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This [CAt i*^ an accurals rcproduc tio ri of Ehc original book wtiK the followtng 
cxcrptcons. Obvious mjssprlL]nf> and lypo^i have been cdttcc led bul conic mpor^T^ usage 
IS LirK hanged eg. "centre" SentcrKess[>anning pages hi^c been jumcd Eo facilHale 
!ic archer End analysis The numbepf it iKe boCtom of occasion bE pages arc probably 
pnntcf*! refcrcRces 

] encourage you lo forgcvc the verboie style ihst su^esLs iuthoES v^ere p4]d by iKe 
word. The gems ot characlerde^±crLpt]on and contemporary ^ jew points arc worth the 
eFfbn. 

The book supports lheobserv*tton "The ne'A's Ewver changes, just the n^mes " [ Bm 
encounged thil Ihe tone of potitics is no! m lic h diffe reni toda> than it was al ^diiiLs' 
Umc Things Bre no woise In spite of continual bjckenng, « few persons with good wall, 
careful planning^ hBrd v^ork Bnd a 1hick skin c in achieve wonderful r«>ullE. 

The fol Low I ng glossary contiins unfamiliBr Jlo me} lerms 



abjunUon 

RtnQure.c uncfcr o Blh, tornv^^Br R«: ant solemnly, rcpudi atc_ Give up_ AbslBin fium 

ab!ilrmjoL£> 

Ealing ickI dnnlzLng m mcxkritLcm Spinngly u-^ful. RfMnctcd to bare necessities 

.\cetdima 

A place withdrradful BR'X}cia[]orui. 

ajiLcnadveniii^n 

S trong cntLciim 

ap[in>bBle 

Sajxtionon]ci4lly autbiDnze. 

ark>Ltrameiit 

ArbtUaling, Brbilratiori JiKlgincnt of an arb] trj tur or 4 1 b i te r 

au±idij]ty 

PepfiMcnt applicalion or diligence, unfl agging effort Con±>tArit penionjl Attention. 

|j)thymy 

(NolJ abouixling wilh Ih^mc, fragrint 

b^roiKbe 

Four-^^ herlcd carnage wilh a collapsible lop, Iwo double ±ie ab ]iZ]ide oppcfi^te eh h other, ind 
B boK seal outride in from for the driver- 
barque 

5aj]]ngshLp w]1h thiec 1o t]>e square- ngged m»ib>. eicepl 1be aHer mahl, w hich li* forc-aret- 
iTl nggcd ^miLI ve'>sel piopcllcd by oir^orsaEb. 



bentson 

Bless]ng, a bfned]clion 

cesural 

Piu'ie in 1 Ifciie of vep^e d]clated by sense or nilurai speech rhythm rather 1bian by 
nietncs Pause ]nconvepfitiDn. 

chapiet 

WrealK or garland fonhe head 

C]rcean ICinzc) 

A Greek goddess who I urned Odys^eui;\ men tenipt^ranLy ]nto "fwine but ialergi>c 
h] m di rcctions for I heir journey home 

coeval 

Ongi noting or exis1]iig diiiing the same period lasting through 1he same em 
One of the sime cm or pencd 4 contemporary 



cnndign 

Dchcrvcd, adequate- 

contemned 

V]cw«l will! contempt dr^piscd 

cnnlumtLies 

Rudcnras or cxjnlrmpl insLng ficun arn>|ancc_ Trarolcnt or anogani irrrnrts or Bcfc_ 

corCcgc 

Train of altcnd^ntsof adisUngui'fhcLl pcryori « rcE]riLic Ceremonial procc^hon. 
Funeral piDC«»s]on 

dcniumgc 

Dctcnlionof a cirgo convey* ric^ dunnf loading or unloadi rig beyond I Kc sc hcdulcd 
time of dcp adurc Compcibalion pj]d f6r±kUch dctcnthon. 

dc[>ij[cd 

Appotnl or aulKoruc as a re prK>tnl aC]ve A^^ign faulhonly or duties) 1o anolKer^ 
delegate 

descani 

Omjinental ineLody orcounterpotnl sung or played ^bo^e a theme 
tiighesl pan sung in pirt mu'fkc DiscusK]onordi'^oiJPfe on a I Kerne. 

descned 

Catch sight of I'^melhing d]ffLCLill to discern) Discover by careful observation or 
^icruUny; detect 

djdaclLC 

Intended to inslruct. Mor4ll> j nh1 rue 1 1 ve. 

dilatory 

Intended todela>. Tending to poslpone or delay 

djscomfited 

Make Linea.'fy or perplexed^ disconcert Thwad pim'f; FriFilrate. 

d]sqLiistlions 

Fonna I discouT^e ^ of [e n in UTiling 

doit 

Dute h com, worth aboul haJf a fantuiig. A thing of sma]] value 

effulgence 

E nil] ant rMJiajxe 

elegijc 

hlourning for thai vvh]ch i*^ ]rrecoverably past. 



P*>mcnt For an off]cc or employment, comfwir^alton- 

cncDiniuins 

Wann, glowing pri]sc Fonn^l exprc^'fion ot prat'fc, a tribulc 

cntrv ate 

Wcakc R o r cfci>tioy "^ [re ngth or ^ ] t jI [Ty 

cptH^mcral 

Lasting for a brier lime. Living or t4slingonF> for adi>, as^ioinc f>t4iitsor tnsects 

EpiHxipaL 

C biuruh governed by 4 b]^lH>p_ 

cpilhct 

Tcnn to chiroclcrizc 1 pcisonor lh]ngor a^ 1 d«icrhptivc sijbst]tulc fori he n^nicor 
title of a ptnion Abibivc or contc mptuou'f word or phri.'fc. 

cnidilion 

Dccp,cxlcnsivc learning. 

chcutrbicon 

S hitLd-shipfd tmblE^ni bearing a c^oit of amb. Plate ]i7TcnbKJ wilh Bship^nanic. 

elcniizc 

Make elcrnal PrDtract for an hndcfinile period. MikL' perpeluaLly raniDii'f; 
immorlaiijc 

eulogium 

FonnaL eulogy 

evanciTcnl 

Vaii]sh]ngor i]keiy to vamsK like vapor. 

eiiccralion 

TTie Bcl of c tuning. ,\ curse Si>mclh] n^ cursed or loathed 

exigency 

Requiring miEh eFForC or immediate act]on Pressing or urgen[ iiitual ion. 

extirpate 

Pull up by ibie lools. De^lroy tolally, externunale Remote by surgery. 

fatn 

tlBppily. glKlly 

garni lure 

Gjni]sK. embellishment. 



gra[ula[iori 

To congntul ate. 

^rccn WLlh«i 

Cordii or bowstri rig!i used to bind Samson, Judges I6:S. 

Kb t>i 1 1 mcTits 

Special drc&orgjrb B^!K>c]al«J ^^'ilh an occ asion or orf]c c. 

hccBlomb 

Liigc-scafc sac nficc. ^acnficc Id the ancicnl Greek and Roman gtxt of lOOoKcn. 

imporluii]ty 

ImporlunBlc reqiic^t an Lnw^ttnl or pn^wjn^ dcnuiid 

and^iTfiibLc 

Cannot be innLillcd or muk void 

ineffably 

Incapable of being c^pm^scd^ ] ndc^icn b abtc ^ unuEtenblc^ unripe akabic ^ laboo 

ingenuously 

Lack]ng m cunnings g^ilc, or worldtjn«i5, arlLuz^ Openly strakghl Forward or Trjnk, 
candid. 

importunalc 

Troub I c^^mc I y uigcnt or pcTsifitenI in requesting. 

intendani 

AdnunLMT^tivc offic I al serving a French^ £ paniiih^ or PuTtuguese nxmanzh 

Jicobin 

Rodicah or ex Ire me lefli^t. R^dital rep ubJhc an during the French Revolution. 

meed 

FittJ ng TTCompense Menled gift or wage 

mcre> motion 

PnKesK of me osunuf^ Heasiuemcnl of geometric quButitie^ 

mole 

M Bw>ivr Mone wall core>tructcd inlhc^a k b breitwBirr to piotcct *n Bnchor*geor b hBibor 
Aix horage or huitor eix Ic^tcd b^' a nuLe 

munificence 

Liberal in giv]ng; gentroiis ^Inwmg greal genenviily 

Neslor 

HeiD celebrated ^i^ anelderL> and w]se counselor Co 1hc Greck"^ Bt Tnny 



FuncTiL n Le> or ccirnwmcs- 

cctavo 

PflgciLzc frDm5 by 5 Lnche>1o6 by 9 ] V2 inc hci, of a book compcHicd of pnntcr's ^hctts 
folded ]iitci tight Lcavoi. A book conipL^tcd oV iDclM\D pMg^ 

odium 

^IroTig d]^likc^coiitcmpl.or a^cr^]ari State of d]EgrBcc rcMilnng From hitrful or 
dc leviable conduct 

pincgync 

Formal pubLu. corr^LLcncnt Elaboralc prBthc. 

pBFMmOT1> 

UniELial arcxcc&sivc fnigility^ extreme ccanamy or sti rigLncis 

paCronymic 

Dcnvcd fiDm the nBmt of one's Talhcror b palcrnal alienator. 

pertiriBcily 

PcniULtmt d^cTTrunatLon 

PlcnLpiYlcnE]ary 

Dkplomaltc agent, ^uch mi^ mu ambi.'&ador fulFy BuEhonzcd to represent h]s 
go^cmmcnt. 

Frt^bylcnan 

C hunz h governed b> cfcclcdtldcis 

probjt> 

Complclc and {:onf inncd integrity^ npnghlncss. 

pnnconsular 

PiovinctBl governor of consular rink in iKc Romin Empcrc 

pusi I L am mi ty 
Cowandicc. 

rccusani 

One of the Rom an C al Ko I ics in England who incurred legal and £±oc]al penalties tn 
1hc ] ftl K c cn1 ur^' and BFtcr^iml For refusing 1o altcnd services of the Church of 
ErigLarid- Dissenter, a noncontornit^t. 

Sabine |R]>erl 

River Flo^Mng mlo thcGulf of Mexico jib! East of HoE*>ton Tctbs- 

sagacity 

D]'tceTTunf. sound injiKJgnient farsightcd^ ^i^d^m 



Sil«>i4 

Region of ccnl rat Buropf ] n so uthv^ est Poland and nod Kern C zee ti Republic. 

sinccuic 

FyM>]1]on or office thil requ]rcs lilllt woit biH prov]dcs a salary 

spoliations 

De'fpoclcng or plundenng Seizure orncutnl vcsel": it sei by a bclligeienl power in 
timeof war- 
'flivcrs 

Nickel cohn u'fcd in iKe f^eChc rl i nd'^ iTid wodK L/20Dr a guilder {aboul 4 Euros in 
20061 SDmeth]rig of small vilue_ 

TETE D'ARMEE 
He ad of ihe Army. 

thrill Itbmldom) 

HcJd m bondage; serv] Tuck; intellcrlual ly or mor^l ly rcblavKi 

tLltLc 

SmilL d]acril]c niBrk^suLh is Bn acceni vo^cl mBrk. ordol over lu i. 
Tiniest bkl, in lola 

umbrage 

Offciiiic, rciicutmcnL Somelbing ihit affords shade orshidc itsctf. Vague indicitiDn^ 
hinl. 

uTictiou 

AnotuTing mi^ pBrt of a religEDU.'f^ceFemDuial, or tieiJing rjtuil Ocnlmenl or oil 

Some thing 1hal serves to ^lOolKe, b balm Affected or e ;i ag^rB ted eame^lness 
especially lu choice and ui±e of language. 

UnilBnin 

Believes in lb? oneness of God as opposed 1o the Tnnit>'_ Htslonc Urutanans believed ]n the 
moril aiiUxinty but not the dz]1y, of Jc-^us Fiee thinkers arxl dissenters evoLv]ng1beir belief 
by T^tional I'^m ickI biumini'^m- 

u'furitiTEon 

U'>urp]ng, especially the w rongfuL seizLoe of coy bI sovereignty. Wion^ul sei ziue or exercise 
of Buthon ty_ EiK roac hmenL 

vjLissUudes 

CbiBiige or venation 

VEtiq^FBtion 

Abusive censure. Sustained, hanihly abuiiive ] Bnguage 



vo1ine> 

PciHjre> Ixjund by yov^^^o live a I ifc of icl igLoiii x^t^nihi p or scrvicr 

Devout adbicitnl^ of bclJ1 oritLLg]on_ PcrojiK fcn-cntLy cfc^tJlcd tj 4 Leader or ]dcal . fiUhful 

fbJ lowers PcHton^ filled w]1h cnlhiis] Bsm^ an for 4 fiucHuil or hobby; cntbiuhi bs1s 

|EnJ of Trin^TibCTb nolc^j 
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The Pubfishc ry apofog]zr for chc dtlay imssLiing lbs ^'oFumc. ivh]ch was announced 
b> them as in prc^s^ more than one years]ncc shortly Bftcr tht LlcccBhcorits iJlustnaLE^ 
EubjccI Go>. Sc^aml in ijndcrtak]ng Lt^ prcparBtion ^as well aware oflKc cngro'^ing 
atlcn[]un ^h]ch his profcs^ioriBL dnliE^'f required, but looked con.'f I antly fur relaxation 
From hb'f mnitiplced bibJCKSs engage menls^ in Ihe hap^ 1hal Ke m]gKt be abEe to campletc 
the work com riicnced by biim [t htjwe^er became ncees^aiy for its timet> (.ompietjon, lo 
oblairi the Itlerary ass]htance of an abEe wnter who has under hi'f au'f pices^ compleled 
the wark The Publishers (.onfLdentl> believe, 1hal il will in all rcspctU, be reecLvcd a*i a 
FaHh^Ljl Brid impartiBL h]s1ury of Ihe L]re of the "Old \1an Eloquent," and worthy a place 
in Ihe Library of ever^ friend uf Lj bedy and human] ty. 

AUBURN, Apnl, 1 S49- 



PREFACE. 



The cl*]msoriKis volume irc humble. For more ihan hilTi cenlury JOHM QUENCY 
ADAMS had occupied a proniineTil po^]|]un before the American p^ople^ bfkI Ftllcd a 
large !ipace ]n ht^ couTilry's hf^lory. Hi^ career ^^'as protncted to extreme oFd age He 
oiJlljved poL]t]C4l cnm]ty ind part^ rBncor. Hts purity oriire~h]seLevaled and pitrtotic 
pn nc i p les of *c Eio R— hi*i Love ot country^ and devot]ori to its EnleresLi— Kis advocacy of 
huinan rreed[>m^ irid the nghu of man— bioughl all Id Korior and love him Adiniring 
Icgi'fkBtoFS hung ^]th rapture un the Ljp^ of "the Did Min EtiK|ueiiK" md million.'f eagerly 
perused the ^entimenl*^ he utlered ai> the> were ^caltered b>y the f>res*i in every lown ind 
hflmLct of 1he Weslem Conlinrnl At hi'f decease _ there \^'a*i a genera] desire expre'iSfd 
For a hi'floTy oF his []re End tinier. \ wurkof lh]sde^crip1toii wa'f undepflood to be m 
preparition b> hi*i fam]ly_ ]1 \^'a*i not pn^b^ble^ however, thit ihsi could appear under 
several y^^n^ End v^hen published, v^ould undoubtedly be placed, b^ itssj^e andcoiil, 
beyond the reach of the grea1 ma^a of readers 



iiJL PREFACE- 

I ri V I cw of Thc^tf c I iruin^iTaiicc^ , there ^^bs an c^]dtnl i^ ant of a ^'oluinc of more Fimclcd 
compa'z>— a book which would come w]th]n the meBFb of ihc f>toplc generally-— and 
adaplcd nut only for hbrarics. and the highc r cl a^i^i^'^ oJ sociE^ly. but "AiuuLd t]nd l1^ ^j> 
into 1hc m]cti t of 1 Ko-^c movtng ]n the hu mbLc r w i I ks of l]fc_ To supply Eh]E Win1, Ihc 
present work hi.'f been prepared. The endeavor hi"^ betn made lo compress wuhin b brief 
compass, the principal events of the Life of Mr Adams, and Ihc scenes in which he 
pBrt]cipated ^nd to portrBy the IcBding Irait^ of chiracler which d]h1inguished him from 
hj^ conic mporancs ll h±s been the Bim to prc^nl ^nch an B^pect of the h]^1ory ind 
pnnciple'iof this wondciluL mBO. a^i shall hJiy ju^lice to hj^ memor> and 4^ Ford an 
example which tbu: > out h of A meric a may pioflt^bly im]late in seeking for b model by 
which to ^hape the]r couise through life How fir thi'f end has been Btlatned. an intelli- 
gent Bnd C4nd]d pubhc musi determine 
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THE LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
CHAPTER I. 

THE A^CESTRY- BIRTH. AND CHELDHOOD, OF JOHN QCJENCY ADAMS. 

TKc Purclan Pi l^n Ens on Kc May-Ffowcr landed on PlymoulK Roct, and founded lhc 

Colony of M aiE ac httcCti , on Ihc 2t*it diy of December, ]620_ 

HENRY ADAMS, the fouridcr of the .\d4nis family ]n Amcricj. fled from 
cccl«>tB^tLcaL oppression in England, « rid joined the Colony at a ^ery cirly pcnod. but Bt 
^ha1 precise lime is not reconJed. He erected hjs humble dwelt]ri^ al a place within the 
preseni townof QSJINCY. then kno^^-ri as MOLTNT WOLLASTON_ and is believed to 
have been an ]nhabitant ^heri the Fiist Chnsti an Church wa^galhered there in 1630. On 
the org am z B lio ri oF the townof Br4]ntree, ^^'hich compFi'fed the place of hi'f re!i]dence, he 
wa^ elected Clerk ot the Town. He d]ed on the eighth day of Oclober, ]ft46_ His memoiy 
IS preserved by a plain grBmle monument, erecled in the b tin il-ground a1 QiJ]ncy, by 
JOH^ ADAMS Pres]denl of Ihe Lrn]led Stales. *nd bearing Ehis i nsc riptton :— 



IS LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 



]n Memory 

Df 

HENRY ADAMS- 
Who took hi!i flighl Tram Ihc Dragon Pcry^culcon ]n Dcvonshtrc, in 

EngLBnd. and alighted "A^fctK eight sons, nr^r Mount Woliaston. 

One of iKcsorui relumed to England^ brcI aflcr I b king 1imc 

to explore lKecDiJiilr>\ four removed lo Mcdficld aTid 

the neighbonng lowns. two lo C hcl rruifortl One 

Dnl>, Jo'Kph^ who hes here al Ki^ tcFt hmd, 

remained here, who was an onginil pio- 

pndor in the Township of Brainlrec^ 

incorporalcd in tbu: >car 1639. 

TKls stone, andbeverBl oiKeni. have been placed in this yard^ b> a gre b t-gre b t-grB ndson^ 
from a >cnera1ionof 1he piet> humilit> s]mf>L]cily, prudence^ pi tie nee temperance, 
frugality, jndifitry, iiid perscvLTBHce ot Kis anccstois, in hopes of recommending an 
imilalionoflheir^irtue^ lo the]r posterity 



Joseph Adam'f, 1he "un of Henry Adam'f mentioned in the above jnscnplion, d]ed on 
the "liiith of December, 1694, aged stxly-eigh1 yeiri Joseph, 1he neiit in "^ucce^ision, d]cd 
February I2lh, L7J6 al the age ot eighty- four yeBFS H]sson John Adams, was a Deacon 
of the Church a1 Qu]ncy, bfuI died Mi> 251 h, 1761, aged seventy yeBrs_ Thi^ John 
.Uam.'f was ihe falherof lum whtj v^b^ desttned Eo g]ve not onl> und>jrig Tame to h]s 
ancient family, bu1 a nc^ Bnd pov^erfuL impuKe to 1bte c au^e of H umin Freed;>m 
throti^hotit lhc world. 
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JOHN ADAMS, son of John Adim?: and StEannah BoylsCon .AdimK wis bom al 
Qutncy on Che nfcnctccrithdi> of October |oldsE>lcl, ]735_ He received 1hc honors of 
Hirvard Lrn]vcrsLty in 17^^. and iKcn, ]n pursuance ofi good old h>w England custom, 
which made those who had enjoyed the benefits of i publtc educalion. En turn ]ni[>ar1 
those beneFiU to the pubkc. he was occupied for a l]me ]n teach] ng 

[t oughl to encourage all young men ] n s tri] te ned c] re um'f I b nc: c^, desi ioie^ of 
ob1a]ning b [>rofession ind of Fh'fing to emtnence, to know thit John AdBms. ^ho becimc 
"4^ ]liuslrious by talents and icKioemenl a^ to lend renown to the off]ce of Pres]denl of 
the Untied Stales, puisu^ I Ke study of 1 he law untie r Ihe Lnconveniencc"^ rcsulling from 
KjsoLcijpitbon B*^ an m'f Iruc tor ] n i Grammar School 

John Adams was an eminenl and "fuccesstul law>er. bul lE wi.'f m^l the design of h]s 
existence iKBt hi*^ talents should be wi.'fled tn the contenUons of the courts 

The Brilfc'fh Parliament, bs soon b^ the Colomes hid Btlracled iheir noUce, 
commenced a system of legislilion known as lKeColon]al S>'flem, 1he object of which 
wi.'f lo secure to the mother country i mono po I y of their tride. and lo prevent Ehe]r riE]ng 
to a cond]tjonof strenglh and ]nd?pendence_ The effect of lh]SK>slem was [o prevent all 
manuracturcf la the Colonies and all trade with fDre]gn countries, Bndeven with I he 
ad^icenl planlat]ons. 
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TlicCotoii]fs rcTTioTi'^l rated in ^Bin jf Bcnf^C Ihi'^ polic> but o^^'ing lo populir 
cl]^'^Bti'f ruction, thr r^gulBtion*^ -w^rc not rjgidl> cnfon.cd At Length in Older in Council 
^a'f pi.'iscj^ "Ai bibc K di rcL ted the orFbccni of the t.ustoTn.'f ]ri M4H>aehusett'i B4>, to c^cculc 
the acti of trade A quesUon Brtjsc lji 1bh: Supreme Court of thai province tn 1761, upon 
the eoruiTiluUoiijI right of I Kc BrLlL'>h Parliament lo bind iKe Colonies The Inal pn>diiced 
greal excjteriieni The eausf was argued far Ihc Craven b> the King's Attome y-Gc ner* I , 
and ag4]nst iKe law^ by Jame*^ Ol]s 

] t will be ^een that tKcque^nun Ehu'f involved wa^ Ehe very one that wb^ finally 
submitted to tbte BrbitrBmeiH of Brnb tn 1he AEnencin Re vol ul ion The spceeKoFOtL^on 
the occasion wi^ in effart of surpB-^^ing abiluy John Adams wi^ b v^Jtnes^, b rid he 
recorded Kis opinio ri of tt^ ^nd hih opinion of the magniludeof lKequest]on. thus: 

"Ol]s wi.'f 1 f I jme of f] re ' W]th i promptitude ot clBS'iical aUu^Jon^ j depth of 
rcftcarcK. a rBpidsumm4r> of historical evenis andd^tes^ 4 pn^t u^io ri o F Legal aiUhDntics^ 
a prophelic glance ofhi'f eyes inio futurity^ i rapid torrenl of tmpe tuous eloquence , he 
hurried away bII tjeforc him AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE wah then and there bom. 
Every mBnof in urusubIIv ciowdcd iijd]ence, appeared to me to go away reBdy to take 
up arms igBiibt Wnts of Assistance " 

SpeBking on the "fame subject^ on anolher occasion^ John AdBnvi "i^id iKat "J^mes 
OE]s there and I here brealhcd inlo thu± nition the brralh of life " 
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Fiom thai day John Adarrvi wbs an ciiThiEi]asE for [he cndcpc nckncc of his country. 

In 17ft4 he married Abi^aiJ. Jaughlcrof the Rocrtncl WilliBm 5mith^ of SVt> mouth. 
The molhcrot John QuiJicy AdBRUi wi"^ b v^omanof grcal bcauly and hjgh LJi1tllcctu*l 
cnd[>wnic nL'f ^ and she combined^ -wi^h the [>ru[>fr acromplishnicnlsorhcrhcx^ i 
"^^^'cn nc^th of disposi l]on^ jnd a^ncruus "fymp^tbiy \^'ith the pB trio tic dt^olionorhcr 
I LJ 1^1 nous hifiband 

\n I 76^ the Entjsh Parliamrnl. tu coritcinpt DflKcdL'^oiilcnl of the Colonics^ 
pr«>Limp tiHYUsL> pBssed the Slamp AlI. b Lb^ "a^ titc K dircclcd tBT^ 'ftBm[>^ paper to be 
LiKcd in all legaJ inslrumcnts in thr Colanic^. The vaJidity oflhc law ^i.'f dcu]«J; and 
^hblc Patrtck Eicrir>' wbs dcnutincing il tn VLrg]nta. Jamc^ Olis and John Adams aigucd 
a^ainsl fct before Ihc Governor and Council of M assac husf Its 

TKc occa'fioii called forth from John .\dims a "Dis^crtaUou on the CBnon and Feud b I 
La^^'s "— B work, which althi^uj^h it "Aiasor^ gcncrBl rKBracttr in regBFd to go>crnmcnl, 
yet mantfcM^ democr^Uc scntjni^nls uuu.'fuil tu those lime^^ and Lndicat«J Ibial 

republican j n^1 l1 u tion'f were the proper tn'f l] lutions for ibie American People. 

The resislance to the ^tBmp act ihroughou! Ihe Colonics procured Us repeal in I 7ftft 
Eu1 [he BrLlishGovcrnmeu1 accompaiued Ihe repeal wjEh Bn unf rac lous dec I arB tor> bcI. 
b> which they asserted "thai the PBrLiameiH had^ BnLl of right oughl to ha^e, power hj 
b]nd the Colonies, in alt cases \^'h b tsoever. " 
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[r thr ncT[ >car j Ijw ^^'as pas^^d^ whch ]m[K>!i«Jdu[]fs m the Colomc:^ on glas^- paper, 
pBbnl!i and tea The ^pirH uf i nsuboidi rb tio ri mani Felted ]t'ic]f throughoul the Colome'^^ 
and. lh 8*^171 ueh as i1 r4L]]aled from BusEon^ Brjtjsh ships ot ^ir^ere staliuned in it^ 
harbor, *nd t^^'o rcgfcincnCsorBntiEh traof>s were iKrown in the to^^-n to compel 
obcdierice. John Adams h^d now become known bk the mo!i1 intrepjd. zealous, and 
I ndrfil Lg B b If opposerof Bnlisbi uhurpatjan The Crown Ined upon Kim ]ri vain the royal 
arts so succcMiful on ihcolherside of Ehe All*n1tc The Governor andCounc]l offered 
hjni I he place of .\dvocBte General in 1 he Court of .Adm]ralty, in office of great ^alue, he 
ticclined ]E, "decidedly, peremplorjL> bu! respectfully." 

A I thi:£ interesting cnsis. JOHW QCJENCV ADAMS was bom, a[ Quiiicy,on the ] Mh 
of July, 1767 A lesson, full of iruitrucl]on concerning the mingled influences of piely 
and palnolism hu New Bnglarid. al Ehit lime, is furnished to us by the education oF the 
>Dunger Adanui. Nor can \^'e fiiL 1o notice thateichof iKose virtues relained lis ]~el4li^e 
power over him. IhTDUghoul his long ande^eritfuk life He was brought into lKechu]~ch 
and baplized on the day ifter thai on which he wa^i boTn. 

John Quinc> .^d^ms, in one of Kis lellen>, Ihus mentions the c imum^il anc e^ of his 
baplism 
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"The tiousf Bt Mount WollBJiton has j peculiar ]n[c rest to mc, as the dwelling of my 
gjcal-graiKir^ thrr whost n^mc I bear The ]rKiLlcrit which gavt nsc to tht^ c i rcumsl ancc 
IS not wtlhout its mora] to my hc^n He ^'\\^ dyings "Aihcn I "A^as hipU/cd^ and his 
daughter, my grmdniol btrr present at iny bidh. requc^led Ihat ] mighl receive his name 
The fic[ recorded by my fithrr at 1b»c 1imc_ has connected v^]th thai portion of my name, 
a chirm or mingled 'fensibjL]ty and devotjon [t ^is filial lenderricss 1hal gave 1he nime 
It was the name of one passing From earth 1o immortility These have been among the 
slron^e^t Lnkii oF my altichmeni to 1hf name ot Quincy, irid have been to me through 
IlJc, 4 pcrpeluaL admonHion lo do nothing ijnworth> ot iE_" 

[t cannot be doubled 1hat the character of the peison from whom, ]nsuch iffecling 
circumstances, he derived an hnnor^ble patirtnymic, was an objecl oremuUtton. John 
Qumcy v^as agenllcmanof wealth ediKition and influence He was for 4 long lime 
Speaker ot the Hou^e of Re p reiienl a E]ves m Ma^achuselt^, and during many yeara one 
of His Majesty^ Provmciil Council He was a failhful representative, ^nd throughout his 
public 'iervtccs- a vigorous defender of the rights *nd libert]esof Ihe Colony. Enemf>Lar>' 
in private life, ^nd earne'ft in piety, he enjo>cd the public confidence, Ihrouf h a civil 
c aree r or forty yeais' duration. 
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The Amcncjn Revo I ul ion wai rapidly hurT> ] rig on dunng the ]nrancy of John 
QuLiicy Adarrui. [n 1769^ iKc c]tizcnsorBuston held 4 mrrtLiig in which Ihry ]nstruclcd 
ttH^ir rcprcf cntal I vc'f in the Provincial Lcgi^Ulure lo resist 1bic lisurpal lOFb of the Eri[]sK 
Govcmmcnl- John Adam.^ waschBcrniBnof iKccommHtee IhBt prepared the'ie 
I FVi tnicTLons. ind his a'zioctate'f were RichBrd QBna Brid Jo'feph Warren, the s^mc 
d]^tLngiJJshcd patnot who gave up Kis LjFc as one of the carJiesI sacrifices to freedom^ hn 
the bBtlle of Bunter Hill. 

TKo'ie tn^lruc tjo rui were expressed in iKc bofd and decided lone of John Adam'f^ arid 
they ]™.rcB*icd the public excilemenl in 1he provioce, b> the eamcflne^^ wt1h v^h](.h \h^y 
insisted on the renmva] of the BrUish troops from Eo^lon_ 

The popular LrTJtaUon ]rK reaped, until un Ihe 5Eh ofMarch^ 1770^ a coil h'fio ri occurred 
between 1he troop*i and some of the ]nKabiTanls ot Bo^lori. m whtch five chtEzens were 
k]Lled^ and man> wounded. Thi'f was called iKe Blood> Ma'isacre The exasperaled 
inhabHanK were withdifficij]t> reslrajned FrDm relaLjatjng this "^L'vcrLly by an 
cxterminaUon ot all the Bnlish troops; \ public mcctjng wa*^ hcld^ and a commLllee^of 
which SAMUEL \DAMS was cha]rinan. was appt^irited to address the Governor 
fG^gej^ and demand lhal the tn^op*^ should be withdrawn. John .^d ants de^Ecnbed the 
excitement^ on a later occi.'f ion, in these words 
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"No[ only chc [mmcnsc i^stmblic^ of the people fromda> Tada> but militar> 
arrangcmcnK trom nighl to njgKt, wtrc ncrcssiry to keep Ihc people ind the ^ioldicpi 
from gel ttng lo^elhcr by Ihc eini_ The life ot a rcd-coal ^ould ™jt hBve bccriMfe ]n in> 
sireet orcomcrof iKc town h'or would the \i\c^ of the intiabilanls have been inucbi more 
secure. The whole mi I it] a ot the cily v^b*^ ]n rcqiJ]siE]an. md nuhtBry v^Btrhc^ andgujirk 
were e^er^ where placed Wc were bII upon a level No man was exempted ourmjL]tiry 
officers were ouronl> supenois I hBd the honor to be summoried in my turn and 
atlended Bt 1he 5lBtc House wUh iny luuskel itilI bayonel. my broidsword and cadndgc- 
box, under 1 he CO mmand ot the ^ amicus PadJj<.k.' 

The Govenmr withdrew the tnsops ind sent I hem 1o the cjslle I he com manding 
ofFiccr andsoEne of the '»ld]ers were arrested, and brDughl to Irul for murder 

John Adams. I he advocate and leader of I he exBsperaled people^ wassolicfcted by the 
Government 1o ac1 mi^ counsel for the accused. The people, ]n the he^t of pi.'&Eon, woutd 

nB[ur4lt> idenlify ihe lBw>er with his clients, Bnd both wilh the oL]]au'^ cause la wh]ch 
they served John .Adam.'f did not hcsitile. Ht^ principle was fidelity to duly m ^W the 
relBtion^of life AdBms. togLMher wtth JoviahQuincy, defended 1b»e Bcciiscd wjth Bbility 
and firmness and the resuH crowned no! only Ihe ad>i>catcs. but 1b»e jury and 1he people 
of Boslon wjEh honor D]stinguishing between the Govemmenl. upon whom the 
rcspon.'f i b] tj ty rested, and the tioops who were lis Bgenff, the jury acquitled the accined 
The people 'ftEit4]ned ihe venH]cl iffonHjnf [o GfcbI Brita]n and 1o Ihe worid a noble 
pnnot. th4l I hey had been well prepared by education far Ihc tm^l of self-government. 
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The CO Rtrovcpiv bctwctn the Province of M assachusctc^ End chc BrUish Government 
conEiriLied^ ind the CTaspcnUon of the Colonics became more intense. Ljnt]L 1hc 
de*i1 rue tion of 1 be ]mported tea m the hBrbor, in December- 1773. tncenhed I he M]nistr> 
wj h]gKly, lKat tbc> procured *n acl closing the port of Boston. This act was fatlowcd by 
the convent]onof Ihe fiPil Ame nc b n Cong rcs!i at PhiladclphtB-on Ihe 5ch of Sef>temher 
]774_ .^ John .Adims hBd been the master ipjrH in tb»e BgHatJt>n in \1 assac huscl ts. he 
wi-i Bf>po]nted one of iKe Delegates to iKeGcncnl Congress After h]selecl ion, his 
tncnd Sewall, Ihe Kind's \tlomey General, labored eamc^lly lo dis*iuade h]m fiDm 
acce[>t]ng the appaLn1mcn1 

The Atlorney Gencril lold lKedcleg*1e 1hal Great En t Bin w as delermi ned on her 
system, that her power ^4}^ irresist]blc, and Ihat he. and iKosc with h]m whu should 

peES]st in thc]r dc^Lgn.^of resjslancc. v^ould be involved ]n rum. 

John Adan:[S replied. "[ kno^ Great BntBin h^i^ determined on Ker "^y^tcm. and 1hal 
ver^ ddemi] nal ion dc tcTm I ncf me on mine You know [ have been constant jnd unitomi 
I n oppos I l]on to her meBsnres. The d]e is nowcBst I hBve pa'Zied iKe Rubicon Sink or 
swim, Li^c or die. survive or perish with my country is my unaLlcrablcdctenninalion." 
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[t was chc^c tncr|c[]c jmH rfsolulc expressions whccK Djmtl WcbsCcr wiDught cnto 

ED in agnhf]c c Ji1 in iin4^indr> speech in hi*^ ^luwing Eulogy on John \dB^l^ and Thon1a^ 
JcffciBO a 

John Adams com Lnncd m Congress iKrougKout I Kc sessions of 1775 ind L776. and 

on 3.\] occasions wbe an inlFcpid and earnest advocjtc for [ ridcpf ndcnc^ . On his motton^ 
George Wishing ton was ippointetl Commander tn Chief of Ehe Army 

John Adams was the Em^veroF [ ndtpe ridcnc e in the Congress On Ehe 6th of M^y^ 
1776, he biou^ht the subjecl bcforr th^t EHHJy^ by i re?ululian expressed asfollows:-- 

"Whertis ]t appcan; pcTfcclly irrcconcilabfe to reason and good ronsritnce , for the 
people of the:£e Colonies no^ lo tike Ihc oalhs and arfirmiUons necessary forlKe 
suppod of any government under the cn^wn oFGreal EnlBLn^ and l1 ls necessary Eh at the 
eieiuise of cver^ kind of authontj under Ehe said crown should be till ally suppressed, 
and all I he powers of govemme nt everted under I he iulhortly of the people of I he 
Colonies fori he preservaEionof tnlemi] peacf, vjrtue. and good oidcr. as well as for Ihc 
defence of I hetr lives, Itberties, and properties, against 1he hosEile invasion, and cruel 
dcpredilionsof Iheirenenues — Theretore, it is recommended lo the Colonics to adopt 
such a government is will, jn the opinion ot the represent atj ves of Ihe people, bcsl 
conduce to the happiness and safely of Iheir consul tucnts, ind of America " 
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This rr^mlution -^^^ Bdoptfd and i^Bh fallowed by thr appoiTitm^nl of a cammitEc^^ 
on the motion of RicKard Hcnr^' Lcc, seconded by John Adams, lo prepare a DtclirBtion 
This rom mil tec c onst^lcd of Tho mas Jcf fe raon . John Adams, Ecnjijnin Franklin, Roger 
Sherman, End Robert R. Li^]nf>ton. JeffcFsori and Adams ^'czc asub-comni]Etfe, and I he 
Fo rmcr prep B red I he DcclarjUon, a[ 1hc urgcnC reqiicst of I he I b tier 

Jeffcison bore 1hts Icstimony to Ihc Bbil]t> and power of John AdBms —"The greal 
p]LJarof "fuppi^rl to I he De4.laration of Independence, ind li'i iblesE Bdvocale ind 
champ]onon I he floor of Ihe Hou'fe. wb^ John Adam^E." 

On lheda> Bfter the Dectaral]on of Independence wb^ acbpted. he wroEe the 
memonble lelter in which he said with prophelic unc tjo n,— " Y es terti ay the greite^l 
quesUon wa'f decided th^t e^cr was debated in AmcFEca, andgrcBter. perfiips, never was 
or will be decided among men A rc^ioluUon wa^ pi^'^d wUhout one dissenCjngColon>. 
Thai the CJnitcd Slates Bre, Bnd of righ1 ou^ht 1o be, tree Bnd indcpcntlent S[ates_' The 
dBy I'i pissed. The foudhday of July L776. w][l be 4 memt^rBble ep<Kh in the history of 
America I im apl to believe it w]LI be ceLebraled by succeeding genera tion'f is a great 
annivemBry re'fE]val [t ought lo be commemonted be the day of deliverance, by solemn 
aclb ot devoljon lo AlmighE> God. 
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[t ou^h[ 1o bt soLc mntztd with pomps. !iKows,g*mcs_sport>_gLirei_ E>tlls_ bonfLrcs and 
iLlumLiiBtiDiw, from one end of tbw continent 1o the uther. frum iKis t]mt forward, forever. 
You mBv think mc Iransported v^Jth cnthusii^m but ] am nul I im well aware of tht tail, 
and bFoDd^ End treB^ure^ IhBt ]t "ailII co^l to JTiBmlatn 1his Declaralian^ iTid supporl and 
defend iKesc Stales >et ihrough all the ^luom^ I can see thai the end fc^ worth ilL the 
means^ and thBt posEenly w]ll [numpK. ilthough you Brid [ m4> rue^ which ] hope wc 
^ih^ll nol." 

Fnim thi^ Ume. untjl November 1777, John Adams was tnccs-^Bntly employed in 
pubJie duties m Congress during 1hesess]onaf IhBt body; and during \i\ recess, as a 
member of the StaleCounc]l ]n MBS^iJchu^etl^i. During thi^ period, John Quincy wis 
icbtnicted Bt home, by her who, in Long ifteryeapf, he wis Bcru'ftomed ti^ call his Blmo^^l 
admired mother, who was 4]ded b> b LBW-^ludent ]n iKe office ot his f*1her_ EDWARD 
EVERETT, ]n his Eulogy upon John Quincy .Ad*nis made the very minting andjusl 
remark thai there seemed to be in his lite nosuch^tigc as thi t of boyhood. While >ct 
bu! nine yean* old he wrote lo ht^ fi1her1he following Letter 

B^aiftlree, Jti*ie 2nd^ 1777 

DEAR SLR, 

] love lo receEve leltepi ^cry well much betler ihBn [ love to wrile Ihem. ] mate bu! i 
poor figure at compos il]on M> head ]s much 1oo fickle My thoughts inz running BFter 
bird's egg'f, play ind tritles, lilJ I get vexed wjth m>'fe]f Mammi has a Iroublciome ti.'fk 
to keep Ene astudyEng. 
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I own ] Bm i.'^h Jincd or m> "^If I hjvc bu[ jLct rnt^rcd [he third volume of RoMlti';; 
Hi'flory but dcfLgTicd to hBvcgi^l KaLf thn^ugh it by this Umc [ am determined this -w^ck 
to be TTio re dil tge rit Mr Thiiilcr]^ absent at Coud [ ha^e set jn>'felf a "ilint Ihi'f v-'cck^ 1o 
read the iKird volume half out. [f i can but kee[> my re^mlLittoii [ may Bgatn Bt the end of 
the week give a better accourit of m>^elr I wi^h, ^ir_ you would give me ]n wnC]rig_some 
iFbtniclEons v-'Wh regard to Ihe L£ieorm> Unie^ ind Bdvise me tiow to piopodion my 
'^ludie'f 4 rid pl4> and I will kee[> them by me. and endeavor to foElow them. 

With the prefie rit de term] nal ion of ^row I ng better^ I im. deirs]r^ yourson^ 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
P. S Sir— ]f you will be so good as Eo tBvor me wttK a blank book^ I will IraiiscrLbc the 
mos1 remBfkablc pa.'^^ageii I meel v^]th ]n my readings whkch vvjtl serve to Ha them upon 
mv mind 



Afler mik]ng all just allowance for preeoccly of genius^ we cannoE but see thai Ehe 
early malunly of the younger .\dams proves I he great idvanligeof pure and Intel Lee IuaI 
BS'^oc I ations fcu childhood. 

The time soon arrived when John Qui nc> .\d4ms wa'f lo enjoy advmlages of 
educiUon ^uch as were never ifforded lo any olhcr .American >oulh .\mt>n^ the eirlicst 
acis of the Ame ne an Congress . wbs the apfioLutmenI of Benjamin Franklin. Stlas Dean, 
and Arthur Lee, as CDmmiss]oner> Id Frant^e; Ihey were charged lo solicil aid from 
France, and to negotEBtc a Irealy. by whjch 1he Independence of Ihe Lrn]ted Slales -should 
be acknowledged by Lou]s Sixteenth, 1bien 41 iKc bteight ofhjs populanty. Sili.'f DeBn wbs 
recalled tn 1776 and Jo Kn .Ada ms wa'f appointed to f]ll tiis place. He embarked on Ihjs 
miss]on Ihe 1 3th of February, I77S, ]n the fngBte E osto n, comm anded b> Capta]n 
Tucker. 
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John Adams h^d gpnc dQwn toQLiinc>^ and the TngBtc calFcd there [o receive him on 
boBrd On the cvc of embark Btion Kc wrote the tol Lowing simple and louching Icltcr to 
M zii Ad ams" 

"UncTe Q;ii?ic\-'s,-halfafie* II o'clock, \3 Fchn^xin, 177S 
"DEAREST OF FRIENDS, 

"] had not been twemy minutes in thi^ house, before ] had the tiappines.*^ 1osce 
Capti]n Tucker End a JTi]dsh i pmm comirig For me SVe wlIL be soon on tK^ard and may 
God piosper our ^ o> age in ever> "^lage of ]t bs muzh 4*^ Bt the beginning, Brid send lo 
you my de^r children, and all my fnenffc. Ihe choicest bles!i]n^[ 

"So wishes and prBy^i >oupf, wuh an Brdor thit ne]lhcr absence, nor iny other cvcnl 
can A bale, 

"JOHN ADAMS- 

"P. S Johnn>' sendh hisdiJt> lo hi'^ mBiuma, Bnd biis love lo bss]steTi± Brid brotheT3. lie 
behaves like a man." 



"He behaves like a m* ri[ "— Wo rd^i which gave presage oF the Future charBclerof John 
Quiucy AdaEns HiseducaUon hid now commenced: an educalion in the principles of 
heroic action by John .Adims. the coLossLfc of the American RooJutJon How demoted 
he v^BS to I his fcmportanl charge, ind wUh v^hBt Irue philosophy he conducted il may be 
^een b^ Ihe followirig tetter v^ntten 4 bout Ihat tkmc t>^ hkm, to Mrs. .Ad^ms: 

"Human nBture, with lit ]ts infjrmiUc^ Bnd deprivation, is still capible of great 
things ]1 Ls capable of all am] rig to degrees of wisdom Bnd of goodrtess w hie h we hive 
reason to believe Bppearrespeilable m 1tie eslimiUon of superior ]ritelligences. 
Ed UL 11 ion makes i greiter dj FFerc rv. e belweeri man Bnd min thin nature his made 
between man iruil brute. Tt»e >]rtues and pnv^ers to which men may be trBined. by eirly 
education Bnd conhtinl disc]pLirie, ire Iruly sublime ind astonishing 
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"Wcwton jnd Lockr arc CTamplK>of tKcdccpsagJcHy which mBy be jcqucrcd by fong 
hflbils ot thmkjng and study. Niy. yuuFcominori mcrhEntc^ End arlt'fjii'f 4 re pioor^f of 
tht wondtrful d^xIcrHy acqij]red b> u'fc 4 wilchmikcr^ flmsbiing hi*^ wheels and "^prings^ 
a pEn or needle- m^kc r. J^. [ lh]nk LhL'rc I'i 4 parUcular occ upat]on tn Europe^ ^^'Kich ]s 
called paper sEaintng, or Li rien h t^j ni ng^ A mm who hi.'f long been hibituBtcd to it^ shall 
sit for B whole diy. anddrjw upon piper vanous FigLirc'f^ 1u be ]m[>rLiited upon iKe piper 
for rooms, as fast as Kis eye can rolL End his fingers move^ and no two of hi^ draughts 
!ihill be alike. The Saracens^ I he Km^hff ofMaLla^ 1he Brmy and nBvy in I Ke service of 
tbH^ Erigliiih Republbc^ among many others are instirKes lo sho'A' to whit m e:ialted 
Keighl. valor or bravery or courage may be rak'fed, by ar1]rLciil means. 

"]1 should be your care Iherefore and mirie^ lo eLevate the mind^orourcKitdren. and 
e^alt Ihe I r CO Lirage^ 1o accelerale ind BnimBte Ibteir industry Brid aclivity^ lo ercite ]n 
thcTTi an habjtuil contempt of meanness. abhi^rreRce ot inju'flicc and ]riKumanity^ and an 
ambHion lo excel in every capicily, facnlly^ and v id Lie [f we suffer lheirni]ndE to grovel 
and creep in infancy, they will grovel Bnd creep all Ihcir lives 

"Eul their biKlies muii1 be hBnilened, bs well b\ tbw:j r *iO u I*i exiltcd Without Mrcnglh. 
and actL>Jty and vigor ufbody^ the brigKte^l menlah e\LeJkiiches will be ec hipped and 
obscured 

■JOHN ADAMS." 



No one can read Eh]s eTtrBortlinaTy lelEer. and compare il -wt^h the aclual charBclerof 

John Quincy .Adims b^ Lillimilely developed^ "Aitlhout regarding thai 4.hira4.1er bs a 
fulftlEnenl. tn bII rc^pecls, of the prayeis and purposes of hi'f i I ^u'f lrioLE> pareni 

The voyjge oflKe American Mini'fler was midc in b tjme of grei1 pen I. The nival 

supremacy of Great EnEBin was already c&tabi isbted. 
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Hfr armed ship^ Tra^cr^cd [hr oc^ br in all din^cCioru:. CB[>[jin Tucker sa^^' a lai^f 
En^li'ih ^hip showing b row ot gun^i. and wjth Ibc consent of 1 he Mini'ilcr, cnga^td her 
When tia]lcd ^he aii'i^er^ -wi^h a broBd!i]de. John Adams hid been requested to retire Id 
the cuckpit^ bul when the engigemeni had begun, Ke was found iinorig the marines^ wilh 
a muskel in hi'f hiud.'f. 

TKede!i]red treaty wilh FrBru^e KBd bee ri coitsummaled by Dr. FnuklETi before the 
arrivBl of John Adams After thu e^erit^ Congrc^ dec ided tu ha>e but one miiii'^ter ] n 
that counlry. and Dr Franklin hiving de'iervedL> received 1bte Bppoinlnient John AdanL'f 
asked and oblained Leave 1o relurri hoEne^ Bfter an absence of b yeir and 4 KBlf. During 
thai [>eriod the younger \dBms alteuded a public "^Kool in Pins. wluLe hff lei'iure Koui^ 
^ere filLcd with iKe iii'flruct]an^ casually derived fTDin the conveisalionof John Adams^ 
and Dr FrBnUin and ol her emineni LnleLleetLjal f>eisorei_ by whom his falher \^'as 
surrounded The unpnivement ot the son dunng hi^ ^fourn abroad js thus menlioned b^" 
John Adams^ just before hi'f embarkiUon on h]s relurri ho Amenci. 

"hly son has had i greit opporlunity lo see iKiscounlry. but This h^i^ unj>o]dably 
retBrded his edtE^liun in some other [hirigs. He hBS enjo>cd perfect heaLlh fiom f]Fst Id 
last, and i'i respected v^hereverhe poes, for his >]por *nd >Jvae]Ey bolKof mind and 
body, for his constani good Kumor. and for Kis rapid progress in French as well as in 
generiL knowledge^ wh]ch^ for hts 4ge. i'i uncomEnon " 



2- 
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John Adams now r^gjrdcd hc": public life ^^ closed. He wrolc Id Mis Adams 

■The Congrc^is, I presume, citpcH thit I "should come home, BmH [ sKaH come 
accord] ngl> _ .^s they have no bLi^irics!i Jor me jn Buiope [ m«it contrive to get "^me for 
luy-^elf Bt home Pref>are yo Line I f for remov tng lo Boston, into Ihe otd hou.^ie for there 
you Ehilh go, and I wtll drB^ wrkls anddeeci^, Bnd hanugue june^. 4ud be happy." 

TKiscilculal]ori ^be "ligriB^ly enuneous, mi^ all calculaE]ons upori peisonal ejEe and 

peace by great and good men atwa>'s ire He remained at home only iKree moriths. and 
durmg IhBt 1tnie he hBd other and higher occupat]onE than drBV^]ng ^nK lud deeds He 
wa'f elected DelegHe 1o the Corivent]on c hi rged ^^'ith the responsible and novel duty of 
Formmg i written constitui ion for \1 assac huse1 ts In 1hal body he labored ^i1h unt]rLug 
as^iduit>, a^ tu Congress, the conslilution thuh pnKluced "A'as in agrcBt lueasLire prepared 
b> KimselF. and it i*^ due to h]s memory to record the Fat-I. thBt ]t -w^^ among 1he mosi 
demiKTBtic of ilL tbh: conMHutLon-^ ^^'Kich were adopled by Ihe nc^' Slales The >oungcr 
.Uam.'f hiving relurned 1o ^mertca \^'ilK Kis fither, hBd thu.'f Ihe id>Bntige orsee]ng 
repub^lican Ihei^ries broughl inlosuccessrul, p radical appkcal]on. 
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AbouC th[^ lime Congrwi'i rwioK'td on ^cnd]ng j MLn]'itcrPlcn[polcnC]ary to Grcal 
HrjtBin, lo ncgatjalc, IF possible, b trcal> of pcicc John ALlanui and John J By rtrct>cd 
each an cquBl nuinbc r of volcji The miull wi^ iKc *ppo]ntmcnt ot M Jay b\ Min^lcr lo 
Sp4]n^ And of John Adam'f 4*^ \1 tni^t^no the Court of 5 1. Jamt'f He was tn'f Inx: led to 
insist on the i ridcpendcncc uf I Kc United Slalc^ 

The yoLirigcr Adams igain atlcndtJ 1hc Diplomalist- They emharted in 1hc French 
fngalc i/d S^iiifhii^, on lKc I7lh of November L779 

The fngate sprang a le^k and was obliged lo put into ihc port ncaresi al harid^ wh]ch 
proved Co be Fcir^I in Spain The> disembarked on the [ [ th ot December, ^ritl trBveis^ 
tbH^ jnterveningdislance to Pans over iBnd. a journey of b thousand m]!^^. This journey 
^a'f performed through the mounts] ns on mules. Spam, bs well as FrBnce, w^k then ]ri 
atJunce wnK Amertca, ind the mmisler was everywhere received w]Ch respccl and 
kjndness- The French of ftcers al Fenol wore cockBdes in honor of the Triple Alhance. 
Lomhinjrig a while ribbon For [he French, 4 redone for [he Spanish, and a black one tor 
the Americans. 

The Unhled Powers p roposed dem b n* which wert omcnousof d]sappoLntmenl Co the 
MLn]Kler— On I he C2th ot December Ke wrote — "Et ]s ^Bid I hat England js as reluctant lo 
acknowledge the independence of Amertca, as to cede Gibraltar, the Last of which ]s 
insisted upon, bs well is the first " 

The tnvelleis reached Pari-^ abou[ the ni]ddlc of FebniiT^. I7S0 
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John Adam!^ mcntEoncd a smgul if cd] nc idc nc r in hi'f IcIT^r BnrioLincciig Thtir arrivat. "I 
have iKc honor lo be lotlgcd here with no Iwi"^ b fwrsonayc th^ri the Pnncc orHcs^c- 
Cas^cl, who IS bwrc upon a visit. Wc occupy dLrtcrenI af>anmcji1'i in I he same house, and 
have no ] ritcrcoLirTic v^]th each o1her to be "furc but "^^mc wjg'f Bre of opinion^ I hat ]ri 
were aulhonsed lo open i riegot]alion \^'ilh him [ mighl obtBin froni him b*^ many Iroops 
to ngh1 on OAir TiL'^d^of lheqtKSI]on. a.'f he hB^ already hired to tbte EngJi'ibi agarnsl m^" 

The Amencin Re vol ul ion his w rough! wondeTful ch ariges si nee thBt dBy P^o 
GerniBn PnnLe could now send a man^ or a mii^ket. to wir against his princ]ples. 

John Adam*^ soon discovered 1ha1 there was m^ pro'fpecl orsucces'f rorh]s mf&ion To 
ErigliTid. He remuned it Pariii until August^ 1730^ And during ihe lutcrvAl his sou wai± 
kept Bt lu academy in thai city 

At the eiipiriUon ot thai period the Minister repaired to Holland, *nd there recctved 
instrvclions to negotiate a loan, ind then b Ereat> ot amity ind commerce \^'ilh the "ilates 
oJ Ihit counlr>' The younger Adanb v^hile in Holland was pljced Jt school, tcnit al 
Amslerdam, and aften^'ard^ in the Unt^ers]l> of Leyden 

A lelterof the father dated al Am'flerdam, ] Slh December, 17SU, give^ u.'f i glimpse 
of the system or instruction appioved by him, Bnd a pleisint view of the pnnciples 
which he deemed il important to be ]nculcjted. 
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"I ha^'t th[s momirif 'icrit Mr Thflstcr with m> two !»its lo Lr>clcn_ (here lo tjkc up 
their re'iLLlcncc tor'^oinc tjcnr^ bfkJ there lo puniuc their studies of Littn bfkJ Greek under 
tbtL' Mi^LellciH mislcFS and Ihcre 1o altend Icrluresuf Ihc cclebritecl protc'^'^Yis lji 1hal 
UnL^cr^]ty. ]1 i'i jnuc K c he apcr Ihcre lKan here The air]s infimtcly purer and iKc 
comp4ii> and CD riveisal]ori arc belter. ]1 t'f pcrKsps as learned « Univcn>it> b^ any tn 
Eurupe. 

"1 should nol "Aii^h lo have children cducalcd tn 1he communschooL'f of Iht'f counlr^^ 
where a liltlcness of soul t^ nolonotft The mastepi are mean spirited wretches, pjRcbitng, 
kicking, and boxing the children Ljpone>er>' turn. Tbiere ih^ beside^^ b ^enerBL Littleness. 
ari'iiug From the incessjrit coutemplatjunariilaveis and dD]ts^ which per^'ade^ the u'huLc 
people. 

"Fnigilny and iritlu-^lry are virlues everywhere, but i>artce *nd ^lingincs^ ire nol 
frugal] ty. The Du1ch ^a>, 1hal v^ithout a habit oflhtnkirigof ever> doil before >ou ^perid 
It no luan can be a good mcrchanl orconduci Irade WLlhhuccciS 

"Thts^ I believe^ is a jinl mjx]m in genera L bu1 I would ne^er w]sh to see a son of 
mine govern hfcm'feir by i1 1 1 is Ihe sure lud cedatu way for an tTidu.'ftnoLE> man lo be 
rich. ] t iE Theonl> po'isible way for i merchant to become I he fir^l merchani or the 
nchesl man ]n the pi ice. Bui thi'f ]s an object thai [ hope none of my ch]ldren will ever 
akm a[. [t is ]ndeed true everywhere^ 1hal thiv>e who altend 1o small expenses Bre ilwa>s 
rich. 
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"T would Kavf my childrrn itlcnd to doiE'f irid raFth]ng!i b^ dc^'oully as iKc merest 
Dutchman upon cadK. if !iucK aH^nlion \^'as nrrc^^Bry to "lUppod thc]F independence. A 
man who discover b di'fpostlion Brid adc^jgn to be Lndcpcndcnl^hcldDin succccc^ A 
jeiloLi^y Bfiscs agBinst h]m The tyr^nt^ arr alBrmed on Ihe one E]de^ lest he should 
oppose them the sJavc^ Bre il armed an the other le^l he should expose thei r *ien' l] Hy 
Theeiy from all qu^rleis i^, 'H6f is ihe i?r<Mi£ies\ t?\aii i*i ih^Hi'orhf H^^aiiiNyJ hei^t lo he 
under ohfigaTion. ' 

"] never ]n my life observed in>one endcBvonng lo hy me under particular 
obligation 1a him but I "fuhpecled he had a design lo make me h]s dependent^ Bnd lo have 
ctBims upan my gn ti1 ixJe. This E should hive naab>ec[]an lo, beciu.'fe gral]tude is 
always in one's pav^er But the dBnger js. thBt men will expect ind require mare of ue 
than honor and innouen4.e. and rectitude will permil us to perfarm 

"I n o ur couni ry ^ however an^ min^ with common induiilry and prude Rce, may be 
I Eidepende rit_" 

One cannol turn over a p age of the domestic histoTy of John .Adanu:^ WEthaul findcng 
a precept or example, the influence of which is manifested in ihechBraclerof hjs 
I LJ uh1 nous san Thus he writes to Mts. .\dams^ loiKhmg certain calummes which had 
been propBgaled agBinst h]m:~ 
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"Do n't dc'f [rc!i^ >oijn^lf aboul any milcciouF^ altcinpt?^ to injurr mc in the c^itcm b []o ri 
ot my counlrymcn Let Ihcm 1atc thF]rcour>f and go chc Lc rigth of I Kctr tdhtr. They 

^lIL never hud your hLfibBnd. v^ho'ic ctianctrr cs rodificd with b ^held of tnnoccncc and 
honor ten thotfc and-foLd ^Irongcr Ihan bra^isor iKjn_ The contcmpUblt cssBy^ made by 
you know whom, will only tend to 1 heir own conFLtion My Lc tiers have shown them 
tbteiro^n ]^riorancc. asighl thc> could nol bear. S4> as litlle jbont kt as I do. ] Laugh, and 
^lJL laugh before all postcnt>, at their impotent rage irid envy." 

[n JuL>, I 7S] FfBnci^ Dam. v^ho hBd a1 tended John .Ad4m^ as Sccre1ar> of Legitton 
wt-i Bp pointed Minister to Ruw>Li John Qui ncy .\dams, I hen foudeen >caisold v^bs 
af>p<jinlcd Privale Serretiiy oF thi"^ missjon He remained al thit post fourteen months, 
performing ]tsdiJt]cs v^]th entire sat]sfaclion lo tbw m miller The singular ripeness of the 
youlhfuL "^cc relBr^' v^bs "^hown in hjs tri>ellin^ jlone, on h]s return fnjm S1 Fetepiburgh, 
b> a journey leisurely midc. ind J i Lied wUh obser^' al lonh of Sweden, Denmark 
Hamburgh and Bremen On aTnvmg ]n EiolLBnd. he resumed his sludie'f Bt ihe Hague. 

John Adam'f, h av i ng com p I eted h]s mtssion in EiolLBnd. WBSsoon charged, [ogether 
^t1h Qr FrBnklin and Thorn b^ Jeffeison, w]lh the duly of negoUaling i derin]tive Irealy 

ot peace wilh Great Brjtajn 
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The lrcat>' w b^ CTcrutcd Jt Pari^ on the 301 K of Novtmbcr. I78J, ind wi^ rBtificd 
JjRLiBr^' 14th L7S4 The younger AclBrrei tnjoycd the !iat]!ifaction of being present Bt iKc 
conclu'f io ri of the treat> and "Aibiilc it ^'3^ under pn>cc^s ot ric^t]al]on^ he wi.'f co rvil anily 
favored ^^'HKopportuniltes of l]stcnirig to iKc in.^lru(.t]vcron>cryBtiDn of FrBnlzkn Bnd 
Jeffcn»o a 

The ncgotiJtion of the trcBty wasdclalory in ihc extreme Et wi^ embamsstd wilh 
French intnyue^, gre^l c are I e^isncss at home, and grcalcr relu^lance on the part of 
Englind- The weaned MmjMer wiole lo Mr> Adams on iKc 30th oF May, 17S3 "Oiir 
son ]E at the Hague purMJ]ng his studies ^ithgreBt Brd^r They give h]m a good 
character wherever Ke ha.'f been, and [ hope he ^ili make agi>od man " On the 9th of 
June he wrote in iKcsc homely, bul manly word^E: "[ am weary, worn, and disgu'fled to 
dealK [ had rather chop wood, dig d]tcKcs_ and mBke fence upon my poor I i tile JBrm 
ALbs poor farm^ and poorer Family' wha1 ha>e you kw>t 1hal yourcounlry mighl be free' 
and thBt olKers mighl catch f]!ih and hunt deer and beais a1 their ease' 

'There will be as few of the teaisof gralHude.or Ihe smiles of admiraE]on, or I he 
sighs of p]E> for us as For the anry_ Bul all I his should not h]nder me From going o^er 
tbte "^ajne scenes aga]n, upi^n iKesame occBSJorb—scene'i which [ would not encounler for 
all the weaLth, pomp, and power of ihc world Boys! if you cverKi> one word, or ulter 
one complaint, I weII di?:]nhert1 you Work[ you rogiics. and be free 
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You ^I'lll nocr have 'io hard ^I'ork to do Bh paf>a Iib^ had Daughter! get you in honc^l 
man for b hLfibBnd. iulI kc^p him honest. No mBtlcr ^^'hcther bte ]^ ncK, provtded he be 
I ndepe riLle nt. Regard I he hi^nor ind the moraE charBcterof I he min more 1han bII 
c in: u mM ance^. Think of no o ther gre al riesK bul Ehj1 oflKehOLiL no other nche^ bul those 
of the heart-" 

Afler concluding the tre aty of pe ace _ Jo Kn .Ad ims . together w H K T^rarik I i n and Jay, 
^a'f chBT^ed "ailIK the duty of negotiating a treaty of commerce wjth GreBt Brit4]n, incl 
John Adam'f, laking Kis son John Quincy v^]th Kim, proceeded to Loridori. and took up 
h]s residence Bt 1hc British Court Mpi. Adam'^ embarked jn June, ITS] , to jom her 
Ku'f bi rid. 

John AdarFL'f was appointed Mfcn]ster PienLpo1enl]ar> to I he same Court in 1 7S5. ind 
thuh he, "A^ho [en ye^ni before, "A^hen a subject, ]n the prov [rtce of M aiiK bc huhetls had 
sijd_ "I t.nt?v\^ ihal Gr^i^J Brifaitz ft^T d^tJ^nsriiicd upon h^tf jsji^m^ ami ihal ven 
d^Jx^nTiiiiaffoii ii^Iermrnei m6' t?ii ^raJ?Ef,"— was the firs! Represenlativeof h]B indepcntlcnt 
country admilted to in audience b> the discomfUed mBjcfly of Ihe [mperiaL Slater. The 
oct.i'fion -^^"i Bdaptcd to ei^LUe pn^fonnd cmn^tjons though of diffcrrnt kind'f, ]neich 
pBrt>_ John .Adims BdJressed Ihe King Ihus — 

"The Uniled S tiles of A meric * hBve Bp pointed me thc]r M]nister Plen]poten1tjry lo 
yourMijesty, and have directed me to deliver to your Majesty lh]s teller, which contJ]ns 
the evidence of it 
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It is ]nob«licncc to iKccrcTprfs^^commjnd^^ thai I have the honor to i.'surf your 
M aj«i ty of 1 hci r urianbnioii'f di^posiUon brcI desire tocijlE]valc the most liberal and 
fneiiLlly intercourse between your M aj c^l y 's subj ec ts and IhcirciUzcnh. jrid oF their be'fl 
^["ihe^ for your Majesty'^ heaFth and h4pp]ncsh. and for thai of your n^yil fajn]L> 

"The appointment of a M]ntster from the U ruled Stales lo your Mijeiil>\ Court, \^'ill 
form an epoch lji the hj!i tory of E ngl and End of America. ] think myielf more fortunate 
than bII my fellow citizens in havjn^ the di'^nn^ut'ihed honor to be the firs1 to "flBnd in 
yoijrMijesty\ ro>Bl presence, jn a diplomatic rhBracter and ] shilL e*itecm my*ieLJ the 
KB[>[>ieM (>f men if [ can be inslrumenlal in recommending m> Connlr^ Entire and more, 
to your Maje-^ly's royaJ benevoJence, and of restonn^ an entire e^leem confidence Bnd 
affeclion, or]n be I ter wont. 'Ihe old good nalnre, and the old good harmon>,' belween 
people, who, though separB ted by an ocean, Bnd under diFFerenI govern menis have the 
same language a similar religion, and kindred blood [ beg your M aj es1 y 's permissjan to 
add, IhBt BllKough [ have "^me times before been tntni'fled b> my counlTy , il wai± never, 
in my whtjlc liJc. in a manner so agreeable lo myself." 

George ]]]. repUed wilK dignity, bul Eiot w il Ko ut some manhfestalionsof excilemeni — 
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"The c Ere Lim^tancc^ of [hi^ Budicruzc b re so ^ xl raordin b ry^ ihc language you Hbvc now 
KcLd ]S'io c;itrcmcL> proper, incl 1hc tcchnp^ you havt Ll]'^covcrcd ^io ju'^ll> Bdaf>tcd tii lhc 
occA.'fioii th4l [ must ^^y thil [ not onJy receive wjth plca'iurr 1ttf BS'iurmccs oF the 
friendly dispf>^]t]oriar the People of the UnLt«J StJtc'f, bul [ am ver^ ^LBd the chofcec h^n 
FaLJcn upon yuu lo be their Mini'fleF I wish you, sir, to bflie^e. and Ihat ]t may be 
u ndc i'sIuckJ tn Amenci. thit I hBvcd[>nF nothing in the luccorilfst but what ] thi^ugtit 
niysi: I r ] ndff pen'f Ably bourid Id do, by the duty wbitcK [ owed my people I wtiL be frank 
^Llti you— E was the li.'fl to conform to Ihcsfpiratjon. bul tht "fcpara^on having been 
made and having become tnevilBbLe. [ ha>e al^4>'f said, as I 'fa> now, iKat ] ^ould be 
tbte fjrst lo meel the friendship of the UnHed Slater, b^ an independent power 

"The moment ] Ecesuzhsenliments and language as yours pre^Bil and « dispos]t]on 
togL^e thi*^ country iKe preference, thil Em^menl [ shall say, let the c i re umst^nces of 
Language, reJigion and blood h^ve EheirnituraJ and full effetl " 

The kindly feehng^ expressed by iKe King, were however, com paraUve I y, only the 
language ofcercEnony, for the En t]sK Ministry and the BnlisK people, dtd no1 regard the 
new republic with favor But the> could nol withhold 1he eAhibiUon ot retnct^nt respect. 

[t was al ^nch a lime as Ehi^i, and tn "fuch c irc umKl ances thBt John Quinsy .\dams 
■surveyed, from a new posiUon, ihecolos^il structure of Brilish power, and 1hc workings 
of lis combined s>^leEnsof con-^crvative irjstocracy, Bnd progre^iscve democracy. 
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It \vfls here thj1 he jmbibcd nc^' ^'cncratiorifor Rus^rlL Sjclncy^ HaTnpdcn, and Milton^ 
jff rcpubJicBci palnafi; ^or SKflk^pcarc. Drydtn^ End Pope. l1^ immortal pocf^; and for 
.^ddk'^n and Johnson^ its moraJisls^ here he Learned from Wilbcrforcc the pnnciplc^of 
polklieal philanlhropy as ^cll as ihc [>ali cnce jrid peisevcrBncc to defend [hcm^ ind 
siLidicd chKiucnce by the living riicKleL'^ of Pitt Fox^ ET3k]ne^ Eurkc. jnd ^hcndan. 

This^ indeed^ was a f] [ting cone Euston tu a prccoc]OLi^ cduc^lbon by the p^lnols and 
ph] Lo'ai[>hers of his own country. VrWh praclicBl observe tton'f in the courts of 5 pain and 
the NelherLflnd"^ of the weak hut amiBblc Louis XV[ , End the acrompliiihcd but 
depraved CathBnne [[ 

John Qutney Adams now bec^ine feBFfuL th^l Ihe dLJE]es of m anhood would devolve 
upon him WLlKoLit hi^i KBVtng completed 1he necessary Bcademkc MLfdie^i. He therefore 
oblaincd leave tt> relurn home ]n I7K5. a1 Ihe aye oFeighleen yeajs. Biid entered 
CBmbridgc Uuiversily^ at an advanced standing, m 17^6. He gradualed in h7itS wilh 
deserved honois 



CHAPTER ]] 



JOHN gUTWCY ADAMS STUDCE3 LAW--HIS PRACTICE-ENGAGES IN PUBLIC 
UFE-APPO[^"TED MENESTER TO THE HAGLFE 



Aflcr lca^]rig the Lrn]vcr>ity, young Adams cnlcrcd Ihc Dff]cc of ThcDphilus Parsons. 
who ^I'as then ]n Ihc pncUccof law at Wcwbijr>pon, iritl who BFtcrwirds for so miriy 
ycan> filFcd with Jigji]ty bikI abilily the office of Chict Jii'ft]4.c of Missachu'^tts 

.^daTTL'f CO rii[>Lc trd tbte usuiJ Icrm of profcsK]onal ^ludy^ julI thtn commenced iKc 
praclicc of Ihc Lew jr Boslon ll may crKouragc "^omc who arc opprK>scd by the 
d] f fic Lil l]es 4ltciid]n^ fciiitialiori m iKc proffM^ion^ lo kriow^ iKal dunng the fiist End only 
Four yciPi ot John Quincy .\djmy' practice, he had occi^ion fo r dcspondcnc> _ 

"i hid long and Imgcnn^ anxictjcs, {he Bftcrwinl'f 'ii]d.| in looking forward, donbtfuf 
even of my f>rospccls of comfodabLc subsislencc, bul acquirmg more and more Ihc 
means of it, till in the last of the fonryeais, iKc t>LC>incss of my piofc^ion yielded me in 
income more thin equal ti^ m> expenditure^.' 

Em [he counlry and I he ige had c 1 1] ms on Jo hn Qui nc y Adams, ms well mi^ on h]s 
Father, for higher dLJt]es then "making writs," and 'hirangumg jLirbc^,' End "betng 
hBppy " 
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The Amtncjn Rcvolulion, which had been brought to j successful close, had 
inspired thn^ughi^ut ELirope, b ctskrc to renovate the i nst] tul ions of guvcminc rit. The 
otFiccrs and c ] ti7^ns of France who had mingled ]n the conlcst, h^d carrjed home the 

see* of Trccdoni- ind hfld sc altered them abroBd uponso]l qij]ct lo receive iKem. The 
flime of L]ber1y_ ktndledon I he shores of Ihc Western Continent, wa^ reflected back 
upon the OLd World France beheld ]ts bcBnui and hiiLed them as « beacon-ligh1, which 
should IcBd Ihe nal]ons out froin the bond Bge of Ages Enspirited b> Ibu: "^iKcess Bttcnding 
the ^Iruggle ]n Che BrH]shcolon]es, I he French people, long crushed benealh agnntltng 
despolt^m, resolved 1o burst iheir^h^ckLes Bnd slrike for Freedom. Et was * noble 
rc?ulul]on, bul consummated, ali.'f amid devastitton Bnd ihe iv]lde^l anarchy The French 
Revolution filled the world ^Llh horror l1 ^bs the work of « blind gjanl. urged lo fury by 
the remembrBncc oF wrongs endured for generations The Alt*rof L]ber1y wjs reared 
amid "iCBS oF blood, Bnd "Plained v^Jth the gore oF innocent >]clims 

The measurable failure of thi'f "flruggle la France, teacher ihe ncccss] ty of due 
preparBtion before a people can id^ance to Ihe pcrmBnenI pov^c^ision Bnd enjoyment of 
their rights 
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The A mcriciii<:oloni!i1s had been [rBincd to nUoiiBl co rc^ pi ions uf rrc«fc>m^ by 

lemons of wiiiiJom Ends agar it> read tbtrm b> Ihcir PuntBR falhcr^_ and b> 1hc ciipcricrKC 
inhcLt-govcrmncnl, arfoidcd during 4 (century and a half of enjoy mcnl of a large shBre of 
politicfll pn V I Icpcs, grjnitd by 1tic mo1 her country They were iKu"^ prepared to lay deep 
andstiong iKe Found^tLons of 4rienL]gtiteriedgavemnienE, ^hich^ equally removed fn^ni 
the eA tre mes of dcf pot]s m OR ihc one hind and anarchy on iKeolhcr^ ind grBntirig lis 
!iubjecls lKe exerci'fe ot the]r nghl to "life liberty^ End the pupfuH ofhappiriesK^" shall 
endure tKrougK age^ 1o come But the people of FriRce^ shul up in dBrkriess during 
cenlLines of misrule, passed at b step from abjeel servitude to unhmiled rreecfc>m. They 
were unprepired for lh]s violeni Uansition. The ir conceptions of h berty were of the most 
eTtrBvaganI description. WKal wonder thi1 they becBEne d]zz> at their sudden elevH ion' 
What "Aiondcnhal blood flowed tn nvepf'— lKal dis.^en^]on and JBCIion rem Ihcm isundcr 
— thit a Jearful anirchy soon refcgned tnLimpKanl~or thit Ihe confused Brid tn^ubled 
drama closed ]n the iion rule of b milttary co rique ror— Ihe MbroF DcsUny' Let rio1 lh]s 
leMtori be lo'fl upon the world Let i people who woukJ enjoy freetlLim, leirri to menl Ihe 
boon b> 1he 'flud> of iLs principles and a p repiratio ri to exercise lis pnvi leges, under 
those sal Li1 ar> restraints ^^'Kich mancBR never thiow offind be happy' 



4S LIFE OF JOHN QUINCV ADAMS 

The odi u m txc Hcd ihroughout Europe by chc txcCTiScs of Ehc French Rr^oluE]ori_ wbs 
heaped withi^ut mci.'iure upon the American people. The> were rhBrgcd ^'\\h the origin 
of the misrule v^hichconvul'^ed FrBnce and filled Ihe ^B^lcm he mispbtrre with ilaTm 
and were launt]ngly pointed to the crude theone'f proiTiul^alcd by French democracy^ 
and the Failure of iKcir pKrenz]ed ef Forts lo eMiblish an cnlighTened and peTmanenI 
Republic^ is canclusive e^jdence iKat ^e I r-govemincnt , among any people^ was a mere 
U lop] an dream^ which could never be reahzed. 

The c!ilabt]shnienl of a republican governmenl in AmencB. had tio1 been [el]hhed by I he 
monarchies of Europe The> looked upon it wilh distni'ft as a precedent dBngerou'f lo 
them ]n Ihe htghcsl degree The succor which Louis X\ [ hid rendered the revolting 
colonisls, wi.'f nol from i love of democnUc instJtulionh it was hi'i hope toenppLe Great 
EntBin^ hi*^ ancient enemy^ Bnd to f] nd so me oppod utij t> perhaps^ lo win back hj^ 
CBnadiBO provinces, which hBd*iO recently been rent Fnjiu hi^ piv>^esh]on When the 
pent-up flames of revolution buist Jorlh i1 Ihe very doorsof the government of ihe old 
world—when lhe French thione hBd been robbed of its king, and thit king of his l]re— 
when B Republic had been proclaimed in the]r mids1. ^nd "fig n aL-notes of freedom were 
ringing in I heir bonilers— they bet b me ^ienotdly il armed The growing evil must be 
checked immediately. Led on by England, the conl]rtenla[ powepf combined to 
exierminite Bt a blow, if po'&tble, ever^ vc^nge of Republicanism ]n France Then 
commenced the long series of b[ood> w^Pf, which with Ltlle intermission, convuE'icd 
Europe for nearly a quarter of a century, Bnd ceBscd only when lhe irwk of St Helena 
received its Eoncly exile. 
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In the mcanlimr aCTi]??^ al home h^d BCIacTicd [o b critical juncture. The Coretctution 
Kfld btcn adopted The ric^i" govcrnmcm hid been ^c1 lji opcralion under the 'iupervision 
ot Washinglon as Ihe fiis! Pre^idenl of the Republic The people. influenLcd by cerlain 
"elective *ffioLltes," had become sundered into IwogrcBt polHical pirLies— CTlih jf rr^j rr t^ 
and P^ ^tjf ^f J Tr t^^. or Federal *nd Democralic. Bo1h were dj-^l rLi*i tful of the ConslHuUon. 
The former believed lI too weik to con'^l idale i governmtJil LipBbLe of protettjn^ l1s 
subjccl!i in Ihe peiceful enjo>ment of the]r righ1^. from di^ico rd within and 4ltBcbs frum 
wUhoLiE. The latler Bpprehended th^t it might eaMl> be Irarvi formed^ b> "lOme ambitiou'f 
Napoleon^ into jr instniment ofoppre^i'fioii, more fearful even 1tian the limited 
moriarch> from wh]ch they hid but recemly escaped, at an expense of so much blood 
and treasure Eachoflhese parLhes are entitled lo thecredil of equil sincenly and honc^ly 
of purpose 

Washington^ "AiHh a lofliriess of purpose [ruly chirBLlerfilic ot agreBt Brid good mcnd^ 
rertcted to idenlify himself wtlh either party. In forming his f] n>t c ak>i net^ moved wi1h a 
deE]re to heal the dissensions wh]chdislrac1ed Ihe country ^ he se lee led lis membeni 
equally fiom 1he id^enie ractioTi";. 
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Ham]lton and KnoT rrprcjic nCcd thr Federal party, jnd Jcffcr»on and Rflndolph ihc 
opposite. During h]scntjrt Bdminis1ralit>n, "Ihc FflChcroF biis counl r>' " Mtid]L> Bimcd to 
kctp hi rTU»cLf c Lc ar fn^m iLJ parly ^nlan^Lcmrnls He wi^ c mpbial ic b Lly the Prcijclcnl of 
tb»c whole pcof>[e_ *niJ no1 of « FarlLon. Ht^ mB^rianLmou^ ^pint would not stoop lo parly 
FavorUksm, nor allow him to c;icrr]!ie the [kjw e r cnlrii^lcd htm. to promote the interests 
of any political clique. In all hi*^ measures hisgrcBt objecl wbs 1o ad^iruze the welfare of 
the nation without regard lo ttteir tnflLiencc oriconn]cling panics. In these things Ih: lefl 
bchuKl him a pure aiKl noble exBmpkc, nchly worlhy the imilationofhi^ "fuccessoni la 
thai Kigh stitbon. 

The Re^oluliori in France, Brid the meisurcf Bdopted b> the Allied So^ereign^ to 
arrest ii\ piogrc^. exr i ted the liveliest inlereM aiming iKe people of iKe CJniled Slates. 
Eul their sympathies tbr in differe nt eh an neK, Bnd very naturally look tt»c hue of Ihcir 
pBrty prcdilcctjort. The Democrals beheving the French RcvoluE]on to be the up- 
spri rigi ng of t he same principles which hid triujnphed ttere~a lawful attempt of an 
oppressed people to secure I he exercise ot mil tenable nghl^— BUhoii^li shuddering it the 
excesses ^hjch hid been perpetrated, si ill felt ]t to be ourownciuse and insi^led Ihal 
we were tn honor Brid duty bound lo render atl the absistince in our pov^er, e^eri to j 
rc^wrt lo arms, if need be. 
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The F«JcrBli!i1s on [he other hand^ ^'czc BLirmcd it iKc anirchhcal tcTidcRCfcc^ in France 
TKcv \^'crc fcartul thBt lav^ onilcr, govern men! andsucict> Use If, wauLd be utlcriy and 
speedily swept *way, unli^ss the rcvol u tion b r^' movement wa^ irrcsted Cherishing these 
apprehensions, 1hcy were disposed [o tBvor the views of G real Bnlain and other 
European powepf, and were 4rui]ocb Ehit I Ke gi^vemme nt of the Uniled ^iBtes should 
adopt £Dmc active meisurrs to assist ]n checking whal the> coutd no1 E>ul \icw as ripjd 
Elndcs lo polUicaF Brid social anarchy However Ihe ["a^o parlies djFrered as to the 
measures piuper to be adopted in lh]scrisjs the> "A^ere uniled m 1he convidion iKat our 
fo>ernmen1 hKould take some p^n as « beLligerBnt, ]n the'^c BuropeBn slruf^Les and 
exededeach its influence to bring aboul such br interference as would be in accordance 
wUh Che I r conflicting views of duE> Bnd exped]ency 

There wis res]ding, Bt iKis period, in EosCon, b youn^ and ncarL> briefless iBwyer, 
whose ^]ewE on these import Bot m alleis diffe red mBtenilL^ tn^m those e riterta] ried by 
both p^rlkes. Et was JoKriQiJ]rKy Adams While Ke could not counten b nc e the Btlempis of 
the AHied Poweis lo destnjy the French Republic, and re-eslabL]sh a monirthy, he wis 
equally f^r From fa^onrig the turn which Bffaini were clearly tilzjng in thai unhappy 
country. He cvidenlL> foresaw 1hc French RevoLulion would pmve a failure, Bnd Ehit it 
Wis engeEKlcnng an ]nFLuen(.e whicK_ unchecked, woutd be deeply ]njurious to American 
Itberty ind onder. 
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To counlcFact lKi!i CcmHcncy, he published in iKc Boston Ccntcncl, ]n [791 _ a ^cncsof 
an]LLc^ s]gri«J "Publicoli " in ^^'hirh he di'icussflj with grcal abilLly. the wild vigBncf 
cn^^ndcrcd among poJiUraL writ^Pi jn France and which had bccricjufhl up by niBny tn 
our own couritry. TKc^c irlLclcf BtlracTcd much altcTilion^ both a1 home Brid abio^d They 
were rc-publ ished ]ri EngLBritl- a'f in answer tost^craL po]nt^ in PBinc'"^ "R]gKtsof Man " 
So piofound was the political "^Bgacity ihcy df^plBycd^ brcI so grcal the ramilhanly with 
publtc arTiJFs. thit iKcy ^crc^ b> gcncraJ conscnl aUribulcd lo the cLdcr .^d^in^i. On lbs 
subj«. I ^ Jo hri Ad^ms writer hi» witc is toJLows, from PKiiadFlpKja^ on the ^th December 
1733-- 

■Tbic ViscounI NoaiJLcs called on mc « ^ « ^ He seemed >cry critical in hi'f ]nqLiirics 
cone cm] ng [he Icttcni printed as mine in England. ] tofcd h] m c b rid idl> thai [ did nol wn[c 
tbwMTi and mi^ frank[y, ] n confidence , who did_ He ^i>^ I hey matle « grca1 tmprcss]on upon 
tbvi: people of En^lBFid- 1 hat he bwirtl Mr_ Windhim and Mr Foii *ipeak ot them as I he 
bes1 lh]nf EhBt hid been wnlten and a'f one of the be^1 ptcc cf of re aso m n^ ind "flyle they 
hade^er reid " 



The younger Adam.'f^ ]n surveying 1hecond]|]oriorihc counlry al this en lie al period^ 

became convinced Jt would be a JBtil step k>r the new govcmmerit lo tike sides wilh 
either of 1 he great pBrties in Europe, who were engiged m 1he se1tlemcn1 of I heir 
d] f fic 111 tjes by the artiitrcment of arms. How e ver si ro ngl y our *i>mpi1 hies were elicjted in 
behalFof the French Republic— however we miy have been bound jngrilUixie tor the 
assi^itance rendered us during ourRevolul]onary siriiggle, toco-operate wjth France in 
hcrdefcRce of popular inslitu! ions— Mill, scl f- preservi! ion i'^ the f]rs1 Ibv^ ot UBture. 
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Mr_ Adam'^saw. ihaC to chiDW ouik^Ivcs into Ehc mclcc of Europtjriconn]cl'i ^ould 
pros! rale the i merest^ of 1 he country- , ind peril the ver^ txi-^lcnce of the ^ovcmmenl 

Tbie^tC vicwf he embodied in iheriesorirLLcle'^^ "AititcK tie published in the Eo'flon 
Ccritincl^ ]n 1793^ under 1 he stgn ature of "Marcellus " He in'fisled i1 \^'as ahke the did ate 
of duty ind poltcy_ Ihat the U ruled Stales should remain kindly neutral bel^een Fraiicc 
and her enemies The^^e papeni Jttraclcd general aMenlion Ihroughonl the Lrn]ori. and 
made b marked i mp res^]on on I he public mind. They were reed by Wi.'fhington^ wilh 
ex press]ons of the highcit sitL^fr^ctiori. ^nd he niide pad icnlar inquiries respecling I he 
auEhor. 

The position ot Mr. Adam.'f on neutr^JLly wb^ new and irioppos]liori lo 1he op]mons 
ot the greal mass of the country. To him, ]l ]s beheved belongs the honor of fiPil 
publicly id^ocat]ng lh]!i line orpo[]cy, which afler%^Brct> became 4 sc tiled pnnciple ot 
tbic Amencin governmen! Non-interference wilh foreign affairs t^ 4 principle to which 
the Union hB"^ rigidly adhered to 1tie present hour. In the^e aFl]cles too, Mr \dams 
developed Ihe p<jlitical creed which governed him Ihrou^h l]fe jn rcgBrd to two greal 
pn nc I p I L"^— unio n al home *nd ]ndependence of all forej^n alliances or e nt* nglementa— 
independence not only politically, bul in m aniiraetur«> And ]n commerce 
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On ihc 25th of ^pnt 179J_ Washtngton tMiUcd i procfBmalion, Bnnouricing the 
ncutrilny af I he LTjiJtcd Sliilcs between the belligerent inltons of Europe Thi!i 
pn^cLimanon v^b^ not i^'fued until afler Mr AlIbrls's :irt]clcs uiging this course hod been 
before 1he publjc forsi^me time. ]1 t'f m KouorBble te'^nmuny lo the "f^gocity orhi'f ^iew^^ 
tbia1 SV a'f hiTigtun^ jud the eminent men eompo'f i rig KiscBbinet^ adopted b poL]cy which 
cohncidcd "«) perfectly whth opinions he had foTmed purely from thcslrerigthof h]sown 
convietion.'f. The proclam^Uon plei.'fed neither of 1 he belhgererit n^tEons in Europe. It 
arotded the enm]ty of bo1h^ b rid t Bid ope ri o u r comme re e to I he depredal ions of all 
pBftJcs. on Ihe pLea IhBt 1he .American government wa'f immical to I heir interests 

WhLe tn 1he prBctJce of Lbw ]n Bo!i1on^ Mr Adams wi.'f nol well EBtisf]ed wilh his 
condi I ion or prD'ipec ts Thit he ^i.'f laudably ambition'^ 1o ari'^e to djMtnction in some 
honorBble line isquUeeertBin Bui ^jngulir as il may appear 41 lh]sday^ in view of hi'f 
eariy life^ and his acknowledged laLents^ he was m^t looking for nor expecting, polUieaL 
preferment. These tBCI'i Bppearin Ihe following pBs^age-^ Fnjm hff diar^^ wnlten Bt that 
time^ Bnd ^hich^ moreover^ will be tound loeonlam cerlain rules of ac[]on for hfe^ 
^hkch the ^oung men of oiircountr> should stkidkoui±l> seek lo imitJte. 
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"Wednesday, May ]filK_ E792 I am not !iBtisf]«J weiK [hr manner in whcrKi tmploy 
my time l1 t'f c b Ic ul alcd lo keep mc forever fixed ]n IhBt "ftBtc of u^clcis and Ll]^grBccfijl 
I nsi5nLt]c J RC }■ , which hB^ been m> lot for'iome yeBr^ pB!it Al an igc bearing close upon 
tv^cnty-five, when mBny oF the ch^raclers who were born for iKe bencfn oF their fcl low- 
creBturcf hBve rendered 1 hem'f cl ves eon'f pic uole> among iKeircolemporBFLC^, and 
Founded a rcputitton upon wbiicK their memory rcniBLns, iruil ^ilL cont]mie lo the Idlest 
postcril>~at 1tial period, I stilt find myself as obscure, bs urikiiown to the world, as the 
1110M indolent or the moM stupid of human bcin^ [n Ihe WBLksofictive life [ have done 
iuj1biLny_ Forlunc- tndced, who clatm.^ I0 bteiselt a lai^c proporlton of the mertt wh]ch 
exhibits ti^ public >jew the talenff ofprofc^i'ftonBl men. al an CBrly pcnod of Ihcir lives, 
Kb^ not hitherto been peculiarly indulgent to mc But iF lo my own m]nd [ inqij]re 
whelher I "should at Ihi'f lime be qualified lo receive Bnd derive an> beriefu fn^m an 
opponunUy v^h]ch ]t mBy be in her power to procure for me, my ov^n mind would "shrink 
from the [nvcfligiUon. My btcBrt i'^ rio1 eon.'^]Ok£i of an unworthy ^mbilion, nor of j 
de^]re loe'ftBbli^h eilKer fimc, honor, or fori urte upon 4ri> other found Btion than thai of 
desert. Em U I'f ron.'^]oi^ and Ihe conscderatjo ri ts eqiJBll> painful and hum] I i at] rig. U t'i 
conscious thBt lKe 4mbit]on I'f con'flanE Bnd unceB^]ng. wh]le Ihe e^erlions to Bcquire the 
talenL^i which ought alone lo fiecure the reward of amb]tion. are feeble, ]ndolen1, 
Frequenlly mlernipled, ^nd never puisucd WElh an ^rdorequi^Blenl to iff purposes My 
future torlunes m lite are therefore, IheobjcclGof my preseni ^pecuLation, and t1 m4> be 
pnnper for mc tii reflect tun her upon the same !iubjec1, ind if poss]bEe_ to adopt some 
resolut]onh which mBy enable me, i.'f uncle Toby Shandy "fijdof hi^ miniBture "lieges, lo 
answer the gnzal endh of my ci^istence. 

"Finil. ihen. I beg]n w]lh estabhsKing mi^ 1 fundamenlal princ][>Le upon which jII m> 
!iubsequen1 pur^u]^^ ind reguliUons ire to be estibl I'lhed, 1hal the acqui'iition at le4nl,of 
a rc^pectible rcputiUon ]s j^ubject lo the overruLjnf po^er and w lulom of Piuvide nc e ,) 
wUhm my own power and that on my pan noth]ng t'i waning, bul a conslani and 
persevering determinBtion to I read ]n Ihe ^1eps v^h]ch natural Fy leid to honor 
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And^ jt iKc !^amc timc^ I amcqujlF> convinced, [hjt I never ^KaM altj]ri [hjtcrcdil in ihc 
wor[d which my nature d]rccts mc to ^^'isK. wj[houl such a "flcady^ pBticnt^ bfkJ 
pcr^cvtring puraij]t of the means adapted lo the tnd I hBvc in view, i.'f hi"^ often been the 
EubjccI of my spccul al ion, bul never of my [>racticc. 

'Libor Brid toil sEBnd ^Icm before Ehe [hione, 
AndguiKi— so Jo>c commBnds— the SBcred pl*ce_' 

'The mode of l]fc adopted almo'fl Limvepijlf> b> my CDtemporBrics Bnd equals t^ by 
no mean'f c ale Lil 4ted to secure the object of ni> ambition. My emuLBtiori i^f seld[>m 
"ilimuiatcd by obsen'iTig 1he jnduslr^' and BpplicalionoflbK^se v^hom my siluBtiori in life 
g]ves me ForcompBrnons. The pemjcious Bnd c hi Idi'ih opinion IhBt eiitrBordinBry gen]iE 
cannol brook the slavcTy of plodding over Ihc rubbh^hof aritiqij]l> | a c b rit so commo ri 
amon^ the heedleM>votanes of indolence), dulls the edge of all industry, Bnd is one of 
the mo'il powcTful ingredienls m lKe C]rcean polion which tnn.'^ronn'f many of ihe most 
promising >oung men inlo the bei^lly fonn'f which, in sluggish ]dleriesH. feed upon the 
I abois of ol he Fs The de^nerate sent]menl. E hope, will never obtain HJm]S'fion in m> 
mind, and, it my mind "should be lo]te[ed away ]n stupid Ia7]ness. U v^]ll be under the full 
convidEon of my conscience that [ am baitel> bartering 1hegreates1 benefiff wilh which 
hujnan be]nf^^ can be indulged, for the m]ser4ble grat]ricaEJonf: which are hanJIy v^onh>' 
ot contributing to Ihe enjoyment of 1he brulec real ion 

"And a'i I hBvegioundcd myself upon 1he principle, 1hal my character ]n under Ihe 
sm]les ot hea>en_ to be the v^ork ot my own hBnds il becomes neccs^iry For me to 
determine upon whi1 pari of active orof specula! ive lite [ mean lo rest m> pretension-^ 1o 
eminence. My ownsiluBtion and I hat oF my counlr^ equBlly prohibit me fn^m "^eebing 1o 
derive any present expeclatjons Fnjm a public career. My disposition t^ no! miJilary, Bnd, 
hBppil> the warlike talenff ^re not those which open Ihe most plei.'fingor Ihe most 
reputBble b venue to f^me I hBve hid si^mc trBns]enl thoughts of undertaking "^me uhefuF 
hteriTy performince, bul the puniuit would militate loo mtEh it prcienl v^Jth 1hal oF the 
profession upon which ] Bm lo depend, no1 onl> For my reputalion, but for my 
subsistence. 

"I hj^e_ ihe reform concluded ihBt ihe mosE pn^perobjecl of my preseni aEtenlion es 
thai ^m/fi-j TJOJE fTs^ff And in acquiring ihe facult> 1o discharge ihe duties oF i1_ m a 
manner suitible to my own wjshcs and ihe expectations ot my rrienct>. [ find ample loom 
for close and a1tenti>e apphciUon; for frequent ind cons]derite observation, ind for 
such benef]tsof pnctjci] experience is occasional oppod u ni t]es mi> throw in ihe way " 
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The follow I ng lc[1crfiDm John .^danL'f^ Bt 1biis lime Vict Preside nC of the UnHtd 
Slater, wrilCcR to hi!i wife a1 Qujncy, ^'\l\ b\i interesting as*ih(JWLng aFiiang other things, 
Kjs anxiety lbial his^ony "ihouLd makt "^mc stad tn life. wh]ch would give piomise of 
future u'lCfuJ ncs^ He v^bs tar fiom belicvtTig 1hal '^on'f should repose in ]dleiies'f on the 
rcputAthon or weallh of parents. 

"My Dcir. 

'Your ietlcrfrom yoursjck chamber, if not from your^ick EhnJ, hB"^ made mcho 
uneasy, IhBt ] mu'^1 ^tl away i.'f soon a'f poss]E>[e Mond4> morning, Bt six [ am 1osc[ off 
in Ihe Jitige_ bul htjw mBny days it v^jLI tike to get home. w]tl depend on the road*i or the 
^Lnd'f. ] don'[ believe Abhy [hi'f dBughter,] will go w]th me iier husband |Coi William 
S. 5mith,| ]s "^o proud ot hjs^eBLlh. Ehil he would nol Let her go [ suppo'fe withouC b 
coach- and-fouF, and such monarchic aL tnimpery L v^jL] m future hBve nol King lo do ^ith. 
[will never travel bul b> i±lage, nor Lne al the seal of governEnenI but it lodg]n^, while 
they g]ve me so despicBble an allowance Shjvermy jib andstirt m> planks if I dD? 

■] will "^lay bul one nigh1 in Nl"w York Smith siy^ 1hal my books are upon the table 
of ever> member of the Committee for framing aeon.^liliJlton of government for France, 
except Tom Pj]ne, and Ke is £±o conceited as todisdiin lo have Bny thing to do wilh 
boobf. AH hough I abused 5mi1h i In tie ibo^e. he ]s very clever and BgreeBble. but I 
have beenabl]ged lo caul ion him a^un^t his d]spo'fitkon to boastjng Tell no1 of your 
pro'fperit>, because il v^jII make two men iJ\Gii to one ^^L'd^^, nor of your id>ersjt>, For il 
will make two men ^'^j^ to one jad. He boasfi loo mixh of having made h]sforlunc. and 
placed himself Bt ease, ibo^e all tBvors o F fij vemme n1 Th]s is i weBkness and beUays 
too t]tlle knowledge of the ^orid, loo kttic penctratbon; too Lttle discretion 
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[ wi^h howtvcr. chjt my bo>'s h^d b hcilc more of h]?: aclivitj" I mu^l 'ioon trtit iKcm a.": 
the p]f:eiYns trcal thejr^quab^—pu^h Ihcm off the \irub. and mflkc Ihcm put oli1 Ihchr 
^LTig'f or tall Young pifcocb ^iJL never fly till thi^i i\ done Siuilh huii acqij]red I he 
confide ruze of Ihc French mmislr^, ind tb»c be tier sort of the membcpi of Ihc Nalional 
Contention. But I he Executive i*^ 1ao ch arigeable in th^t connlry lo be depended on^ 
^kttvut the ulmo&t l aution. 

".\dicu^ ad]eu^ tendremenl, J A " 

One of the "^nhoflhe noble patnot^ "lOon "pul out hi'f "Aicngs^" and "m^red. ultimBtely. 
to J pinnacle of honor and renown b tinned by few among men In 1he winter of 1793 
and 17^4^ I he pubLjc m]nd had become h]^hE> ere i ted From I he inflammatory appeals in 
be halt of France by CHi/cn Genet, the FreFich MLn]sler lo the Untted StJtes A lirgc 
porlcon of 1he inU-FederBL pBrty look ^]dcs with Mr_ GeneK igBinst 1b»e neutral poMl]on 
ot our Government^ jnd !ieemed delermined lo plunge the Union mio the Europe Bn 
conlcst. hn aid of the French Re[>ubL]c. Some idea may be obti]ncd of the exe]temenl 
which t>rev4]Lcd at thi^i lime and of I he pen tow> c ondi tion of the country^ by anexIrBCI 
or two From leCleisof \ iee-Pnzs]denl John Adam'^. In b Letlerd*1ed PhiJadelphu Dec 5, 
1793. he wnleb as follov^s:— 

"]t iv]ll require all I he addrc^^ ill the lemper and all ihe fcnnnes^i of Congress and 
the StBte^, 1o beep 1hi^ people oul of the wir or rilher, 1o avoid adeclirBtionof v^ir 
a^ainsl uh. fn^m "li^me mi'ichievouh power or other 1 1 is but lilUe thi1 [ can do. either by 
the functions whbch the Con.'fniiJtion hB!i entrusted lo me^orby m> personal influence^ 
biJl thBt liltLc ^hBLI be indu'flrioiEily employed^ nntcl il is put beyond b d^iubt ihBt ]t will be 
truitJes^. ind 1hen^ ] "^hilL be as rcBdy to meel unavoidibleeaLBmilie'f^ is Bny other 
cfctizen " 
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Under dfltc of Jan 9, 1794, he says-— 

"The pnw>pcc1'i of this country irc^Loom> but I he *iHiJBtion of all Europe is 
calamituLfi beyond ilL To rmer e t ampler A1 \^'Kat ttinc^ iricl in -wh^i manner, and b> -wh^i 
iiicaii'f^ the dis BHteis which are came, andsccin Id be cum]ngon m4rik]nd^ may bf 
averlcd, ] know no! Our own people hflve been Emprudent as [ Eh]nk, *nd are now 
■smarting under the efTec ts uf Ihe i r ] nd isc retion; but iKi^. tnsteadof « cansolalion, is an 
aggravjUou of our mt^fodLine Mr Genel has b^eu abusive on the Pre^idenl 
[Washington I and all h]^ minisleis^ be>ond bII mei'^ure oF decency orobhgBtion.^ of 
truth and m other respecE'f^ nol yel publtcly investigated hscondu^l has been such as to 
make ]t djfHcull to know wh^t Co do wi1h htm ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ The news of this eventng as, ihat 
the Queen of France is no more "■ When wilE sjvBpcs be ^iUBted with btood'* Wo 
prospect of peace in Europe, and therefore ntjneof anternaL hBrmony in America We 
cannot welt be m b more disagreeable situation 1han we Bre wilh all Euiope, with ill 
Tndjans, ind wttK all BirbBr^ rovers h'eirly one hBlfoflhe ConlinenI is tn constani 
oppo'iLUon 1o the other and Ihe Presidenl^siluitkon, which ts highly responsible, is ^ery 
djstrebsing " 

[t lared 1he wisdom and ^kilL ot Mr Jefterson then Sec relary ofStite, tocounleract 
the ]nfluence of the French Minister, and prevent cHircn"^ ot the Untied SlBtes fn^m 
commuting oved ac1s agiinst Ihe Allied Sovereigns, and cmbrotling Ihe Union in a 
foretgn war. En this endeavor he v^bs gjeally isststed by the pen of Mr J Q Adams. Thii; 
gentleman wrote a "^ enes of c&ays for ihe pubhc pnnts, under the "ftgnature of 
"Coltimbu"^ " revtewing Che course of Mr Gerwl En ihese irttcles, he potnledoul with 
gjeal Lleame'iS. the pi titcjples of the law of nalions apphcable lo the situaltonof iKe 
country in the neutnl line of policy v^hich hBd been wi'^ely idopted. 

" Mbtic Anioineltc wis beheaded in Paris on the iSthof Ocrober, 5 773 
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Tri rcfcrcncr to lbs [opic^ John Adams write: hi!i WEfc. as folLoivs^ under dale of Dec. 

13. [193- 

'TKc PrK>Ldcm hi^ CO FL^idcrcd 1hc coritluct of Genet \cry ncirly in the same lighl 
wLlh 'Col Limb u*^ ' and hB*^ given h]m 4 boll of thunder. We shall see Kow thL: ]e suppoded 
b> the tv^o Hotties There *re who griBJih the]r leelK with rage whtcK the> dare not own 
as yet. We shall soon see whether we have 4n> go^crrimenl or not ]n Ihjs counlr>." 

The poIlIicbI wntingsof the younger .\di ms had now brought him promi rienll y 

before the pubhc. They HErBcEed the espec]al altenlionof Mr Jeffenmn, who Siaw ]n 
them a vaslness of comprehens]ori. a maCnnty of judgment and cnlical d]sc rtni]nalion^ 
which ^ave large pnYm]^e offulure usefulness and emmence. Before his retirement fiom 
the 5 1 ate Depadmenl. he commended 1he >oiJlhrLjl slate'^man to tbte favorable regard of 
President WBshngton, Bsone pFe-cmLneritl> futed tor pubhc sen- tee. 

General Washinglori. although i soldEer E>y profe'Ziion^ was a lover of peace His 
policy during hi"^ Bdminislral]on of I he government was pre-enu neni I y patitjc. 
Convinced that, in ihe infBnt slate of Ihe Union, war with a foreign nation could result 
only tn evil and niiri he \^'as anxious lo cutltvate 1hc most friendly relat]arL^ wi1h fore]gri 
governments^ Brid tocarr^' out, both in lelter and spjrU. the strict neutral il> he had 
proLlBimcd 
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To drclarc and inBinlaiTi These pnnciplc'f jbroad^ ind to fonn poliTicaF End comnicrr]al 
rclBtion.'^ -wi^h Bun^pi^Bn [lav^cr^. SV asbiL Ji^1o n tookcd anTtoii'fl> around for one futcd for 
a mi^'iioTi -^o ]mportin1 His aUcntion "^oon bctimc f]Tcd on John Qumcy Adams He saw 
in him qiiaLjtics Eiot only of deep poIlUcbL "figBctly^ ^nd >jew^ of poltcy al unit> ^Uti biL'^ 
own^ bul a fBmLli4rjt> ^Llh Ihc LBrigiiagfs ^nd c ustoms of fore ign conns. wh]ch mBrkcd 
hm 4S one every ^4> calculated tu represent onrgovernEnenI w]th credkt in the old 
world. He accordingly in M4>, 1794. 4ppo]rited Mr. .Adam.'f \lLnis1crof the United 
Slate-^ BE 1hF Hague. 

Thai thi'f pronunrnl appoLnlmrnl v^b*^ as fLittenng 1o Mr. .Ad^ms bs iI wis 
une;^ peeled^ i*^ nBtunlLy Itlk:. ]1 v^bs the more to hjs cred]t ]riconsiderBtion of the facf^ 
thai tn llio!ie days eleval ion lo off tees of this ]mpurtBrKe wa'f iKe aw aid ofmerU and 
taleni and no! the resull oF imporlunHy.or Ihc payment of pBrty y^rvjtes. Mr .\dams 
wa^ 4t I his time ]ri the twent> -seventh >earof hjs a^e— b ycmnger mBn. unti^ju b led] y , Ibian 
KBS!i]ricc ever been selected by our GovernmenI to fnlfti a tribt so Emporlanl But I he 
at>Llil> and di'^re tio ri of the yonng d] ph^m b ti^il . and I he "success which itlcnded h]*^ 
rie^o ti atjo n*^ ]n Buiope ^o creditable lo hjmselt and hi'f country^ fulJy juslified the 
WL^idom of W ail hi ngton in selecting him fur I his tmporlanl duty. 
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AfthcujgK Chc falKcrof Mr Adams wb^ then Vecc Prescdc nt of the Unilcd States, yet 
It 1^ ^cll known hi*^ a[>|)oinlmcnt on a foreign m]:£'iio ri w i.'f oblaincd wjthi^ul the 
influence or even Ihc requc^l of his parent 1 1 is not ^Indty corrccl_ however, i^stBtErd b> 
"^e^eral biugraphepf, 1hal bte wassclecled for the m]SKion to Holland withoul any 
previous intimBtionof Ihe President's i mentions lo his father. Th]s is nude evident b> the 
fo I towing eii tract of a lelter from John Adam'f lo his v^]fe dated Phjiidelphia, 27lh Mjy. 
L794 conveying tnlelltgence which miTit hi>e nude a motbwr's heart swell wtth honest 
pnde and sBti'ffiction — 

"]1 i'i proper th^t [ should jppn^e you th^l Ehe Pres]denl has il ineontemplahon lo 

send your son to HolLBnd. thBt you mBy reeolLeU yourself Bnd prepare for Ihee^ent. I 
make thi'f communtcalion lo yon i n eonf]dence , 41 the desire of the Presidenl. 
communicaled to me ye'flerda> b> tbte Secrelar^' of S[Bte. You mu.'fl keep ]t an entire 
secrel until it shall he Bnnounced lo the public in I he journal of the Senile. Bui our son 
mus1 hold h]nbeLt in readiness lo come to Philadelphia to converse w]th 1he Pre'iident, 
Secrelar^' of StBte Secrelary of 1he Treasury, &e _ and recejve his commis-^ions Bnd 
I nstriiL I ions, v^Jthoul loss ot time He \^'ill ^^ lo Pn^>jdence in Ihe "ilagi:, and thence to 
New York by witer. and thence to PhilBdelphja in Ihc stage. He will not s*l out, 
however. unl]l he is i nfo rmed of h]s appomtEncnl " 

"Your son'" t^ the phrase by wh]ch the father me*nt lo conve> h]sown ^en.^e of how 
large a pirt Ihe ntolher had jn trBining 1hal son and 1o enhance ihccompltmcnt, ]t ]s 
communicaled lo her it I he dcf i re of Pre'f ide nt WBsh]n^[on. 



CHAPTER]]! 



MR- ADAMS TRANSFERRED TO BERL[N--HIS M A RRC AGE-LITERARY 

PURSUITS-TR WELS EN SELESIA-NEGOTEATES TREATEES W]TH SWEDEN 
AND PRUSS]A--RECALLED TO THE UNITED ST-\TES 

Mr Adams prc^crit^Ll h]rnsclf al the Higuc^ mi^ Mini^t^rPlcnipolcntiaFy of the Umlcd 
Sla[cn in Ihc summer t>r filt of L794_ Ten >caES before, Ke \^'as there ^'Mh li]sfalKer— a 
lad, atlencling ^ichoo]— al w]i]ch lime the fallier wrote: "They g]ve him a good cKaricter 
wherever lie has been, and I hope he will make a good man " How BburidBnlly ihBt hope 
wa'i likely to be Fulfilled, ihe elevaled 4Tid respon.'^ible posiUon occtif>Led by the £±on 4t 
tbte e it p I TAtbon of the f]ist len^ejni after il wii± e^prcsised, gave a f>ramL'fiiig and true 
indfccal]ori 

On hi» btfl^bI in Holland Mr. Adam.'f found the iFfaLPf ot 1hal country ]ngreBt 
confiE>]on, i ri consequence of iKc French ]nvasion. ^odifFieult "A^as l1 to pro^iecute any 

permanent measures fur llie benefil of the United Elates, owtng tu iKe ex]slLiig wais jnd 
the uii'^ttled s tJte of Ihings in EuFO|)e, thai afler a few moiUhs Ke lliouglil serfcousL> of 
returning home. A report of thi-i mture having reached Prcsiden! Wa^hmglori. drew fiom 
hjm i leltcr to Vice President John .\d b nvi . daled .\ug 20, 1795, in which iKe f6llow]ng 
I angu age occ urs — 
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'Your son mtEt no! think of rcl]nng from chc pa[h he [^ now in. He^ piosfwct^. [f he 
pupfucf ]t^ Brc fBir; and [ shall be much mislBkcn if. in b^ "ihod a lime as can w^ll be 
expected^ he is nc^t found Bt iKe head of I Kc Diplomatjc Corp'f^ be the guvcmmerit 

administered by w ho msoe vcr Ihc people ma> chocjse " 

This approbation of his procccdtn^ ihu^ fBr_ and encour*gemtnl as lo fulurc "fucces^ 
from*iO hiyh b sounzt, ijndoijb1cdl> indunzd LhL" younger Adams to forcfio hi^ jncLnalion 
to withdrBW from Ihe field of diplomacy Hcconlinued in HolLBrid until near iKc close of 
Washington'"^ admin]^tr4tion. Thai bw was no! an irialtcnlivc observer of 1 he momentous 
cvenU then Iranspiring in Europe, but was walcKful irid faithful in jIL thai pertBined to 
the welfare of his counlr>, is abundiritl> proved by hLf off]cial correspondence wilK the 
BO>crnmen1 *t home HiscommumcBtions were esteemed by SVashinglon. i.'s ot the 
highest ^Blue alTordirig him, as the> did^ 4 luminous dc^criplionoribH: movement of 
conii Rental i^raLPS^ upon which he could pLBce 1he mo^il impli4.Jt n^liance 

The following extract of j Idler Trom John Adams. w]ll show Ihe mlere^l he 
riB[ur4ll> look m 1he weEfBFC orh]^ ^on while ibn^Bd. and il^o affoid 4 briL'J ^lince it ihc 
polUicBl movement of 1hal day. ]1 i^d*1ed Philadelphu Jbr 2J,I796 — 
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"Wc have been ^cry unfortun b [r in tKcdcla>'s which huv^ Btlcndcd the cl]spBEcKcsof 
our ambi.'isadois Very lucky^ Mr Jo h ri Qui ric y Adams. IhBt >oiJ bzc nol L]ablc lo 
crttEcismon I Kis occ Bsion ' Th]s dcmurrBf c would h4>c bee ri l hirgcd cfctubLy^ bolh Id 
your accDunl and ihal of your falKcr It would have been b nchemc, a I nek adcfigri. a 
conlnvanec. fiom liBtrcd to France^ Jtlochmcnl to ErifliTid rTU>nairh]c b I manoeuvres^ 
and anstucratical cunning^ Oh' how eloquenl thc> ^ould have been' 

"The southern genliy Bre playtng a[ pmicnl, a very Brtfu] ^ame. wh]t:h I may 
develope Co >ou ineonf]dencc hereafler, under the ^eBl of Kecrecy Both inconvePiiUon 
and in lelters, iKey are represenling ihe Viee-Presiden1 [Johri Adams.] a'f « man of 
iiicKleFaUon. ALlhuu^K rather ] rich ned 1u L]mLted luoiiBrchy^ Brid soniewhBt BtlacKed lo the 
Erigli'fh^ he is much Ica so than Ji> or Haiti i Lion For their part^ for I he sake of 
coEKihatioR the> -should be very willing he "ihi^uld be continued as Vice-President, 
provided 1he northern ycnUc men would corwent I hat J e FFerso n s hould be Pre-^jdent I 
most humbl> think >ou for your ktnd cundescensiori. Mes^fieurs Transche'fipeake'f. 

"Wilncss my hand, 

"JOHN ADAMS-" 



Another all id ion lo his son while abroad is made by the etder AdBm^i in b Letter 
dBted Philadelphia, March 25-17^6 

"The Presidem lold me he had 1hal day received Ihreeorfour lettera from hts new 
Mtnistenn Lorulon, one of Ihcm i.'f late a'f Ihe 29th of December Mr Pickering informE 
me I hat Mr Adams'" rrHKlestly declined a preserititton at court, bu1 l1 wbs insisted on by 
LordGrenville. jnd accordingL>, he was presenled Id the Kfcng, Bnd [ ihink Ihe Queen, 
and mide hts hirBn^ues arhJ received hi^ answers. B> 1he pBpers I find thit Mr. Pirtckriey 
appeared a1 court on the 2Sth of JBnuary, BFter which, I presume, Mr .\dBms had nolhing 
to do but return to EioJland." 



John Quincy AdBms. 



66 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

During h\^ z^^idcuL^ b^ Mini^-\CT aE tht Hague Mr. .\danu: IibcI occB!i]on [o yi^W 
Loriclon. to CTchingi^ the ratificalioivi of the trcal> rccciit^> foTmcd \^'ith GfcbE Brita]ri^ 
and to lake mca^itir^'f for carrying iL'f piuvi^ion.'^ ]nto effect 1 A I ludcd ti^ jr the above 
\cncT From John AdBms| 1 1 wis Bt I his t]Enc 1tial Kc fonncd an icquBLiilancc wilK M]h5 
Louisa Cithanrtt Johcbori. daughlcrof Jiv>hLja Johnsori. E^ ^ of \1 ar> I and^ Consutir 
Agent of I Kc UmtctI Sla1cs al Londi^n^ bfuI meet of Governor Johnson of M ar^' L b ritl _ a 
Judge of tbH^ Supreme Coiirl of the United SEatcf^ and a "fhgncroriKe Dcclaralnn of 
[ nde[>endcnce. The frien^hip ihey fonncd for CBch o1her !ioun rj[>encd ]nto b muluBl 
atlaehmcnt Bnd an engagement. They were maTned on the 26lhof July. L797 [t wii; a 
KB[>py union. For more thin KaLf a century I Key shared each otbter's joys and sorrows. 
The venerable matron who for this long pcrtod BccompBnied hjm in all I he vicissitudes 
of his eventful Itfe.sull ^urvt^e^i to deplore I he lo^isof him who hid ever proved a 
faithful proleclor and lhe kindesi of hi£>bands 

In the memlime. the elder .\danis had been elecled President of the United Stitcf^ jn 
1796. The curious reader may hi>e a desjre to know 'iome thing of Che vcews, fcehnf^ 
and anlic][>al]onsof those eloBted to plBccf oflhe highest di^ilinction^ Bnd of the amouni 
of enio>ment the> reap from the honora conferred upon Ihem A ghnce behind 1bw: 
"^erKS is furmshed in the following correspondence between John .^dams aiHJ h]s wifc^ 
which took place at h]s etecl]on Co 1hc Presidency. =* 

=^ Letlcisof John Adanui, V. II. pp 242.24 J. Mn^ Adams' Lctlcis.jr 37J. 
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MR- ADAMS TO HES SVCFE. 

"PhifxixMphia, A-ihofFeh., 1737 

"My Dearest Fncnd. 

"] hope you will not communicalc lo anybody ihc hints [ give you about our 
pnj^pccCs, but iKcy appear cvcr^ d*> woryc ind won»*_ Houhf rent at Iwc nty-stvcn 
hLindrcd dL^llar^ a yrar^ fifteen tiund r^ di^l I apf for b cirnigc^ont Ihou'^jnul For one p^iz 
ot Kor>.L!s^ bLI thiT gl asses. ornamciH^ . kilchcn fumiture the bc^1 c hi] rs. sc tlccs^ pi ate aits, 
&c ^ ilL 1o purchi.'fc all llicch]ria^ dc I pbi or ^ rdgcv^ ood . ^L BS'f itilI crachcr>' ol every sort 
to purchase^ and not a tBrthin^ probabL> wiJL 1hc Houhc of Rtprc^cntiUvc^ bIIow, Ihough 
tht ^cnitc have volcd a "im^lL adJclion. All iKc hricn bt'iidc'^. ] shilL not prclcnd lo k^cp 
more ihanonc p4]r of hoists fori carrjagc, andont for asadJLc S cc rc1 arics ^ scrv anis , 
wood^cKBrhtECE, which arc demanded as rights, and lht ni]tlion tHiTo^tj. prcscnl such a 
pro'fpcci Bs IS enough lodf^gbbt Briyonc Yd not one woid mu'fl wc SBy S\> (.anm^l go 
back. Wc must "^ I b nd our giound is long ^n wccan Dispose of our places wi1h iKc help 
of our fncnd Dr. Tufts^ a.'f well ^i^ >ou can Wc arc impiticnt for news, but thai ls ilv^Bys 
so It lh]s season. I Bm tcndcrt> >oijr J. A." 

THE SAME TO THE SAME 

"Fh?hu/ffis?hfa. 9rfi Feb.^ ] 797. 

"My Dearest Friend. 

"The die iscisl.'^ and >du muiil prepire youFsetf For KoriorabLc tnals. [ mifit wait to 
know w Kethe r Co Rgress will do anything or Eiot to furnish my house [f ihey do nnl. E 
will have no hou^c before ncAt fill, and ihen i ver^ moderate one, with very motlerale 
furniture The pnsoneis from .Mgieis^^ arrived yesterday in thi^ City, in good health, 
and Look]ng very welL CBpt4]n Stevens is imong them One v^omBn rkc>hed into ihe 
crowd and picked oul her husband, whom she hid not seen for fourteen >eais 

"I Bm. and ever shall be youis, Bnd no other's J. A " 

^ Mr. Adamii had, the da^ pre^]OkE, been announced President elect of the Umted ^latc^. 
^^ American c]tizen.'f who had long been incBptivily among I he Atgennc^ 
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MRS JOHN ADAMS TO HER HLTSBAND 

"Quhn-\. ZTh Feh , 1797 
" Tht "fun i^ drc^i'fccl ]n brighlcst bcBnv>. 
Ta give thy honors Id the diy/ 

"And miy il prove in aw>pic]oic> t>reludc Id each ensuing sc 8*^011. You have iKis day 
to declare yourself he^d of a nitcon. 'And riow^ O Loid^ my God^ 1hou hi.'fl made Ehy 
servant ruler over I he people. Gi^e unto him an UTidc nitandi ng he^rt^ ihat Kc m4> know 
how lo go out BFid come m before lh]sgrei1 people, thil b»c may discern belweengood 
and bad- For who is able lo judge this lh> -^o greal a people?' were I he words of a royal 
sovereign; and nol less applicable to h]m who 1*1 in> exiled \^'ilh the Ch]ef Magislrac> of a 
RBtiori- though he wear not a crown, nor I he lobesof ro>Blly 

"My ihoughl^ and my medUalions are with >du, though pep»n4JL> Bb^cnt; and my 

petitions 1o Heaven are, that 'I he I hi n^ which mike for peace may nol be hidden frDm 
your eyes ' My feelings Bre nol thoseof pndeorostcritilion, upon 1hc occasion. They *re 
solemnized by b senie of Ihe obLjgaUoni. the impt^dant Iruhts, ind numeroifi duties 
connected wclh eI Thit, you mBy be enabled to dj^chaige them with honor lo yourrielr, 
wi1hjust]ce and tmpaFt]aljl> I0 yourcounlry, and wilh sitisfictiori to ihisgre^t people, 
shilt be Ihe datly prayer of your A_ A " 

MR- ADAMS TO HIS WEFE. 

"Fhiiadelphiii, ^th Mxi^ch, 1797. 

"My Dearest Friend 

"Your de B rest fnend never h^d a morr trying day ihBn yesterday "■ A solemn scene it 
was indei^d, and Jt was mide im^re affectjng to me by ihe presence ot the General. 
I W ail h I nglo ri.] whose countenance wbs aii serene and unclouded as the day He seemed 
to me to enjoy 1 triumph over me Methough! [ heBrd him SBy_ 'Ay 5 E im fairly out, and 
>ou fairly in' See which of le will be hippjest." SVb»cn 1heceremon> was over, he came 
and mide me a visit, Bnd coidially congratulated me, and wished m> admin]strAtton 
mighl be h4pp> successful, Bnd hn^re^rable 

*^ The day ofhjs iniugurBtion as Pres]denl 
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"]t i'i now ^ctllfd Thai [ am To go [tiIo his hacnc El \^ ^^hi^pcrcd iIibT he inCcrid^ To [Bkc 
French tcavt 1u-n»rrov^_ [ shaLJ v^ntc yau as fisi as v^c proceed M> chariot i"^ tini^hcLl 
and [ midc my Hr^l appearance in il yestemlBy [t i^ simple^ but cLc^ant ccK^u^h My 
hopici Brc yuung^ bul eleven 

"]n tht chamber of the Eii^usf of Re p rescnl b Eives . wb^ a multtTudr b^ greal as the 
!ip4cc could com ain. and I be I ie vc sc b rttly a dr> eye bul Washinglon's. Tb»c ^ighlof iKc 
!iun ^icTti Rg f u 1 1 orbed, ind anuCher nstng, though te-^^spLcriJiljd, was a novelty. Ch]cf 
Justice Ellsworth BdmLnislcred the oath, Brid v^]th great energy Judges CLish]rig. Wilson. 
and E redely were prc'^m Many tBdicf. ] KBd not "flept well iKe nighl before, and did no1 
sleep well I he nighl after. ] wi^ unwell, ind did not krww whether [ should ge1 through 
or not. ] d]d, however. Eiov^ the bu.^iriess was received, I know ebE onty ] have been lold 
thai Misi^n, Ibu: Ire^ly puE>[isher. said we vhi^uld Lose nolhing b^ I he chBrige, for he never 
heanJsLKh 4 speech ]ri public in hjs lite 

"All agree that, laken allogcthcr, il wii± Ihe ^ut>L]m«>t thing ever exh]hLlcd in 
America 

"] am, ni> dean:^! Tnend. most iffcctionitely and kindly youn^. 

"JOHN ADAMS " 



On enTenng upon the duties of I he Presidency, John Adams wjs greal I y c mb arri.'fsed 
in regBrd to 1he line he should adopi toward hi'f "un True, ihe younger AdBms had been 
entni'fled by Wi.'fhington wilh an import^m enibass> abroad, Bnd had BcquHted him^fclf 
wtthgrejt credil in his respon.'^ible "ilBtion. but the fBther with 4 detjcicy highl> 
honorBble hesilatcd cont]nuing him in office, lest he mighl be charged wt1h unv^orlhy 
Favoritism, ind a di'f posi I ion lo promote the ]nterest orh]s Family a1 the expense of 
public good En thjserigency, no! daring I0 Irusl h is ov^ n j udgmenl . LcM Us dccjsjons 
might be WBrped by pB rental 'iiYL]c i tuJe he rcii^ded lo the wi-^dom and expciience of 
Washington. W riling him for advice on thi^ subject, he received Ihe fotlov^]ng reply:— 
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''Monrfay, Feb. 20, 5 737. 

"Dcir S]r, 

"] think >oiJ forgiving riic 4 pcru^aL oJ the CEicloscd. The 'icntEincnE'f do honor to iKc 
head 4ric1 the head oF the venter, ind irin> 'A'L'fhc'f would be of any ivblI. they should go 
to you in a strong hopc_ Ihat >oiJ will no1 v^jChhold men ted p ro motio n f rom JohriQ. 
.\dajnK, beciu'^e Kc i'i >oijr'^Yn. For without ]ntendin^ lo compl]meTi1 the ralKcrorlhr 
rrujther or to ccr&urc in> o1hcr>, I g]vc it is my dctidcdopbn]ori_ thBt Mr AdBmi is the 
most valuable [>Lifc>Lic chBFactcr wc have abroad, Bcid thBt I here rcmi]ns no doubt in my 
mind, iKat he v^jII prove him^ielf lo be iKe ablest of bII ourdiplomahc corp^. [f he ^i.'f 
riow lo be brought ]nto thai Itne.or into any olKer pubhc walk, i could not, upon I he 
princ]plc whic^h ha'f rrgulaled my own conduct, d]!iapp[oveor the cauE]ori whj4.h i'^ 
hjnted at in Ihe Lctler But he is 4lrejd> entered, the pubt]c, more and more, as he ]s 
known, ire apprectBting hi*i tilenl'i and v^orlh, and his conn! ry v^ould Miriam b lo^is. if 
thc^ic were to be checked by overdelicBcy on yourpBrt. 

"With sincere e^leem, and jffcclionate regard, 

"I am ever youis, 

"GEORGE ^V^SH[^GTON " 



This tetler i^ characteristic oflKedL'^ernmenl and nobleness oF SVashinglori 
AppreciiUng Bt b gLiRce the perplexed posjtJoriorMr. .^irls and wi^el> di^cnmtnahng 
between 1he bnriging forward of his "^n fori he tjr^1 Ume jnto public "service, and the 
contiriu]rig htm where he had already been placed by olheis. ind shown him-^elf worth> 
of all Iru'fl and confidence , he frankt> advised him to overcome Ki^ ^crut>Les and perm] I 
hjs'^on 1o remain ]n a career so full of prom^^e to himself Bnd Kiscounlry PresidenI 
.Uam.'f, ]n agreemeni wjth 1 hff conn'f el , determ] ned to allow Kis son to continue in 
Europe in the public c^pBcity lo which he had been piomoled by WBsKington. 
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Shodl}' pn:>]acEi to I Kc clonic of Wi.'f hingtan's HJTn]n[s[rB[ion. he Transr-trrcd ihc 
younger AdBCTb from tht hJaguc, by an b [>[k>i nl m^ nl as M]nt'ftcr Pi cii] [xitc rEj ary lo 
PodugaL, but before piocccdirig to L]sbDri his r^lttrr in iKc mcBntimc having become 
Prcfidcnt^ changed h]sdcstkiiatiori to Berlin. He arrived in iKat cily in iKc autumn of 
L797 and inimcdiaCcly entered upon the discharge orhff dulie'f j^ Mmi'^lerof the United 
Slater, [r I79S. wh]le relBEnirig Kisorficc 4t Berltn^ he v^bjs Lummiuskoned to rorm a 
commercial treity wilK Sweden 

During his re'iideRce at Berlin. Mr. .Ad^m^^ ^hile atlendtng wuh unsleeping 
d]Ljgcncc to hi*^ public dLiUes did not forefo the Enore corigenLiI pursuil^ of Jileriturc He 
cuLliv4led 1bh: Bcqua]nt4nce of many eminenl German "^holais ind pocfi^ and manifesled 
a friend I ysym[>alh> in IhcirpuPiuH'^. [ri a ielter to the late Dr Folteri wntcf of thai day 
as fohlows — 

"A I Ihcs l]me, Wieland was ihcre the mosl popular of the Gcnnan poets. And 
ahKougK there i^as ]n hi'f genjus neither the original il> nor the deep pathos of Goelbie^ 
Klop'flock^ or Schiller there w as !io melh] ng fcn 1he playfulne^'f ofhjs imiginalion^ ]n [he 
tenderness of h]sscnsjtnlit> in ihe sunny cheerfulne^ ofhi^ philosoph>, and tn 1he 
harmony of his ^ersjficaliun^ wbiieh delighted me." 
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To ptrfcci his tiBwIcdgc of chc Gcrmjn language, Mr Adams nude a mcCncjl 
transhtion ot SV lc 1 4 nd'^i Obcron into the Erigli'fh language The pubJica^anaf iKis v^ork 
^tiLch al unc lime Vr^\ de'^jgn^, "a^ as SLJt>^is^cd by the at>ti^4 ranee of a "limilar 
translBtion b> 3olKcby_ 

In the summer of LSOO. Mr_ .Adims made b four thmugh SdescB He ^i-as charmed 
WLlbi the LJitubjtBritsarihal region, 1 heir condition jrid habu^ [n mau> re^pecl^ he fatind 
tbtem bearing a great si mil aril y lo the people of ht^o^i-n nal]ve Ne\^' EnglBnd He 
communiealed hi^i impressions during I h is exr UT>.io ri. tu b sertes of letEers to i younger 
brolher ]n PhiLBdeLph]a_ These le tiers v^ere in teres! ing, Bnti v^ e re considered of greal 
VBLue al thil tjme inconsequence of maii> ]mport4u1 fiets Ihey conlaiued in regard Id 
tbH^ manufacturing estiblfihmentsof Silesia Thc> were pubhsKed, wilKout Mr AdBms's 
knowledge, in the Pon Folio a ^^-eekly paper edited by JiWieph Dennie, 41 Philadelph]a_ 
Thesenes v^bs aflcrv^Bids coLJecled Bnd published in b volume, in Loruloii- and hai been 
trin'^LBted inio German ^nd French, ind e \ te n.'iive^> chreuUted on the eoritment. 

AEm^ng olher labois ^^'hiLe a1 Bed in, \1r Adam^ succeeded ]n ronn]n^ a IreBtyof 
amUy *nd commerce wUh Ihe Prussian giivernment Tb»c pn^lracted correspondence wilK 
the Prussjancommissjoneis, which resulted in I his treat> involving as U did 1he rights of 
RcutrBl commerce, was conducted wilhconsummBte abtlcty on I he pin of Mr Adams, 
and received the Fullest sanction of the go^ernmenl al home. 
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Mr Adain!^' Tni!i^]orK a[ the Hague and it Berlin coretLtutircl hi^ fiist '^Icp in iKc 
intncBtc path^of djf>LomBcy_ TKcy Vrczc atcompJi^hcd amid the rkj mtnio u"^ e>cnLi 
^tiLcKconvui'ieLl alJ Europe, al the cLo^e of the CLghtcenlh century Republican Frantc^ 
cxaspcntcd it iKe mic Ki nations of Ihe Allied Sovereigns to d«>tiTty Jts [] be d ics^ so 
recentr> obtained^ ^^'a^ pu!ih] ng lI^ armies ahioid.dclermiued. lu "^ el f- defcnc e to kindle 
tbw flames of rtvoiutEon ]nc>cr>' kinj^^m on 1hc Conlineut Grca1 BrUain. combined 
with Auslni andolher Europe Bn powers v^bs using cvcr> cfforl to crush 1hc French 
demucTBcy, and remove from before the eyes of do\^' n- trodde n mLlL]on'^ an exampEe so 
dangeious to nionarrh]cil i nfil 1 1 utions. The stir of MBpoLeon h ad com menc ed lI^ ascenl^ 
with a ^uddennes'f ind bnghlnes'f which stad led the ]mbeciie occupanff ofold thrones. 
Hi'f legion'f hid rushed d;>wn tn^m the Alps upon 1he "funny pLBEnsoritai> and wilh the 
swoop of an ca^ic^ hid demoL]shed towrb cities kingdoms. 

Amid thi» conflict ot naE]ons, the commerce Biid navigBtionof [he United Si ales, a 
neutrBl power, were made common objec! of prey to ilL. Great En t Bin ind FrBncc 
ebpeci ally, did no1 hesitale lo make deprediUon'f, it once the mos1 injurious ind 
irritalin^ Our sh]ps were CBptured, our n^biff disregarded. In the m]cti t of I hcse sc cne^i 
'iurrounded by dirf]culties and cm b arrissmenis o n eveiy hBnd, I he youthtul ambBssidor 
wa'f compcEled lo come into collision wilh the veteran ind wily poL]ticLBns of the old 
world 
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How wcif Kc mj]n[Binccl the d]gn[ty and honor of KisgovcmmcnC— howslccpfc^^ iKc 
v]gLlancc wjth whtch he walcttrd Ihc movements on 1hc ^jsl field ot poJiUraL ^Infc— Kow 
proinpt lo protc^il a^ain.'^l all cncFoachTncnff— how skilful i ri cunduci mg ncguti anoEts— and 
how jctivc to promote the ]nlcr«itsof Ihc Lrn]on_ wherever Kis Enflicncc could be felt— 
the archives of uurcounlry will abundancly te^iUfy. ]1 wa^ a fltlinf and proTn]sing 
comme ruzeme rit of a Eong public CBreer which hi.'f been full of u'f ful ncs^ and of honor. 

The idmini^lratjonor John AdBrrui. as P reii ident of I Ke U ruled Staler, was 
characterized by greet prudence ^rid modem ton^ cons]deririg the ere i ted "flate oflhc 
1tmcs There LBnriot be a doubt Ke wbs auTtou^ lo copy iKe worthy cxBmpLe t>f hts 
J LJ uh1 rLou'f predecessor^ in admkn]Eten rig the go^ernmenl on prcncjpLcs oJ Mnrt 
jmparlLilLly. for iKefiuoduf Ihe whole people^ wilKoiit respect lo conn]cling pantcf. 
Immediately on h]s inauguriUon Ke h^d an inlervjew with Mr Jefferson, then Vice- 
Prciident and proposed Ihe adi^plionof step^ 1hal would have b tendency 1o quell Ihe 
^pinl oF factton whtcK pervaded the country- That Mr Jeffe nio ri_ on hi^ p*n, eKeri^hcd b 
profound respect for Mr AdBms_ his old ca-lBborer]n the cju^e of American freed[>m, i^ 
evtdent from hi^ letteni Bnd speeches of thai day_ In h]s -speech on taking the chair of the 
Senate, as Vice-Pnzsjdenl, b»e CApres^ed himself in the following teimi — 
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"T mighl hcrr proceed and ^^'lEh the grcalc^t Iruth^ lo dcclarr my rcBhtw> atCichmenl 
to ihc Co n.'^l 1 1 utEon of the Untied Stite^. that [ consider the iJii]oriof Ehc^c Staler a^ the 
first ofbles^jnf^ and b*^ 1he f] n>t of dul]es Ihc [>reserv4l con ot 1hal Con^fliEulLon ^^'Kieh 
secures iK bul [ suppo'^c thcic dcclaralioib nut pcrtincrit lo the occiiiio ri of enlc ring jnto 
an office^ whwic primary bibincis i^ merely to preside over the forms of thi"^ HoiTie, End 
no one im^re '^]ncerely prBy^ thai no accident may call me to ihe hfcghcr and more 
imporlBnt tunc tion.'f ^ "A^hLcK the Coiiiil i tul ton eventiJ4lL> devolves on thts office. These 
KBve beenjuslly eonf]ded lo the emirieni cKaricCer ^h]ch h**? preceded me here, whose 
talenU Brid tnlegrity ha^e been known ^nd revered by me^ through « lon^ couple of 
yeais^ have been Ihe roundalionofi cordiBL Brid uninlerrupted frLendsh]p belween w>^ 
and E dooutfy prBy he mBy be long preserved for the govemmenk Ihe happiness ind the 
prospenly of our common country _" 

The sincere altempis of PresjdenI .Adims to pnxluce hannon> of polittcal action 
anH^n^ Ihe Amencin people, were unBvailing. The e t trBO rtl i n* ry even1*i trjnspinng in 
Europe, exerled an ]nflijence on domestic puLjt]cs, which could no1 be neutrilized. 'The 
enem]esof France"— "the frLencti ot En^lind " or W^^ y^'fja, were cnes which convuthed 
tbte nation lo ]ts centre The entjre populaE]on wbs sundered intoconlendtng pBrties 

John Adams was a 1rue nz pub lie an. hJt'f polilical opponents charged htm with 
monarchical tendencies and Bsp]ralions. but chaiged him mo'il FaKcly. tii*^ life.devoled 
unreservedly to ihe service of h]H country Ihrough all i1s dart ind perilous journey lo the 
achievcmc nt of ] ts i hlIc pendence— his public speeches Bnd dncuments~his privBte Ie1ter?i 
written to h]s bosom compan]on. ^]th no erpectation ihat the eye of Bny other v^ould 
everre^l upon them— all lestiJ^ his anient devol ion lo the pnnciplesorrepubltcant'fm. 
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A[ the breaking out of I Kc French Rcvolu[]an. he >]eld«J cT hc'f hcBrt> "fuppod and did 
no1 ^^'illiLlrav^ hiscounlcnancc. Lint]l compelled by the events uf Bnarch> and ofcBrnagE: 
^ tikc h ^oo ri CKi ucJ^ 1o tuTn bv^bv wjth hom^r and r4]^c hi*^ ^ojcc agairuil [>roc ccdmgs of 
Eivagc ferocity But ^hil^ coridcmning the CTCc'fs«>of iKc French rcvuFutioni'fl^ Kc was 
no friend of GrcBt Bntajri This ]s made evident by b muFtLludcoffBct'i. Rcad^ for 
iFVitancc^ iKc fallowing ctCibcI From a IcHcr not v^nttcn fur public effect, iddrcuicd to 
hs wife, dated PhtladclpKii. April 9, 1796 — 

■J have read 'the mini^ler'^' d]spaEch«i from London. The Kcng could nol Kelp 
d]hcovering hisutd iLl humor. Tbie m^d idiol w]ll Ftevcr recover BLundcrer by niturc, 
acc]dcnls are all aga]nsT him. Bver> measure of Kis reign has been wrong It beem.'f I Key 
don't hke Pmckncy They think he i'i no friend to IhBt country, *nd too much of a French 
Jacobin. They \^' anted to "A^ork upsoEne ]de4 oroEherof tntrodcEing another tn h]s pi ice, 
but our younf pohticiBn"^ sbw ]n[o 1hem 1oo deeply to be duped .\t hi^ la'ft v]sil to Court, 
the King pBS'^ed him wUhiL^ut spcBkinj; lo htm wh]ch, >oij know, will be remarked by 
courtien>oF all nil tons I Bm^Lid oF H. fori would no1 have my son go so far is Mr Jay, 
and aff]rm Ihe friendly di'^piv>Ll ion of lKat country 1o thi^. [ know better [ know their 
jeBloiby,cnvy, hBtred. and revenge, covered under pretended conlempi " 



J Q. .\dim5. 
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Whjfc Frcsidcnl AdBms chcnshcd no partcjlctcci forGrcaC BnCBin, brcI had no dcE]rc 
to piumoTc hcr«>f>HiaL interest^ he v^b^ cumpclLcd by the force of c ire umstmc^s^ duri rig 
Kjs admi m^ tm Lon ta a'l^uriic 4 ho^lilc 4lE]tudc tuwarcfe Fr^rKC. Tht French Directory 
chagrined al the Failure of all altcmpls to tnducc the govcmme rit of 1 he UnHcd StBtcf to 
ab^andi^n it^ nculraL]ty jrid tike up ann'f in thejr behBlf Bgainst the Atlied Soveretgns^ ind 
deeply incensed al the treBty receiilL> coRcLuded helweeri BnglBrid and iKc United Slater, 
^e^o^ted to retaliatory measures They adLipted commercial rcguL b tioTi'f de^]gricd lo 
cripple iJid dc*itroy our foreign Irade. They pi.'fsfd jn ortli nance iu! ho n/ 1 np, in certain 
cabes, the ici/urc *nd confi^iCBtionof Amertcan vessel*! andeargoei> They refused to 
receive Mr Pmckney, iKe American m]ni^ler, injil ordered h]m pcremplonl> to leave 
France. 

Mr Adams eon> e ned Congre^is, by proclimaE]on, on I he I SiK of June, 1797, Bnd m 
hj*i message J aid before 1hal b<Kly a lucid "flatenienl oF the aggressions of I Ke French 
Dircclory Congress made advances. w]lh b view to a reconciliation wilK France. But 
Failing ]n thjs at1emp1. immedialc and vigonnuK measures ^^'ere Bdopted to place Ihc 
country ]n a condilion Forfar A "^mall standing army was inlhorEzed The command 
^as lendered to Gen. WBshjn^ ton, "A^ho accepledor]t weiK alacnty, "functioning mi^ he did 
tbH^'f defensive measures of the government Step^ were taken for a naval armBmenl. and 
the capture oF French vessel BU[hon:^ed. These cnergelic demonstrBtion^ pn^duced Ihcir 
desjred effect The v^bf proceeded no JBrther than a few co I l]S]ons al ica The French 
Dircclory became alarmed, Bnd made oved u res of pe ace 
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Washington did na[ survive [o witness the rcstorjtEon of amicable rcljtcons wuh 
Frincc- On the L4th of December. S799_ aflcr i brief ] El rcm Ke drpirleJ this []fc, Bt 
Mount Vernon, a^eJ ^Lx1y-eight yeais On receiving thi'f mournful i ritel E]genc e , 
Congres'f, then irises'fion at Phil uJe I pbii a . passed Ihe fuhlowirig resotulion ~ 

"Resolved, That the ^peaker'^f c h atr should be "^hn^uded ]n black; Ih^t I he mcmbeis 
should ^ear black during the ses'fion and iKat a jojnt commHlee, from the Senate and ihe 
HoiEC, be appointed to devise [he most suttable manner of pjyin^ honor lo the memor> 
of the Man, f]rst in war. fiist la peice, *nd fiist la the hearts ot h]s coijntr>men " 

Tesli mom lis of so rrow were exhib]led. and funeral oral]onh and eulogies were 
delivered, throughout the Uniled Stales The Father of his Country slept ind^ith, ind an 
cnl]re people mourned tii^ de p arture 5 

On i.'&umLng 1he duUes of the Pre'fidency, the elder .\dims found the finances oflhc 
country in aeond]tion of the mos1 deplorable pnv>tration TosL£ita]n the government in 
thff department, ]t wa'f deemed ]ndispensable to establish 4 s>ste m of di reel la^anon. E>y 
internal duttes. Thi^ produced great dis'fittsraction thirtughout the Unmn. An "alien liw" 
wa'f pissed, whkch empowered the Pres]d^nl to binisK Trom iKe Uniled Stites, in> 
Foreigner v^hom KesKould consider dingcrous to iKe peace and safety of I Ke country 
And 1 "sed]|]on law," ]mposing fine ind imprisonment for "any false, scindalous, ind 
mal]ciou.s wrUing aaain^t ttte govern men! of ihc United Slates, orei1herhou.se of 
Congress, or the Preside nl " 
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TKcst measures jrc not jtdtly chargeable Co John Adam'f TKcy ftcrc not 
recom mended ritjr desired by hirii_ bul v^cre brought fon^'aid brcI ur^ed b> Gen_ 
HjmiLtan ind hj*i friends. NcverlhcLc^^ upon Mr Adams v^bs heaped the odium 1hey 
eTcited. The leading measures of hi'f Bdmini^lraliun— the demonslratiori aga]n^t France^ 
the "fl Ending iriny. iKcdirecl taxatioTi the ahen and "^edman Laws— all tended to fcnjure hU 
popularity ^'Wh the maii!i oJ the peaplc. and lo dcstniy hi!i prospects of a re-elcclion lo 
tb»e pres]denc>_ Tb»e perf>lex]t]es he was com pe [led lo enc ounler duri rig his 
admiJiJS1ra1ion^ may be eDrKe]vedon perusal orh]s lingua^e in a lelter dated Marrh 17^ 
1797- 

"Fiom 1he "iitualion where [ now am^ I "fee a "^eneof ambttion beyond all my former 
!ius[>Le ions or imagiuations an eniuLatioTi ^hieh wjLI turn o ur guvemme rit lop^y-lurvy 
JeaLouste^ and rfc^alries have been m> theme, and ehe<.ks 4Tid balmees a'f I heir antidote^^ 
till ] am ishimcd to repeal Ihe ^orck; but I Key never Mared me in the face insixh homd 
forms as al prescni. [ see how the thing ]s going At I he next elecl ion England will scl up 
Jjy or Hamfclton^ irid France JeJJer^oTi and ill the eorruption of Poland will be 
introduced^ unless the American spirit should n^e and^A>, we wilh have ncilKcr John 
Bull nor LouL'f Baboon " 
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In 1 S00_ chc seal of go^'trmnc n[ was rtmovcd lo WaiKinglon Cn Cflting pos!icss]on of 
tf»c President's house Mr_ .\d*in.s bcilowcd a bencdtction on H, wh]ch musl ever meet 
WLlh a r«ipoiLse from all Amcncin hearts—" Before ] end my lelter ] pray heaven lo 
beslov^ the besi oF blessings on iKis house, and on bII thi1 shall hereafter Lnh4b]t Jt. \1ay 
none hut hones! and wise men c^cr rute uncfcrlhis ronf" A d«»cription oF the house and 
the cil> at thai tiiiie^ ih FLirmshed kn a Lctler fiom Mra. .^dim^ to her d^ Lighter written in 
November, ] SOO — 

'] arrived here on Sunday lisl. and wcthout meeMng any Bcc]denl worth nnl]C]ri€!._ 

except Eosing ourselves when we lefl BBllimi^re, and^ing eighl or nine miles on I he 
Frederick road, b> whkch means we were obliged lo go [he other efcghl thn^ngh 1he 
woocti- where we wandered two hours w]thoul rLnd]ng a gujdeonhe pBth_ Fortunately, i 
slragghn^ hlBckeame up WLlh lci. and we engaged him as « gujde loexIncBle us out of 
ourdirncuLly_ bul ^oods are all you see, from Baltimore, unlil you reich \!f^cil'\, which 
IS only so in name. Here and I here ]s asm^ll cot, without 4 glass vvjndo^, ]nterspersed 
among ihc foresls thn^ugh which you trivet miles ^ithi^ut sceLng Bny humin bcLng "■ =" 
y. y. y. K m y. y jj^^ housc Ls mide habitible, bu1 there is no1 a single apartment t]nished, 
and all wtlhinsidc, except I he plBMering. has been done since Brtesjercame We hBve nol 
tbte Ie4sl Fence. yanH, or other convenience without and the greil unftn]shed audience- 
room [ mike a dry j ng- i~oo m of, lo hang up I he clothes ]ri The princ][>al stairs Bre nnl up. 
and w]ll ruL^t be this wimer. Si;^ chambers are made comfortBble two are occupied by ihe 
Fres]denl and Mr ShBw; two lower rooms one fori common pBrfcor. and one for a levcc 
rtjom CJp slaiPi 1herc is the ovaE room. wh]ch is des]gr»ed fori he draw]ng-ioom and his 
the crimsi^n furniture in it ll ls j ver^ handhome room now; but when completed, it will 
be beautiful." 



The prrs]denE]al conlest in ISOO. wbs urged w]Eh b WBrmth and bttEcrric?^, by both 
parties^, wh]ch his nol been equalled in in> e tec l]o ri s] nc e thjt penod. 
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It \vfls ihc firsi tETTic Iwo c B nd id^lfs c^ c r pr«t«nl«l ihcnviclvc^ 1u the [icoptc as rivat 
ai>p]rin1'^ For the highest honor in lhcLrg]ft_ Bo1h v^crcytHnJ men and Iruc— bolK ^'czc 
worlKy of Ihc confidence oF the counlry Bui Mr Adams, ^I'ctghcd cfown b> the 
LinpL^pularity of acff idopl^ clunng his 4djninL'flraE]un. and "buffering unJtr tht cKaige of 
bcLJij; BR enemy to revululionar> FriRce, and a Jnend of monairhicBl England, wa'f 
d]!itinccd *nd defc*ttd b> h]scompcthtor Mr_ JcffcPion ^i-asclcclcd the th]rd Fmiidcnt 
ot the Republic, ind ^4}^ iriauguralcdon lKc4lKof Mirch, I SO I Oncof tht lasE Bcin of 
John Adams, before rdiririg from iKc Presidency. v^B!i tu recall his £±on from Eer[in. thBt 
Mr Jefferson mighl have no cmbaTTBiisment la Eh^t direction. 



CHAPTERIV- 



MR ADAMS" RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES --ELECTED TO THE 
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE-AFPOEWTED LT S SENATOR- SUPPORTS MR- 
JEFFERSON- PROFESSOR OF RHETOREC AND BELLES LETTRES-APFOIE^TED 
ME^ESTER TO RUSSIA. 



John Quinc> .^d^nifi relumed to the Umlcd Stitcs fiom hih finl foreign cmba'&y. tn 
ISO]. During the ^lormy period of tii'^ r^lbter''^ BdmLii]!i1ralion^ and the cnsu]ng 
prcs^identhA L c anv a^>s, Kc ^^'as fortuiiBtely ab'^m Trom I Kc country Had he be^n it home^ 
Kjs !u [u B tion would have been one ot grcal dtlicBcy. ]1 cbr haidl> be supposed he would 
Kbvc opposed his father's measures or his reelection. Yet lo have 1hrt>v^n hj*i LnflLiencc in 
their hehilf^ would hive subjected Kim lo the impulatJonorbe]ng mi^ved b> tiE]al 
aEtaehment rather thin the carivieUon'f ofdnly From this pamrnl dLlemma. he wis saved 
b> Kis foreign re'fidence He cime home Ljncomm]t1ed lo pady measunzs, unlrammelled 
b> part> 1ac1bcs or p redileetcons^ and thus stood before ihe people, as he could wish lo 
sland^ perFeelly unshackled^ and reid> to ict as duty and conscience should direct 
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Amv]ng in the Un[T«J ^[Btc'f wcl K d[s[] ngu ishcd hoiior>^a]ri«J by "furcc^^ful forc]gri 
d] [>loTn Bc y^ \1r Adams \^' as not allowed tu remain lung in [njct]vily [n iS02 be ^4» 
cLL'Ltcd tiY 1hc S^nilf of \1 ass ac hus^ I ts . from the Boston disi rid During hi*^ "fcrvjcc^ ]n 
thai tKKly. bH^ gave in ] ndtc at]o ri oF EhBt independence^ be b pohticfcari. ^h]ch 
LhariLtcri/ed tiiin thn^ugh life, by hff oppivi 1 1 ion lo a po^^'crfui cambiriBE]ori of banking 
interests. \^'h]ch -w^'i effected Bmong hi'i iniEncdiale con.'f 1 1 tne nts ALlKougK his opposi I ton 
^a^i un4>Bii]ng^ ye1 ht clearly showed thai the integril> of the man wa^ superior tu Ihe 
policy 4>r Ehe mere [H>titickBn But higher honois awaited h]m 

[n I SOJ he wa.s eletled lo the Senate of the United States, b> 1he Le^LstBture of 
M ass ac husel ts Thus al the early age of thirty-six >ean>. he hid attained to 1he highest 
legislalive bod> of the Union. Young in years^ bul malure in tileni and experience^ he 
took hi'f sen anud Ehe conscnpl Talhcrsur the ^.ountTy to ict b pari v^h]ch soon drew 
upon Kjm iKe e>e» ot the nBtJon. both jn admjralion ind inircnsure 

The period of Mr Ad ams' service ]n Ihe Un]ted Slales Senate, was one in which the 
position and Ihe tntere^ls of the country were surnjundcd by embarrassments and perils 
ot the mos1 thre ale ning character The part> which had "lUppoded hiv J a the r had become 
divided anddetcaled Mr Jeftcr^on elevated tii 1he Presidency afler 4 healed ind angry 
conte'^l^ was anobjecl of the d]sltke andstEpjcion of the Fedcrahsts^The conn]cU of the 
belligerent nations la Europe and the mc^-^urev ot Foreign policy the> "severally adopled, 
not ont> affected 1he ]nteres1s oF the CJnitcd Slates but were added elements tii ]nFLjmc 
the party contests *t home. 
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Tri lS04^Bonapirtc stepped from I Kc Consul chamber to ihc ihrDnc of thr FrcEich 
Empire ,\i\ Europe was bendcng To hi'f giant rule. Great Brita]ri alorie^ ^'Wh charge tcnslic 
and tnhcrent "^ I ubboTnnc^'f ^ hid "^ct itself a^ a rock ag4]nM bii'f 4mbil]ou> a^pir^Uons^ And 
prosecuted with unabBted ^Jgor l1s detcrmiTicd liosTiiil> to ilL hjs mei.'furc'f of Trade and 
of conqucsl. En Mo^ ember, ] 507 the Brit]*iK Government is^iued the celebrated "Orden* 
]n Council," f6rt>idd]ng ilt trade with France and her allies. Thi'f measure wa^ Enet by 
Napoleon, in December, ^'\\h his "M]LBri Decree," prohibiling every dcscnption of 
commerce wUh England or her colonies. Between tb^c^e checks End counlerc Kecks of 
European nations tbte comEnerce of 1 he Uniled Stites was in peril of being swepi enlircly 
from ihe ocean 

During mo-^l orih]s perpleied ind trying period Mr. J. Q .\dBEns relatned hisseiT in 
1b»c Unilcd Stiles Senale .Mlhough scn1 there by 1 he suffrages ot tb»e Federal part>, in Ihc 
M ass ac husel ts Leg]sla1ure, >et he did not, and would not acl simpl> as a pjrtfcsin. Thhs 
]n r^ct was a prominenl ch4rBclerkst]c la Mr. .^dams iKroughonl hts enlire L]re, End is the 
key wh]ch ei^plajns many orh]s ac1^ otherwtse ]nexplicBble. His noble and palnotjc 
spin! arose ibo>e the shickLcs of pBrty. He loved iKe interesis of h]s countr> . the 
hBppinessof Man, more thin the success of a mere pBrt>. 
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So fflr a": iKc parry ft]Ch whccK Kc jctcd ad^xicitcd measures ^I'hirh KccoRccivcd lo tw 
wt^c and hcallhful, he yielded h]s hcarly and vigorou-^ co-apcrilLon_ Bui whenever il 
swerved trom this line of tnlegnty, hi'f ]nfluence wa*i Ihrowri tnio the oppo^He ^icale_ Thi^ 
^a'i iKc nilcof his long career. No pcpf ui.'f io ns or emoluinent'f ^ no iKre^lh. nu 
intjmLLlBtioTL'f^ could I urn him fTDin il to iKe breadth of a hair [t was in cunsequence of 
thLSLhirBLtcristJ^.^ thai lI has so frequenlLy been said of Mr. Adam'f^ lKat Ke was not 4 
rsfiabi^t p^rty m*n_ Thi^ was to b degree true He was notreliBblefor any j>olic> adopted 
simply lo promote parl> interests^ md "secure pirty ejid^i. Bui in regard lo all measures 
which tn hjs _f udgme Rt would advaiice the welfare of I he people, secure iKe rights of 
man, ind elevate the race, no pohncian, no st atcf m b ri the worid has prodLiccd, couLd be 
more pertcclly relied upon 

This disposition to bcE rr^/E/. whclher wilh or agj]Eis1 hi'f pBrty, was developed b> 1he 
first >ole he ever gBve in a legist b live body Whik" jn the M issachusd ts Senale, 1he 
Federalists were the dominant pBrty. 11 was the cu>tom ]n thit Stile, 1o choose the whole 
of the Governor's Council Trom iKe pBrty which KBd the majorily in the Legislature- En 
May, ISO 2 Mr. Adam.'f w as define u.'f thai a rule "fhouLd be idopled more regBrdful of ihc 
rights of the m]norily He accordingly proposed thit severBl b nti-Federal is ts should ha^e 
■^eats in the Council of Gov_ SCn^ng and gave his fiPil vote to IhBt measure. 
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On 1 certain QCCBn]on, Mr AdBrrui wj^ B^kcd^ "What arc Ehc rtcogn]zcd priiiC][>fcE of 
polnic^?" He replied- IhBt lKcrc wtrc no jxffiii.Tfxi^'i in politic*i— there wert recognized 
prscejfi'i, bu! Ihey were bid one!i_ But, continued the inquire r_ l^ no! thi"^ b good one— 
"To seek ihegreatesl good of the grealest number'^" h"o. !iBid he_ thit i^ 1he ^^'orM of ilF 
for il looks spec io u*^, "Aibiile ]t i'^ ruinoib Wtial ^hall become oflhe miTiorit> in IhBt case^ 
This v'i lbieonl> principle 1o !icet— "the greilest gocd of bII ""= 

A few moTi1h» after Mr. .Adiin^' enlrance inio the Senate of Ihe LTiiited Suies. « law 
wa^ pissed b> Congress, Bt I he su^esCio n of Mr_ Jefferson, iuthorizing the puichaseof 
LouistBna Mr Ad anis dee med I his meBMjre jti enc ro bc timent on iKe Constitution of I Ke 
Untied StBte^, anti opposed Hon the gnjund oF Hs unconMHutionalitj" He \i' as one of ^Ia 
senators \^'ho voted against it Yel when the meisure had been legally consummBted Kc 
yjcldcd L1 biL"^ sijf>pt>rt_ In passjng liws for the ^ovemmem of Ihe terrHory thusobtBined. 
the rj^ht oJ ItlbI by jury wbs granted only in capitiJ cises_ Mr \danis Lb bo red Id have it 
cxtenLled to bII crinnnal offences Before 1he territory' hid b representative in Congress. 
the governmenl pnnposed tii levy i tjx on the people For f>urposes of revenue Th]s 
atlempl mel the dec]ded opposition ot Mf Adams 

^ Ma^ichu^ctU Quartcriy, June, 1349. 
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He ]nsistcd 1 1 ^ould be in CTtirisc of govern mcn[ ^ittiouE the consent of the governed, 
whkcK. to ilE ]riteii1s is 4 de^poU'fm. 

[r LSO^. he labored 1a have Congress pBSK b L^w levying adul> on the ]mponBtionDf 
slavfs Th]E ^i.'f iKc finil [>ublic indication of h]s v]cwe on tht "fubjecl of slaver>. 1 1 wi.'f i 
prcmonLlionof the bold, unflinchtng, noble ^^'arf^re against I hat iFVititut]Dn. and of the 
advocacy orhumin Freedom and humBn nghls in Ihe ^^'idcil sense, which charge terijed 
the cLosfcng "series of hL^i reniarl^ble career, ind wbitcK v^]ll perpelijale hi^i tBnie, "A^bH^n 
o1her BcU of hs tife shall hive [>assed fn^m 1bte reniembrBnce of men ALlhuugK al thit 
eariy day bu[ IttEle was s Bid jn reginil tusLiver^. ye1 the young senator "fiw i1 was Fraught 
wt1h danger to the L" nion— eonfe rrtng polHicBl power Bnd influence onslaveKotden>. on 
principles fBlse ind pcrnicioLEi. and calcLilHed ultimately lo dislrBct 1bte hBrniun>' uf the 
country, BntI endanger the pemnnency of our Free ] ns tt1 ut]o ns. He labored. thcreFore. to 
check the increase of ^lave power, b> the onJ^ means which, piobibJ^, appeared Feusible 
at that tkme 

But a crisis tn h]ssenBtiYriaL career al lenglh arrived. The com meire of the Untied StBtcs 
KBd suffered greally by "Ortlers m Council." and "MitBn Decree*i " Our ^hips were 
se]zed conducled into foreign purU Bnd conFi'^Bted. wjth iKeir cargoes. American 
seamen were tmprcsjied by Brilish cruisers and compelled to sen-e ]n a foretgn navy 
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The American fngalc Philadclph]a, whilt near iKc cob^1 *>f ihc Lrn]tcd Slalcji on rcfu^tng 
togi^c LJf> four mc ri cl B Lined to be BnlisK^ubjccti. v^b*^ Firrd into by the English niBEi-uf- 
war L^jpinJ and hf vent of Kcrcrcv^ killed Brid wounded Thc^c cvcnis cauhfd the 
grcalcst CAcUcmcnt tn the Untied States Peli[]orK mcmonal^, rcmonstrB nc ci . were 
poured tn upon CDngrc!i!i tnjmevciy pari of the Union Mr_ Jcffcpion endeavored b> 
embassies^ ncgotiBtion^^ Brid the CTerLion of cvcr^ influence m h]s power, to irrc^t these 
dcMru^live proceeding andoblBtn a redrew of griev ances But ilL wi.'f in vain. Al 
lenglh b»c determined on ^r%x^mhatgo. ^i^ the only meBns of !iec un n^ tmr com merce from 
tb»c grB^p of the UR-^rupulous m istreK> of I he se*.^. An act lo thil effect wi-i pi.'ised jn 
Dec., iS07 Th]!i effectually pnn^lraled whBL ill tie fareigri commerce had been left lo the 
United S[i1es 

[r the"^ proceed] Rg'i Mr_ Jeffer»on wbs 'itoLitl> opposed by the Federil p^rty. 
M as^ ac husel ts^ Ihcn the chiercommerc]al Slate m 1he Union^ reM^ted wi1h i1s LJtme4>l 
influence 1he Embargo Ac I, as p re-cm inenlLyde^l rue tjve lo lis welfare, and looked to Jt^ 
SenBtiiPi ind Re p reseni at] ves m Cong]^^^ lo ur^e Bn oppo?:]tiori to the exlreme Whi1 
cutinie sbn:) u Id Mr Adsnvi adopl'^Ori the one hand^ per^oriaL tnend'fhip, the parl> which 
elected him 1o the Senate^ the tmmedLJte ] ntc rests of hi» co nsti I uenL'f ^ c akied upon him to 
oppo'fc the mea'fUFC'f of 1he Bdmini'^lralion. On ihe other hand^ mo]~e enlarged 
cons]dcrjtiDni± presented themselves 
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The inttrcst, ihc honor. Che uFlimit^ piD^pcnCy of the whole counCr>— ]ts rcputa^on and 
influence in iKc e>es of the worJd~dcm andcd IhBt 1hc Govtminerit should be *i up ported 
in itscrTods to check the af^resMonh of foreign natjon^ and est b b I i'f h iKc righlh of 
American citizens In such an alternative JohnOiJ]ncy Adams could not he!i]t4te. 
Turning fiDm aM other consLderat]onK but j desire 1o piomt^le Ihe dignity jnd welfare of 
tb»e Union, he threw himself wilhout reserve, ]nto lKe r*nbi of 1tw: at1niinistral]on party, 
and Iflbored /ealousJy tn ^econtl the mei^ure'i of Mr_ Jefferson 

This 4ct "lUb-^ecled Mr_ Adims to I he severcs t censure He was chirged wuh basely 
for\Bking hi'f party— wUh the moM corrupl ven*lny— with I he low molive of seeking to 
pnjiiKJte ambitiou.^ longinpi and ^icJfi^h end^_ Eu1 tho^ic who mide these chBrges tn 
sinccnty labored under an entire misBpprehcnston of Kischirader and princ]f>Les of 
acljon At iKisday, Bided b> lhe in^lruct]ve hi^lory of Kis hfe, and by a perfect 
knowledge of hi^ pBtrioti'im Bnd devol]on to lruth Bnd pnncip^e, i.'f developed in hi'f long 
andspottes'f CBreer, il is cicarl y seen iKat jn the even1 under con'fideral ion he but acted up 
to Ihe high rule he had adopted, of making pBrt> Bnd ^eclional considerat]onh secondary 
\A> iKe honor ind ]nterest ot the UBtion—an eAamt>le v^hjch no pure and high-minded 
^late^mancan Kesilate to follow 
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The Lcgisfflturc of M issachu^ctc^ d isappirtvcd the couracof Mr Adams By j smaM 
majonty of Federal voles, it elected b no1 b»er pc rao n 1o tflke hi^ place in iKe Senale il the 
cipiritLOJi ot his term, ind passed rc^o I LJt]an'^ ireitnfcUng ]ts Scnalor^ ]n Congress to 
oppose the mea^ure^ of Mr Jefferson. Mr_ .Ad*nL^ could nol.consL'flenlly v^]Ch h]s views 
of duty,obe> Ihcst inslruztjons ind having no dj!ipo'i]tiori to reprcsenl a body whose 
confcdence he did not retBin, he resigned hjs scat in Ihe Scnale, in Mirch, ] SOS. 

A L1 hough Mr. .^dims gave mosi oF hff d4>'f to [he bcn'kceorh]scounlr> , >cl he was 
fond of literar>' puriij]ts, *nd acquired, duFtng h]s houni of relBiiatJon From sterner dLJt]cs, 
a vast fund oFclBSKic lore and u^feful learning. Al an CBrly day. bu: hid become 
djslingijjshcd as a rjpe "icholar. End an i mp re^s] ve, d]gmned, ind eLoquenI public 
spcflker. hJLS repnta^on fur literary 4 rid scholi.'flic Btlamments quite equalled hi^ fame as 
a tiol]ticLari andstitdmin. 

In I S04 OR the death of President \Vtll*rd. Mr .\dBnft v^bs urged by stverB[ ] nfluc nti b I 
indi^jduat^, to bt b candidate for the pre!i]dcncy of Cambridge Umvepiity He dec Lined 
the pn^tFered honor. Dunng the following year, however, he wi^ Bp pointed Pnjfessorof 
Rhetoric ind Belles Leitrcs in IhBt jnMilution lie Bccepted the oftjce, oncondilion IhBt 
he should be allowed lodischBr^c its duties al such times as hi'f "^rvjccf in Congress 
would pcrmH His inBu^ural addrc'z>. on entering the p rofessopf hi p . ^bk delivered on the 
l2lhor June, ISOb. tii'i leclureson riietortc and oratory were ver^ popular 
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They were aClcndcd by l*rgcciDwcti from Biv>ton brcI Che niJiTound]ng lowrei. tn atMilion 
to Ihc c ol I eg] ale cl a±idi«>~ a CDinp knicnt whkcK few uf the pruff^t^io ra i±i rcc h]hdii^ ha^c 
received- 

Mr Adam'^ rontbnued his conned lun wilK the Univcrsily^cklivcnrig teclure^ End 
LanduL l] ng cxe re: b'f e'f ] ri decl am b tio ri until Jul> LS09. "]1 ^^'a^ at thff lime and i.'f 4 
member of one of Ihc younger (. L B-^^e^ it coltegc, iKat ] FiPit sbw Mr -^dBmi- and listened 
to hi'f well-remembered voice froin the chair of tn'f I rue tio n, L]tlle antic LpiUTig^ 1hal after 
the lapse of forty years, my own KumbEe voice v^ould be he aid, ]n the perform b nee of 
thi^ mournful offtce- 5ome who now hear me will reeotlec! Ihe deep inlere'it with which 
tbKse leclLire^ were h'flened lo. nol merely by ihc youthful aixJienee for which they were 
prepared- but b> mimeious voEunlary hearepi from the neighborhood. Tbwy formed jn 
era la [he Uni>er3]ty; and were. [ believe, the fiist "iiEceshtuI al tempi, tn 1 his 4. ouni ry . al 
thi^ fonn of ireitnictLon jn any dcpBrtmcnt of lueralure. They were collected Bnd 
published ]n Iwo votumes, completing tbte Ibtei^reUcaE pBrt ot the "lUbjecl I think it may 
be fairly said, th^t I hey v^][l beir a fivorBble eompansou wi1h any IreiU'^e on the "fubjecl, 
at 1hal time exiani in our language The "flandard of e\4.eJLence jn every branch of 
CFEtical Ie4m]ng. hasgre4tL> advanced in ihe Lb^1 fan> >ean>. bul thc^ic IccI tires may sl]LI 
be read w]th plei.'fure and in'flruction 
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Con'^idcrcd b^ b !iy^tcmBtic and academical [rcali^ic upon j subject wh]chcoii':liEiJT«J the 
chief part of the inlcllcclLial cdtKitEon of the Greck-^ brcI Roman*i_ thc^c lectures raf>tdly 
cam[K>s«J a^i iKcy were delivered^ bfkJ nut revised b> Ibu: Buthur betorc pubLjciUon are 
not Eo be regarded in the hghl of a "ftaridard pcTformance But lei any ^tJlesm^n orjurisl. 
even of 1he pre-^cnt dBy. tn Amenci or Eunjpe— whose hte, like Mr Adams's, his been 
aclivcly passed in profess]unal and pohMcil engagements, al home irid abroad— BtlempI, 
in Ihe Leisure of two or three sijnimer^~h]s mind f]Hed wilh all the greit poh^cil lop]c^ 
ot the dBv— to prepare b futl course of Iee1 u res on any briRchof hterature. to be delivered 
to 4 d]rfbcull andscrul]nkzing, iKongh ]n part a >oulKfLil 4ijd]ence. and then IrusI them to 
the omleaL of the prcMi, and he wlIL be prepared lo estimate Ihe iMi^k which wi.'f perFormed 
b> Mr_ .Adam.^-"^ 

Mr Ad ams's devol ion lo literBry pursiJ]K was destined lo an CBrly tenninaE]on On 
the 4lhoF March, LS05 Mr_ Madi'ion was inducted ]nto 1he oJtjce oF PrcsidenI of ihe 
UnHed Slater. It was at thai time fir from be]ng an enviable postlion. At home the 
country was rem fcnio conlending fict]ons. Our foreign iJfaLPf were in i condtlionof the 
utmost perplex]t>, and ojclenlly ipproBching adingerous cri'iis. The mijrk> clouds of 
wir which hid for yeirs overshadowed Eurrtpe. seemed roLJing butherwird, filling the 
most sanguine and hopeful mindh w]th deep b p p rehen.'f ion. 

■ Edward Evcrclt'^ Eulogy on iKe L]fe and Character oF John Qui ncy Adams 
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Ru'sii. under its youEhful Emprror Alci^iTiLlcr. wb^ nsEng to a pTDTnincnt JTid ]nfriJcntiaF 
petition amon^ iKc nations uf Europe Mr M id i^o ri dtcmcd i1 of great impi^rlancc thit 
the Unttcd S titfs sfioLild be represented it iKat caurt b> "^mc iiKliv]dLial eminent Blike 
For tilent^, experience, Biid LJiflurnce John Qu] Eiey Adam> ^^-asselecled for the ni]h5ion. 
[riMirch, 130^, he ^is Bppoinled M]nt'fter to Rii^lb. and 1 he summe r fotiowi rig. sihled 
for SL Peter^buigh- 

[r the meim Line . our re I a1 ions w]th GreBt Bnt4]n becime ever> dBy more dubjoLb 
WbSe striv]ng, iriever> honorBhIe manner to come lo ternw of reconcEli^Uon, President 
Madison w*^ maktng rapid preparBtion^ for w*r_ The people of the Uniled StBte^, 
deprived by the non-inlen.our>4: blI o^ the cheap pruduc l]ons of EnglBnd, began to turn 
tbteir altention Brid (.ipjtil lo di^mestjc m b riuf acturc^ At lengEh the Amencin 
Government demanded pcremplonly- thBt 1he renlriction.^ of GreBt Entiin ind Frincc on 
our comme rte "ihi^uld be ibrogBted. \^'ar bejn^ Ihe a] tern at] ve ot a retu^*! The French 
empen^rgave "^ i1 1'^aclor^ i.'&tirances thj1 Ihe Berlin decree should be v^]thdrawn. The 
Briglish go^ernmenl Ke^i I a[ed. equivocated, Bnd showed evkderit dis]nclin4l[on 1o [Bkc 
any decided "ilep 
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"Tn th[s doubtful !italc of ronncTion bflwccn Amcncj and ETigland^ br accidcTiTal 
coHisnn took [^\^i.c between ^c!i£±els of the rcspcctcvc LOLintrjes^ lending ttiijcK [o ]nrtime 
and w]den the existing differences. An Engl ish sloop-of-^^' ar^ 1hc LitUc BeLU com mandcd 
b> Cflpt. B]righam^ Llc^icncd a "ship off the American cobrK ^i^d made "siiL to come up 
^ilh iK bul finding il a frigBte. anddubiou's of its nalion^ he ret] red. The olhcr. which 
proved to be American, the President, under C apt. Rogers, pursued in turn. EolK explains 
Kaiied ncBrly logether. inul bo1h, in^lead ot replying, hailed Bgam and fTom ^oids, i.'s it 
were. CB me la blows. w]thoul expLBnal]an Cip1 Bingham ios1 upwBrcfc of th]rt> men, 
and his ship suffered severely A Caurl of [nqutr> was ordered un the corHJucI of C^pt. 
Rogers which dec]dcd thai il had beensatisfBctonLy pTD^ed to I Ke court, ihal Cipt 
Roger?i hBiied the LilEle Beit firsU IhBt his KbiI wi*^ nol ^Bti^tBctonty answered, thai the 
LiltLe BeLl fired the ftrst gun and EhBt it was without previoiE> provocation or justifiable 
caicte "" 

^e^eral atlcmpts were mide afler iKi^. to preserve the peace of the two counlnes, but 
in va]n England, i1 is 1rue, wUhdrew her obrn^xio u'f Orders in Council El wi.'f, however, 
tuo Late. Befure ]ntelt]gence of Eh]s repeal rcBched 1 he shures of I Ke Lrn]ted Slales war 
wa'f dec tared by Congrc^, on iKe IRth of June. I SI 2 

] t was a popular war. Allhoughs1renunusL> opposed by portions of the Eastern 
Slates as destructive to 1 hei r comme rce yet wUh the mass of Ihc people throughoul the 

Union 1 1 wi.'f deemed J i£i tit] able ind i ruli'^pe ns] b I e. 

^ Liv«>Df iKe Presidenls. 
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A long Kc n c^ of ] nsul Cs jnd ]njuncsan chc pari of Great E n C b i n— I Kc seizure ire] 
confL'K B tio ri of our ^ Ki ps andcargod^ the ]mt>rr'>SLng ot our seamen, urideF 
L knz Lims1 anccs of the riioM LJTJtBting dcscrLpUon and Ibte b^ p tio ri of numc ro u*^ mei.'iurcs 
to Ihc injury of our interests— KBd fully prepared the publtc mtnd in iKc Un]tcd Slates 
^Llh the exception of a 'fm4l[ minority^ lo enter upon th]*^ ^ir^ith zeal and cn1husj±sm 

With occt^ionaE reveises, gc nc rai succc^is *1 [ended our irms jn c^cr>' dircttjon On 
land Bnd on sea the American ejgle led to vtctory. TKecombatBnts were worth> ot eich 
othtr. Of iKesame onginBL "flock— of iKe same "^lem^ ijnyieLd]ng maleriaL—lhrirconlesIs 
were bLondy *nd dcstmcUve in iKe cxlremc But 1bie younger nBtJon_ m^pinted by a sense 
ot wrongs endured, and ot tbvc j uh tnc'is of i1s du.'ie bore 4W4> 1bte pBlm^ and plucked 
from Ihc brow of lis more iged competitor mBny a laurel ye1 ^recn from iKe ensanguined 
fields of Europe. In scores of bvUly-contesled ba1tlcs_ the Entjsh lion unu.scd bs it w4s ra 
cower before a fne. wis conipetled to "lick Ihe du*it" in defeBt_ At York, 41 ChippewB, it 
Fori Erie, al Lundy's Lane^ it ffew Orleins^ on Lake CKamplahn, on Lake Erie^on the 
bnn Bd oc c an^ G reit Bnlain and Ihe world were laughl lessons of American valor, skills 
and energy , which iges will no1 obt]terate 
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This ft Br, iKou^h prosccuCcd al the CTfwnst of many ^'aluabfc []\'k>, jnd of a vi^l 
pubJic debt ^i.'f^ ujiquL!'^lionably. highly bcnrHciBE to the CJnited Slater, [t convjnccd aki 
doubtcis IKbE our f o> c rnrntnl ft b*^ abundanlly iblc to rfs^nl aggrr'^LOiL'^^ b rid to niBinlaiii 
M'i rights ag4]re1 the ass Bulls of any nalionon CBrth. This rcpulBtiori has been of gjcal 
service bn prolccting o ur Lummc n. c , and co in mandiTig rcspcci farourflag^ Ihruughout 
the worEd- Bui the chicfbciicfil of the ft ar ft b^i 1hc dcvctopmcrit of our internal 
rcsoun:«>^ wh]ch^ Bftcr all^ fonn Ibtr great foLuilairiof the wcbLiK. strcTiglh^ and 
pc rmi Jic nt L" of a niUon. Dcpnvcd b> 1hc cmbai^o, 1hc non-] ntc rctmrsc ict and ihc 
cn]U]ng hus tiJ L1 1 E^^i^ of all rorc]gn EinporLalionorgoods^ iKc American people -were 
compelled to supply Ihemselvc^ by Ihc ir own hudub[r> and tTigcriLiily. ft]th those arlicle'f 
for which I Key h^d BEways before been dependent on iKeir trju'fitlBntic nc]^hboFS Thus 
wa^ latd the found Btion of thit system of dnniest]c mBnuFaelures fth]ch ]s destined to 
make the Uniled Stiles Ihe greate^l prodLKt]ve mart amung men, and to bring into its Lap 
the we*l[h of the wortd_ 



CHAPTER V- 



MR ADAMS" ARRIVAL AT ST PETER SB URG--HES LETTERS TO HIS SON ON 
THE BEBLE--HES RELIGIOLTS 0PEN10NS--RUSS [ A OFFERS MEDCATION 
BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES-PROCEEDS TO 
GHENT TO NEGOTIATE FOR PEACE--V] SITS PARIS-APPOINTED MENESTER 
AT ST JAMES-ARREVES EN LONDON. 



Mr Adams iujvtd Bt SE_ PctcPibuig, b-^ MtJi]!ilcrPlcntpmcnMary from the United 

Slater, in iKc lulumnof IS09_ Twcnty-cigKl ycBrs before, while a tad of fourteen^ he wbe 
at 1b»c same f>LBce, ai pnvite secretary to Mr Dam the American Minisler. The 
promising boy returned to iKe northern cipjtal 4 malure miri, ripe in e^perEerice, 
wh'ulom^ pBlnotism, and prepared lo ser^'e h]scoun[r> in iKc highest walks of dip lomicy 

So truly hBd the Far-^eeing WBnh]ngton prophesjed in 1795:—"] shBll be much mist b ken 
if, in asshon « 1ime ascBR well be expected. Ke in no! found al the head of I Ke 
djpLomatJC corpt. be I he government admi mstercd by w ho msoc ver the people may 
choose'" 
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The LTmCcd Slalc?i. [hough bul little kno^^'n en Riis!i]a Bt that pcnod^ ^a'f s[]ll looked 
upon -wi^h Ta^or b^ a ml ion dc^ilincd indue Uinc^ to CTed a great JoflucrKC upon iKc 
affa]r*i oF the worid Mr_ .Adims wa^ rct^civcd \^'ith marttd rctpcci al the Court of Sl_ 
Fclcpiburg Hl"^ fimili*nt> wUh the French Bnd German language^—thr former iKc 
d]f>LomBtic language of Eurof>c— hj*i literBry acquirements, hi"^ perfect knowledge of (he 
PoIlUcbL relitLonsof lliec]VLli/ed v^orJd. biL^i plain BppearBrKe and republicBri^]mpLjcit^ 
of mannepf, ]n the mid'fl of the gorgeuLCi embi.'&tefi of other riat]on5 enabled him to 
make b striking iJid Favarible ]mpre'&ionon 1he Emperor Alexander Bnd his Court. The 
Empeior, charmed by hi'f varied qualities, admitled him to Leinbof pcT^ouat ]nl]maey 
se Idom griuted to ihe mo!^t fivored tud]viduilh. 

During lus residence ]ri Rus'fiB, Ihe de^th of Judge Cu.'f hi rig c jused a V4eanc> on the 
bench of Ihe Supreme Court of tb»c UnUed SlBtes_ Fre'i]denl M*dison nomiiiBted Mr_ 
.VJam.'f to the distinguished offjce. The nomination w as couf] rmed by Ihe Scnale, bul Ke 
declirH^d Jts icceplance 

A c ire umstance oc e urred 4t lh]s time, which at1rac1ed lhe Btlent]onorMr Adams The 
Ru'iSiin Miiu^terof the Tote nor, then id vb need in veBrs. having received many valuable 
presents while in oftjce_ bee b me troubled WLlh*icrupLes of coi&c ic nee . in regBrd to 1he 
d]spo'f4l he "ihould make of them. He al Lenglhcilculalcd the value of all hi» g]ffc>n irvJ 
paid the sum into Ihe imperial Irea'fury. This ErBn^aclion mide « deep ]mpre'2>ion on Mr. 
.Uam.'f, Bnd probabl> led hjm lo the re^oluE]onorrte^er aceepl]nggif1^ 
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[r order lo art w]Ch thai rrccdom of bcB^ which hcdccmtd ]ndis[ifnsablc Co the fBdhful 
d]^chaigr of public dLJt>^ he end^Bvorcd lo avoid a^ Tar b^ po\\i'b]c^ laying Kim'iclf under 
obligBtiojL^ 1o any niBn When accrtiin bookycllcr once sen1 him an eJe^inl cop> of the 
Srn [>tijre!i , Kc kcpl the book, but returrted ]b> full eqij]valerit ]ri money. 

WhjLe sojourning Bt St_ Peleistmrg, Mr_ .Ad*ms wrote a sencs of Iclteis lo a son al school 
in M ass ac huse tl*^ on the value of the E]t>le. and I he importance of its daily peru.'fil 
Since h]s dctcase I hey have been published ]n 4 volume entJEled " Le tiers of Jo Kn Qui ncy 
.Adam.'f lo his so ri^ on Ihe Bible and ][s leach] n^ " "Their purpose is the i ric utc at]o ri of a 
love and revere Rce for the E-[ol> Scnpture'i and a delighl in the]r perusal and study. 
Throughout his long E]fe, Mr. Adams was him'iclf 4 dBily and devoul rcBderot the 
Scriptures anddelighled iricomp^nn^ jnd cons]denng I hem ]n the various languages 
^i1h v^h]ch he ^is fBmiliir. humping lhereb> 1o acquire a nicer Bnd clearer appreciilion of 
their me b rung. The Bible was emphB tic ally his counsel Bnd nionilor through lite, and the 
Fruits of ]tsguEd4nce ire seen la the unsullied chBraeler which he bore, through the 
turbid walersof poE]tical conEention to hi'f f]nal earthly resi Though tong and fiercely 
oppo'^ed and contemned in life he lefl no man behind him ^ho ^ould ^ish to fi;^ astBin 
on the nBme he has inscribed so high on the iolLorh]E country's moiil gifled and 
iLliiMiioic>SDn& 
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The iritnn'^EC ^^aluc af ihc^c Fctlcn^ thc]r rjni]har jnd lijc]cl ^TyFr. thc]r profound and 
comf>rthcn'i]vc vicv^^, thtirc4iicl]d and rcvcrcnl spirit^ mii^l v^jr far iKcm i l*r^c 
measure ot the public altcnlion ind cnltcm But, aparl from tvcri thi^, 1hc l«itimoriy -^o 
UTicurec boiis[> borne by Ihcir pure- minded and profDundly IcaFFttd author to the truth 
and f xcc I Icnc c of the Chn^tiBn faith md rctoids, w]tl not be ligKtl> rcgaidcd. [t i*^ no 
slight 1fst]moni4l lo the >cril> and v^orlhof Chri'ftjanity, Ihat ]ri all 4gc» "firK^ ]ts 
proruulgiUon, the grcal mass of Eho^ic who hi^c n^cn to eminence by iKcir profound 
^L^inioin, jntcgnly. and phiUulbFopy, ha^c rccDgu]zcd and rocrcnccd. lji Jc^iusof 
Na/_arc1h, I he Son of the living God To iKc nimcs of Augu.^linc Xivicr Fcnclon, 
Milton, Ncwtou, Locke. Lev ate r, Howard. Chalc^ubrj and. End the i r I Ko us b rids of 
compccni ]nChrLS[]an fBith antong iKc world's wjscst inul noblest il is nut wttKout pride 
1hat the American mBj" add, from *mong Kis countrymen thivtc of "lUC K men as 
WASHENGTON JAY, PATRICK HENRY, and JOHN QCJENCY ADAMS.'^ 

Mr. AdaEns wb*^ a practical Christian This ]s proved by hi^ "^polless life, hi'f "find 
honesty jnd inlcfjit> Kisdevoliun lo duty, hi'f fBilhful obedience to iKe dictates of 
conscience, Bt \^' h ate ver sacrifice, h]s reverence ofGod, ofChrisl. his rcipect forrehgion 
and Lis ]nstttutions, Biid recognition of iti± claims and responi] bil i l]es 

^ Preface to 'Letleisof JoKnQu]ncy Adains to h]s Son, on the E]ble and its Teaching^/ 
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Although a UmlanBR^ in his bcficf of doctrines ycC Kc wbs rm sec Cb run. In religion, bs 
in pohl]cs. ht was inLlc[)ciKlFnl ofparlbcs. lie wauLd become linked ti^ no "iccl ]nsLich 
manner bs to prevent him from granUn^ tiL'f coLintenBRce Bnd assistBnce wbHM~ever he 
tbuu^tit proper He wbs a frequent BtlendanI al Presb>1erian and Episcopalian churches, 
and v^B^ liberal in his coritribnUons lo these Brid other denummBtion'f; il betng his great 
desjFe to aid in building up Chrisli4n]ty, Brtd rtot « sect. 

The ]rtfluence which Mr_ Adam.^ had obt4]ned Bt St_ PeteiTibuig, wi1h Ihc Emperor 
and hi'f Court, wi.'f lurried lo the bes1 account, [t laid tbte fonnd^Uon of those ^nuc^ble 
relatione whteh have ever charac ten red the intcrcouise of 1hal povemmerit wilK the 
United Stiles To Ihi'f source aL'iO, is nnqueslionibly to be aUribnled iKe offer, by the 
Empeior A Le T ander of med]alion between Greit Brita]n and 1he UnHed S[Bte^. This 
offer was iccepled b> the AmencBn Govern men! _ and Mr Adams, in connection iv]th 
Messrs. G^lLBtiri and B4>Brd. wbs appoinled by iKe PresbderU lo t^ke charge oflKe 
riefiD ti B tio ri The laHer gentlemen joined Mr. .Adaniii at 2 1. Pctepfbuig, ]n July, ] S] 3. 
Conferences were held by 1he Comm is5]orteis wilK Count Roman/off, the C Kb nc el lor of 
the Russun Empire. wjEh b view lo open negolnUons 

=" Mr Adams WIS a member of the Unitarian Church ]nQuincy, Muis , it his dcalh. 
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The BritE'^h Gavcmmr riT^ tio^^'c^'cr, refused lo tm[ under [he med] al]on of R u^] a; bul 

propo^icd al the ^Bme Umc to meet American ComTnj^s]onFr> c]thcr a1 London or 
Gotlenbui^. Mcs*iri GiJlBtin and Eflyard ^^'Hhdrew from St_ Pcleisburg in JBrniary, ] S14. 
Icj^irig Mr. .Adinui in I Ke disc hai^c of Kis duties as resident Minister. 

The pioposi I ion of the Briti'ih Mini'flry to ncgotiBtc for peice^ at London or 
GuMenbuig "A^as icccpted b> the UnHed StBtc^. Mf. Adam'f and Messrs BjyanJ^Clay^ 
Ru'fselL Brid Galiatjri. ^^'ere appoinledCommis'iioiieis^ ind directed tu proceed lo 

Goltenbuig for thai purpose Mr Adims received h]s instructions ]ri Apnl, LS14. and b"^ 
"KKtn B^i pre f>arj tion.^ for de part ure could be made, took passage for Stockholm After 
repealed dcla>'s, on account ot the djrfbculliesof n4^]^alian a1 th^t CBrLy seBson ]n Ihc 
nonbtem scb*^ he ainved i1 Ihat cil> on the 25th of May Learncng I here 1hal the place for 
1he meeling ot the Commissjaoen* hid been changed to Ghen1, in Belgium Mr. .Ad*ms 
proceeded [o Gottenbiirg From thente he embarked on board in American sLi>op-ot-war, 
which had conveyed Messrs. Clay Bnd Rus^elL from ihe Lrn]ted Stales. aiHJ laiHJtng al 
Texel, proceeded immedntely to Ghent, whei^ he amved on 1he 24lKof Jurie 

]ri the ensuing negoUBtion Mr. .Adams "a^as pLBced at tbu: head of 1 he Antencin 
C omm iss]orters TKey v^cre men of unsurpa'^ed laLerits ind skill, tn whose binds neilhcr 
the welfare nor the honor of Ehe United 5tBtes could suffer. 
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I ri conduc 1 1 ng lh]s ncgol]al]on^ Ihcy fxhib][ccl an 4b]Fity^ b tjcl^ Bn unckr>EBricl]ngor 

intcrriat]unal Ii'A'^ ind a knu^l«lgc of the best int^rc^ilsof the ir country ^ ^^'Kich Btlractcd 
the favorable attcnUon both of Europe and America. Their "Nolcs' with Ihc BriHsbi 
Commisi]oncni, CAhEnled 4 digniFicLl firmnc*!"^ and minly moLlcral]*>n, v-'Wh a power ot 
aFgumenl^ and force of re asum ng^ wbiicK KighL> elevated thejr repulalion^ Brid thjt of 
thci r CDunI ry . in the e^TtniBtioriof Euiope an statesmen. The Marquff of Welle^ley 
declared ]n Ehe Bnli^K House ot Lorcfe, thit^ "in his opinion the Amencjri 
ConiTTi iss]oners h^d "^hi^^^'ri the most 4}^ lo msKi ng superio n ly over iKe Brilfc'fh^ dunn^ the 
whole onKe coiresponderKe." Their de'f pitches to Ihe Go^ernmenl al htjme, destribjng 
andexplainirig the progress of the negottBtiori in its^Revenl stages gave 1he highest 
s4lL'>r4ctioTi to Ihe pet^ple of Ihe CJnited 5lBte^. ]1 \^' as decl ared ]n the pubhc prtnlK thai 
tbtey "iWitijned ihe hi^noronhe Union i.'f Bbly 41 Ghenl as the palriol]sm and br^veiy of 
ibf dcfendeis had been e'flBbLi^hed by tls "teamen on theocean^ and lis troops in I heir 
bBtlh"^ \^'ilh "WeLlinglon""^ tnvLncibles " A good "fh^reof ihe^e encomLuin.^ of nghl 
belongs lo Mr. Adam'f^ who. firtm h]s knowledge of foreign afr4]F?i. and experience in 
diplomacy^ is well is Bcknowledgcd talenL'f^ took a leading pari in ihe negoliiUuns 

The Amencin commi'^ioner^ were Irealed wilh marts of h]ghest respecl. by ihe 
cilizens of Ghcnt^ ind the public aulhoritiesof thu lown 
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On iKc innivcisary of tb»c AtBdcmyof Sc]cncc'i and Fine Arti, al Ghent, 1hcy wcrt 
UT1 B m mousL> elected mi^mber^ of the iFVititutJon ^nd were invited to altend and unUe in 
the ei^ercL'fe'f oflhe occasion. Anontion on 1he objects of the inhtitutjan v^b*^ delivered. 
Tri the eveiurif . a sumpluou*^ bBnquel wjs "served up lo a numerou*^ cam[>aTiy. Afler iKc 
removal of Ihe cloth, among the toiiiLi g]vcn, wa^ Ihe following, by Ihe InlcndanI of 
Ghenl — 

"Our distinguished giK'st'^ inul Fellow-membeTS, the AmencBn M]nisters May ihey 
succeed in making ^n honorable p^ice, to secure the libedy and indcfiendeiiceur their 
country." 

This sen! I mem was received w]th ]mmeii'fe applBusc The band struck ijf> "HbiI 
ColumbiB." and 1he company waii filled v^Jth cnthuhiism. Tt was some m mutes before the 
tumuU sn^ftciemly ^ubsinied to idnuE ot a response. Mr .\dams then aiose, and. m behalt 
of the American Leg^thon, relumed th^nbf ton he \cry flatlering manner in which they 
hBd been trcBted by the munic]paln> of Ghent, Bnd pamcularl> for the lineipected honor 
conrerred upon them by ihe .\cidemy .\fter mating some pertinent remark.^ on the 
imparlance and usefulne^ts of the Fine .\rts, he contliided by oCTenng ^n a to4sl~"Thc 
[ntendiut oflhe city of Ghenl " 

The Entish Commissionepi were Loid GBmbier, Henry Go u I burn, and Wm. Adams 
The negoUBtions ope ned dubio ii'f ly The demind^of 1he Entish MiJi]stePi were a[ f]n>t of 
such achBracter, 1hal il v^bs impossible to comply wilh them, ^ith 4U> regard to Ihe 
honor or welfare of Che United SlBte^. 
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They in.'fi^itcd I Kb I the line ncpBraling ihc Lrii]tcd Slalcn from [he C an Bd aii . sho u Id run on 
tht "^uEhcrn bordtisofilL the lake^ from Onlario h> Superior— thai th[r AincrieBn 
Govemnient "ihould keep no armed force on the^^e likes nor miintBin 4n> niililiiry piv>ts 
on the]r bordeis^ while the BrH]!ih iihould have the privilege ot c^ tabi ish i ny slk h posts 
wherever I Key though! proper, on the ^iotithern JiKores of the l*kcE and(.onncct]ng ri^cr^. 
and m4]nt4]nLng b navy on tKeir witeis— Ih b t b LBrge pirt oflKedLflnct ofMame should 
be reJinqui'^hcd and ceded lo En^LBnd. to permH a d]reet n)uleoreommunLcat]on 
between Halifax and Que bcr— 1 hal the nghl oFjieairh -should bcgranled 1o B rtl ish !i Ki ps- 
of-w *r— together w L1 h m^ny o1her term.^ equally unacLeplabLe 

TKc lclten±orihe Amencan Com mis!i lonepi to (he Go^ernmenl al home, ]n Che early 
slape^of tKe pioceedi ng'f , were couched in dcvponding toncf. TKey ga^c il as Cheir 
op]nLon 1hal no Ecrms of peace could be Bgreed Lipon. But IhedemBntfc of Che Engh^h 
PlenipotentLBrLCii were me1 m a m b n ner so dec ided . and reasons were offered for non- 
compL]ance ^o cogent and ]ncontn)>ertjble that iKey v^ere compelled to recede, and 
come 1o terms of a more rcBsouBbte description. Moreover the Bnlish nalion was 
Keaml> E]c k of fore [gn wais, which plunged iKeGovernmenI mlo debl sacrificed iKe 
Ih^es of I bf subj ec ts, crj ppLed the]r manufac tones, and "secured them, ]n fact, nolhing' At 
lenglh- afler a pnntracted nego ti b tio n of Si n miYnlh'f, BrticLe-^ ot peace were signed by the 
Bnt]£]h and Amcnc an CommLssioncis, an the 24th of December, IUI4. 
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The jrirmunctmcnt of this c^cnt, Bt Ghent, was in b m jnnc r somtw Kal pcculcjr Mr_ 
Todd- one ot the Sec relaric^ of the American Comm]^^ioncr^_ and ^ion-in-liw of 
President Madi-^on had in>Jtcd *icveril yenUcriicn, Amcrjtin^ and otheni, to lake 
rcf rcf hme rits VrWh h]mDn the 241 K of December. A I noon, afler h4^]ng spent ^omc []Ene 
in picasani canveisalion, iKe refresh ment'f entered, and Mr Todd said .--"[ [ ]^ L2 o'clo<:k. 
Well, yenlLe men, ] announce to >oiJ 1tia1 fwice hu^ been made and ^iigned belween 
America and England." [ri a few moment, Mczirs. GBliat]n,CLBy, Carrol t and fiughes 
entered, ind confiTmed [he annunc]al]on Th]» intelligence waii received with j burs1 of 
joy by ilL present. Tbie news boon spread Ihrongh the town, and gave general sal isfac tion 
to the (.11 1 /ens. 

At Pins. Ihe LnlelkgerKe was h4]led with acclamjlions In ibie evening ihe Ihealrcs 

re^ouritled wjth cries of "God ^i>e the Amencarei " 

]ri the United Statcf the newsoF [>e4ce spread wjth the speed of the wind. 
Everywhere ]t e^cfcted iKe nxtsE lively emotions of joy Processions, oral ions, bonfires, 
illuminations, atlested 1hegr4tif]CBtion of the people and showed thai, notwilh^tandmg 
tbte general success whj4.h had al tended our ^rms, the> viewed j?eacc as one of the 
highest blessings a n^tkon can enjoy 
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RccognEzcng ]ri Ihi^ ]mpor1an[ cvcnl the hBnd of a wc'^r and grac iduf^ ovcrrul i ng 

Provide nc^c the heads of agreB[ Christfciri naE]ari turned in grBtUkxIt low^rd God. 
President MAd]soii issued the rutluv^]ng [>ruclam4tbDU for ad4> of thmkiigivLng:-- 

"Tbic Senate ind House of RcprcscnIaCivcsof (he Lrn]ted Stales have by a join[ 
reso I u[]on^ signified their desire thit « day m4> be recommended to be observed by ihe 
people of the Uniled SCate'f \^'ilh retjgioussoleninily as a d By uf lhBnksg]VLiig Bciduf 
devout acknowledgments lo Alruighly God, For his great goodne^^, manitested ]n 
restoring to Ihem Ihe bLes'itug'f of peace 

"No people ought to feel greater obhgat]ons to celebrate [he goodness oflhe GreiT 
D L^f poser of evenff, ind of the destbu> of riat]ons, than the people of the U ruled Si ales 
Hi'f kind providence origi nil L> conducted them [o one of Ihe best port ions of I he 
dwelling place ilEowed for the gceat ram]L> ot the human rice_ He prDtecled Bnd 
cherished them under all the difficulties and Iruls to which the> were expivicd in the]r 
eariy days Cinder his fosten ng c ire , Ihe i r hi b i bf , 1 heir sentiments and 1heir puniuits 
prepared them For a Iransilion in due tjcne to a "flate of independence andself- 
^o>crnmenl En ihe amluous struggle by which il w*.^ atlamed. they weredislingui^hed b> 
mulljpLjed lokens of hi'f ben]gn mterposi I ion During the intervBl which succeeded, he 
reared them inio the sirenglh. and endowed them with Ihe re^iouiccs, which hi>c cnBbted 
tbH^m 1o assert Ibteir nat]onal righff, inLl to enhBnce their nal]onal chirBcler, in another 
arduLiiih confljcl. wh]ch is now hipp]L> term]nalcd by i peace ind reconcihation wklh 
those who have been ourenem]cs 
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And lo the same Di^]ric A u ttmr of c\'cr> good bfkJ p^rfccl gifl wc arc mdcblcd for jIF 
those prt^]rcgcs and icKintagc^^ rchgioici as ^ ell asc]vil v^hich ^rc so richly enjoyed tn 
ttiL'f r^^orcd LbrcI 

"]t i'i for bifshi n^ sue h as ihcsc and more «>pec]all}' for iKc rc^lorat]oriof the 
bifshi ngs or pc ac c thi1 [ now reconimcnd iKal tht ^iccorid Thursday in April ncxU be set 
apad as j dsy on whch Ihr people ot cvfr> rct]gioiisdeiioni]nalion msy in 1 heir solemn 

assL' lub I ies umte the]r hcBrts and iKcir^ojce^^ ]n a free-will offerings lo the]r Heavenly 
Bericfjctor, of thc]r homage of th b n ksgi v i n^ *nd their song^ of praise.' 

Before Ic4>jrig GKcnC the AmericBnCommi'&Loiien>gave b pubUc diriricr lo Ihe 
Erjtjsh Ambi.'&adors^ it which the EnteridBnt of Ghent^ iTid riLiincrous s tiff of Fbce fs of the 
Hano^enin service, were present. Evcrylhin^ ind]Cited 1hal the mos1 pcrtecl 
retoncjhalion hid taken pliec belv^ecn iKc Iwo nUkons Lord Gambler had Bnsfn logi^e. 
as the fiist toast, 'The Urn ted Stales of Worth Amcrtca," bul he was prevented by the 
eouFles> of Mr. .\dinis, wtiogi^e "li]s Mijc'fl> the K i ng of Engl and"— on which the 
mu'i]c struck up "God sbvc I he King " Lonil Gambler ^a>e as [he second loast, ' The 
Untied StBtes ot North America." ind the musjc played "Ha]l Columbii." 
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Counl H_ Von Shcinhuycr p^c^c^lccl as a 1oasC— ' The Pac] f lc alo ra ot tb»c SiBtcs— May 
tbtrir unton coritribulc lu the happiness oJ tbtc Depirtinciil \^'h]Lh js cunfidcd to iny 
government- brcI ma> 1hcir Exccllcnc]n>CDmmLimcatc to I Kcbr Governments iKc lively 
interest "A^hLrK those under me lake in iKeir rec one i h al ion "Mr AdBms and LonJ 
Gambler both begged the Intend ant tucertLf> 1u the city of Ghent 1he grBtitude of the 
MLnjMcPi. Ton he Btlentiori ^hich iKe inhBbilBnts hid "fhowri them during iKetr residence 
in thcirinjdM 

Hav ] Rg conci uJed ihetr libopi 4t Ghen1 hy signing the treity of peace. Mr .\d*m.s, 
togelKer wUh Messrs. Alberl Giltatin and Henry Clay_ was directed to piDceed to 
Loridori^ for iKc purpose of e riten ng tnto nego^atiorts for « treal> of commerce with 
GrcBt Brit4]n Before Leaving 1he continent, Mr Adams visited Pirjs_ v^here he witncmed 
the return of Nipoleon trom ELbe_ and h]s meleoric c i reer dun n^ Ihc Hundred DByH_ 
Here he was jo]rted ]n Mirch, 1315, b> h]s Family, atter a long and penlouii journey fiom 
SL Pctepiburg- 

On iKe 25lh of MBy. Mr. .\djm^ arrived m London and joined Messrs GBlla[]n and 
Clay, who h^d Btready enlered upon the preliminaries of the proposed commeiri al 
convenl]on v^]Eh GreBt Brit4]n In 1he mean lime Mr. .^ams hBd received official notice 
of his appoinlment 3^ Minister to I Ke Court of St James. On iKe 3dor JijL> I SI5 the 
convenl]on for regu 1 41 mg 1he commeicial tnteicouTse belween the United 5latc^ Bnd 
Great Brit4]n wbs concluded, ^nd duly signed, [t was afterwards ralified hy both 
Governments, BntI has formed the basis of commerce ind tride belween Ihe Iwo 
countries, to the present hmc. 
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A[ ttit canclu'fioii of [hc^r ric^[] al iock. Mc^i^n^ GBFIa[]n and Clay rrtumcd to iKc Umlcd 
Slates, and Mr Adariiii rcm4]nFd ]n London^ ]n hff c a[>acj t> b^ r^sidrnt Mini'flcr 

TKu*^ had Ihc [>rcL]]clianur WBKh]ngton been ful rilled. ]n "b^ shorl a Iiitie: 3^ 4.ould 
well be expected " John Qutncy Adims. as Ihe we 1 1- merited reward orr4][hrijl sen-iccs- 
KBd altjjned lo the head of the DiplojnaE]c Corps of the Uniled Stite^ Hi'f career had 
beensLJi^ularl> Mfcces^fuh and hff ele^ition to Ihe htghcsl fareigri Italians reeekved the 
^cneri] ipprobBtton of Kiscounlrymen_ Hl^ simple hBbiK, hj!i plijn appearance, his 
UTiUnng industry , hs ricKly stored mind, h]^ unbending integnty, h]sgeneril intercourse 
and correspondence wilK foreign cuurts ^nd d][>LomBti'fls of the gre ales tdi'flinci ion, bII 
tended to elevate in j biigh degree, ihe American character, in Ihe Cili motion of 
European nBtion.'f. 

The impression he made ]n ihe most eminent c]rcles during hs residence ]n London, 
as asEite^min of un'furitissed general infoT7nat]un, ^nd crtlicaL kno^led^e oflhe polilic^ 
ot the ^orid. wbs relBined For ycir>. BftcrwircK. Mr_ Rush, whtj wi"^ "lUbsequenl Ly 
MinjMer to Great En t Bin, la an account of a dinner parly al L^rd Cisllereagh\, noles a 
corroboraling incident: 
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"At tabic, I hfld *>ri my IcfE 1hc 5axon Mini^lcr, B*iDn Juj>l_ ^ ^ ^ « ^ ^ |-]^ iri4U]rcd of mc 
For Mr. .^d^in^ ^hi^in he had kno'A'n v^cL], ind of whom he spoke highly, tic ^4]d I hat he 
bnciv the poll lienor all Europe "^ 

"]1 was v^h]lc Mr. Adam'f -W3^ M ] ntsic r of I he UmCcd Stales tn Lorulori [hit it was 
my peisonal good fortum: to be admitted lo h]s m^micy and Fnend'^hLp. Eeing Ihcn ]n 
Loridoriun [>ri^Bte biTiJCKS^. and having "^^mc previous acqu4]ntarKe ^i1h Mr -^dariis. E 
Found m his hou"^ an ever kind welcome, and in hjs mlercoup^e andconveTsition 
UTitailiTig atlraetcon and iinpn^vemeTil ^Lcustoined a'f he had been Trom earlie^il youth lo 
the 'KK]el> of the mos1 em]nenl persons jn Eun^pe, ahke instaliun ind ]n ability, Mr 
.UaiTL'f never lo'fl the ent]resEniplLcily of his own habits and chi racter. Under anexlenor 
of. al times, almost repulsive coldne'^, dv^cLl a heart as ^irm. ^ympalh]es i.'f quick, ind 
affections ^^ overflowing, is ever jmmHed in> bosom. His lasCe-^, tuo, were bH refined 
Lileralure ind art were ram]liar ind dearlo him and hence U v^a^ thit hLssociet> was it 
once so igreeible ind "^o ]m[>rovfcng. Al his hosp][Bble board, I hive hstened to 
d]^qu]Ml]an^ from hks l][>^ on poe[r> especially I he dri mas of S haks peanz . music, 
p aiming, sculpture — of rare excellence, and untiring tnteresi The e litem of his 
knowledge, indeed, and Us accuracy, ]n aJI branches, were no1 less remartible 1han ihe 
com[>Lete command which he B[>pe4red to possess over all his vaned stores of teaming 
and inform al]on 

^ Rush's Residence al the Court of London. 
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A cn[]cj| !^haFBr. alike in ihc dr^d langujgc^ in French, in German in llahan^ tioI Fc^is 
than ]n Eny[]!i h— Kc could dra^^' al will from the wcallKof all 1h«»c longucs to ilLu^lratc 
any particular 1o pic or tii ciiplajri any ippBrtnl difncijUy There v^b"^ rio lutrirj' wort of 
merit in any of lK«»c I anguages, of w htc K Kc could Eiat render* SBtisfBctorj accouni, 
there w**^ no f]ne piin[]n^arst4TLie^ of which he did not km^w the detiiL^i ind the h]^tar^^ 
tbw:re v^b"^ rio1 e>en an opera, or a celebrated mLr>icBL comfKKier, of whicKorof whom he 
could UDl poinl out iKedi^ilinguffhiug merits and lKech]ef com[)0'^]t]on5. Yet he was a 
Kb Fd-^ ork] n^. assidiuLC> man ot bu'^ine^'^ in hi*^ pBrt]Lular vocBtiori. and b more reguhr, 
puuctu^L CO mprehen'f ive, volLimLni^usdcplumjUc corre^iponde Rce 1han his no cotintr> 
can probably boa'fl of. ^nd il is Ehoughl the more Tieces^Bry to uo1e iKis fact, because 
sometimes an opinion pre^BiK Ihal graver pursuits must ucLCisarily exclude atlenlion lo 
what uhed to be CBlled Ehe " humanities" ot edLEBtioTi—thoseonmrientBl Brid grace FuC 
acquire menff, which, a^i Mr \dBnvi v^ell proved, nol only Bre uo1 luconsjslenl v^Jth, but 
gjeally idom, the we]gKtier matters of the liw 4ud of d i plom ac y. ] couhd dwell witb 
much sal isractiou upon the memiYr> Bnd mcideutsorihe da>'f lo which I Bm now 
adverting, bu1 am Bdmuni'^heLl by the leuglh to whkcK these remarks have already 
cxicudcd, Eh^t I mBy not loilcr "^ 

'■ Eulogy OR John Q 111 ncy .Adims by Charfcs King. 
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MR ADAMS APPOINTED SECRETARY OF STATE-ARRIVES IN THE UNITED 

3TATES--PUELEC DFWNERS IN NEW YORK AND BOSTON-TAKES UP HIS 
RESIDENCE l^" WASHINGTON-DEFENDS GEW- JACKSON IN THE FLOREDA 
[NVASlON-RECOGNtTEON OF SOUTH AMERICAN ENDEPENDENCE-GREEK 
REVOLUTION 



Jim«i Midi*iori_ after ^icrv ] ng hi^ country t]^ht >car^ as Pm>idcnl, in a mo^t pcrtlatis 
pcFbDdur]b> hffloT^ rcl]rcd lo private life, followed b> lbic rc^prct brcI gra[]tudc of the 
people of Ihe Lrn]ted Slates He wai succeeded b> James Monroe. \^'h(j wis ] nauguri ted 
on the 4lh of March, IS17- 

Mr Monroe was a pohhcian of greet inoderalion It wa^ Kis dcstre . on entering tbte 
presidency, [o heal the unhEppy di'isensions whjch hsd distrBcled the counlry From iKe 
commencement of its goveminerit. End conc]lia[e and unite the conflicting po[]tical 
pan]es in fanning htscBbmet, he cons uJ ted eminent ] ekI i vid uak of di FFerenl panLe*^, jn 
V B nous see1 ton.^ of 1 he Union, expressmg iKcsc view£_ Among ol hers. b»e BddresEcdGcn 
Jjckson who, on aceonnl ofhts "fLfLressfnl mLlLlaFVCBFecr. ^bs 1hen rjs]ng rapjdiy into 
poblu: notice. In h]sreph> thcgcneial remarked.— 
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'Evcrych]ng depends on tKcstlcclionof >DijrminL^lry En r>cry scfccC]ori_ parly and 
pBrt> feci I n^ sbio u I J be avutclcd P^o'A' t'i iKc l]mc to cxtcnn]nalc thBt fTio^jJ^r, called 
pBrt> "fpint. E> Mz Ice ting charge tcr^ irio^l conspicuous forlKckr probjt>^ v] rtuc . 4. 4 p Bci ty ^ 
and fLnnricsK^ witKout 4ii> rcgaid to parly ^ you wjII go far iTnol cnl]rcly. to c radicals 
those rccL]ngs ^hiction Tonne r occ bs ions. Ihrcw ^^o many obfilaclcf in the ^4> of 
go^crnmcnl- iJid, perhaps, hi^c the pIcBsiuc *nd honor of u ruling « pcopic heretofore 
poltlicatly dbvidcd The Chief Magi^itralc of agrcH ^nd powerful nal ion, should never 
indulge in parly fceltngs " 

.\dmirable ad^ice[ SeritimenLi worlh> Bncxilled American "fl Herman' The Pre?iidcnt 
of a vi.'fl Republic, should ]ndeed know noth]rigor the Lnlere'fl of pady in 
contndi^tinetiori to I he imcrent of the v^hole people; and should exerci'fe Kis power, hhs 
pBEron*ge, ind h]?: influerKC no1 lo "^Irengthen FacUon.^, bfuI promole the design.^ of 
poliUcal de magi^y ue^, bu! to develop and nc^uri'ih intcmBi n^sourccs. the only ^inewf of 
riBtional pK)'fperjt>, Bnd diffuse b b ro ad sentj mrnl^ ot tnie pBtrioti'fm lLberal]l>, and 
ph] li m h ropy \^o ^lUggeMion.^ more *dmirible coutd hBve been mBde by Gen_ JBckson, 
and none eould hBve been more worthy Ihc conshderalionof Mr Monroe And Kls 
Eucecssopf ]ri Ihe prc^idcntul chair. 

[ ri c 4TT> ] ng oul hj^ plin.'f of eoRcilEBtiori. Pre^]dcnl Monioe selected John Quincy 
.Uam.'f for the res po n-ii b I c posi oF Secretary of State. Mr .\dams had never been an 
acl]vc p^rthzan. In h]^ career i.'f ^cnalor. bolh in M ass achusci ts and jn Wishiri^lon, 
dunng Mr. Jeffcison's admjnistrBtion he had "ill i^if le tori I y demon'flratcd his ability Id 
ri^e ibo^e pady considcration^i, ]n Ihe discharge of grcBt ind impodant duties. 
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And hU long absence fiom ThrcoLiritry h^d kc[>[ h]m frrc from pcntonBF^ pBrt> and 
!icc[]unal bii.'f^ End pcruLjariy Filtcd him to lakr ittr Hr^l stitEon in the cabinet uf a 
President BLTn]n^ to unite h is 4. ounl ry m^ n in Fralcmil bondh oF [loliticai amity 

Rcfcmrig to Itit'f jppojntincnt^ Mr Monroe wrote Gen. Jackson a^ fDllows, under 
dfllc of Mirch I, ]Si7:-"[ ^iJibII tike a person for the Department of State from the 
eastward; and Mr Adflms. by long service m oijrdipiomat]c contemn ippcanng to be 
entitled to Ihr preference^ supported by hi^ acknowledged abilities End mlegFfcty^ hv'i 
nominal ion will go lo the SenBle." Gen. JBckson. En h]s repk>, remBrk^ — "[ hive no 
KesjtBtion in saying >oiJ KBve mBde Ihe best "iclectton 1o ftll the Depirlmenl of Stale iKat 
cuLikJ be made Mr .Adim.'f^ ]n iKe hoLirord]ffLCLill> will be in BbLe KeLpmate. and I am 
convinced hi'f ippojntment will ifFord ^nerBl "filisraction." This pred]clion was well 
Founded The consummHe Bbilil> e\biLb]tcd by Mr .Adims jn rore]gn negoUition.'f hBd 
elevated Kim 1o a hjgh pus]tJon in 1he eMimition ot his4.ounlrymen His^elecl]un for iKe 
Slate Deparlment w*.^ rcce]ved wilK very general ^at]sfaclion iKrougKout iKe Union 

On receiving not]ce of hi'i ippojntment lo this respon.'f i b le office^ Mr. .Adims^ with 
h]s ram]l> embarked for the United Slates, on boaid ihe pickel-ship Washington^ and 
landed in New York on the bthof Augkbt, 1SI7. 
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A rcwdi>'f Bftcr Kis amval a public d] nntr wa!^ gE^ c ri Mr. .Ad^nu:^ ]n Tamnian> 

Hall, New York The room v^b"^ cLc^anfly dccoralcd In iKc (.cnlrc was a hBnd'iomc c]rclc 
ot oak Leaver, nK»«>, *nd Hags— the v^holc rc p rcstnl i ng, wnK much cffcrt, our KBf>[>y 
Unton—and firtin the c^ nl re of w titc K. as Tirtm her nalive woocfc. appeared our eagle, 
bearing in her beat 1his impressive sc njll _— 

"ColLimbii, gre^t RepubL]c, Ihuu an bLe*^!, 

Wbte Bmpi res druop, ind Munanzbis sia\L lo rest." 

Gov_ De Wilt Clinton, the Ma>orDf New York, and about Iwo hundred cittzeitsof 

lhc li]gKest respcctib]tity, si1 dov^n to iKe I able Among other spccche-^ made on 1hc 
oeL4sion, wa^ the Follow hng From an Engli'fh gentleman, a Mr Fearon, of Ljjndun:-- 

■ As several genUcmen have vofunteered so ngs . [ would beg le*^e to offer a 
'ienUment, which [ am sure wjLI meet 1he heBrt> concurrence of bII presenl But, pre^'ioiE 
tu wh]ch, ] desire 1a expre^'f I he high 'laU'iracTbon which Ehjs day^entedainmenl has 
afTurded me Though b naUve of Great Brita]n, and bu1 a tew dBy^i in iKe Urn ted Slales. [ 
am for the fir^l t]me ]n my life in i free country, "funoundcd b> free men, and when I 
IcH^k a1 the inscription which dec orBtcf youreagte. i rrjobce ihBt I hBve bcendcsCined lo 
see this day 
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A gmC number of the enlightened portion of my eo Lintrymen ad^'ocjte yourcjuse— 
admire your prineipies And thuu^bi \^'c tia>e. Linfortun b te] y ^ been engaged in b wbt^ T 
truht I he re'iuH bias I aught wisd;>ni to bo1h padie'f. In >oijrpolLlicBl in^lilutLoiis you hive 
Ket * noble ct ample, which, if followed throughout 1he world, will rci»cuc mankind from 
the dominion ot those lyranC^ who jeer it the destruction which Chcy produce— 

'Like the mixint>eBm>i on the bluilcd heath. 
Mocking ils desolalion.' 

"Genllemen, i n conci ii5]o n. i beg toexpre^i'f ihedclighl which E feel and [>ropose lo 
yon Bs a Iobs1— M4> the UnUcd ^[Btes be an ci^ampie lo the worid. ind may civil ^nd 
rehgious hibert> cover 4 Ke earth, Bh the wa4en>do Ihe channels ot Ihe deep." 

A public dinner was ilso given Mr Adams on his Brri^Bl jn BoMon Mr Gray 
presided, Bnd Me^-^rs Oti^, Blake, and MB^on acled is Vice Presidents. H]s Father, ihe 
venerible ct- President John AdBnis wb"^ present as a gne-^l .\ mo ng other toi'il'^ ^iven 
on the DcciiiiDn. were ihe following — 

"The United Sla1es— May our puhLjL off]cePi, abroad inti al home, continue lo be 
d]sttngni!ihed For inlegrtty. tBlen1», and palriDl]sm " 

"The Comm]S'i]oneis *t GhenI —The negoli al]ons for pcice hBve bee n decl ared . tn 
tb»e Entish HoLte of LoKti, 1o wear! he ^tBmp of .American "fupenority " 

"AmcnLinMinufacliires— A sure and necessary objec! for lhesecurH> of American 
independence." 
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TKis occasion ^}^2Rl Ka^'t been one of great cntcrt^l [o the patriarch John Adams. Chen 
more I Kan four-score yean; of age Nearly forl> years before, he had said ot his*iori— "He 
behave'f like a mjn^" Thai ^on in iKe prime of his days, had recenlly been called from 

ForeigTi "service. ^^'Kcre he hadoblatned ace timul a ted Konopf, to ftll the highcsl st^Uon in 
the gjft ot the Eiictulive of hisrounlry The people of twoconlinenis ^ould now unite 
WLlh the venerable sige, in repeiting the declar*1ton— "He behaves like a manV The 
patnairh "ilood upori the ^ e rge of the gr^ve But as the 'funorh]seTh'flence wi.'f genlly 
and calmly '^]nking beriealK the horL/jnri. lo^ iK beams were reflected in the]r pri'ftjne 
brightness by ariotbterorb, born from ]ts bosom, u'bch wasslcaddy aseeiid]ng to the 
zenith of earthly fame! 

John Quincy .^^ins took up his residence it Washington and entered upon his 
duttes as Secrelary of State, m Seplember. LSL7 

During 1he eighl yeais of President Monroe's administritton Mr. Adam.'f discharged 
tbve duller of 1bte ^tate depadmenl with i fidelny andstEces'f which received no1 only the 
unqnaliFied approbation of I Ke President, bul of the whi^Le counlry To him thit office 
wa*^ niY sin6^n*6' tii\ labors v^ere inccziant. He spared no piinh toquihf^ himself to 
djscuhs with coii'iumm ate skill, v^hatoer topjcs LegilimHely claimed hi^i Utentiori The 
President the cabiriel, the people, imposed implicU tmst in ht\ ability lo promote the 
interests of iKe nalion in all m4lter\ of diplomacy, and confided unreservedly in his pure 
American feelings jnd love oF country. 
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Fcrfcclly fjm]f]ar j^i he wbs wclK chc polctEcaf condclion of the world Mr Monroe 
cntni'ftcd biLin wittK^ut hc^]tBtion with iKc inina^eincrit of the foreign pohty ot 1he 

Government during his BdminiMralion- 

[r the autunm of LSL7. the SemtTiole End a portion of the Creek ] nd] ans coin menced 
de f>red*1 toiw on the fiDntiers of Georgia Bnti Alabima Troops were sent 1o reduce ibicm^ 
under Gen Gaines H]s Furce being tuo v^eak lo bring 1hem 1a subjection Gen Jackson 
wa'f onlered lo tike the field wilh a monz numen^u^ irmy_ w]th which he overran I he 
[rKl]an country Believing it rweessiiy to enlerFLonda, lhen 4 Spanish territory, for the 
more effecluaL subjugation of the [ndun.'f, he did nol hesilate to pup^ue tbtem thuher. The 
Spanish authorities prutc^led igBinst 1he j riv as ion of 1 heir do luain'f , and offered some 
oppo'fitton. Gen. JBcksori peisislcd. and ]ri the resull. look po'aessionof St. \1arks and 
Pen'ficoli andsfnl the Spanish aulhontjes and truops to Havana 

AEnong I he prisoners 1aken in lbs exped][ion. v^ere 4 Scotchman and iriEnghsKman, 
named ArbulhrnH ind Ambnstcr Thc> were BrUish subjects, bul wcrechBr^ed wttK 
supply] n^ Ihe [ndiBns wt1h aTm.'f Brid munilionsof war, slirririg them up agijcbt iKe 
whiles, *nd Bcling i.'f spies. On iKesechBrges thc> were tned by b coud madul, of which 
Gen. GBincf wa.'f Preiiident— found gui 1 1> --(condemned ho dealh, and excculcdon iKc 27 Ih 
of April, ISI8. 
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TKc^c IraiKactcon'f ofGcn. Jjckyon caused grcal cxc][rmcn[ thirtughauC the United 
Slater and ^ u bj cc ted hm lo no []tlle blame The sijbj«.l exritcd miKh dcbalc in 
Con^rc^^- A rcvol utio n (.eiL^uri rig Kim tor h is *i u riimar> proceed] nf> v^b"^ ]ntrodiJccd, bu! 
voted down by a large majonly En Mr M o nroe's c ab i ne1 _ Ebere was a strong feeling 
afain^l Gen Jackson The Pre^]denl. and all the membcni^ ^i1h 4 !iirigle CTceptEon^ ^ere 
dj*iposcd to hold Kim respoiL-iible for having tran^endcd hi» ordeis Hon Wm_ H_ 
Crawfon], who was in Mr_ Monioe^ cabinet Bt 1bial ttmc, in a letler lo Mr Forsyth, says:- 
-"Mr Calhoun's f>rofK>*i lUon in the cabinet was, Ihal Gcn_ JBckson should be pijn]shed in 
iiomc form, or reprimanded in some torm " 

fAi Adams ilone >]ndbcated Gen Jaekiion. He ]nsisled thit inasiuiKh b*^ the 
Government hBd ordered him 1o pursue iKe enemy tn1o Florida, if neecssiry. they were 
rcspon-^ible tor the bcI"^ of tbw: Amencin general, in the e Teir]sc of I Ke di^iere tio nar^ 
power wUh wKjch he had beeneJothed Sever*] CBbine! meetings were held on the 
subject, in July, ISIS, ]ri wh]ch tKe whole malter W4s ihoroughly djsci£>sed Mr. .\diniE 
^ucecedcd at lenglh in bnriging I he Preside m irHo I he adoplionorh]^ views. wh]ch Mr 
Monrof "lUbst^ritiBLJy embcdied in his nexl annual me'&age toCongrc^ 

The intelligence of the eieeuUon ot Arbuthnot Bnd Ambrj*i1er eTC]ted the h]^hesl 
]ndtgn4tion jn BnglBnd The people viewed it is a viol alio n of the nghls ofBntish 
subjccis, and an jnsult 1o their nilion, and were rrady to rush lo wir. 
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Lo rd C aft[lcrr agK dcrl an:d to Mr Rtch. Che AmcncBn M]nisCcr_ cliBt hflcl thr Engfish 
cabinet bul ttrld up a t]ngcr 'A'ar'A'aLiLJ hBvc btc ri dcr] ared li^ain'^l the United ^iBte*^. 
But M) able J rid conviTicing were the aigumerit^ v^hjch Mr Ad ams diret. led Mr RiCih to 
lay before iKe Bnlish Mimstepi, ]n defence of Ihe p roc eedi ngs of Gen Jackson, 1tia1 they 
became con>] need there wbs no jusC cause of war beCween the 1wo (.ountrjes, ind eierted 
their LiifJuem.c ag4]ns1 4ii> inovemenl in thai direction 

On iKe 22nd of Fcbru ar> _ ISI9, « treal> wa^ concluded at Washinglon belween Che 
UnHed ^CBtcf Bnd SpBin, b> ^hich Ei.'fl and WeM FloridB. with the adjicenl islBnds were 
ceded to iKe Un]un The negi^U ations v^hj4.h rc^uJted in I Ke eon.'f umm b tio n of the treaty, 
were conducted by Mr_ .Adims and LiJ]s de Oni"^ 1he Spjn]!ih AmbBhSidor. Thi^ treaty 
WA.'f ^er>' advantageous lo the Untted ^tatcf. ]1 brought 1o a close b conlroveisy with 
Spijn, of mBny yeiPi' Mandmg which had defied bCI the exerl tons of forme r 
admLn]'^1ralions to Bdjust, Bnd pLicedourreljUon'f wilh thai 4.ounlry on the most 
amicable footing [neftccUng thj*^ retonciEjalion, Mr Ad ams de^erv ed and rece]ved a 
Kjgh share of credit 

The recogniUon of the independence of ihe SpBnish South American Piovincei>, by the 
Government ot the United ^ I ales, took place during Mf Adams'^ 4dmin]stralionof Ihe 
Slate Department- 



oo 
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The honor of f] F?it proposing iKis rccogm[]ori. eh Tht Congn:'^ of I Kc Lrii][cd Stal«^. and 

of advocittng it wi1h uohiirpas'^cd ^loqucocr and /ca[ bctong'f lo the patnotic Hcof^ 
Clay_ Mainly by hi"^ ]ofliJcrKt. the Houhcof RcprcjiCotBtivcs, tn LS20. pasicd the 
FolEowinS resolutions:— 



"c 



'Resolved, ThBt 1hc House *>f Rcprcsentalivc^ pBrticipBtc wi1h ihe pciipicof ibic 
Unklcd SCitfs, in the deep iriteresl v^hj4.h I Key feel TonbH^ "iLEeess oJ tbu: Spanish 
Piovirices of South Amenci, which are stniggt]ng lo establish [heirhberty ind 
independence 

"Resolved, ThBt I his Housf weII g]ve itsconstituE]arial suppod to lKe Presidciit of I Kc 
Untied SCBte'f, wbHMiever he may deem it expedient lo reeDgii]ze the iioverekgnty and 
independence of anyor'fi]d Provinces.^ 

Mr Adams al TepeI hesilBEcd on this "^ubjecl. Nol thit he wa'f opposed lo the d]rriE^iDn 

ot the b le^isi ngs of frecJijm lo the oppressed No man \^'bs a more anJen! lo^ e r of 1 1 berty , 
or WA.'f more anxiou*^ 1hal il*^ ] nh1 l1 utLoii'f should be estibh'ihed Ihrou^houE 1he earth al 
tbte eariie^l practicable momenl But he had mBny and "^noLCi di^ubts ^^'hether the people 
of the SoulK American Pnnvinces werecBpabLe of original ing Bnti niainti]nLn5 Bn 
cnl]gKtened scEt-go^ernnienl There was a lack ot geoerBl intclL]^enLe among the 
people— a want of an enlaiged andenlighlened undepf I andiTig of the pnnciple^ of rational 
freedom— which Led htm \a> apprehend Ihat thejr altempts al seLf-go>ernmenl would for i 
long season, 41 Least, result in Lhe reign of tBcUon and anarchy, rBther than Irue 
reput>Licaji principles- The subsequent history of I Kesccounlnes— the divisions and 
conte ntEoiiii, iKe re^olution*^ Bnd counler-roolutions which hi^e renl Ehem a'lUnder, and 
deluged them En blocKl— c learl y show Ihal Mr_ Adam.^ bul exercised a fir-seeing 
intelligence in entertaining these doubts. 



LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 123 

Nc^crEhcIc^^ ^R They h^d ^iuccccckd in [hrDwingafTlhc Spanc'^h yoke and h^d in fjcC 
achieved 1hcir iTidcpcndence^ Mr Adanvi ^ouJd nut throw any impediment in iKeir^jy 
Tripling 1hal his fen ra as to iKetr abilHy forsett-go>crnmenl mighl be gioundEcs'f ^ he 
gave his ]nfLiJcrKe to Ihc recogii]ziiig of thc]r independence by Ihc LrTi]tcd Slates. 

[r I S2I the Greek resolution bi~okeoul. The people of thiTclassjc land^ After 
enduriTig ages oflhe mo^t brutal and humi I i b t] ng op p ress]un fiom 1he Turk*^^ nobly 
resolved to breflk the t:ha]n.'i ot the OHonun power or perish ]n Che al tempi The v^bt wb"^ 
long^ And "f ATigu] nary^ bul rtTiBll> resulted tn 1he emanc][>al]on of Greece^ ind the 
cs^tablishmenl of l1^ i ndepe nulc nc e as a iiBtion 

The inhBbilanfi oflhe Uniled Stales could not wilTies^ such a "flruggle wtiK 
indifterence A spin I of ^>jnpa[hy ran tike eler1rLcil> throughout 1he land Pubkc 
meetings v^cre held in nearly ocry populous town in 1he Unkon^ ]n which reso]uC]ons. 
encour4g]ng the Greeks tn 1heirs1ru^Le. v^ere pissed^ Bnd conlrit>ut]ons taken up to Bid 
them. Mone> clolhiTig^ provisions^ ^uw^ ^ ere collected in ]mmenM: cjuanUtjes jnd 
shipped to Greece, [n churches, cutlege'f^ Bcademie'f Bnd schools— al the theBtre^^ 
museums andolKer places of amusement ind public re'^d—aid wis freely and 
gc neiuusi y gi ven tn bcbiahf of the slruggling patriots 
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ManyciC]zcns of the Umlcd States, when Ehr fiisC blasC of the trumpet of h E>tr1y rang 
aLung iKc loniBn^ca'f^ jrid through iKc Pclo po riric^ u*^ , ^pcd acro^is the uccbci^ ind 
throw] ng IhcrruicLvc"^ ]nto 1hc m]ch1 of lKcGrcc]an hosts, co ntcndcLl heroic atly for I heir 
cmaTicipiUon. Among ibicsc vol luitec rs , wi.'f Col J P M]llcr of Vermont, who nol only 
gahlantly fought ]ri Ihc baEt^c^ of Greece bul w as grcati y se rv ice b b I c ]ncoii^c}'biig 
Eupphcs fiom the Umlcd Slalc^ to lKat slrugglirig people 

The deep sympalh> which pre>Bilcd in ever> section of ihe Lrn]ori_ was soon felt tn 
Congress. Man> publtc men were *nx]OLri thit iKeGovemmerit shoufd tike some 
imporlant Bnd d«.]S]ve "ftep.everi to hostilittes m behBlf ot Greece. Eloquenl speeches 
were delivenzd in 1he Hou-^e of Representatives on 1he eiicLUng lopie. Mr_ Clay 
etectrjfied the country wilh hisstirrmg jppeal'f ]ri behilfoflhe land in whteh wi.'f 
established I he firM republic on eadh Mr. Webster "fubmi tied the foHowing resolul]an lo 
the Hoube of RepresenUth^eh — 

■Resol^'ed, That pK)>]sionoughl to be made by liw, for de frayi rig the expense 
inc]denl to I he *ppojntmcrit of Bn Agent, or Co mm iss lorwr to Greece, whenever the 
President ^hBll deL^n il exped]enl to mBkesuch Bppoinlment." 

] n support ofl his resolution, Mr Web'^ler mide a most eloquent speech, ot which ihc 
Johowing js the conclusion — 

■Mr Chj]nnjn— Thert are 'iome Eh]ngs which, lo be ^i-ell done, mt&t be promptly 
done Jf we even dcLei mine lo do the thing thai b now proposed, we may do ]l too hate. 



LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 125 

Sir_ I im not of Iho-^c v^ho bzc for wUhKoldcng bllI wbwMi Jt j*i rrujsl ijryL"JilL> JiccdL-Ll and 
when Ihc stress i*i pB*i1, ind 1b»c Bid no longer ncccssBr>'_avcrwb»clniin^ 1bh: ^uffL-rcrs \^'ith 
carcshfs I wtll iio1 stind b> and±i«c my fcl low- man diow m ng^ wilKoul strc tch i ng oul a 
KBncI to help him_ tjLl he his b> hi!i own efforts incl presence of mtnd, reached the Jihorc 
in safety^ ind then encumber Kim with aid SV Lth suffcri rig Greece . now ]^ the crt^iii of 
Ker fate— her greal . eI may be Ker I Bst struggle Siz^ while we s]l hcredclLberaling^ her 
de!itLn> may be decided The Greeki>_ conlending wi1h nilhle^ t>f>f>res!iO n . turn Iheireyc^ 
to lEi. and invoke tb. by the]r ^nce^tois^ by Ihe i r "^ I aughtered wjves ind children^ b> their 
own blood poured out like water, by the hec atomb^ of de ad Ihey have heaped up. as it 
were. Id heaven, I hey invoke, ihey implore from itKome cheering Kound some look of 
■^ympBthy, "^ime totcn of compi.^fi>tonBte reganil. They look to u^ i.'f the great Republic of 
tbH^ ear1h~and Ihey ask l£i. by our common faiths whelher we cin Forfel thj1 they are 
Mrug^hng as we once si niggled for whit we rmw so hBppily enjo>'^ [ CBnntJt say, air, 
tbiey will stKceed; thi1 re^C^ wilh heaven Eut, for myself, sir if] should to-monow heir 
thai the> have fBiled—thBt I heir la'ft phBLin^ had sunk beneath I he Turkish cimelar, ihal 
tbve tJame'f of 1 heir li.'fl chly had sunk in its ashes, ind lhal nought remained bul the wide, 
met Bnc holy waste w he re G reece or»ce wbs— [ should stilt reffecl. w]th the mo-it head Felt 
sitL'f fiction, thu I hive a'fked >oiJ, ]n the name of seven m] ll ions of free men, 1hal you 
would g]ve I hem, at least, the cheenngoforK fnerully voice " 
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TKccommiltcc having inchflrgc I he rj]!i]ngaf j fund for chc asMst incc of the 
Grcck^i in New York atkJre'acd 4 (.irtuLBr to 1hc >cncribJt c it- Prc^jdcnl John Adam^, lo 
wbiLch they received the folLowiny reply:— 

''Qiii*iC}\ Dec. 2?, ] S23- 

"GEWTLEMEN —I hflvc recc]\'cd yourcinrularof the 12th inst , jncl [ think you for 
tht honor > on hav^ done mc ]ri uldre'&Lng ]t 1o me. Be i.'&Lircd ni> hcarl t>d1^ in nn]»Dn 
^Llh yuuF^. and wilK those of >onrconML4ucnt'^^ 4 rid [ presuEnc wUh all iKc refllly 
ch^ilizcd pi rt of m B nk I nd^ ]risympath> wUh the Greeks, bnffcnng, as the> arc^ in Ihc 
Eljcal cju-^c of hbcrly and huminit>. The gentlemen of Boslon have taken mci'iure'^ to 
pn^eurc i gcnrrBl subse npl ion in thejr fi^or through the Slalc^ ind ] "^hflll LontrjhLite my 
mile w][h grcal pleasure In 1he mean!] me ] wish >on, and ilL o1 her gentlemen engaged in 
the >jrtiHYiis v^ork all Ehe success you or Ihey cin wt^h; for I believe no effort in favor of 
v]rtne will be uLUmitely lost. 

"1 have the honor to be, Gcnttcmen, >Dur veiy humble Servint, 

"JOHN ADAMS." 

The "fympHhie'^ of JoKnQn]ncy Adams were aidcntl> enlisted in behalf of I Ke Greek 

Revolul]on Bui with i prudence and wisd;>m which ehaneCenzed all hi^ acis Ke iKrew 
h]s inflLicnce again'fl any dtretl interference on tbte pert of the GoveTnmcnt oJ the United 
Slate*^ [t would hi^e been a departure ri~om IhBt neutral policy^ in reginH to European 
confljcis on which iKe connlry had Bcted from 1 he eo mmence men1 ofournittonBl 
ejiislence, ahke injunouii ind dangeioib 
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He knew ]f wcoiicc tnlcrnH ]n[o tb«»e war^^on Bny prtlcTC whatever, a door would be 

opened forforcL^Ti entanglements and e rid I e'^ confl lc ts. wKjch woukJ resull in "ft b riding 
armies iininense naUonal dcbfi^ End the long Irail of evilsof wh]ch I hey ire the p roll Fir 

EDUICe. 

When an B[>[>hcaTEon was mide Id Mr_ Adam'^^ b^ Secretary of Slate, ihnnugh Mr- 
Rush^ ourMmisler Bt London, by an Agen[ of Greece, for 4]d from 1b»e Unilcd Stiles, he 
^a'f eompeLled, on pnnciple'f Bbovestited, to wiChhold [he required i.'&Lst b ric e. The 
corres|)ond^ncc which grew oui of thi^i applicalion i'i "lUrficLcritL^ intc resting to f] rid a 
place in Ibtcse pages — 

"AnJr^i^j LanoiTfJr Eiivoy ofihe Frf?vfiAt?iiat G<yv£ttti/9\€??I of Ct^tsce^ io fhe Ht^ii John 
Qui f icy Ada mi r Secr^oryofSiaT^ \f? ihe UnAlL'd Slaixrs f?f Afsr^trica. 

SIR:— [ feel nosfigKt emotion, while, in behalf of Greece, my counEr> 'i! ruggl i rig fo r 
independeRce and L]ber1y. I iddre^i'f m>'felf lo the United SCate'f ot America 

"The i ridepende rice for which \^'e combat you have ach]eved_ The ltbert> to which 
we look, with anxious so I icHuile, >ou hBveoblBined, and co nsol id^ted ]n |)eice and in 
glory 

"Yel Greece, ofd Greece, theseit of earfy CEvilizalion and freedom 'itrelche^oul Ker 

KBnd:£ imploringL>. to 4 land whtcK sprung ]nto being, mi^ n were, age^ liter her own 
lic>tre had been e i^ ti ngujsKed ' ind ventures to hope thit iKe younge'fl and mo'fl vigoious 
Rons of 1 1 berty , will regard. wjEh no common sympalhy. the efforts ot the dc*icendinl!i of 
tbte heir Bnd the elder bom, who^e precepU Bnd whivte ei^ample hi^e ^er^'ed~1 hough 
iniiutfic]enl_ hilherto. for our complete regeneralion— to regeneraCe Katt a world 

"I know. Sir. thil the ^>mpath]esof Ihe gencn^u'f people of the United StBte'f h^^e 
been e i^ ten'^iv e I y di reded 1ow4k1s u'f; and hi nee [ hive reached iKiscounlry. an ]nterview 
WLlh their Minisler, Mr Rush, has served tocon>]ncc me more htiTtngL> Kow great their 
cLBim j^ on our^rantnde and our iffcclLon. 
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Ma> ] hope iKal Htmc mcBnn may be found Id communicalc tKcsf our feci i ngs^ of w htc K 
[ am ^io piTtud lo be ihc organ? Wc ^'\l\ sl]ll venture to rely on 1b»cir fncritliihip SVt 
^'ouLd look to iKcir indk^idua[ ]f not to IhcirnBtionaL^ co-opcralion E^cry. the slighlc^K 
aisi'ilancc under prcKcrU c] re um'f t aricc'f ^ will 4 id Ihc progress of Ehc grei1 work of hbcn> 
and it Manding as v^c have ^lood. alone ^nd u n.'f uppodcd^ wilh cvcr> tKi ng opposed lo 
u}^^ End nothing ti^ crKouragc le but pilrioU'im^ crithusLism andsomt1iinc» even despair 
if Ihii'f we have gone torward kbcra^ngour piovinccs^ one Bftcr anolhcr^ ^nd "lUbdujng 
every force which has been directed a^ain.^t lti. whBt mBy v^c not do with ihe i^isi^tBRCc 
for which we vcnlure lo appcBl 1o the gerwn^us ind tb»c free? 

"Prrc I pi tated by e i reum^l anc es ]nEo lKat 'itruggle for indcpc ndencc , which. evers]ncc 
The doni]nalion of our cruel and recklcis t>rBnts^ hid never ceased to be tKeobjecl of our 

^ows and prByers. we have, by the blessing ot God, treed b considerabte part ofGreece 
from the ruthles*^ jnvadcpi. The Pelopo nriesus ElolLB_Carmjm*_ Altica, PlH>c]da, Eoetia, 
and Ehe [slandsoflhe Archtpeligo BndCandia, Bre ncarl> free. The irmicf and the fleets 
whtch have been ^ent against us, hi^e been subdued by Ehc valor of our troops ind our 
marine Meanwhile we have org*n]zed agiivernmeni founded upon popular ^uffrBgcs 
and you wi\i probably have "^een how ckosely our organic law ass] mil alcs> to thai 
consltlutioR Linder which >ournBtiori'^o hBppily and so securely hves 

"] have beenseni hi Ihe r by Ihe fioveniine rit of G reece, toobtBin i.'&L'fEBrKe in our 
detcrriuncd enlerpriie, on whtch we. like you, hi^e staked our hves.our fort Lines, and 
our SBC red honor ^nd [ belioe my journey has nol been whoMy w]thoul succc^ I 
"should have been wantjn^ to my duty hid [ not Bdd rested you.supphcalin^ Ihe earliest 
d]spli> of your amiable purposes, entreating thai dLplomat]c relitton.'f may be established 
between us communicating Ehe most earncfl desire of my go^ernmenl that we may be 
BEIowed tocBiL you aLlicf i*^ well i.'f fneiHfc. inul slatjng thu we shall rejoice m enter 
upon discussjons wh]ch may [ead lo tmmedcBte and id^ b nt BgeoLE> treaties, and to recek^e 
djplomBtic agents w]thout delay Both at Madrid and it L]sbon E have been rccc]ved 
WLlh^re*t kindness by 1he Amencin Represenlat]ve, and am pIcBscd to rccoml the 
e T pression of my gral]tudc. 
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"TKougK- fortun Etc I y , >ou Brt ^io fjr removed- and rBcstd ^hj much above thr narnjw 
poltlic^ of Europe as to be htllc ]nfluciiccJ by IhcLr^Jci-^Lludcs- [ vtnlurc lo bcticvt 1hal 
Mr Rush ^]EI explain 1a yuu [he chingc^ ^hich have tikcri ptic:^^ End arc MlJL in airtion 
around ici^ tn our Favor And [ conclude^ rc-^D]ciiig in iKc ho[>e 1hal Nod h America and 
Greece may be u ruled m 1hc bond^ of lang-tnduri rig_ and unbnnlzc n conco rd ind have 
the honor to be, wither cry scntimcnl of r«>|)cct^ >our obedient humble scrvanl 

"AND LUR[OTT[S. 



^fR ADAMS TO MR. RUSH 

"SIR:— I have the honor of ] nclos] rig. herewith, *ri answer to iKe letler from Mr 

LiirEolti'f, the AgenI of Ihe Greeks addre'fsed to me, and « copy of which W4i± IransmHted 
WLlh your dispatch No 2?5_ 

"]t upon the nzce]pt of lhis letter. Mr Lurtotti'i ^houfd ^lill be ]ri Lonch^n l1 v^]II be 
de^]F4bJe Ihat you ^honJd deliver it to him m person accompanied \^'ith such remarks BnLl 
cxpUnBtiomi bs may salisfy htm and iKo'iC whom he repre^ie rit^ . ihat, ]ndeclEn]ng Ihe 
propo'fjl of giving ictive 4]d lo the cause of Grecian em^nci pulton, 1he EaccuIivc 
Government of 1he Untied Stitcf hi.'f been governed not by ]ts incLinatjan*i or a 
sentime n t of J nd I ffe rencc to Ihe cjL£±e, but by itsconstituE]orial dLiUc^, clear ind 
unequivocal. 

"The United Stales could give as^i^itance !o the Greeks, only by the application of 

!»me portion oF their pubhc torccsorof iKetr publtc revenue in 1 heir favor, which wouFd 
con^Ulute them in 4 Male of war wilh the Otioman Porte, and perhaps with ill the 
EBrbary powers To mBlze I his disfK>sal ctlKerof forceor of trcBKure. you are aware ]r, by 
our(.OFtitituE]on. no! wtlhin Ihecompetency of the ExecuE]ve. 11 could be de term] rwd 
only by in acl of Congress. wh]ch would a^isuredly not be adopted . sKo uld it even be 
recommended b> the Erecutivc 

"The pnljcy of 1he Untied Stiles, wilh reference to fomgn nations, hi.'f ilwBys been 
founded upon the moral principle of natural tiw~^^'f7r^' wclh all mBnkind 

6* 
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From whatever caust war bcCwccn other naC]on'i whdhcrforcc^n orclomesC]c, has 
arE^^n the iJii^4ry]ng Ebw of the United States hBS been y^^d^^ ^ l1 h both belligerents 
From 1he f]F^t war of the French Rcvolu^on^ lo the recent invB^]on of Spain, there has 
been 4 succe'^ionof wars^ nittoTiBl ^nd cl^]^ ]n ilmwit e^ e ryone of whbc K o ne ofl he 
pBFt]e^ ^B*^ LanEend]ng for liberty or independence In the f]n>t French revoLulionjr> war, 
a strong i mp ulse of teeh ng urged the people oflhe Uniled Stales to take side wilK the 
part> ^hich^ it itsconiTnencenienl. wb^ contending^ apparently, al leasts for bo1h Had 
the polic> of the United States not been e^enlially pictf]c^ a ^1 Fonger c ase Ir^ cLBim 1heir 
interference co u Id sc* rcely have been presented. The> neverlheless dec I Bred Ib^cm-^lves 
neutr^L injil tbu: pnnciple^ then dekberaleLy "^ttled^ h^i^ been tnv^nably adhered to ever 
since. 

"W]th regaid lo the recogn]tion of sovereign Stales, and I he c^tBhl]shmen! with lhem 
ot adipJomalic intercourse^ iKe experience of I Ke iBst lhjrt> >cars has served bIso to 
ascedam 1he ltm]ts proper for the Bpplicalionofpnnckples fcn whtcK every nation mtbt 
eTeici-^e some lBt]tude of discretion. Precluded by the]r ncnlral pos]t]on Trom ]nterFering 
in Ihe question of righl the CJnitcd SlBtc-^ hBve rcco^ni/cd thc/mV of foreign sovereignt> 
only when U v^bs undisputed or disputed without any rilionil piospecl of success, [n 
thi'f mBnner I Ke stEces^ive ch b nges of goveTnment ]n m4n> of Ehe European s1 ales, and 
the revohntkonj ry governments of South AmencB. ha^e been acknowledged The 
cond 1 1 ion of I he G reeks is not ^el sncbi as v^jL] adm]t of their recogn]t]on, upon these 
pnncipl«> 

"Yel^ ^n we cherish the most fnendl> feelings low ant Ehem^ ^nd Bre sincerely 
d]sposed to render iKcm 4n> "service v^hich mjy becompBtible wilhour ncnlral ily il will 
gjve us pleasure lo IcBrn. from lime to lime the bcIubI "ft ate of the] r cause. polilicaL and 
mihtBry Sbiould Mr Luriotl]s be enabled and di'f posed lo furnish lh]s informal ton^ jl 
may ilwBy^ becommunicBtcd thn^ugh you, Bnd w]fcl be rece]ved wtthsatJsFaclion here. 
The public Bccounis From IhBl quBrter have been of I ale veiy ^scanty, BndweshaLJ begJad 
to obi am Bny aulhentjc pBrticuLBrs wh]ch may come to > our knowledge from this, or 
through 4n> o1 her channel 

"] am wilh ^re*t respect. Sir, your very humble and obedient ^wrvBnt, 

JOHN QLTENCY ADAMS." 
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MR- ADAMS TO MR LURIOTTIS. 

"Sir A copy of iKc IcCtcr which you did mc Che honor of addrc^^ing to mc.on ihc 
20th of FcbFU4r> last, has been 1ransmi1tcd to inc by the Minister of the United SEatcf at 
Loridori. and hBS received the dcLibcralc CDn&idcralionoflhe President of I he Urn led 

Slates 

'The sen! I ments w]th whtch he his wtlncssed the struggles of your countrymen for 
their nalionil em b nc ip b tio ri and independence^ had been mode manifesl lo the worid in b 
public message 1o the Congres'i of tb»c UnUed Stite^i They are cordially felt by ihe 
pcaplL" of thjs Union, w ho _ sy mp alh] /j ng v^Jth 1he c au^e of treeniom and independence 
wherever its standard is unfurLed. behold with peculiar in1ere^1 the disptay of Grecian 
eneigy in defence of Grec] an liberttes and the associiUon of heroic eTerlions- 11 the 
present Ume. with 1he proude^l glories oF former a^es. in 1he ] and of E p am] nonda^i ind 
Philopoemon 

'Eul while cheering with their best wi'fhe'f ihecau-^e of I he Greeks, Ihe Un]ted Stale-^ 
are forb]dden, by Ihe duties of Ehe]rsiluatJon. from lakmg part ]n the war. to which their 
reLatton ]s thit of neutral] t>. At peace themselve'f with all the worid thejre'itabLjsbied 
policy, and the obligations of I he lawsof nition'f, p]~eLlude [hem from becoming 
voluntary auxiliaries to a cause which would invoUe Ihem tn wir. 

"]f in Ihe progre'&of events Ihe G]~eeks s ho uld be enabled to establish and OTganije 
themselves ^n in independent nation, the United States will be ami^ng ihe first to 
welcome them, en thai capictty. tnto Ihc general family, toe'slablish diplomatic ind 
commercial ]~cli1ions wj[h 1hem, "suited to the mutuil inlereM*^ ot the twacounlncs; and 
to recognise. wjthspec]al '^ati^fact]on. their con'^Utuledstite jn the chiracterof i "filler 
Republic 

"I have the honor 1o be, wtlhrii'^nngui'shed con^jdention, Sir. your ver> humble and 
obedient servint, 

"JOHNQUINCY ADAMS.' 
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The stnl I mc Fits, inrcgird to iKc fomgn polic> of our Govern men! _ ivh]ch Mr Adams 
cmbcHJic^ ]n lh]s corrcfipondcncc^ he had prcvioEC>ly c^prc^'^cd in b ri o ral lan dtl lvc red in 
tht CLiy of Washinglon, on the 4thor Jut>, ] S2] , of which Ihc futlowing ls an CAtract:-- 

"Amcnca^ in the JH>fTnbly uf n^ttons^ since her admi^'^iori among them, ha'f 
invariabt>, though oricri rruttlc'&t>^ held fonh to ihrm ibu: hind of Koriest fncndship^ of 
equal Frecdo m. af gcTic Fuuh rec] [>ruc ] by; sKc bia'f unitormL> "ipokcn aETH^ng iKem^ iKougK 
often 1o heedles*^ andoftcri to di'^d ai nful ean>^ iKe Language of equal liberty^ of equal 
jijhtLce^ Brid equal nghK; !ihe has. tn the I a[>se of ne b rLy hilf « cenlur>'. v^ithout b single 
except lon^ respc4.led iKc Lndependence of other riat]ons whtle B^'ierlLng and ma]rit4]nLng 
KerowR. she hB-^ at>slained frum interference in the concern.^ of o1hen>, even when ihc 
conflict hB"^ been for pn nc iplcs to which she cL]ngs b"^ to Ihe Lb-^I vHaL dn^p 1hal visHs the 
head She has seen lKal pnjbBbly torcenlnnes lo come bII the contesis of that .^ceJdima^ 
the Eurtjpean world will be contest; of ]nvelerate po^^-er and emergmg right Wherever 
the "flandard of freedom and independence ha^i been or shall be unfurled, there w][l her 
heart b»er benedictions, Bnd her prayers be. Eul "^he goes nt>t b broad in search of 
UKjnMeis to destroy She ]'^ the we] 1-^^' isbwr 1o the freedom and independence of aH— she 
IS Ihe champjon and > j ndic ator onl y of her own. 
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She wilF rctomTncnd Ehc gcncrflt caiis«^ b> tht couritcTiBnc^ of Kcr voicc^ End Ehc 
bcnigium sympalhy of btrr example — "^hc well knows that by once cnli^nng UEidtr other 
bflnncis IhBn her own, were thc> even the b anrieis of fore ign i ride pendc nee, ^hc would 
invaLvc herseLt beyond the power of e\tnci1 ion, ]n 4l[ 1he waisof tntere^l and inlriguc, 
ot indi>]dLjal av^nce^envy ^nd ambitton, which assume lKecolon>, and usurp the 
Elandand of freedom The fundamental m4X]msorher policy would in.'f e n'f i b I y e Kangc 
f ro m Jrftfi-F Jv Io/o^hlv. the Trontlel on herbiD^^' would no Longer heini w]th 1he ineffable 
splendor of freedom End independence, bul m ]ts steed would ^oon besuh^tHuted an 
impenal dudem, flasKm^ in Fake and tBrnished lifitre the murky ridjance of dominion 
and power She nu^hc become the dLctilre^a of Ihe world: "fhe would be no longer Ihc 
rdcrof her own ^pint." 

During Mf. Adam.'f \ occ upanc> of the ^laledepBrtment efTorls were midc by iKe 
AmencBn Government to ibolL'fh iKe Afnc Enslave trsde, ind pi~ocure ]t'f de nunc iai ion bs 
p]Facy. by the civitjzed worid. On the 231 K of Feb , IU23, the rollow]ng re^iolulton was 

adopted by the House of Re p resent b tivcs . al SVashinglon, by i vote of L3] to9:— 

"Resolved, ThBt the President of the Uniled States be requested to enter upon and to 
pro'fecute, from lime to lime, such negi^l] al ions w]th theseveraL marBtime poweT^of 
Europe ind AmencB. i.'f he ma> deem expedient for the efTec tuil abolilionof 1he African 
slave 1rade and i1s ullimilc denunciition as p]racy. under I Ke Law of nations, b> the 
consent of 1 he civiJi/ed world " 
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Iricomphancc \i'i[li Ihi'f nr^olutioTi Mr. Adams^ b^ S^crci^ry of SIbX^ is^iucd 
d] rcc tioTL'f 1o the ATncnran Mjni'itcr^ in Spain. Rcn'fia^ iKc NcthcrliTid'f^ Colombia and 
Eucnos Ayrc^, 1o cnlcr in1a ncgolnUon^ ^'\\h the Giivtmmc nts t>f I h«ic cou Ji1 tll-s on thi'f 
subjcci Mr. AdBFTLS aL'^Y iriBinlaLTicd an Bbic carrc^pondtTicc wilK the Hon. Siralford 
Carimng^ iKc BrUtsh M]nLstcr al SV asbii ngloTi in re I a1 ion lo ihc baMsan ^h]ch b trraly 
should be fonncd v^]th Greit Britain fur I Kc supp rc^t>i]o ri of the forcigri ^1 a^ c tndc 

Mi Rush, the Attic nc an Mini'ftcr at ihc Court of Si. JBm«>^ was directed Id enter 
upon negotiations in London, 1o Ihih end His in^l ructions were v^nCten by Mr .\daFns, 
wi1ti his u'iUjI so und j udgTne nt and enlarged view^ of national poltcy. and ihe claims of 
huTnanily The convenlion -wt^ in due lime completed, and "signed by iKe 
Plenipolentiariesof bolh natioTi'f, on the ] 3tK of March. ] S24, and v^as sent by \1r Rlc>K 
to Wi^hinglon for ratification. Mr. Monroe and Mr. .Ad*Tns were reid> to give it ihetr 
sanction but 1he Senate insisted on sinking oul a piovi^ion in Itie HtsI adicle The arliclc 
commenced as follows:-- 

■Tbie com mandcTTi and comTnissioned office n of eichof iKe two higKconCracling 
parliCA, dul> authorized, under the re^uL a tioTL'f ind i ns tnicl toTis of I Keir i~espec 1 1 ve 
Governments, lo cniise on the coa^t^ of Africa, of America, and of the West Indies, for 
the 'fuppre'&ion of 1he slave Irade shall be eTnpowei~cd. under the co ndi lions , limilation'^, 
and reslnclions hercinafler specified," Ac. 

The Sen*1e struck out 1 he words "ixf AiJ\^n<.a " Ttii^ iiiiendmenl the Bnlish 
GovemTncnt would tuI asseni to Thus iKe negoliition on 1he slave Irade, so near a 
cons UTnmal ion, fell to iKegn^und. 
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Mr. Monroe'^ BdmLii]!iTFaTion closed on iKc SrdofMaich, IS 25 El was i pcnod of 
uiuntcrruptcd prospcrjt> to I he country Our forc]gri commc re c . recovering Trom 1hc 
pBraly'^]^ cau'^d b> Ittr cmbargi^^ Ihr Jion-]ritcrcaLir^e ict^ Bml Ihc v^ Br. spread forth Lis 
wing^ and whitened every "^ea ind oceBRon Ihe globe. The dDmci>tic condition of ihe 
Unton wi^ lhrL>]ng beyond iKe precedent of many fonner yeiri. E mpraveme nts in 
agricullure were developed, domestic m anuf aclurcs received « fatr protection and 
cncourigemtm . jnternaL improvement, gBtning mure and more the altenlton and 
conffcdence ot Ihr people, had bten pruseculed Id tht evident benefil of all branches of 
businesis and enlerprize 

Anolher characlen'f |]c of the admLnistralionoFMr MonToe is worthy ofnolc So 
judtcioiisl> Bnd patnotically hid Keexerck'ied tht powers entri^led 1o biim thai bu: 
disarmed oppo'fition. Divisions, jealousies aruJ contenlions v^ere deslruyed, Bnd a 
thorough fibionof ill polilical pBrties took piBce. Al Kis re-election For the second term 
of the presidency, ihcre was rK) opposing c 4 nd]dale There was bul one parly. arHJ thai 
wa'f IhegrcBt pBrty of tht Amencjn peopLe H]s election was unanimous. 
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Tri all ihc?^ mca^Luc?^^ Mr. .\dini!i was I Kc co odj ulor and coiif]drnl i al adviser of Mr 
Monrut- ]1 t^ no lIc rog b tio n f rom the v^ c 1 1- mcriltLl rcputiUon of 1hc lal1tr1osay, I hat 
many oflKc most sinking and pr4]sc^ontiy ff Bturc'f orh]s admin is tm ion w^rc 
cnstainpcd ufxin l1 by the Lflbor and i rif I ucncc of 1 ht fonncr Missuccc^'f jr miluririg and 
carrying inio execution Kis must pi^pulBr mcBsurcs muhl be attribulcd^ in no small cxlcnt 
tu Ihc abilily and fBilKfLilFK^th of hi'i CTninrTil Sccrclary ofSlBtc And the hislorun may 
truL> r«.orLl 1bial to JohnQu]ncy Adams^ in an cmmcnt dtgrcc^ bclun^ a pod ion of the 
honor andcrcdil wh](:h hive bfcriso generally accorded Id the admin]stritiDn of Jam«> 
Monroe 



CHAPTER Vil- 



MR ADAMS" NOMINATION TO THE PRESIDENCY --SPIRITED PRESIDENTIAL 

CAMPAIGN-NO CHOECEEY THE PEOPLE-ELECT EON GOES TO THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES-MR- ADAMS ELECTED PRESEDENT-HES 
ENALFGURATEON-FORMS HESCAEENET. 



Jimcs MoniTtc wi.'f iKc last of 1 he i I lu'f I rioic> ti ric of Prfscdc rits whosf cl4]ms [o 1hal 
cmiTic n t St B tio ri d atcd back lu Ihc roolutioTi. A grateful people hid cunf erred the htghcEt 
Konopf in their gift upon iKe mosl con'^pjLiiOL£>of iho'^e palnots who hod ra]thrulL}' 
SLTvcd them lji 1hal perilaifi M ruffle and 4]ded i ri coni tnictbTig and c on'oiLjdal i ng I he 
Liiijanuf iKe^e States Thj^ debt puiic tuilt> and hariorabl> dibeharged. Ihey looked to 
another gencnthon, possessi ng cl ai ms of a different dcscri ption , forhen'anls toelevale Id 
the d]gml> of the pres]d[:nl]al cha]r 

En the mtnist of a large cLas'f of public men who had in Ehe me an time become 
consp]4. iHYi£> for laLems and services of v4nou> dcsc rhptions^ it i'i no niBtleror'iLiFprise 
thai the peopEe of the United S t a te'f should eritertairi adi^ersjl> of opintons in regaid to 

the ino'fl !iU]tBble indfcviduaL to filE a ^tHEon which had huhedo been occupied by men 
whoRe virtues irid ^hose pitriolfc'fm had ^hcd the biighlest lkc>tre on the American nami: 
and ch J racter thro ugKo lit I he world 
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Cflrididjtes for the prrE]dcnc> were nomcnBtcd in vjnotd 'icclioEK of chc Lrn]an The 
eastern States lurried Iheireycs ]nstkiic[ively towarnJs JOHN QCJINCY ADAMS, asane, 
among all the cin i ncnt compc thtois, Ihc most fltlcd. by character and !icrviccs for the 
office of P[ei>cdcnt of the Ij ruled Stit«> The members of Ihc Legislalure of Maine 
rei»olvciJ— 



'Thai the splendid talents and irKorrupn&Le Lnlegrity ot JOHN QUENCY ADAMS, 
Kjs repubt]cin Kabils End principles d isti ngiusKed pubhc service'f, and e^[ens]ve 
knowledge of, arml devoted atlarhment 1o_ the vilal interests of the countiy justly enMlle 
hjm Lo the fin^t hononi in the gift of ancnhghlcncd andgntefn] people." 

The republican me mt>en± of the M ass^achubel ts Legislature adopted the following 
resolutions:— 



'Rciolved, That the abtlily. experience, ]nCcgrHy and patriotfc'fm of JOHN QUINCY 
ADAMS; his manly efforts to defend I he principles of ihal governmen! under which, in 
God's piovEdcrKe, we hope lo d]e; his unshsken fodilnde and resolution in alE polilieal 
exigencies; his long, fauhful. End valuBblc service-^, under the paln^nBgeof bII ttw 
Prciidenff oflhe Uniled Slales. pre'f nt him to Ihe people of I his nalion, a.'f b man 
cmineritl> quBlified tosubsen'e the bcfl inleresff ofhis country, and as a "flBtcsniBn 
wi1ht>ijt reproach. 

'Rciolved, That a mBn who hB^i given "^ uc h conM nued Bnd indubitable pledges of h]s 

patnotism and capacity, may be safely placed al the head of this nation. Every ]mputse 
of hiA heart, and every d]clBte of hts mind, muit uuEte promptly la Ihe snppon of ihe 

]nteres1s the honor and Ihe hberl> ot hiscounlry 

■Resolved That JOHW QUEWCY .\D.\MS ts hereb> recommended by uh !o the 
people of the United SCate^, as the mr^t suitable candidate for the oft]ce ot Pres]dent, at 

the approach]ng election.' 
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A mcc[] ng of I Kc c] []zcii': of Rhode Inland pB^'^ircl the folFowEiig Bmongochcr 
r«iol uEio n."^:— 



"Rc^olvcd^ Thai, although wc duly jc knowledge 1he lalcnff jnd public scn'LC«>orill 
the candidBtcf for the presidency wc have 1he tulLc^l cunfidencc in Ihe acknowledged 
ab>LlH> intcgrH> andexpcnenceof JOHN QUINCV ADAMS the accomplisheLl 'icKolar, 
tbH^ 1rue republican^ the c ril igh tencd Malesman^ brcI the honest niBri. arid wc arc desirous 
thai his men ts should be rewBrded w][h lhe flr^l office in the gjft of the people of the 
Untied Stales— thBt hi» ful Lire servicer may conlinue ijti1o us tho'ic blessings which, under 
the prcbeni admiii]stratiDn of the General Government we haveiio abundantly enjoyed." 

These were high encom]unis But who imong the American people^ now ihal the 
pBtriot hi.'f depBrted from earthy can survey hi'i life, his ch^racler^ jTid hjs^erviccfi, and 
not ic knowledge they were jidtly and richl> deserved? S ] mil ar resolutions were passed 
in iJL 1he CBSIem Bnd many of the m^rlhcrn Stales 

The we>l brought forward HENRY CLAY. one of lhe most popular oraCon; and 
eminent ^latesmanof 1b»c dBy GEM. JACKSON, who had earned a splendid m]tjtBry 
reputBtion. was nomiJiBtcd in 1he "^ulhwc^l. and WM H CRAWFORD wasselccled ^^ 
tbH^ candid Bte reprcienUJig 1h^' "lUulhcrn pon]onoriheconteder4cy The^e were ill men 
of eminence and of acknowledged tilenls. They were worthy competitois for lhe highcM 
honopi of 1he Republic 
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The fnciidsorMr Adflrns rested hisclainri for the presidency on no fjcCitiou^ 
qijaliti«i They ur^cd EhBt his characteristics v^crcsLich as toconunend htin to iKc 
confidence ot cvtry ^rix^ rcpubJican iJid wcJL-WL^hcrof hE^ country Wh][e Kis 
aMairunent^ ^^'cre not of the ^ho^^-y and populBrcBSI posscs-^cd by many public mtn, 1hcy 
ycC wtre of thBt solid _ practtcaL and vaiuabLc dcseripUon which luusl e^cr receive the 
SBFKtion of inlcliigcnl and ret lee ting minds 

The qu^l Lf]c 41 Lon.'f on which his supporlfPi depended^ and to which the> called the 
aC1enC]onorihc American people, bs rea'uns forelevittng h]m to tb»e head of the General 
Giivemment may be summarily enumcraled mi^ folEows — 1_ The purity of his priv*1e 
c hanc te r~ the ^iruplicUy of hi^ pcraonil hibjts— hi'f unbenLl]n^ inlegnty jnd upnghlncs^, 
even beyond su.'fpicion. 2. His comm4nd]ng tBients. and h]s acquirements both bs b 
scholar Bnd astBte^min. 3 H]s love ot country— hj"^ trul> AmencBR Feelings, in atl that 
core-cmcd the v^ctfire ind honor of the UnUed 5tBte^_4 His long experience in public 
affairs espeeiatly hi^ f^mihanty wuhour foreigri refations, and his perfcci kriowEcdgeof 
tbte inslUutioriK, 1he ]riteT7iBl coriditjon and polic> of European UBtions. 5. His Bdvocacy 
ot pi~otectiori to domestic manufic turcf , Bnd of 4 j lkJic ions sy'flemor]nternaL 
impiovemenC'f. 

]ri regiml to intcTTiBl jmprovemcrits by iheGertenl Government, I here was a 
d]f fere nee of opinion bclwecn Mr_ .Ad*ms and President Monroe The litCcr wbs strongly 
impressed wilK the beneficiBl lendency of a well-digested "^ ysle m of intemil 
impiovemenff; but he bcliocd the constitulionconterred no power o n Co ngress to make 
appropriations for'iuch a purpose. 
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It was [n lhis vccw of lhc subject thai Kc vcta«l j bill wh]ch B^^umcd the nght lo ado[>[ 
andexETLUtc ^uch a '>ystcrii. pa'iscj by Congrc^is during the "^E^^iSLOii ot I S20-2I But 
an^Lous thBL iiitL'rnaL j mprove inc rits^ conf] ncd to gr»t ml torn I purpos«>^ md wUh [>ropcr 
I tm 1 1 atio rui should be pnutfcutcd^ he ^uggc!it«J thai an iincndrntnl oF Ihc conslitulion lo 
thai effect "fhi^uld be Fccommendcd to Ihc bcveral StJte'f 

Mr Adams^ however had m^doubl^i 1hal Congress aLrcady posse^'^cd a conslfclutionaF 
power to prosecute "fuch jntcrnaL unpn^vcTnenff 4*^ were of a nBtionaL chanctrr. and 
calcu[atcd to bencfil the Union^ and to levy duUes forlKe piolcclionof domcMie 

mantiracturcf. During hjsent]Fe poll lie a I eareL'r he hid deemed thc^c to be two greH 
pojnfi lo^ird which iKe American Government and pei^plc should 1urn their especial 
a[tenl]on^ and bte ever give Ihem hi'f failhful advocacy and support. With conhummale 
wi'fdom^ he fore^iw I hat 1b»e more com plelely our LTilemil rc^iuices were developed, and 
the ]es*i dependent we were on Foreign powepi, 1he greater v^ouJd be our public and 
private piosperity. lie ins]sted thai by an adequate protect]onord[>me'flic manufacture'f^ 
tbterc v^ould be in increased demand for our rav^ malenals a1 home and Ihu.'f I Ke several 
pn^luctive ind manufacturing sections of the Republic would reaL]/e the benefits of j 
dependence on each other, and I he Umon would be consolidated and perpetuated far 
ages to come. 
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Whclc B cjiid]dalc for the prr^idcncy^ Mr Adams received a Icltcr inqucnng hi'i vid^": 

on the "fubjccl of fciUcmil tmprovcmcjH The FoIIowlji^ iii an extract fiom hjs repl> — 

"On ihc 2Jrdof Feb , ] 807, ] offered inlKc ScnalcoflKc L"m[cd Stales, of ivh]ch ] 

wa^ iKen a memE>er. the fjr^t resolution, as [ btlie^e. thBt ever wbsi presented to 
CongreFi'f, coritemplilbng b j^e^umji jyil^m or]nterrial ]mpnYvenienE. ] thought that 
Congress po^esscd the power of ippropriB ting money losuch improvement, b rid of 
authi^riztng 1he "Aiorlzs riece'&ary tor making ]t~'iubjecl always lo the tern tori bL rj^htsof 
the ^e^eral Slales inonhrou^h whjth iKe improvement i\ lo be mBde, 1o be ^iecured by 
the CO nse rit of I Keir LegL'il B tures, Bcid lo propnelar^ rcghls of i ihJl> jdiiaL'f , 1o be purchuied 
or I ndemn] Tied I still hold ihe same op]nions, and. although highly respecting the purity 
ot mlentioRof [hose who object on (.orti tn utio n aL gn^und^, lo the ereirise of this power- 
it ]s ^ith heBrtfelt "fH i^f fiction thai [ peiretve those obj ec t]ons gradual] y yceldirig. to lKe 
pBramoun! LntJuencc of \hc j^x^f^^rtff w^'t/i^f*^ Already hBve ippropnaUons of money to 
gjeal obj ec Es of i ritem B L ]mprovemen1 been freely mBde, and E hope we sh^ll both live to 
see Ihe day, when lheonl> question of ourstalcsmen Bnd patnot^, corKern]n^ Ihc 
authority ot Congress 1o Lmpnj>c, by public works esse ntj al I y beneFicent. and be>ond 
the means of lesK than n^tEon^l rcmurccs the conditiDn of olu common country, wlJL be 
how it e^ercDuld have been doubled " 



On mother occi.'f ion Mr. .Adam.'f e^pre^sed him'^eJf on Ihe subject of inlernal 
impiovemenis ]n the folJowtng manner ~ 

"TKequcflionoflKe power of Congrc^ lo authorize lhe making or]nterrial 
I mpioveme Fits, is, inolKer woKti, b quesE]ori whether the people oF this Unton, in 
Forming 1 b»ei r common ^lOcial LompBCI. as avowedly For the purpose of promo! tng 1heir 
gener*! welfare, have perfoimcd Ihe ir work in a mBnner so ineffabl> slupid as to deny 
tbiem'^elves the mcBns ot betlering the]rowricondfctLon. ] have too much reaped for ihc 
intelLecl of my 4.ounlr> to beJieve it 
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The firrt objcci of human j*;social]an l^ iKc i mp rovcmcnt of I he condition of thr 
a^^oci4lcJ. Rojd^ Brid t.iriBL'i irc inioiig the mo^1 c'Ztcnt]ai mtBn^ ot improving the 
cundilionurmtbOTi'f. AckI a people "a^ bite K should dti i bcrB tcl y ^ by IKcui^4ii]^41loti ot \i\ 
authoniccd pow^r dcprt^c i l!ic I f of 1 tic fictiLly ufmuitLplyEng itsov^n blfssin^. v^ould be 
uii ^i'^c as 4 cr»tur who should undtdakc tuconsl]tulc i Kuman bc]ng v^Jthoul a bran." 

[r ickJitLun Id otbcr c: t ai m.'f ^ iKc fricnct of Mr. .^daiTL'f urged Kisclcvalion lo tbc 
pr«>Ldcucy on [he ground of ^o^u^j/v During the thfcrly-hix ycBis whic^h had pBS'icd "firicc 

tht BdoptLou of tht consHluttoTi the General Govcmincnt had been adin]nb'flcrcd but four 
ycais by i northtm President. ]1 \^'as insisted v^]th much force that the southern ponion 
of the Republic had tKus far exerted a di'f pnjpurl]onalc influence hu the executive 
depadment of the nat]on While 1he ixidh. althiiugh fir the mo^1 pot>ulous^ jud 
contributing much Ihe LBr^iest portion ofltH^ means for defray tug 1he national 
expenditure^^ would not cl aim to mouopoJi/e in undue degree of power i ri coni ro I h ng 
the measures of idmjnt'flrBtiori. yel il could jkE>lE> ]nsist iKat ]t'f demancfc for an equjtBble 
shi re of ] rif tue nee "fhoutd be tieeded The'^c ^uggcstion^i unqueMionibly [Hi^^e^'ied a 
weight ]n Ihe mhndboflKe people^ JBVorabk lo the prospects of Mr Adanui. 

The Presidential campBignof ] S^, wii± mo re spin ted and exeUing lKan 4n> that had 
taken place since the fiPit elcc[JonorMr_ Jeffeison 1 1 wi^ novel in the number of 
candid Bte^ presented For the 'iuftra^esof ihe people, Bnd wi"^ conducted v^Jth great zeil 
and vigor by ttie friendb of the diCferent a^ipirants 
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Sinctly s|wjk]ng_ it could not be call rd a parr>' conlcjit Mr MoniDc's w]sc jnd prixltnt 
admLii]'^1ralion hid oblLlcrHcd pirty lincf^ End Irtt j vcr^' general LiriBnbm]t> ot "icritLincnl 
on poJiUcaL pnre-iplc^ ind mci.'furc'f^ Ihrtuj^hout 1hc liriiDn. The viriokt c j nLl]dalcs— 
.\diniE J acbio ri. C 1 4> , Crawford— all sub^v nbrd "^ubstBritiBlly. to 1 he same political 
creed, and cntedatncd ^]milar>]ew!i as to iKe priruzkples on whjch I Ke General 
Govemincnt "should be 4dTn]nL^lcred. Thcstru^le was « pcisoriaL and bcclEoni I one , 
more iKsnuf « pBn> TiBturc. 

] t hid long bee ri fo resecn thai a choice of Presidenl would not be effected by the 
people. Tbw result verified Eh]^ prediction- Of two hundred andsixly-one eleeloral vote^, 
Gen_ JBcksoR received ninety-nine, Mr Ad b ms eigKl y-four, Mr Crawford forly-onc, and 
Mr Clay Eh] rt>-^ie> e n Meilherof I Ke e b ritl idales hav]rig received a mBjority in the 
elecEorBl coUcges. the election devolved on the House of Reprr^entalive^. Tbs look 
place on Ihe^Ehot Feb-- IS25 

On iKc ntoming of Ihit d4>, the Houte met it in earlier hour thin u^uil The 

gBlleries the lobbies and Ehe adJBcem apBrtmem^- were filled Eo ov e rfLow i ng— \^' i ih 
spectBtois fn^m every pirt of the Union 1o wjtnevs I he momcntoiTi evcn1 1 1 wbs b scene 
the mo^l *iublimc thBt could be wUncssedon CBrth- The ReprcsentiUvcs ot the People, in 
the eAerc]se of Ehe highcfl nghl of freemen, ^^'ere Bbout lo select aciti7-en lo admmjster 

the Government of agrcBt Republic- 



LIFE OF JOHN QUENCY ADAMS 145 

AM iKc mem bcrs of I Kc House were prtscnt, ^I'HK the exception of one, who was 
confined by indisposLliun. The Speaker fHcriry Cl4>^ touh hi» chair, and iKeoidimFy 
busine^"^ of the morning wa*i al tended to in the u'iUBl manner At 12 o'clock, precisely, 
the membeni of the Senite entered the hail, preceded by their Seige a nt- a t-^Tmn , and 
having I he President of Ihe Senale al their head, v^ho was in>Jted to 4 ^eat on the nghl 
hand of Ihe Speaker. The Senators were i^'ftgncd ^eal^ jn front of the Speaker''^ cKatr. 

The Pre>identof the Senite |Mr Gi]llard) Ihen rose, *nd slated thi1 Ehe cerUhcates 
forwimled by the elet1or\ Fnjnieach State woutd be delivered to the Tellers Mr. 
Tazewell of the Senate, and Messrs. John W. Taylor and PhiJip P E arbour on Ehe part of 
the HoLihC. took 1heir pliccs. as Tellers al the Clert's I able The President of 1b»c Senate 
tbH^n opened Iwo piekels, one received by messenger and I Ke other by mii[, containing 
tb»e cerljfLcales oF the votes of 1he State of Mew Hampshire One of these l ertiftc i1es was 
then read by Mr Ti7jwell, while Iheolher was compared wjth it by Me-^rs TayJor and 
Barbour The whole having been read, and the votes of New H*nipsh]re declared, they 
were set down by Ihe CLerlz"^ ot the Senate andof lKe Hoice of Repre-^entiUvcs -seated al 
d]fferent labLes Thi^ tb»e certificales From all 1he States were gone thn^ugh wilh. 



146 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCV ADAMS 

AE the cone fusion the Tellers Icfl the Clerk's iBbfc^, Bncl_ pre^ienling iKeneehcsin fiDnt 
of the Spcflker, Mr Tflrcwell delivered iKcirrcpart ot 1b»e >o1cs^Lvcn_ 

The Prc^jdent of the ScriBte then ro!ic. and dcci Bred IhBt no pcrsoii had rccet^cd a 
ma.jont> ot the volesgi^cn for President of I Ke U ruled Stal«> ihal Andrew J act'un^ John 
Qutncy AdaFns, *rKl SVLlliam H CrBwford, were the three ptPions who had received Ihe 
bghcst num be r of volci>, ind thai the remBintng duUe^ in lheclio]ce of a President riow 
devolved on the Hoiec of Re present b ti vcs He furthc r dee] ared _ thBt JohnC CBLhnun of 
Soulh CaroL]na, hBving received 182 votesi wis duly elected Vice President of I he 
Untied SlBte^, 10!ierve four ye*Pi from the 4thof Mairh neTt_ The mc mbeis of I Ke 
Senate then retired 

The Sfieikcr directed the roll of Ihe Hou'fe to be called b> Slater, and iKe membeisof 
the re^ipectjvedelegitbon'f lo tike the]rse4l^ in iKe order ]n wh]ch iKe S tates ^ Konld be 
called, beginning al tb»e rj^ht hBrid oF the Speaker The delegi tion.^ look the]r*iea1s 
BceonHingly Eiltol-boies were djMribiJled lo eichdelegaUon. b> the Sergeanl-at-Brms_ 
and the Speaker directed thai the balloting should. [>roceed The ballots ha^]rig all been 
defK^sjted in 1t»e boxcf^ Tellepi were named b> the respeclive delegal]ons. being one 
fronie^cK Stale^ who took Ihe ir seats al Iwo libJc^ 
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Mr Wc bstcr of M assachusrits wbs appocntcd by tho^c Tclfcni who ^at at oek tablc^ 
and Mr. R b ndo I ph of V irgi m j b> those 4T Ihc ochcr. [o BonouiKi: 1hc nr'^ult. After Ihjz 
ballot v^crc coiinltd oul, Mr_ Wcbttcr rose, andi±4]d:— 

"Mi Speaker The Tcllcr?i of the votes it lh]s iMc hive pnxcedtd to counl the 
b B Ho ts com B tnccl in iKc boTcssct bcfort iKcm. The rc^uLl they find lo be, iKat lhcrc arc 
Fo r Jo h R Qu] nc y Adam'f, of Missachusdt^, Ihirlccn >otK>, For Andrew Jickson, oF 
Tennessee, seven voles, for W] LI him H_ CrawfonJ. of Georgii. four volet." 

Mr RiTidolph. fioni the other table, mide i slatemeni corrr^pondi rig with I hat of Mr. 

Webster- 

Tbie Speiker then s tiled 1his re'iult lo the House, and anm^unccd thit JOHN 
QUINCY ADAMS, Kavtng b mijartty of the voles of iKcse Umlcd Stites, was duly 
elecled Pres]denl of the SBnie, for four yeir?i, commencing on the4thdi> of March, 

1S25- 

A com mil tee was appomled to ^bl1 upon Mr. AdiiiL*^ and inrionnce to him the resull 
ot the etccl]on, of which Mr_ Wc bster was ch b trm b n On performing this duty, I Key 
received from Mr_ .Adims the following reply:— 

GENTLEMEN —In receiving thi'i teslimonial from iKe Represen!B!]vci>of the People 
and Stales oF lbs Uniori, E im deeply sensible oflKe c] re umst b nces under which U has 
been given All my predecessoni have been honored wUh mijonUes ot the elecloral 
voj4.es, ]n [he prcmBry colleges. It his been my fodurie to be pEaced, b> the divisions of 
serittnient prevailing ami^ngourcouritFymen on this occision, in compelJt]on, rriendl> 
and honorable, with 1hree of my fel Eow-ci tizens. all justE> enjoycng in emiFtenl degrees 
the public Favor, and of whose wodh. Iilenls and ser^' ices no one eritertains b higher and 
more respectfuJ bense than myself 
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The njmcs of Iwoof them wtrc_ en the f ul fi I mcnt of ihc piov[S[onsoriliccons[]tuliDn^ 

presented tii 1hc ^icItcUon ot the Holec of Re p micnt ativcs m corKurrcncc \^'Hh my own. 
— name'f clo^cL> Bfi^^oc]a1cd ^'Wh the glor^ oflKc nation^ Brid oriconbicin JBrthcr 
rcc Dm in ended by a lirgcr mijority DflKc primary electoral suffri^c^ than mine. 

]n thi'f "ft Etc of thirig.'f^ could m> rcftnBl 1o acc^pl the 1ruht iKu}! dclcgBtcd To mc give 
an opportuni ty lo the pcopEc to form, and lo CTf>rc^_ wjth b nearer ippn^Bch lo 
unBnimjty^ tKcobjccI of Ihcir prctcrcncc^ I should nol hcsilatc to dccLjnc I he acceplancc 
of thi!i cmtncrit chBf^^ and to 'fuk>mit iKcdtcision of thi'f momentous qucsl ion jgBin to 
tbtrirdrlcrminBtiori But iKcconstitulion itscFf has not sodi'fpo^cdoriKcconlingcncy 
whtch would ari^c in Ihc cvcn1 of m> rcftriBL ] ^hilL. therefore, repair lo Ihc pos1 
assigned mc by the call of ni> counlry, "figmficd Ihrongh hcrconslitulional organs, 
opprcfi'fcd with iKc magnitude of the ti.'fk bcForc mc. but cheered with the hope of Ehit 
ge neious sup port fiom my Fellow-cili/en^. which, in the > J4. is'iil ixks of i lifede^oled lo 
thei r se n' bce, hi.'f ne^cr failed tosiTitairi me— confideni in iKe Ini'fl. thit Ihc wisdom of the 
legi^il alive council -wi][ guide ind direct me in Ihe pilhofmy officiBL duly, jnd reL>irig, 
above ilE. upon the snpennlendLng pn^videntc of thBt Beinf "m who^e hind'f ourbrealb 
Ls, and whose are all our way^." 

■Gentlemen, I pray you lo mate Bcecptable to iKc Hou^e. the assurance of my 
profound gratitude For their confidence, *nd to *ccepl yourselves my thBriks for Ehe 
friendly tcrnb m "A^hLcK you have communicated 1o me their decision." 

The diff idc ncc mBnifcsled by Mr .^danE> in accepting Ihe of f ice of President under 
the peculiar ctrcum^lances of his election, Brid his wish, if il were possible, to submil his 
clBims igBin 1o [he people, were unqne^lionably utiered wttKgre^t since ri1y ofhcBrt. He 
wa-i Ihe choice of but i minority, b"^ c;iprcs*icd in 1b»c electoral vole, b rid in Bccordince 
wUh hi^ republican principles and teelinf^. he would h^^e preJ erred j no1 her e i^ p ression 
ot public opinion. 
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Eul [he consCitulian rn^dc no pro^'E'f io ri fo r !^uc h an Brbclramcnt Hf ttiu'^I cithtr'^crvcor 
resign In 1 tic latlcrcaitc^ iKc Vice Prc^]cltnl ^ouLl have di'^cKargfJ Ihcdulic^of 
President dunn^ the term Mr. .Adini^ hod nu altcniBtivc^ iKcrcrorc. t>ul to acccpl Ihc 
ofFicc. agreeably to Ihc tcrnvi oF the corviti1uE]ori Hfld cilhcrof hs compel ttors been 
elected by the House ot Represenl atj ves, Ihcy would ha^e been as he was, 4 miimrity 
President- Nolwi! tti t*ndj rig Ge n Jackson received fifteen more electorfll voles IhiriMr. 
.AdaiTL'f, >et it is believed iKal ]n the pnmBry assembLjes the 1 41 te r obti i ncd agreHer 
riuin ber of I Ke ictuil votes of Ihe people th^u the tormer. 

" A htio ugK Ge ri JBckson had b plunlny lu 1hc TioTTi]nal relurns tn^ni the elecloral 
colleges, lKeqkKS[]ori is, whether Ke hid b plurBlily lji ttie popular vote*^ ot the Slates In 
Norlh CBrotina, iKeCnwrord men had a greal plurality overeilheroflKe Jacb^in ind 
.Ada JUS sec ttoiL^, but the two l*tterjo]ning Iheir forces, gi>e the electorBl vole of iKe 
Slate. Ll being fifleen, 1o Gen Jackson Deduct ItiL"! fiom Gen. J^ck'^on'^ pJural]t>~as it 
should be. kf the pnEicipleofplLirahly ]s to govern— and h1 leaves him 6ighl'\-f{XAit, the 
'iime i.'f 1he vole of Mr .\dams But Mr .\dams had b greit plural]ty ot the popular ^ore 
ot New York, and on 1his principle should be credited the entire lhf*I}-si\ votes ot thit 
Slate, v^ he re 4.^, he received only THi'^tiiTy-iix This adjitlmenl would carry Mr .\dams up 
^ nifi^Iy-pxiir, and lea^c Gcn_ Jackson w]lh ^tighly-foitr 
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BcE]cks^ iKc po[>uFBr mijorcticf for Mr. Adam": in [he s]t Mcw England Slater ^crc 
gjcally i ri CTC c^ih of I he Jacb^n imjorH lc^ ]n the figh1 States wh]chg4^c their vole for 
Kjm; ^hich largely augmcrith Mr. .Adini'^' a^nrgatc plurality in the Union over Gen. 
Jickion's. Then deduct 1b»c con^lilutionfll Bllowance for the siave vote tn IhestBve States, 
as given by iKeir maiitePi. ]1 v^][l not be pretended thit lh]s is ^ popafuf vote, though 
constttLitionaL. Gen. Jackson o b tai ned y/^i ^ yv elet loral ^otes. nxtre than hslf hi!i entire 
vote, and Mr. AdBms only iijc fromsfcBve Stales [t ^ilL Iherefore be "^en. Ehj1 on Ihe 
principle of a po[>LiL4r p I urilily. corned ouL and earned thn^ugh, |]t oughl not lo !ilop for 
the advanlage of one pirl^^t ^^- Adams, in the elccLionof 1324^ wis FAR AHEAD of 
Gen. Jjckson."^ 



On lKe4lKof March, ] S25. John Qucncy Adams w*"^ jnaugunled b!i Fres]denl oF ihe 
Unded ^EBte'f, Bod took the execulive chair. ^h]ch h^d been entered I'A'enly-eight years 
before by hjs venerated father. Thcdecliratjonor thBt fBther jn reterence ti^ the son, 
when B LBd~"Hc beha^e^ Itke a mBn'"— had gBthered^trenglh and meaning in 1he lapse 
ot yeaPi. The people of iKe .American republic. tBught by 4 long series of fajthful and 
eminent services, in the fulfilmenl of iKe prophelie wor^. pLBced hjm in a piviiliun ihe 
moEl elevated ind honorable, the mo^t ^^'orthy iKe i]mof a pure and palriol]c ambEtion, 
thai ejithc^n afTordi 



" Colton's L]fe and Times of Henr^ CEBy 



LIFEOF JOHWQUEh'CY ADAMS. 151 

The scene it Ehc [nBugijraC]ori ft bs ^plcndcd End [mpo^in^_ Al an car[> hour of chc day 
tht BvcnuF'f leading to 1ticra[>Llol prcscntird an 4 jij malcd s[>fctac I c. C rowds of c] []zcii'f 
on foot^ inciTTiagc^, and on hur^cbatk^ ^ltc hastening lo the grc^T centre of altFacUon. 
S I raLTL'f of in art J al niLEi]c^ and the Em^vcme nts of iKc vinoLTi mililBr^ corp'f^ heightened 
the exchtement 

Al 1 2 o'clock^ ihe milhtary e^iCDit^ conaul i ng of general and sliff offieen^. and "^^eraL 
volunteer companies, rece]vcd iKe Prei>idcnl elect at hts residence togelhcr wtiK 
President Monroe^ and several off]cePi of government The proce^iston led b> the 
cavilry, Bnd accompanied by Bn immense concourse of citj re ns, pnjceeded to the 
capiloL, where it ft b£> received, with military honon±^ by the U S Marine Corp:^ under 
Col Henderson. 

Meanwhile lhe h^lt of the HoiCte of Re p resen[ ati ves presented a bnMunl spectacle. 
TKegjlLerie^ Bnd the lobbies were crowded ^'\\h ^peclBtois The so Fas betfteen 1hc 
cotumn.'f^ iKe b^r, the pn^menade in lhe re Br of the Speaker's chair, and lhe Ihree onler 
rows of I Ke membeis'seits. were occupied E>y a "splendid Brray of beauly and fi.'fhion On 
the lefl. the Diplom*1tc Corp^i, ]n the costume oF their re^pect]veCourti, occupied the 
place i^iSLgned them, bmmedntely before the 'ileps ^^'hjch Jcid to iKechBir. Theoff]cePi 
of the army ind navy we re sci tie red ]n groups throughout 1he hilL. [n front ot the Clerk's 
table chatrs ^^-erc placed for the Judges of lhe Supreme Court 
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Ac t^^'cnCy m]nLiCc^ pB'it 1 2 o'clock the marahak, ]n blue scarfs, made iKcir 
a[>pc4rBrKe ]n the tialL it iKc hnd of the au^Ebt piocc^i'iiDii. First came I Kc offlccis of 
bo1h Houses ot Con^rwi"^ Tbten ippcarcd the Prc^]clcn1 elect, folLo^^'ed by Ihc venerable 
CT-f>resLde Rt Monroe, wnK biis f*mily_ To I Kei»e succeeded the Judge'f of the Supreme 
Court, in the]r rubes of orr]c e , the membepiof 1he Senile, preceded by the V]ce- 
Fresidenl, ^ith i number of the membeisof the Houiie of Repre'ientatLve^- 

Mr. Adams, in a plain !iuit of black made ent]rely of American manufactures, 
ascended to Ihe Speaker'^ chair, and look his sen The Chief Jw>t]ce wa'f placed in fioni 
of the Cleric labte. having before h]m anolKer I able on the Floor of I Ke hilL, on the 
opposite ^ide of which s*t ihe remaining Judges with ihe^rfaces towBrds the chair The 
doopf having been closed, and ^tlence proclaimed, Mr AdBms aiose, Bnd. m adfc'fnncr 
and firm tone of vo]ce. reid hi!i cniugurBl Bddrcs"^. 

At the conclu.'fion of the address, a general plaudit burst Forth fn^m tbte >iEt 
as'^emblige, which continued "^me minules Mr AdBcnh then descended fium 1he chair, 
and, proceeding to Che Judges' tBble received trom ihe Chief Juj>l]ce a volume of ihc 
Laws of tb»c UnUed Stiles, from which he read, wuh a loud voice. Ehe oalh of oFftce The 
plaudits and cheers of 1 he multitude were al this j unci ure repealed, Accompanied by 
silutcs oJ artillery fiom wUhou! 
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The CO ngraCul al lonsi which I Ken pourrd ]n rmm cvtry ^cdc QCCLip]ccl Ihe hnnd^ and 
couLlI not but rc^ch the hcan^ofPr^'iidcnt Adain.'f. TKc meet] rig b^l^ccn biun and hi'f 
vcncrilccl prccfcrc^-^ir, hfld in Jt si^inc thing peculiarly iftcHing GtncrBL Jickson wi^ 
among the c^rkc^il of iKo'^c who look the hand of I Kc Pr«>idciit^ and Ihcir iook.'f and 
deportment lowirtl"^ each o1hcr wtrc a rebuke lo thiT lntfcncwi of part> ^pint whcch can 
^cc no mcnt jn a nvai. and fccL no joy m Ibtr honor of b compel ttor 

ShodLy iftcr ] o'clock^ iKc proccs'fion commenced leading thr Kail The Prcs]dtnl 
wa^ c^icorltd bBck 4S he came On hi*i arrivaL at h]s residence, he received the 
compLjmenIs and re^pecff of b grcBt number ofiadte^i andgenttemen, who cb lied on him 
to lender iKeircongralu 1 41 tons The proc eedi ngs of I Ke da> were clo'fed by an "inBLigLiral 
bB[l" in 1he eventng. Among iKegucfU present, were the Prc*ijdenl and Vicc-Prewdenl 
Eii-PrcsjdenI Monn^e, a number of rore]gn mimstcns, with m4n> civil, niiljtBr>'. and 
naval office n*_^ 



Mr. Adams's IningnrBl Address is is followEi— 

"In compNance v^][h Bn ifi age coeval with iKe ex]stenceorDurfederil const] lul ion, 

andf^anctioned by the example of my predecessors in ihecBFeer upon v^h]ch ] am ibonl 
to enter, ] appear my fellow-ciUiens in your presence, Bnd in 1hal of hei>en_ to bjnd 
myself, b> IbiesoLemnilie^of i rehgtous obtj^al]on, lo tb»c fBilhful performance of Ihc 
dnlhes alloUed to me. tn the "ftBtion to wbch 1 Kave been called 



NitiDnil LnLckligcncer. 



154 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

']n Lirifolding to my coLintrymcn thr princ]plc^ b> which I !iKaM be governed, in Ihc 
fulftlmrnl of [hos^ dulicf^ Tn> first rcsorl wjLI be lo thil 4.onstJtul]un wh]ch I "ihall "f^car 
to Ihc bK>t ot my abilny. to prcscn-c, pro1tr1, iJid LlcFfiKl. ThBt revered j n*i trumc Ji1 
cnumerBtcf iKc powers and prc^nbes iKc duE]csuf iKc Executive Magistrate, and in lis 
fin>E words d^rlarcf ltic purposes to which thc^c. and Ihc whole BLtJononKc 
Government jnslilutcd by il_ should be ]nvarjabL> and *i acred I y devoted— 1o form b more 
perfect union estibli'fh ju^liee^ en'fure domestic ErBnquillity^ provide for I Ke common 
defence, proniiYlc the ^enerBt welfare and secure the b I c^isinys of 1 1 btrl y to 1he people of 
thi'f Union, in thcjrsiEce^'five ^eneratjons. Since the adoption of thi^ social compact, 
one of lKefie^enerat]ons has pass«J away. It u± ihc work of our forefalhcrs. .Adm] niste red 
b> !iome of iKe most eminent men. ^ho contnbuted to its formation thirtugh 4 nio!i1 
evenltui penod in 1he innBlsof I he world, ^nd through all I he vie lsm tude*^ ot peace ind 
war inc]dentBl lo the condklionofissociated man, ]l hBS no1 di'f4ppo]nted the hopes ind 
asp] rations oflhD'fe ] [l iihl riou'f benef ac1on> of the]r ige and nil ion. 11 ha'f promiYled Ehe 
last]ng welfare of thBt counlry !iO dearlo iti all, ]t hi^i, 1o an CAten! far beyond the 
ordinar> lot of humanity, secured lKe freeniom Bnd happincs*^ of thi'f people. We now 
receive ]l as a precious mhen lance from Iho'^e to whom we are ]ndebled for its 
cs>tablishmenl.doubt> bound b> the examples wh]ch I hey ha^e Left us, ind by the 
bles^in^ which we ha^e enjoyed, as the fruttsof lhc]r laborsi, to transmfct the same, 
unjmpa]Fed, to the succeeding general ion. 

"In the compass of thirty-six years, since thi'f great nBtionaL covenani wbs ]nh1i1utL'd 
a body of lawf enBcled under ]t'i inlhorcly. and ] n (.onfonru ty wilh il*^ pro>]hions. has 
unfolded its powers and corned jnto pract]C4l operBtion Jt*^ etfeclive eneigies. 
SuboidinBte depart menl*^ bBvedistrcbnled iheexecuhve fijnctton.'f in the]r vinoic 
relBtion.'f lo foreign Bffair?i to Ihe revenue and expc nd 1 1 ures . and lo the mJilary foice of 
the Union by lind and^e^. A co-ordinile deparlment ot the judiciary has expounded the 
conslitution and the Liws. "idtling, in Kannoniouii coinc]dence with iKe Legislative wjII, 
numeroiEi wcighly quesCions of consCruction. wh]ch the imperfec^onofhumBn iBnguagc 
had rendered univD]dablc. 
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The yc B r of jub] Ice Ri licc Ehc fiisC form aE]o n of our Lrn]on_ has JLi'fl clBf>scd_ lha[ of the 
Dccl4raE]on of our Independence i*^ Bt hand The corviLimmalionorbotK ^b*^ effected by 
thtsconslitutiori S]nce th^l [leriod. a populatjoriof four mj 1 1 ions has mutUplied 1o 
twelve. A territory bounded by the Mi^iSissippi has been eTtended from 'iea lo sea_ New 
Slates liBve been adm]tled lo the Union^ ]n numbepf nearL> equal to iKo'fe of Ihe fiisE 
conrederat]on Treal]e^ of pence ami1y^ inul commerce have been concluded ^ith iKe 
princ]pal dommion.^ of the earlh_ The people of other natjons mhab]t*nts of regions 
acquired^ nol by conqucst'f^ bnl by compBct have been untied wilh u*^ in iKe parliejpalion 
of our rtghlE and duthes, of our burdens ^nd blesunf^ The forest hi.'f fBllen by the axe of 
our woodsmen— the soil has been made to teem by Ihe ti 1 1 age of our farmcT^; our 
commerce has whitened e^ery ocean The domin]onormBnoverph>'fic4l nalure hBS 
been extended by the invenUon of our arl]sts L]ber1y and law hBve marched hBnd m 
hBnd All the purposes of human BS'^>c]ation have been accomplished a'f effeelually bs 
under any other Governmeni on Ihe gtobe. and 4t « cost littke exceeding, in i whi^le 
^enenUon the e i^ pendu tires of oihe r nalions in as]nglc year. 

"Such ]s the uneraggerBted pidure ot our condition under aconslilutton founded 
upon 1bte republican principle of equBl rights To Admit thai this p]clure has i1s shBdes. i*^ 
bu1 to \^y, th4l i1 i'^sl]ll the condilionormen upon earth From evil— physic^L moraL Bnd 
polUicBl— ]t ]s not our claim [o be exempt. We have "^ ufTe red^ someti me^ b> 1he >]^]tBtion 
of Heaven Ihnjugh diseise often by the wnings and injustice of other nBtions even 1o 
the CAtrem I l]es of \^' ar and lastt>, by distentions b mong ouiseU es~d]SKe n1 ton.'f ^ perhaps^ 
inseparBble from ihe enjoy meni orrreed[>m^ bul wh]ch hive more Ehj nonce Bppeired lo 
threaten the dis'^lutton ot the Union^ Bnd. w]th it^ the overthrow of all the enjo>ment'f of 
our present lol^ and all our earthly hopes of Ihe future The caicics of these di'Ztensions 
have been vanous founded upon differences of spec ulal]on m the Iheory of republican 
go>ernmenl. uponconflicUng >je\^'s of policy in our relaE]ons with foreign nilbons^ upon 
jeiloifiie'f of pirliBl ind sect]onal inleresfi^ Bggravaled by prejudices and prepoiisessioiK^ 
which strangeni loeicholhcr arr ever apt lo entertain 
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']t i^ B source of grBtificBtion andof cncouragtmcnt lo mt, looCracn-t ihaC the great 
result ot thi'f c ii pen inc rit upun iKc Ihcory of human rj^hts^ hi^i^ Bt I Kc clonic oflhat 
genera tLon b> which i1 ^'3^ formed been crowned withsLKrc^*^ equal to lKc mosi 
!i4ngij]nt capcclatjon*^ of lis foundcni. Union, justice^ tr4iiquill]t>, tht common defence^ 
the general wclfirc, ind lhc blc^s]ngs of libert> — bII have been piomoted b> the 
Government under whjch ^'c hive LjveJ. StBridmg it I his pomi oft] me looktng back lo 
thai genention whbcK has gone b>, and fon^'aid lo Ihit which is adviRctng, we may it 
once iridiil^ ]n grateful exuFtalion ind ]n cheering h<^pc From the experience of Ihe 
^B^U wedenve ]nstruclive lessons fori he fnlure. 

"Of iKe iwogFCBt polil]cil pinie^ "A^hLcK have divided the op]nbons and teelin^of 
oijrcountr>^ tbu: candid Bnd thL' just will now admits lhal both hive conlnbuled splendid 
talenK^ spotless jntc^rit> anteni patnotivm and di'^inlereMed sac n f tees . to lhe fonnBtion 
and adm]nistrBtioii o^ the Government, and IhBt bo1h have required a liberal indulgence 
for a pod ion of hum an Enfirmkty and error The revolutionary wbcs of Europe 
commencing preci'fely i1 iKe mt^ment when iKeGovernment of the Untied Stitcf first 
wen1 tnio openUon under the confitUution. excited colli'iion'f of "fenUmcnts and of 
"fvinpithics which kindled all the pi.'&ions and cmbiltei~ed the conflicl of padicf^ nil lhe 
UBtion wi.'f involved in war^ ind the Union was shaken to his cenEi~e Thi^ time of Enal 
emhnced i period of five and twenly yeiPf^ dunng ^hich the ]>olic> of the Union in its 
i~eEitions v^ith Europe constituted Ihe prtncipil hasi'f of our own polilicil dhvisioni and 
lhe mo'fl aiduous pad of the action of the Federal Government. WilK the calastiophe in 
which the v^Brv oF the Fimch Resolution termini ted and our own subsequent peace v^iCh 
Great Britiin^ Ihis banetui v^ eed of p b rty stn fe was uprooted Fi~om thit lime no 
diffei~cncc of pnncipte. connected wilh the theory of government^ or with our hnteicouT^e 
wUh foreign nations, has exi'fledor been liI Led forth in force "fuffictent lo su.'flBin a 
continued combinalion of pBdies^ or given moi~e thBn wholesome b mm alio n to public 
"fenltment or legislative deb Ble Our political creeds wUhi^ut i dissenting voice thit can 
be bteii~d, is^ iKaE lhe will of iKe people Lf the source, and Ihe happines'f of the people is 
1b»e enul of all Legiti male government upon eadh I Kb t lhe best sec unty for the 
beneficence^ ind tbu: besi ^uarBnty igBinst Ibte Bbuse oF power, con^i^lh in the freedom, 
lhe purity, Bnd the frequency of populirelecCions 
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thai chc General Go>crnmtnl of ihc Lrii]an^ ind the sc p b rale Govcmmc nts of I Kc States, 
arc bII so^crcignUc^ ot legitimate powcra. fcllow-^crv Brits of Ihc same mastcis— 
UTicoritmllcd wilhiTi Ibveir respective sp hereof, uncontrollable by cue roachirienff on each 
o1her_ [f there hi>e been thuie who dLnibted whether aconfederaled represent Bt]vc 
democrBLV was i Government competeni [o 1he wi^e and orderly mBnagement of Ehe 
comrm^n concerns of a mighly rial ion, iho^e doubts have been dispelled. ]f thenz have 
been projecls of parlial confederacies to be erected upori the ruins of ihe Uniori. Ihey 
have been sc altered lo the wtncti. ]f there have been dingerotfc atlachment^ lo one 
foreign nation, and amipBthies again^l anolher, 1hey have bee ri er t] n^u isbted. Ten years 
of peace i1 home and abroad have B^'fuagcd the aninio!i]tiesof political conlenhori, and 
blended inio harmony ihe most discordani elemenls ot public optniori There still 
remajcb one effort of mBB.rianLmil> one sacrifice of pre_|i3dice bekI passion, lo be made by 
the individuals Ihrtju^hou! Ihe nalion \^'ho have hcrelofore follo^^'ed the standBrtls of 
pohticBl pBrty. 11 I'i I hat ot disc ardi rig ever> i~emnanl of rancor again.'^l each other, of 
embracing, b*^ countrymen and frienL^. andof >ieldin^ to lalenff and vidue alone ihBl 
confhdence which, in 1inic» of conlention for principle, was bestowed only upon those 
who bore the badge of pady communion 

"The collisions ot part> "ipint, which onginate tn "speculative opintons, or indiffcreni 
Views of administraU^e policy, ai~e in their nalure IransiloTy. Those which Bre founded on 
geographical dhvision.'s, Bdverse i ntei~ests of so 1 1 , climale, Bnd modes of Lktmesi ic Life, arc 
more pcTmanenl. and 1herefoi~e, perhaps, more dBngeroEC> [l is this which gnes 
inestimable value lo the charBcter of our Government, at once federal and nalional 1 1 
holdh out lo us B perpetual admonition 1o pre^ei~ve. alike, and with equal anTfcety, the 
right's of each individuBl 5 1 ate in itsov^n Government, Bnd the nghK of the whii^le nation 
in IhBt of the Union. WhBte^er t^ of domes! ic concernment unconnected wUh Ihe other 
membePi ot the Union or with foreign lancfc. belongs eAclu'iivel> to Ihe administrBtion 
of the Slate Government"^. WhBtsoever directly invoEves the nght^ and i nte rests of I he 
federalize fralernbty.orof toi^ign poweis, lii, of 1he i^sort of I bs Ge neral Government. 
Theduliesof bolh are obviou"^ in the gencrBF pnnciple though some1 imcs perplexed 
wkth difficulties in the detail. 
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To rcsfwrt ihc nght^ of Chr SlaCc Go^crnmcnC^ ]s the ]n\'iolabfc duty of thai of Ihc 
Untoji the Government ot every SiBtc will Feci LtsownubligiUon to respect inci 
preserve Ibw rjghff oflhe wKolc_ The prejudices c^cr^' where loo Lummonly enlertBincd 
a^ain.'il d isti rit strB rige r^ are worn ^-w^y^ Bnc1 the jeBlDW>be» of jaTnng tnlere'fU are 
iLJayed by the Lompusitiun ^rid rurKtion*^ ot the greal mtjoml cauncil^. annually 
b^sl' lub I ed from ilL quartepf ot tbte UnioTi at Ihi'f place Here I Ke di'f 1 1 nj^uL'f hed men fiom 
e very stc tion of o ur CDunlr> , while meeling lo deLjberile upon I Ke great ]ritere*iti of those 
b> whom I Key ^re depuled^ learn toe'f[]ma1e I he I b Lents, and do justice 1o the virtues of 
each other. The harmony oflKe nation is promoted, and iKe whole Unton j^ km I together 
b> the centime rits of muluB I re^ipecl, the habiU of 'K>c]al inlercouisc^ and Ihe ties of 
person bL tnendshfcp^ formed belween the represcnialivesof ]lsstverBl pBrts in 1hc 
pcrfurminee of their !ierv ice al thi^i mctn^pi^l]^ 

'Pi.'&Lng iroTU thi^ genera] re^jew uf Ihc purposes and injunctions of Ihe Fedcnl 
consul utton Bnd the]r re'full^, as cndiealin^ the Fiist 1 races of the pBth of duty in ibie 
d]^charge of my pubhc Iruht^ ] lurn lo the Bdminj^lrationofmy immediile predcce^'mr 
OS the "fecund ll has passed ^-w^y jn a pernvJ ot profound peace ho'A' much to iKe 
sitLsfictJon o f our counl ry . and 1o the htj no r of our c ounl ry\ name, ts tnown to you ill. 
Tbiegreal fealure*! of il^i policy in general concurrence wttK Ihe wil[ of the Legi'flaturc^ 
KB^'e been— To cherish peace wh]Lc preparing fordefenscve wir [o >]eld ei act ju-sl ice to 
o1 her n B tio n*^^ Bnd majnt^jn the nghls of our ov^n—1o cherish the princ]phe!i of freedom 
andequil rights, wherever the> "A^ere proclatmed— to d]schaigc, with jIL po^^ible 
pnnm p ti1 uJe, 1he UBtional debt— lo reduce wjthin the narrowest 1 1 mi ts of eff]c iency iKe 
nulitBry force— to improve lbieoig4n]Z4tbon and discipline oflKe ann>~to piovide and 
sustain 4 school ofmililary science—to extend equal pTDtectton lo all ihe gre^t in1eresl!i 
ot the nation— to piomole iKe civihzjtcon of the Indian Inbc^; and to pnjcecd to iKegreBt 
system or internal improvements v^ithin the limiff onhecon'fliluUonil power of I Ke 
Union. Under the pledge of Ihcfc pnjmise'i^ mBde by iKat eminent cil]zcn al the time of 
hsfiist ]nduct]on [o this office^ in Kis career ot cighl yeais Ihe inlernal tii^e^ have been 
repf jled; sitE> m i ll lon.'f of 1 Ke pubhc debt hive bf e n d isc hirged . provi'^jon has b^en 
made for the comforl and rclhcf oflhc aged and ind]genl among I bie surv kv i ng w « rnois of 
the Revoluhan^ 
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the regular armed force liB'i been reduced, and [Is constctution reveled and ptrfeclcd, the 
aceountabiltly far Ihe expe fkIj ture-^ of public munies has bten more eFFer1tve_ iKe 
Flondi.'f have been pficeabJy acquired and our boundary has bee ri exie nded lo the 
Packfjc Ocean, the i ridependence of 1 he "muEhern nalionsof ihh hemisphere ha.'f been 
recognii'.ed and recommended by exam[>Le and by counsel lo the po te m ales of Europe, 
progress hB*^ been niBde in Ehe defence of 1 he country, by fori i fie al ions and iKe tucrea.'fe 
of the n B vy— to\^' aret> the effectual sup pressio n of ihc Afncan traff]c i n si ave^i— i n allurtng 
the Bbon^LJiBl hunterv ot our laud 1o Ehe cultivation of Ehe sojL Brid of Ihe mi rid— in 
exploring the interior regions of the CJuiori. and in prepanng. by scientific researches and 
surveys, for the further applicalionof ournatiouBl resources ho the iriteruBl improvement 
of ourcounlry. 

"In thi'f bnef ou1 1 i ne of I he piom]se and performanceof m> jmmcd]ate prederessor. 
the I me of duty, torhjssucce'fsor. t'feleBrly delineated To puisiK' 1o the]reon'fummation 
those purpose "f of ] mproveme nE ]n our common condition i nstj t u1ed or recomme nded by 
hm, will embrace the whole sphere of my obL]gal]an To 1he topic of mlernal 
impiovement emphalicaLly urged b> him at hi*^ ]naugurBtion [ recur w]th pccul]ar 
sati'f faction [t js that fiom whtch [ am convim.ed thai Ihe unborn milL]on^ ot our 
po^leri1y_ who are la future age^ lo people thi'f continent, will denve their most fervent 
graE]tude to ihe foundeis of I he Lrn]on— that in which the bcnef]cen1 action ot lis 
Government will be most deeply fell and bc know ledged. The mB^nifjccnce Bnti splendor 
of the]r pubt]c works are Bmong Ihe imperishable gFones of ihe ancieni republics. The 
nnacfc> and aqueducts ot Rome have been 1he Bdmiration of all af1er Bges, and hB^'c 
survived lhou.^and.^of >eais atter bII herconquesls have been swb [lowed up in 
despoli'fm, or become Ihe spo]l of barbanans Somediversily of opiujon has prevailed 
wUh regBPil to 1he powers of Congress for legislBtion upon objects of Ihjs nalure The 
m(js1 respectful deference ]s due lo doubts. or[g]naljn^ m pure palnolism, and sustBined 
b> venerated Buthi^rity. Bui nearly twenly yeapf have pa'ised since Ihe construction of the 
fiisE UBtiouBL road wbs commenced The aulhoril> for l1s construction was then 
unquesUoned To how man> thoic>anct of our countrymen has U proved b b^ncfil'^ To 
what single individual has hi ever proved an jnjury? 
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Repeated^ libcrflF brcI cjTicl]dd['xu!^ioits m Tht Lcgishturr KB^'ccoruzEliit^l the 
sentiment^- brcI approximated the opinions ot cnt]ghtcnctl mLnck, upon 1hc qucition of 
(.orKUIutiojiBl power ] canm^l but hope 1bial_ by the SBmt pn^cwi"^ ot Friendly, palicnt, ind 
pcF^cvcririgdcL]bfr4lton^ all const! tul]onal objections weII ultimately be removed. The 
CTtem ind hmjtBtion of the pow^Pf of 1 he General Guvemmerit^ ]n relalion lo this 
trinsrcritlcntJy importan! Ln1eresl_ v^][l be "titled *nd acknowledged tii Ihccommori 
sitLsfictioriof alL andc^ery speculative scruple iv]ll bcsoLved by a practical public 
bless I ng 

"Fellow-citkzcns. you ire acquainted wilK the pe<.uliircLn:umstincesorEhe receni 
clecE]ori. wh]ch hive resulted ]ri afford] rig me 1 he oppt^d unj t> oJ addressing you it Ihjs 

ttme YoLi have heard iKe exposition of the pnociples v^h]ch will direct me in iKe 
fulnlmem oflKe high and solemn trust ]mpt>sed upon me in this sti1 ton. Less poH'fe'fsed 
of your confide nee. in id^ance than Bny oF my predecessopi, ] amdeepL> can*ic tons of 
tbH^ pnn'ipect 1hat [ shall stand more ind oftener in need of your j rid ul^nce Inlentjans 
uprj^ht Bnd pure^ b bteirt dc^ oted lo the welfare of ouFconnlry. and lKe unceasing 
applicalianaf iKc facult]es allotted lo me lo Ker service^ Bre il[ 1he pledges thit I can 
g]ve for the fBilhful perFormance uF the aiduoiE> duties [ am tu undertake. To the 
gij]dancc oflhe Legisliti^e councils^ to the ass]stanceorihe exccuhve ind subord]nitc 
departments; to Ihe rriendL> co-opentcon ot the respecli^'e SIbCc Governments, to ihe 
candid and Ljberil support oflhe people so fBr as i1 miy be deserved by hunest ]ndus1ry 
and zeal [ shall look fc^r vvhBteverstiLcess mBy altend my public service: and knowing 
thai 'excepi the Lord keep 1he cily. the wil4.hmBn vvBkelK but in vam ' vvjth ferveni 
supphcittons forHts fivor to Hisuvemiling providence E commtt, wilh humbhe but 
fearless conrtde Rce , my own fate, and Ihe future dest]nies of my counliy.^ 
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Tri entering upon iKc dc'K h j rgc of hi'f dulic: m^ Fzaidczkl Mr. .Adims proceeded to 
form hL^cabiJict by m^nunalin^ Hcnr^' CtBy_ of Kentucky. Sccnrtiiy of Slalc, R]ch4rd 
Ru'fh^ of Pcnn^yL^BRiJ Secretary of 1bc Treasury; Jbrii.^ EBrbour.of Viigima, 
Secrclar^ of War_ Samuel L South b ml. Sctretiiy oF the MBvy_ and Wm Wirt, Atlorncy 
G^Tieral. Thcs^ ^^'cre alJ mtn of ^iupenor laLerit^. of Iri^d ]n[egrit> Bnd faithfulness^ Brid 
^cJL worlh> the elevated poiiitioiiii to v^h]ch ibic^ v^erc<:aklcd. 
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CHARGES OF CORRUPTION AGAINST MR CLAY AWD MR. ADAMS--MR 
ADAMS ENTERS UPON HES DUTIES AS PRESIDENT-- V] SIT OF LA FAYETTE-- 
TOUR THROUGH THE UNETED STATES-MR ADAMS DELE VERS HEM A 
FAREWELL ADDRESS-DEPARTS FROM THE UNETED STATES. 



TKc election of Mr_ .^daiTL'f to ihc f>rcsiLlc nc y, \vbs a ^c^crcdiKBppoinlmcnl to chc 
fnciiLisorGcn. Jjck.'^n. As the I alter had rccck^cd a mBjority orr]ftccnflct1oral votc^ 
o^cr Mr. .Adims, il was corifidciitt> Bnticipatcd^ nay^ virtujlL> dcmaiKlcd th^t he should 
be elected by lhe Hou'ic of Reprc^cntalive'f Th]*i chcm il w*.^ ]n!i]*ited, wa^ in 
acconJance wtth the will of the people, as exprcs-^d jn the eleclorat colleges, ind to 
rcs^Lst it would be to viol ale the "^pint of the conslitunon, and tosel al no Light ihe 
f Lind B menl at princ]ple'f of our repubE]CjriGoveninient. A sufficherit reply lo thc^c 
po^ittoiw i^ found ]n the Fac1, IhBt Gen_ Jackson d]d ™jt receive « r?\ajonfy oF the 
electoral >oles. and hence b majonly of the pcopLe could rio1 be conE]dered asdrstnrig 
liJselecl]on The absolule trulK. sub^^equeritly obti]ncdon this point, was. ihBt Mf 
■Adam.^ hBd received more of the primiry vote^ of the people thin Gen_ JBckson. iritl 
thifi. according lo all repnblicBn principLeh, W4i± criththed to be considered the Fiisl choice 
of the cHi/en.^ of 1he United Stales. 
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The poftilionofMr CIbv. in 1hbscontK>C for the prcsidcnc> wi^i one of grc b t del ic ac> 
and dkff]c ulty He was prcc]!icly jr thit cntJdl [xi^turc^ thai, v^ h b to c r couiyf he mi^hl 
pupiuc he "A^uuld be subject lo mL'freprc^crititLon Brid ccn.'iurc and could not bul ra]sc up 
a ho^ t of c ricmic^. OriginilLy one of the fo ur c 4Tid]dalcs fo r the presidency, he fBiled^ by 
five electoral vote^ in h4>]ng a "furncccrit number to be one of the three CBrididBtes 
returned to 1b»c House orReprc^ent*lLves, of ^hich he w*.^ 1hen Speaker [n I his posture 
ot arr4]FS. L1 v^BS evident I hat upon the course wh]ch should be pursued by Mr. Clay^ Bnd 
bsfnend-'f jr the House^ depended tKeque^lion who should be eLecled Preside rit .\sMr. 
Crawford^ on account of I Ke cntical stale of h]E healthy w as considered out ot the 
qucslion, Mr. Clay was left to choose belweeri Mr. .^d^ms Bnd Gen Jacb^n. 

[r thi'f piw>ture oF affBiis, Mr Cla> ^iw, iKat however pBtnotic the princjpLe-^ on 
which bh: BLled^ ind however pure lhe motives by which he Riighl beyiiverncd in 
Riakmg h]s selectioR. he mu.'fl inevjtibly expose hjmselF to 1he severest BniniBdveistons 
froRi [he defcBted pBrt>. Bul he did Rot hesitile^ ]n [he discharge of whBt he beheved to 
be a solemn duly he owed his couRtry^ 1o Ihrow his jnflueRce ]n behalf ot the man whom 
he believed the best filled to serve thit counlry in lhe responsibLe offtceoflhe 
presidency. 
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Long before [l had been fon^^ccnsuch j con[]ngciic> ^ould occur he h^d cT[>rc'2^ hi!i 

want orconf]dcncc in 1hc ibjL]ty jnd fUnc^K of Gcn_ Jickion for the CTtcuti^c ch4]F But 
in Mr .Adiin^ he ^av^ a miTi ot the utnntst punty ind integnly of privBte etianeter—a 
"^hoJarof the ripest 4b]lities~asti1esmaii^ b dLplomaE]^^ ^ patnot ofuTique^ittoiied t^lcnls 
and uf lo rig cxpencnce ^ — one "A^hu h^d been eritnisted with mo'fl impurlanE publie 
interests by WBsh]ngton, .Ad*mK. Jeffcison, Madi^^^n bfuI Monroe, *nd aL^io hBd rccct^ed 
from Ihe^ie illustriou^i men e^cry mark of confide rKe~whwiC finnharity wilK the inlcrnal 
candilion ind Foreign relBtion.'f of tht Union wa'f unequalled by in> public m^n^ 
Between men^o dissimilar ]n Ihehrqualification.'f, how could Mr. Clay, with the ^lighlcst 
regaid lo the welfare of the riatiori, the clBim^orpitriolism, or iKedictHesorhi'^ 
confidence, he^]t4te 1a choose? He did nol KeMlatc SVitK an ] ritre p]d detenni riatjon to 
meel all con^^equences, he threw h]^ influence in bchaLt of Mr. .AdjnL'f, Bnd secured his 
efectJOR 

This decisive step, bs hBd been cLeaFl> foreseen, drew upon the head of Mr Clay [he 
severest censu res of I he *iupportepiof Gen. Jjckson. Mot]vesorihe deepeM pot]tJCi] 
corrLi[>t]ori were itlnbutcd to h]m They charged him w]th niBking b d^liberBte ^1ipulal]ori 
or "bargain" with Mr \dBniii. to g]ve his inHuence, on the understanding thil he wa'^ lo 
receive, in p4>nient, 1bte Bppointment to the stale depBrtmcnt. The undoubled object of 
thc^chBTge was to ruin Mr Cl4>'s future pn^'fpects. ind make capilal to 1he jd^Bntige of 
Gen. Jackson in ihe next presidential campaign 
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It implicalcd Mr. .\djni!i cquaMy ^^][h Mr CFbv ETlhc la[lcr h^d been "mcDmipt ^i^ lo 

offer hi'f "iLipport on 1t»c prom]sc of office, 1he Jormcr v^b!i quite asguclty ]ri accepUng of 
tenn.^ ^io vcria[_ There never w 4.^ a more bflieehBr^e igain^t Amc nr b n *i tilesme n— 1 here 
never was one more entirely de^niute of foundation or even KhBdow of proofs [t was al 
no time eon.^idered cntufed to iKeslighlest pBrticle of belief b> those who were al 
Wa^hin^ton during ihese Irarbaclions and hBd anoppodLinily of knowing the true "^lale 
of thing^i Bt Ihat time But tbtere v^ere miny thioughout the country, too ready to recejve 
such reporl^ jo rcgBrd to pubJir men. Bo1h Mr_ .\d*ms and Mr_ Cli> were greatly 
prejudiced b> this iJLegedcollibion--^ prcjud]ce which year^ did nol effice. 

This charge fiT3l appeared in a langcble fonn "fhorlly previous to the elcclion by I he 
HoiCte of Re p reseni al]ves, hn an anonymous Letler in the "Columbian Observer," at 
FhiladelphiB [l wi.'f "ox^n i.'^ertJincd 1o have been wrUten by Mr Kremer a member of 
tbve Houhe of Represent B ti vcs from PennsyL>Bnn_ Mr_ Clay inimedjaleL> pubJb^hcd a card 
in Ihe MBtionBl Inlelkgencer denying, jn unequivocal term.'f, 1he ilLe^alion, and 
pronouncing Ihe lulhor "an ]nramousrBlumnialor. ad^slaid, Bnd a liir^" 
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A rcwdi>'f jftcr thE^, Mr Krtmcr acknowfcd^cd hiin^iclrThc luthorof iKc lector ]n 
the "Cofijmb]an Observer." and piufcs'ieLl h]msclf rcid> to prDvc the corruplbons alleged 
wb»ercupori Mr_ Clay dcmaiHled thai Che House rai^ie b commiltee to ]nvcstigatr: the Lisc 
The committee was appointed; but Mr Kremer. on ground"^ of the most fnvotous 
description, rcftncd Co Bp pear before lhecommH1ee_or to turmsK a p*rticle of proof of 
Ibte 1ruth ot 1bte grBve isscrlions he hid title red— I hius ^jrtijaLL> acknowledging the]r 
"il anderous eh b rae1er_ 

Mr Clay be]ng in this miTiiicr denied I he privjtcgeor vindicBting his Liini>cence and 
"showing Ihc depr4^]t> of hs accu^eni, the jnatlerconttnued in in un'^ettledstBte until the 
nc^E prc^]denlial campaign ^hen il ^i.'f revived in j mure langibJe Jorin. and broughl lo 
bear Bdversei> to Mr ^dBms's administration and recLect]an in iU27, Gen. Jickson, in b 
lelter to Mr Cader Beverly, which soon Bppeired tn public prinl. made the Foliowiug 
^lalcmenl — 



■Early in January. i825_ a member of Congress of high respect ah iJHy visited me t>ne 
morning, Bnd obser^-ed Ih^l bve hBd aconuriunicBtion he wasnJe^injus 1o mike lo me; ihat 
he WBS informed there ^is b greit inlriguc filling on, Bnd thil U wbs righl [ should be 
informed ofn "*"*^^^HesBidhehad been infonncd by the FncnLk of Mr Clay, 
1hal the rriend*^ of Mr. Adam^i hid made ovcrlurcs to I hem, 'fa>ing. it Mr. Clay iTid his 
friends would unite ]n iidufMr \dBms'seLc(.l]an, Mr C[iy 'ihouid be Sec ret Br>' of 
Slate. I hat 1he tnendsof Mr ^dBms were urging as a reason to intlute 1he fnenffc of Mr. 
Clay lo accede to ihcirpropo^iUon, thai if] were elecled President, Mr Adams would be 
continued Sccrelary of Slate. I hat tb»e fnendsof Mr Cli> 'ilalcd the West d]d not wtsh lo 
"feparale fn^m the West, and jf I would say, or permit in> of my confident] at Friend-'f lo 
"i^y Ehit inci.'fe I were elected Pre^idenE Mr .^dams should nol becDnUnued Secrelar^' 
ot Stale, by « cumplele union of Mr. Cla> Bnd hts friendh. they would put Bneitd lo the 
presidenliil conlcst in one hour .^nd he wasaro[>in]on il wb^ nght to fight such 
]nlngtieis w]lh their own weapons." 
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On J sub^wqucrit sCBtcmcnE Gcn_ Jackson as^icrlcd chat tKcgcntfcman whocjlkd 
upon Kim "ailiK thc^c pruposi^acb v^bk Jimcs BLEhiiiBn. ofP^nnsyLvBriii 

This v^B*^ the K re riicr c Kaigr madt definite i n ci mjm.'f I anc e*^ and app]icat]un. bfkI hf 
well grounded- wbs ^uscepttblc of plain pruof On the af>pcirance of Chi"^ ^1 ate men! by 
Gen. Jackson, Mr. Clay came ou1 ^'Wh a posilivc denial lie said — 

"I neither mBd?, nor b uthiYrii'.ed^ nor knew of any pioposilion wKalever, to either of 
tbH^ Ibiree candidate*^ ^bK> \^'ere returned tu iKe iiouse of Repre^^enlalives^ 4t iKe iBst 
prc^idcnlial eicclLon^or to the f rce nd.'f of c 1 1 Ke r of I Ke m^ for the purpose of i nf I uenc mg 
the result of I Ke election^ or for any other purpose .\nd atl ilFcgBtion^^ in[]malions. and 
inuendoe^^ thai my vote on Ehit occasion was offered to be given, or v^bs jn fict given^ in 
cons]deritEon of any stipnlalionorundepf landings e impress or implied d] rec t or ] nd i rec t^ 
writlenor vertnl,— lha[ ] W4S, or thai any ol her pen^n \^'as not, 1o be Bppo]nted Secretary 
of Slate, or thai [ wbe or in Bny o ther m anner to be, personjlt> be ncfi tied,— ue devoid of 
all [rulK, and dcf l] tnte of any found Btion whatever." 

Here wbs adircci colliiiion belweenGen. Jackson and Mr Clay AH now rested wilK 
Mr BuchBnan His lest[mon> would either pnsstralc Mr. Clay, or place him. tn repaid to 
thi'f mBtler, be>ond Ibu: reach ot the Foule'fl tongue ot calumny [ndue time Mr 
Buchanan made hjs "^lalement, in which he denied, tn unequivi>caL language, h4^]ng 
made any such proposiUon to Gen Jackson In h]E e^pLBnatJon he 'fa>'s.~ 
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"T called upon General J Bcbio ri !^lcly as hE": fncnd^ upon m> ]ndi>]dual 
r«>pDii'fibiL]t>^ bikJ nu[ b*^ the Bgcn[ of Mr. Clay^or any other pcnwri I nt^er have be^n 
tht poll Ileal rncndofMr CLiy, since Kc became acirid]dalc for the office of Pre'fidcot. 

Unt]L ] ^B^ General Jack^Kin^ lelter to Mr. Bcveriy^ofEhe 6Eh ult., and a1 the "^Bme limL' 
^a'f irirormed^ by b tetCer Trom iKe ed][orof the Untied Stite^ TelegrBph. thil I "A^as the 
peE^OR to whom he atl titled, tKeeonceplion ne^eroEice enlered my heid thil b»e believed 
me lo be the a^enl ofMr Cli> or of hb rriencfc, or EhBt I had inlendrd lo propose to him 
tenn.^ ot any kind trom Chem, orlKal Ke could have 'iuppo^ied me lo becBpable of 
eTf>res*ijng the opinion thai "i! was nghl to figh1 such intriguers with their own weapons." 
Such asuppos]tiori. had ] enlert4]ned ]t, wou^d have rendered me exceed] ngl> unhappy, 
as there t'f no mBn on earth whose goodopbn]on E more valued thin thit of General 
Jjckion. ^ =^ "^ ^ =' ^ ^ ^ ^ E owe Ll to m> charBcter to make BntHherob-^crvBtion Elad I 
ever known, or e^ en suspected. EhBt GenerBl Jick^on believed ] had been*icnt 1o htm by 
Mf Clay or hi*^ friends, I "fhi^uld immediately have corrected h]s erroneou.'f impressjon, 
and thus presented the necc^isily for Eh]s most unpleasant e^pl*nBtion. •<•<•< ^ ^ ^- ^- ] Kad 
no authonty from Mr. Clay,orh]sfrtend.^, to propcHie *n> 1erm.^ to General Jack±iun bn 
relBtion tt> Iheir^otes. nordtd ] ever make Bny such propos]tion." 

TKisstJtemenC fuHj Bnd tnumphanlly exonerated Mr Cfiy. Mr. .Adims and Eheir 
friend.^, from the charge of "bargBin" jnd "corruptjon," wh]ch hBd been so boldt> made 
and w]dely disseminated The only wilncss everbroughl upon Che stind to support ^uch 
an allegBtion. asserted, m b manner the mos1 posil]ve Bnd d^c]S]ve, the entire innocence 
ot the pBTties implicBted. 
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Thai Mr_ Clay, ]ri chiDwing h]s influcncr in bchflff of Mr_ Adam":, was bul following 
out 1 miolulion fonncd Long be To re he had 4ii> opportunity of CDnimunkcat]on wilK Mr. 
.Adaniii orh]sfrLcrid'^, on the "fubjccl. is proved b> 1b»e following extractor* letter from j 
gcntlcmin ]n Lciiington, Ky , 1o Ihc edhtoisof the N^ttonsl [ n tel ligcnc c r. daled March 
2] IS25- 



"At chffcrcrit limci. before Mr CIbj- kft this pfcacc for Wasbiinglon la'it talk E had 
conveisal ions with him on ihc subjec t of the cKd]cc of a President b> 1he House of 
Re p rcseni B t]vcs [n ill of them he expressed himself as having long before decided ]n 
favor of Mr AdBms- in cai»e I Ke contest should lie belwecn thu genlleman and General 
Jjckson. My last ]riterv]ew w]Ch h]m wai_ I lh]nk, Ihc day before hi-s departure, when he 
wa'f still more explicit as il v^i^ 1 hen certain IhBt the eleclion would be trin^freTred to 1hal 
tnbnnBl, irid high[> probBble 1hal he would not be among the mimber relurned. In the 
course of IhisconvepfiUon, 1 took occasion lo expre'^ my senlimenis with re^ipect 1o the 
delicate and d i ffic ult c] re um'f I aoc e'f under which he would be plBced. He remarked thBt 1 
could nol Enore full> Bpprehend them than he did h]mself, but lhal nothing should deler 
Kjm TrDm 1hc duly of giving his vote, ind thai no state of 1 hi ngs could ari'ie thu v^onld 
justify him ]n preterring GenerBl J4ck>.on to Mr AdBms, or tndnce him to "support the 
Former So decisive- indeed, were h]s decl ar* tion.^ on I Kis s ubjec! , ihat hBd t»e voled 
olttcrwiiie 1han he did, 1 !itiould have been compelled lo regard him b's descn'ing 1hal 
spectci of censure which has been cisi upon him tor constantly Bdhermg 1o in cariy and 
deliberate rc^^liJl ion." 



It was ihoughl by some of Mr Ctiy's rnend'f, 1hal he erred in judgEnenI tn Bcccpting the 
office of Set re1 ary of S [ B te . as il v^ouJd tenul to stre ngttwn h]^ enemies in 1 heir efforts to 
fix upon him the charge of corruption. Among those enlerlBinirig thi's opjnion was Mr. 
CrBwfoml h I mself one of 1 he ihree presidenliil CBrididiles relurned lo the Houheof 
Rcprcienlalivcs Jn a letter to Mr. CIj> he sa^s.— 
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'I hope you kno^i' mc too "ftcll to "^uppo^c ihaC I ha^'t co uritcn b need thr chaise of 
corFup[]ori ^hich h^i^ been r^] tented agajn^il you The tnilK is^ I ap p roved of your vole 
"AihcTi ]t ^i^i g]vcn^ Brid should hive voted as you did between Jackson and AdanL'f. Bui 
candor CO mpclls mt to say ^ iKal [ disapprDved of your acc^pling br office under him." 

In rcply]ng lo this Ictlcr Mr. C\^y remarked — 

"] do. my dear sir know you loo well to siippo'fe th^t youc^crcounlenanced ihe 
ctiaige of corruption again'fl mc. No mm of sense lud candor— at icMni rioric I hat know 
inc—e^er could or did countenance il Your Frank idniiss]on IhBt >ou wouFd have voled 
Bsl dbd between Mr. Adam'f ^nd Geu. JBckson. accorct> wjth 1hc e^limBte [ have ever 
made of your inlelligeuce^ >our]ndepeudcnce, and your pilnolism. Nor am [ al aEl 
'fur|tri!ied.ordL'z>at]hfied^ wtth Ihe expFes>ion of >our opinion^ iKat ] erred ]n accepling 
the place wh]ch I now hold. ^- ^- "■'■'■•< y- The tnilK is. a'f I hBveoriensiaid, my condition 
wi.'f one full of em b arri.'&ments , ^hite^er WBy [ mj^ht bcI My own judgment ^i.'f rather 
opposed to m> acceptance of 1he deparlment of s1ale Bui my friendh~and Let me add, 
two of your t>est tnends. Mr McLinc of Del aw b re Bnd Mr. FoPiyl h— urged us^tiongly 
no1 Eo dechne ]t. It wb^ reprcscnied by my fnenffc. that I "fhoutd get nocredil for the 
forbearance, bu1 Ihat, on the contrary , lE wouFd be sakd thai my forbearance ^4}^ evidence 
of my having made a bargBin, Ihouah unwilling lo erecule u. "■"■''■ "^ "■' "^ ^- These ind 
other "similar arguments were pressed upon me; and ifter a week\ de liberal ion, I >]elded 
to Iheirfoice 1 1 isquile possible thai [ may hi>c erred ^ ^ ^ ^ " " § shall, it teast, hi>e 
no cauhe of self-repn^Bch " 
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In 1S29_ after Mr Adflms had retired firtni the Prt^idcntEBl chflcr, ]n reply to j IctCcr 
from a committee ot gcntJcmen m Ne\^' Jcrycy, who had Bddress«J him_ he "^pokc of Mr- 
Clay B"^ foliowsi "Upon htm the fouler! slandcni have been showered Long known ind 
afiprecialed^ mi^ "^ iiccc4>s] veiy a member of both iiou^e*^ of your nalionil Legisliture, as 
the ujin vailed Sf>eiker, ind at 1bte ^ame tjme mo^l efficberit ieaderof deb^les in one of 
tbtem as in BbLe andsucce^^ful negotiator of your inlere^U^ ]n v^ar and peace. w]th 
Foreign poweis^ ind as a po^^'erftiL candidBle for the highe^l of your Ini'fU^ 1he 
def>ar1ment of stale Usetf wa^ j stal]on whjch by ]ts be'ito'A'al could confer neilher profct 
noT honor upon htm. but upon which he hBii ^hed unFadmg honor, by the manner tn 
whEch he hBS d]scharged ils dnUes. Prejudice ind pass]on have charged him wUh 
oblaininp ihBt off]cc by bargi]n and corruption- Before >oiJ, my Feilow-ctlizen"^ in ihe 
presence of our country and heaven [ [>Fonounce that charge lotally unfounded Thi'f 
tnbuleof ji^lice is due From me to him. and ] scire with pleasure theop|>or1un]ty 
afforded me by your lelter of d isc hirg] ng the obLigaE]on As to my motives for tendering 
to him Ehc depart meni of stile when ] d]d^ let that min who que'f l]ons them come 
Forwiml let h]m look b round among "flBtesmen and legi'flatopf^ of Ihi'f nUton^ Bnd of that 
day, lei him 1hen ^ielee! and nBme 1he mBn whi^m by his pre-eminent laLents, by his 
splendEd "fcrvjccf, b> h]s ardeni palnotj^m. by his iJ L-e mb rae] ng public spirit, by his 
fen'fcd eloquence tn behalf of the nghLi Bnd liberties of minkiEid, ind b> his long 
eiipcriencc in ihe jftBirsof the Union, foreign ind domestic, a President ot the Untied 
Slates intent only upon the welfare and honor of h]s country, ough1 to hBve preferred to 
HENRY CLAY Le1 him name the min and then judge you, my fellow-citizens, of my 
motives." 
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When Mr. .AdjTn^ was on j tour in [he wc^ilcrn SCitr^:^ ]ri [he fall of ] S43^ ]n 

addressing iKc chiirm^riof the cummitlcc of h]s rercf>tiori. al M4y'^>]lle^ Kenlucky^ he 
S4id: '] thank >oiJ^ "fir. far I Kc o[>portiJiii ty you hive ^l^cr me of "^ pc b k i ng of 1 tie grc al 
Matcsman \^'ho wi"^ B*i'H>c]aled ^'\\h me ]n iKe *dm]nL^lrat]oriof iKeGenerfll Govemmcnl, 
at my e^mc^l !iolicLlal]*>n, who belong?: no1 to Kcniucty *lone, bu! to the whofc LTnion, 
and v^ho js not only an honor lo this SiBtc. and this nalion^ bul lo niBnkind. TKechBrges 
to wbuch >DiJ refer, after my lermor^erv]ce had expired, Bnd H wis proper for me to 
spcBk- 1 deii]ed before iKc whole counlr^' And I here reiterBte and re-afFtrm thai deii]al, 
and a'f I expec! shortly to appear before m> God, to answer for the conduct of my whole 
life_sKoLild iKese chirgcs have found their wjy to iKe Ihrone of eternal ju.'fnce. E WELL m 
the presence of OMNIPO 7^ WGE pronounce Ihem FALSE " 

Before 1hc world Mr_ Clay jnd Mr_ Adim.^ "fland icquHted of ihe cilumny which 
their eneniie'f endL'avored, wUh in industry worthy a bf I ter c au.'f e to heap upon iKem 
The hislory of Ihe ir country will do lhem Biuple justice. Their riamcf "fhall "ftBnd upon it^ 
pB^es. iJLuni]naled by i welL-eamed Fame For palriol]^m and tBilhtuI de^olion lo public 
intcrcMs, when those ot 1heir accu-^er^ will be lost ]n 4 merttedoblivkon. 
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Mr Adain!^^ having entered upon hcsdune": ^i^ Preside nt of the Unilcd Stites, 

prcfccutcd thcin ^ith ilL thai diligence ind indLfitriou'f Bppltcalion whjch was one of the 
l»d]n^ch4rBclcrLstJ(:saf hts life. CJnBv^cd by the uppos]tJun and 1hc misreprc^cntiUon'^ 
of Kis polttfccat eFtem]es^ ^nd uncarruptcd by the power and influence 4t hi'f coritml, Ke 
pupfued the e^^en lenarof hi*^ wa>^ hBving 4 ^jnglL' object ]ri vtew^ lKe piomolionof the 
welfare of the people uver w hum he hod been called to preside. 

[r the meantime, [he Kearl oflKe nalion ^'3^ being Mirred by old and valued 
reminiscences LA FAYETTE,— a heio of the revoEulton— 1he cumpanio ri of Wi.'f hi rigton- 
-whose blood had enriched American soil tn defcRce of American freedom—had 
expressed a wt^h Id re-vh'f i t one e more, before depBFl]rig life, I Ke scenes of Kiseirly 
!ilru^^es and well-earned glone'f Th]s inl]matEon was firril gt^eri in iKe following letler 
to Cot. WiLlel. an old friend Bnd Tel low-soldier of La Fajetle, who w*.^ 1 hen still liv]ng in 
New- York 



"Paris, July 15, IS22. 
"My DEAR S[R"— ] av*]f myself of a good oppod urn [> to remind >dij of your old 

friend Bnd fellow-soldier, in whose heart no t]me nord]stancecBri abate the palFiotic 
remembrance and peraonal *fFec1ton^of ourrevolnUonary times We remain bul too few 
Eurvnopf of thai glorious ep<Kh, jr v^h]ch I he fale of two hemispheres has bee ri dcc]d:d. 
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[t i^ BR additconjl monitor lo think more of I Kc l]fsorbiTtllicrF> fn^ndf^hEp whirK united 
Li^_ May ]t be in m> power before [join our dcp*rteLl companions, 1o vi'iit sleH ot tttrm 
uii are "iIiLJ LiihBbi tents of Ihe Lrji]ted Slates, and to tell you pePii^nally, jn> dear Willel, 
how 4ffeclionaleL> 

1 im your sincere friend, LA FAYETTE." 

Intelligence of Ihis des]re to VE^i1 America hBving reached Congress, resolutions were 
passed placing « Goveminerit ^tiip at hjs disposaL:-- 

' Whereas 1tial d ist] ngu ished cKampioriof freedom, and heroof our Re^DlLJt]on. ihe 
friend End a^aoctBte of W asbimglo ri. the Marqu]^ d^ Lb Fa>et[e. a volunteer GenerB I 
Officer ]n our Re^olutionBry War has expre'ised an aoT lous de'f ire to vj^il thi'f country, 
the ]ndependence of which hjs valor, blood, Bod treasure, werr so instrumental ]n 
achieving: Therefore— 

'Be Ll Resolved by Che Senate and House of RepresentaUvcs of the Untied SCBtes of 
AmencB. tn Congrcs'f assembled. That 1bte Prciident oJ the Untied ^tBtcf be reque^lcd Id 
communicale lo the Marqujsde La FiyeEle iKeexprcs'^iDn of those seni i ments of 
profounjil respecl , grain uJe, Bnd affecl]onale altBctimenI, which Bre cheri'ihed towarct 
hjm by the Government and people of iKiscounlry. and to as'iure Kjm iKat the e^ecnthon 
of Kls iv]sh and tntenl]on Id ^]siI thE'f conntiy, will be hailed by the people and 
Government wtiK palriol]c pnde Bnd joy. 

"And be ]t J urlbwr Resolved, ThBt iKe President of I Ke Un]Eed Stales be rtquested to 
ascedam From the Marquis de Lb Fa>ette. Ihe t]me when ]t will be most agreeable for 
hjm lo perfonn h]s visil, and Ihal he offer to iKe Marquff a conveyance lo thi'f countiy in 
one of our nalional sKjps " 

La Fayette modestly declined thi'f offer of a pubhc sh]p He sailed fn^m HBvre ]n the 
packet-sKjp Cadmus, accompamed b> Kisson. Geor^ WasKinglon La Fa>ctte, anti 
arrt^ed tn New York on Che 15th of August, ] S24. 
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He^ rcccptmn Bt Nr^i" York wa^^subFim^ BmH brcllianE ]n ihc txlrcmc. The meeting 
bclwccR La Fi>ctlc,€ol_ SVL]lc1,Gcn Van Con I ind Gen. CLirk-^on andoEhcr 
rcvoliJTiDn4r> worlKit^, was htghly affccUn^ He knc-w thcni iJL. Aflcr Ihc ccrcnmny of 
cmbricing ind (.on^ralulitLoiTi \^'crc over. Lb F*>ctlcsal down by tKcscdc of Col _ 
WitJcl "Do >ou remember." sblJ Ihc colonel, "al the bBElle of Monmoulh, I "Aias i volun- 
teer aid to Gen ScoH'^ I "^aw you tn the heBt of bBtlle you v^ ere bul a boy^ bul you "A^ere a 
scnou*! andsedite lad_" 'Aye, lye," retuFFKd Lb Faye1te_ "[ reme mber wel L And on 1he 
Moha^^'k [ sent >oiJ fifly FridiaiL^, Bnd you wiole me thai they set up ^uch a yelE 1hal they 
t Tightened iKe BnU'ih hi^ise^ Bnd they ran one wa>, and Lbie Indians anolher " Thib IhcEC 
veteran so Idle n> "fought their battlei> o'er aga]ri " 

Fiom New York Lb Fa>ette [>rocecdedon b tour 1 hroug Ko u t iKe Un]ted Slale^ 
Everywbwre b»c wa^ rece]ved Bnd honored. ^^ "THE NATION'S GUEST." For more than 
a yeBr_ bii^ journey was acomplele ovation— a f>erpetujl and "iplcndtd pBgeanI The 
people appeared del I no u^ WLlhjo> Bnd v^Jth Bni^iely to Kail biim grasp biim by the Kand^ 
and shower atlenlions and honois upon htm The grat]tude and love of aJL person*^ of 
every age, sex, and conditcon seemed hardly to be restrained with]n bounds ot propriety 
.\s he passed IhrougK the counlry , every cil>, village, and hamlet, poured out its 
inhabilanis en iJ\Gsie, to meel h]m Celebnttons, piT>ccssio ns , d]nneis, i I luminal ions, 
bonftres, parltes, bBlls, 'ferenade'f, and reioic]rigs ot eveiy descrtplion, attentlcd his way, 
from the momeni he set fool on the Amentan soil, nnlil biisenibarkal]on to return to hu± 
RBtive France 
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The hcBrff ofthc pcopit ]n chc mci^t di^lanl parts of the Wcittm Hcm]sphcrt wcrt 
waTTTicd and touched wttK the biorior^ pBbd h]m in the UnkteJ StBtcf. A Ictlcr wnltcn al 
thai tjmc from Biicnos A>rcs. SByH— "] have jLfct rcce]vcd ncw^paptPi from the United 
Slates, infonnirig me of the magniftccn! rccepnonofGen Lb Fayctic I hBve nc^cr read 
ric v^ "ipapc r?i "a^ l1 h ^ uc h exqui^i] tc det]f Kt b^ Ihe^tf; and I f]Fml> beheve 1herc never "a^ a'f so 
I ntc res tin^ and^Lonou^ Bn event in the civiltzed ^^'orld^ iri^hich all ela'Ziesof people 
part]cipBtcd in Ihc ^ncraL juy. a'f on lKisocrB!i]on There i'i ^a as^iocution of ]de4.'f 
conrieeted ^^'ilK thi'f event thai prudtECf ]ri my soliI crruUions ] cannol eTpre'iS. and f]FI^ 
my Ke*rr w]th such grateful recotlections 4S I cannot Forget bu! w]th my eTislence. Thai 
ten m]tlionsorsouls^ ic tutted b> pure senlimenLs of grBtitudc Bnd f ne rid^h] p . s Ko uld 
wtlhone ^o]ce pronounce iKis individual [he 'Guest of the h'at]on^' Bnd pay him the 
highest honois Ihe citi7ensori free UBtion can offer, is ^n eveni which must c\cl1c I he 
astonishmerit of Europe^ jnd show the ineslim^ble ^alue of libert>." 

]ri June. IS2^. Li Fayelte ^]E]led Eoslou^ and on the I7lh day of I Kb t months it be] rig 
the arim versar> ot the bBtlle of Bunker Hill he pjrlLcipatcd in the ceremony oriaytng the 
corner slone of 1 he monument ]ncommemor4lLon ot thate^erit^ on Bunker HjII Dunng 
bs tour 4 1 Ihe e^sl^ bte vis]ted tbu: venerable ex-Preside rit John .\dams^ at Qutncy 



LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 177 

But ihc time forh]s dcf>arru redrew near His journey had extended as fjrnouth a'f 
NcwOrltBrw wc^l Eo St_ Loul^, JMrtK and cast 1o Mis^achu-^ctL^. Ht hfld f>as*i«l ihroLigh. 
or ti^ucKcd^ New York, New Jcnic> Pcnns>lvanLB DcLBWirc. Miiryland, Viigima. North 
and South Carolina. GcorghJ^ Alabima^ Loij]si4iib^ M is!i]S!i] p p u Mi'isouru T^nnc^sfc, 
Kentucky^ lllinoj^. [ndiBna^OKio^ ConnccticuC Rhode EsLind and Mas^Bchuhctl^ 

A new frigate, the E randy w]FtF named ]n honurof tht gallant c\[>Loitsof Gen. La 
Fi>ctle al the bBtllt ot B randy wjnc, wi^ pnj>jdcd b> Congress 1o convey him 1o France 
[t was deemed appiupriate thil btr "fhotiLd lake finil Feave of the nation at Ihc "^ at of 
governmcnl m WB*ihin^ton Presjdrnl .AdimK invtted h]m lo pass a few wccbi in Che 
president I mBnsjan Mr AdBriL*^ had been an inUmate terms with La Fayelte in hi*^ 
yomh. with whom^ ]t js "^Bid^ he v^bs b marked favorite. During hissojuurn at Ihe c4p]loL 
he VL'filcd e;i-Prcsjdcnls Jcffeison. Mid]Sion. and Monroe, *t Ihcir several pi ices of 
residence 

Hav]ng paid his respects Co these v e nerated sage^, "1hc N axon's G iiesl " prep Bred lo 
take hisfin*! depirlure from the mnJst ot agriteJuJ people. The 7lh of September, 1825, 
was rheday appainledfor laking leivc 
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Aboul 12 o'clock^ iKc offlccisof iKcGcncnl Govcrnmcnl_c]vil mcl clary. End naval. 
togtlKcr wtiK the aullioriE]fsor WB^h]ngton, George to\i'ri_ and ALeiiandriB- wilh 
mu 1 1] tucle^ ot cl1 liens and s tringc n , asse mbLed in iKc President's tioictc La Fayette 
entered the gr^H tiall in ^jLcnc^, Jc4ii]ngan the M4T\h4l of iKc D]strict, BncI uncofltic 
sons or I he President- Mr Adams Chen w]th evident emotbon, but ^I'lth muL h dig m t> End 
Firmness, addressed Kim jn the futlowirig terms — 

"GENERAL LA FAYETTE It hi^f been iKegood fortune of in any of m> Fellow- 
eel uens. during ihe couise of 1hc >ear no\^' elBpsed. upon your amval at 1hcir respective 
places oF abode to greet yon ^ith iKe weLcomeof the nation. The less pleading I ask now 
devolve'f upon me, of bidding you, ]n the name oflKe n^tEon, ADIEU! 

"]t ^I'ere no longer "feBsonflble and ^^'ould be "^ upeif I uoib, lo recapilnlale iKe 
remarkflble incidenff of >onr early I i Fe— i rc tde rits vvhieh a.'fsu^. i ated your name. TaFlnnes 
and reputation, tn imperishable connection with the independence and hislory of the 
NorlK American Union. 

"The pirt which you perfonned al that importani juncture wb*^ marked with 
charactepf "lO peculiBr. that, reBlii^mg lFie fajrest tBble ot antjquil> iL^i parBllel could 
scarcely be Found in Ihe anthenlic reconisoF human history. 

'Youdelibcralely and pe iscven ngl y prtferrcd toil, danger. Ihe endurance of every 
harcth]p, and pnvalionof ever^' comfort, in defence of a holy cauhe, to inglorious eB^e. 
and the allurements of rank affluence, and unreal rained youth, at ihe mosi "splendid Bnd 
Fa^LinBting caurt ot Europe. 

"That thff choice wbe not les^ wf^e than magnanimous, the "sanction of half a cenlujy, 
and the gralnlalions of unnumbered voices, all unable lo e^prc^ the gralitnde of ihc 
head, with "A^hich your vi'fil lo this hemisphere has been welcomed, affond ample 
demonstration. 
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"When ihc conlcst of f rctdnm to ^I'hirh you had rtp acred as j vo I unCBry champion, 
Kfldclo^icd. by the complcic tnumptiorhcrdu'^c in lh]SLOuntr> of your adoplian, you 
rcturiiE^d to fulfil 1ttf Jul i cf of I Kc phtlanlhrop]^1 and patrtot, in tht land of your nativity 
There in « consislcrit and u ndcv 1 41 tng c arcc r of fody yc^Pf, >oiJ hBvc mBintBincd, 
through f^cry vtcis!i]ti3dr of altcTTiBtr succc^ and di^Bppoinlincnl, the "fi mc glorious 
causf 1o v^hjch I he firM years ot your aclivc Life had been demoted, the improvement of 
the irioraL Brid political condfctkon of man. 

"Throughout ihal longsucccK^ion of time, 1hc people of the Untied SlBte^, for whom 
and iv]Eh whom >ou have foughl the bailies of liberty, hBve been living tn Ihc full 
po'fsessiun of i ts fruits, one of the hBppie'il ami^ng I he faTTiil> ot natjun^. Spreading ]n 
population, erilarg]ng m territory; acting ind suffering accoiding to ihe condittou of their 
nBture. ariLl la^jng the roundat]orb oF the grealest, Bnd, v^e humbl> hope, the most 
benenLCJil pt^v^cr. thBt L-ver reguJaled Ihe (.oncerrti oF miJi upon earth 

"]u thai iBpse of forl> years, lhegeueral]onof men with whom you co-operated m the 
conn]cl of ann^, has Tie arty passed away Of Ihe generB^ officers of the American ann> 
in IhBt war, you alone 'iurvive. Of ihesage^ who guided ourLouncils. of the warT]on> 
wht> met ihe foe in Ihe netd, or upon the wi^e. with the eiiLcplion of b few to whom 
unusual length of dBys hB^ been allotted by Heaven, all now sleep wilti their tBthePi. A 
succeeding, and even a Ihinil gener^Uon, hBve ^nsen to lake their plBces, Bnd their 
(:hfcldren\ children, while nstng up 1o cill Ihem blessed, hi^e been laughl by them, as 
well B*^ admoni'fhed by their own constinl enjoy ment of freetfc>m, to tncludc in every 
benison upon Ihe ir fathers the UBme of him, who came from af^r with I hem ind in I heir 
cauhe lo conquer or 1o fall. 

"The uni^en>aL prevaleiice of ihese senlimenis wasstgnjlt> manifested by b 
reso I uEion of Congress . representing 1t»e whole people, and ill 1t»c StBte^ of Ihi^ Union, 
requesting the PresidenI of the CJnited Slates to communicate to you ihe i.'&urances of 
the grBteFul ind affeetionBte atlachment of this go>ernmenl and people, ind destnng EhBt 
a national ship might be employed, at >oureonvenLenLe, For^our passage to ihe boideni 
of OLircountTy. 

"The invjtBtion wjs transmitted Co >ou b> my vencrabfc predecessor, himself bound 
to you by Ihe strongest lies ot personBl fnendship himselfone of Eho^e whom ihe 
highest honopf of his countTy hBd rew aided for bkood eart> ^hed in her cause, and for a 
long life of devotion to her welfare. 
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E> h]m I Kc Acrvicfs of J naE]anal sh]p ivcr^ placed al yo ur dispo^ b L Yaurdcl[cac> 
preferred a more privitc convcyincc, and a full year hi.'f clipped ^incc you lindcd ufion 
our "^horc"^- [t wcrt ^iCBrccly an cxap^r*tion losay iKbE n Jib"^ been lo the pcapic oF the 
UnEon a ycarofunintcrrupled feslivily *nd enjoyment, ]nsp]r«l b> >oijr presence You 
KBVt Iravepied the tv^erity-fourStBte^ of Ihi^ great coriFederBcy— you hjvc been received 
WLlbi riplure b> lb»c ^urvtvopi of >ourear]ieM compiruons in Brms-yoLi have been h*jled_ 
as a loug-Bbserit parent, b> their l tiiJd ren, 1he men and women of Ehe preseni age ind a 
ii*iMiL:generatJt>n_ the hope of fu1 ure lime_ en num beis !i urp ai"^] n^ che whole populalionof 
Lbi^l Jay \^'hen you foughl at tbu: head ind b> the "fideof iKekr Forefuheis, hi^e vted ^ith 
tbH^ "^Bnty remrianff of Ihat hourot trial in iccLBmalionbof jo>, al beKoldiTig 1he fice of 
Kjm wKoiu Ihey feel 1o be 1he common benefactor of all You have hcanJ 1he mjngled 
vo]ce'f of 1he pisl. the present and the future age , join] rig in one uni versa] chonc>of 
deLjgKt 4t your Bpproach and 1he shouts of unbidden Ihou.'iind'i, which greeted your 
landing OR the !iO]l of freedom, have followed e^ery step of your wiy. ands[]tl resound 
like Ihc riEh] ng of m J riy wjters, fn^m every corner of our l*nd_ 

"You are now Bbout lo relurn to iKeeounlry of your birth— of your BFKe^CoPi— of >Dur 
pollen! y The executiveGovernment of iKe Union, stjmuLB ted by the SBme teehng which 
KBd prompted the Congress to lbiede'fignaE]onof i nat]onal '^h]p for your BccommodBlion 
incom]ng hi I her, hi.'f dcf 1 1 ned lKe fir?i1 ^en'bceof j frigate, reLentt> launched a1 th]s 
metropo] fi, lo the Ic^ we [come, bul equ4ll> d]^ttngu]fihed tni'fl, oF convey] n^ you home. 
The nime of the ship hB!i added one more memoriBl todf^tBot regions and 1o future ages, 
of a stream alrcBdy memorBble al once in the sto ry of your suf fen nf> and of our 
independence 

'The ship ]s now prepared for your recepMon, *nd equipped For sea. Fiom the 
momeni of her de p arture , Ihe pra>er?i of millions will Bscend lo heaven, thit her passBge 
may be prospcrou"^ and your rclurn lo the bo^iom of your Family is propjtjou"^ \a> your 
hBf>p]ncs*i as y<>ur visit lo thih sceneof your>oulhful glory has been to Ihat of the 

AmencBn people. 

'Go then, our beloved friend return lo the landof brilliani genius, of generoic 
scniiments, of hero]c ^bIoh to I hat beautjfuL France, Ihe nursing molherof lhe Iwclflh 
Louis, and the foudh HenTy , to 1he nBti^e sojh ot Bayard andColjgne, ot Turennc and 
Catinat, of Fenclon and OWgucssc au ■ 
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[r thiT [IFusCnau^ calaFogur of namc:^ which she clacTn.'f bs of her ch] Fdrr ri. and wilh 
Konci! pride hoLcis up lo the admirBtion of other nalians. the name of LA FAYETTE Ka^ 
already forccntunes b^en cnroElcJ And il shflll henceforth burnish ]rito brighter Fame 
for^ Er]n after di>'f^ b FrerKhmin "fhilL be diLed tu irK]]CJte the character of h]s riaE]ori by 
thai of one ind]vidual. during lhc Bge in which v^c l]ve^ I he blood of lofly palnoti^m ^h^lF 
mantJe in hischL'ck. the fire uF Lonsc iou"! virtue sh^lL "^pirkle ]ri hise>e. and he shiJL 
proROURce 1b»c JiBmc of LA FAYETTE. Yet we, loo, and our children in hfe, ind Bfter 
dealh shBll ttBim >oiJ for our own. You arc oura by th^t ntore 1han pitriolic "^elf-dcvo- 
tton wilh which you Hew to the aid of our Fathers at thecnsisof Ihcir fite: ours b> thai 
long series of ye^Pf ]n ^h]ch you h^ve cherished w> hn >Dijrregaid: outs by thit 
un^hilzcn ^cntimenl of graliEnde for your services, which ]s a precious pon]oriorour iri- 
hcrUancc ouis by IhBMie oF Love, stronger 1 hen dcB Eh, which has hriked your nime, for 
the endtes'f Bgesoftime, wilh the name of W.^SHEWGTOW. 

"A 1 1he pBinful momeni ofparttng fTDm you, we like comfort in the thought that 
wherever you mBy be, lo Ehe li.'fl pulsa^onofyour hcBrt our country wiJL ever be preseni 
to your iftcclioFb. jnd a cheering consolalion i.'&ures uh thil v^e are reU called lo ^ottdw, 
most of all, 1hal we shBll see your fice no more We shilL jnduLgc the pleasing 
antJcipBtioriof k>ehold i ng our fnend igBin. In the mean time, speaking in ihe n^meoflhe 
whote people of Ihe Lrn]ted Slates and 41 a Iosk only For iBnguage 1o give u tie ranee Eo 
thai feeltng of atlachmerit wilh which the tH^^n of Ihe nalion bcBts, ^n bcaLi I he heart of 
one min-l bid you a reluclani and affectionBte FAREWELL" 

Al the conclusion of this Bddress Gen. La Fayelte replied as follows:-- 

"Amidsl all m> obhgBtion'f to [he General Governmenl. and pBrl]cularf> 1o you, sir, 

it^ respected Chief Migj*itri1c, ] have nujM thBiiktully to acknowledge 1he opporlunily 
g]ven me, 41 thjs solemn Bnti painful mi^ment, to pre^icnl Ehe people of ihe Lrn]ted Slales 
wUh a pBrting tribute ot profound incxpreEShblegnthtuds. 
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"To havf been in thr infaTiT aiidcril]cjl di>': of These SCBtc: adopted by them br a 
favorhleson. lo have pBrticipBtcLl ]n the triat^ jfkI periJs oFour un-^poltcLl 'ilruggle tor 
I ndepc ride ncc , frecdDTn. and equBL rj^hfi^ bikI in 1he roundiUon ot the Amcrj4.Bn en of a 
new '^>c]al ord^r whbcK has already pervaded this^ ind muM. for the dign] l> Brid 
Kappinc^ of mankind^ 'fL£ce^E]vely pervade evcr> part oF the other Kc m^f phere ^ 1a have 
received^ al ever^' stige uf Ihc Fe^olLition, and during forty yeBr\ Bfter thit penod^ firtm 
tbH^ people of the Uniled SiBte's and Iheir Representatives al home 4Tid abruad^ contiriuB[ 
marks uf Ihe I r confidence ^rid k i ndnc'z>.— ha'f been Ihc pndc, the encouragement^ Ihe 
suppod oF a long and e^eritrul life 

^'Eut how couFd ] find -woiA to acknowledge thit series of weico mes^ iKoec 
UTibounded and universal displ4>^ of public affect]on^ ^^'Kieh have inarked each "flep^ 
each h(Jur_of « 1 w e Lvc rruj rith\ progrc"^^ ihrt^u^h the t^^-enly- Fo u r Stales, ind which. wh]le 
they overwhelm my hcBrt "AiUhgrilerul di^li^ht, have mo^l sat]'^tBclorily evinced Ihe 
concurrrricc of the people in ihe kind te^t] monies in lhe immense favors bestowed on 
me by lhe severBl branches of lhe ir Re presence tt^es, in c^ery pad and it Ihe central seal 
ot the coniederBcy? 

"Yel grail fie al ions sUlL h]gher4W4Jted me. In the wondeis of c real ion ind 
impiovemenC 1hal have mel my enchanted eye, in the unparalleled and ^clf-reh hBppinc&s 
of the people in I heir rapid piosperity ^nd ] nsured securi ty^ public Bnd priv^le^ ]n a 

praclice of good order the appendage of true freedom, and b nalional goo^l sense^ lhe 
final artiiterof bLI d i fTicuLl i cf ^ ] hBve hid proudly to recogntze 4 resulc ot the republican 
princ]ple'f for which we have Fought^ Bnd aglonoici demonstration to the mo'fl timid ^nd 
prejudiced minct>. of Ihe superiont>, o^ e r degrBd i np *nstocrBcy or despol ism, of popular 
irtitUution"^, Jounded on the plijn righlv oJ man, Bnd where Che Local rj^hts of e vc r^' 
"^ectjon are preserved under a con^lilutionBl bondorun]on The cheri^h]ngof EhBt union 
between 1he StBte^, b"^ it has been 1he tBrewell enlrealy of ourgreBt pBtemBi WB-^hjngton, 
and wjU ever have 1he djjng prayer oF every American palnol.so il has become Ihc 
sjcFed pledge of the em^ncip^lton of the world an objecl En which E ^m happy Id 
observe thBt 1he .\mencin people, while the> gjve live Bnimiling example of 'fucce'&ful 
free j rb1 U u tio n'f , ]n relurn for in evil entailed upon them by Buiopc and of which a 
liberal and enl ighte ned sense is everywhere more Bnd more geiieraHy felt, show 
tt^em-^elves e^ery day more *nx]ously mlerested. 
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"And noi^ ziz^ tio^^ can ] do justice to mydcc[> and 1 1 vcl y f cc I i ng'f for tht B^'funncc^^ 
mos1 fwrultBrly ^bIuclI of yourK>tccm brcI f ric mil'^hi p _ for>oijr'io ^cry kind rcftrc rices 
taotd tLmc!i— to my bclovtd bs^iCK. ] alc*i— to I he v lc is!ij tudc^ ot my liFc, for your affcc[]rig 
p]clLircof 1hc blcs>i]nf^ poured, by I Kc several generations of iKc American people, on 
the re mai m ng d4> "f of b delighCed veleran; For yuur ^tteclLonate remarks on thi*^ SBd hour 
oJ separiUon— on the country of m> b]rth full. [ e an say , of A menc in ^ympilbiics— on 
the hope, so rieccs'^iTy to me, of my seeing igBin iKeeonntry thBt hi.'f deigned, near a 
hBLf B Lenlur^' igo. to call me hera'* [ sKatI conlcnt myself, refraining fn^m ^uf>erflLi;>us 
rc[>el I tjo ns , at once, before you. sir, and this re^ipeclcd 4.ircLc. to pnjcLiim m> cordial 
confhnn alio ri of e^ e ryo rie of I Ke seni I mcnts whic h I hive had dBily opportunities publicly 
to uHer. From the t]me when >our^erierib]e predecessor, m> old biolKer in arms and 
friend, trin^^mitled to mc Ihe honorable in>]titton of Congress, 1o th]s day, ^I'hen you, m> 
dear "fir. whose tnendly conroeetion wUh me dates fnjm youreirlies! youth are gojng to 
cons]gn mc to iKe prolecl]on, across the Atlanlicof the hen^jc nitionBl flag, on bo^rd the 
splendid "fhip the name of which ha'f been not The lei.'fl finite ring 4 rid kind imong the 
numberless fB vors conferred upon me 

"God bless >oiJ, sir, ind all who sunound us God bless iKe American people, each of 
their Slales. and the Federal Government Accept lh]s palriol]c fBrewell of an 

overflowing heBrt. 5uch weII be lis last 1hroh when il ceBses 1o beBt." 

.^ Ihe lisl sentence ot 1he tBreweLl was pronounced. La F4>etle advanced and look 
PresidenI .Adims ]n hts ^rms, while teBrs poured down Kis venerBhlL' cheeks. Ret] ring a 
few paces, he wbs overcome by his reet]ng^ and igBin returned, and falling on the neck 
of Mr. Adams, e^clBimed m broken accenis, "GixJ bless >ou^" It was aiiccne 4t once 
Eolemn ind moving, bs the sighs and teaisormin> who wilnessed il bore Icstimony. 
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Ha^]rig rtcovcrtd hi^ self-possession- Ehc General stretched out hcs hands. End w bs in j 
mo men! surrtj u ridcd by I he greeting oF the whole issembly, \^'ho preyed upun hjm, 
each eager tose]:'.e, perhaps furlKe last lime thil beloved hand "AihicK^is opened so 
freely for our aid when iid ^^'asso p[ec]OLis, and ^^'Kich grasped with finn and 
LindeviJting hold Che steel which so brBvef> helped to *chie^e our deliverance. The 
erpression which now beamed from the face of this ex a I led mm ^is of the Finesl and 
moM touchjog ktnd. The hero W4S Ias1 lti tbte father and ihc friend Dignity melted into 
subdued affection and I he fnendof Wa'^h]ng[on seemed to hnger wtlh a TnouTntuI 
dehght Among the ^onsofhis adopted cotinlTy. 

A considerable penod was then occupied in conversing whth vanous indi^jdual^, 
while refreshmenls were presented 1o I he company The morrient of dep arlure al length 
arrived- and having onte more pressed the hind oF Mr_ .Ad*ms, he enlered the baiT»uche, 
accojnpanied by the Setrelaries oF Stale, ot the Treisury, and o\ the Mavy_ aiKl passed 
from Ihe (.ipitaL of the Union. An ]mmense procession accompanied him to I he bants of 
the Polo mac where Ihestcamboi! Moun! Vernon *wa]ted to convey him down the river 
to the fngile Erint1>winc The whole scene— Che peal"^ of adilleiy the sounds of 
numeroiTi mililary binds, 1b»c presence of the vast concourae of people, and the occas]on 
thai assembled them produced emotions no1 easjLj described- but which every American 
head cin readily conceive 
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■^ chc strBmboal moved off. the dctpc^t silence wj^ ob-icrvcd fry iKc wKolt mul^Eudc 
thai Lined the shore The fcelinp> thil p^rvided iKcm was thBt ot Lhildrcn b]ddLiig 
farewell lo a venerated f>aren1 

When I he boat came oppo'^ite 1he tomb of W asKi nglon , at Mount V'eTnon il paused 
in tl!i progress. La Fayette aro^e_ The wondeis which he had performed For a manof hi^ 
age^ ] n s Lict. e'&f Lilly accomplishing I b bo rs enough lo have lested ht'i meridian vigor 
whose iiumiUon rBther resembled 1 he spring 1han 1he winlerorliJe. nov^ "teemed 
unequal to ihe lask he wbs about 1o perfoim— to late b Lbs1 Look Bt "The tomb of 
Washin^Eon^" He advanced to 1b»e effort. A "ftlence Ihe most jmpre^isive reigned around^ 
tiJL 1bte "ftrBinsofsweel and pLBinlive music compleled I Ke grandeur and sacred so I em m ly 
of the "^cne. ALI hearts beal in unison wilh the throbbirigs of tbte veteran's bosom, a^i he 
looked, y^^r Jftt fa'il fj^i^. on Che sepulchre v^ h]c h con! ai ned the asbwsof Ihe fiiM of men? 
Eie "fpohe not, bul appeared Ab^iortied in Ihe mighty recohlc4:tHjns whjch the place and ihc 
oecA.'fion inspired. 

Aflcr lh]s scene the boBt resumed Us course, ind the nert mom]ng anchored m 
sifeE> near Ihc Brandjwinc Here La Fijctle took leive oF the Setrelaries oF Slale, ihc 
Tii^isury and Ihe Navy, jnd the guests who had BLCompBnted him From SV ishi riglon, 
togelher wilh many m]L]t4ry and nivBL ofticcrv and emineni citizens whi:^ had assembled 
in vanous crafls near ihe frigBte to bid him farewell 
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The ^I'calhcr h^d bctn bo]'ittiT»us and rBiny, butjusC ai thr arfccting'iccnc hflcl closed Ihc 
sun burst Forth lo cheer a "fpeeticLe ^hich ^'\l\ long be reincmbtred. and foTmed 4 
magnLf]cen1 arch. rcBchmg from shore to ^hiirc— the baique ^hich \^'a*i to bcar1b»e 
venerable chief bchng ]mmed]alc[> jn Ihe centre P ro p i l]ou> o men ' Heaven smEl«> on I he 
good de«t> of me ri5 And ]f e^er there \^'a*i a "lUbLjcne and vinunu^ aclion lo be blessed by 
heaven and adm]Fed by men^ i1 L± when 4 free aEidgrilcrul peupLe unkte lo do hurior to 
their rneritl and benefactor' =" 



NitEonal Inlellcgericer. 



CHAPTERIX- 

JOHN ADAMS AND THOMAS JEFFtRSON-THEIR CORRESPONDEWCE--THEIR 

DEATH-MR WEBSTER'S ELrLOGY--JOHW Q- ADAMS VISETS QUEWCY-HtS 
SPEECH AT THE PUBLIC SCHOOL DEWNER LN FA^EUEL HALL 

The pitriBFchs JoKri ALl^rrui andThi^mBK J cffcntori stil I lingered on 1 he shur«> of time 
The former had Btlaincd the good old *gc or^O ycani_ and Ihc lBtlcr^2. Mr^ -^dBrrui the 
vcntrabic co mpanio ri o F the cx-Pr«>Edc rit^ died in Quiruzy^on I he 2ftth ot Oct ^ ] i^lU^ 
aged 74 >cais Alchough^ Bmtd Ihc ^ariow> [lotitical strifes thiough which thc> hod 
pBSKcd during Ihc halFccTilur^' they had lakcn proin]nFnl parff in the afr4]ni of Ehcir 
country^ AdanL'f and JcFfeiyun had trcquenlly been arrBycd irioppo'fitc partjcs^ 4Tid 
(cherished many ^icwf quite diss] mil ar, yet Ihrir pri^Jte fncnckhtp anddtcp attachincnl 
hod been uribrokcn I1 conlinutd to be chtrishcd ^ith generous warmth to the end of 
their days Thi*i plct^ing Fact, logcthcr with Ihc v^ondcrFul vigor of their m]nt1'^ in 
eitrcmc old age is proved b> the J ol Lowing ] ntc re^ti rig correspondence betv^cen 1hem, 
which ti>ot place four yejra before 1 heir dccc asc:— 
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MR- JEFFERSON TO MR. ADAMS 

"Sfitfiticeno, June I, ]S22- 

"]t in ^cry long^ my dcar£ir^!^incc I have writlcn lo >dij. My di^^localcd ^^Ti^t i^ now 
become SD "f^ff^ Ihat ] write 'flDwl> and v^]th p^in^ End therefore wnle mi^ liltFe as I can 
Yet tl [hdue to mutual rneiHt>Kip^ to ask once m b ^h]le Kow we do? The papeni tell u*^ 

thai General Slarke is off, *t Ihe age of ninety-Chree ^'^'^'^'^^ still li^es al flbout iKe same 
age, c heerful , sle rider mi^ b grasshopper, *nLl ^io much w][houl memoiy thai b»c ^iCBrcely 
rccDgii]/es 1he inembeis of his househoJd An intjmate rnendDrh]E called on Kim, not 
long since [l w i.'f diff leul 1 1o mikc hiin recollect "a^ bio he was md "fitting one hour, he 
tuLd h]m Ihc samciilDry Four times uver. ]i± I his t]fe?~WLth LBboiingstep 

To I read our fo rmer footsteps'' pBce Ibic round 
EterriBl?-to beat and bear 
The be B ten trick— [o see wKbC we have seen 
To tiMe (he tBsted— o'er our palates to decani 
Another VLnla^c?" 

"It is, at niD£l, but rhe life of a cibbBge, surely not worth 4 wi'fh. When alJ our 
faculties have len,or are Leavtng us, one by one, SLghl_ bicinn^, me mo r>' _ eve ry avenue 
of pleBS]ng sensBtiori is closed, and Bthumy, deb]hty, Brid malaise lefl in iKeir places, 
when tbie tnendsorour>oulh are ahl gone, and a gcnentbon ]s risen araund us whom we 
know nol, isd^ith an cvil'^ 

"When one by one our lies are lorn. 
And friend from friend fcs su b tc K'd fo rFom; 
When mm is left alone to mourn. 
Oh, I Ken, how sweet it fcs lo die! 

'WbH^n Irembling limbs refuse the]r weighl. 
And films slow galhertng djm iKesighl. 

W Ken clouds obscure iKe mental t]gKt, 
'Tis nature's k]ndest boon lo die[' 



"] reiJLy iKinkso I hivee^er dreided a doling old age; and m> health has been 
general L> so good, and is now so good, thai [ dreid il Mill. The rapid d^clme of my 
sirength dunng the tBS1 w]nter. bias midc me Kope somel]mes, thai [ see land. During 
summer, I enjoy its temperiture, but [ shudder it I he ippn^Bthof winler, ind wish ] 
could sleep iKrougK il, wjth iKedormouhe, andonh> wake with him m spring if ever. 
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They say thai Starke cauFd walk abouE Ki;^ room ] Bm lold you ^'3.tk ^clF brcI rcTmly I 
can only r»cK my garden, and I hat ^Hhhccbiblc Taliguc. [ tllIc. tiu^cvcr^ J4]L>; but 
reading is my dckghl I "ihuuLd wi^ih nrvcr to pul pen to paprr. jnd the more bccauhcof 
tbH^ lF»cttFiTtus [>ractice "oimc people havc^ of publi'^hLTig one's Lc tiers withouE leave 
Lord Min^neLd dct-lared ]t b b reic K of [ni'f I . and puni'fhible it law. [ Ehirik il should be a 
pcnilentjary felony^ yet >oiJ wfciL have seen thai they have drawn inc out jnto 1bte irenaof 
tbH^ Ticws[>ap[:ni AH hough I know il is Idd I ale forinc to buckle on the armor of >DiJth^ 
yet m> indignBtion would riot perm] I me pi^istvcly lo receive the k]ckor an ass. 

"To relLirri to iKe news of Ehe day^ it seeing Ihal the cannibBtsofEuTDpe are going Id 
eal one mother Bgatn. A war between Ridsja Bnd Turkey ]s like the balUe of the kite md 
snike^ whichever destroys the other, leaves a de^l royer I Ke less for the world. This 
pugiiBcioLis humor oF mankind "^cems lo be iKc Lbw of hi*i nalure, one of iheobstacfes to 
toogrcBt multjplitalion, provided in the niechini*iniof I he universe The Locks of 1 he 
Ken- yard kill one auolKer, bears, bulls, rams, do 1 he same, and the horse la hts wild Mate 
kjLJs all the young males. unl]l, worn down with age arul war, some vigi^n^us youth kjIK 
hjm. ^ ^ '■ "■ =" ■" I hope we shall prove how niiKh happjer tor man 1 he Quaker policy is, 
ami thai the lifeof Ihe/^^^^^ is better than thai of Ihcjighlef. And ]t ]ssomeeonsolal]on 
thai the desolation by these maniacs oJ one pan oflhe earth is Ihc means oF improving t1 
mother pads. Lei the ] alter be our office; and let us milk iKc cow while the Russian 
hold^ Ker by Ihe ht^rns. and ihc Turk by the lail. God bless you, Bnd give you health, 
sirength, good spinls, Bnd as much of life as >ou Ihink worth hav]ng 

THOMAS JEFFERSON." 



MR ADAMS" REPLY 

"Qiiificy, JdJHtf II, IS-:-:. 

"DB.\R SIR —Half an hour ago ] received, and iKis moment ha>e heard read for Ihe 
thind or fourth lime, the best lelter thai ever was wntlen by BnoctogenarEBn. daled June 
Isl. 

"] have not sprarned my wrist, but bolK my arms Bnd harHls are so overstrained thai [ 
cannot write a hne 
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Poor Slarkc remembered nolhing^ JTid couFd Talk of nathirig but iKc battle of Bennington^ 
KKKKKKKK ]*i not quite 'io reduzed. [ Linriol mouni my horyc, bul I can walk ihrce miles 
D^cr a rugged, rucky Tnouiitairi and h^^e d[>ne it wilhin j months yd ] fcel^ wKenhiUfcng 
in my cKBir as if I could not nscoul of il. 4Tid when n^en. a'f if [ could rio1 ^'ulk Bcros.*^ 
the room M> ^igKt i^ ^er^' dim_ he* ring pretl> good. mcmor> poor enough 

"T anfiwer > our que^il lon^— Is de B th m eviP El is not m evil [t ]s a blessing to Ihe 
Individ LIB I Brid to Ihe worJd^ >et "Aieoughl riol lo wi^h rDr]l, tdf life becomes 

I rei up portable. We muit wait iKe pleasure bfuI conveii]ence of iKe 'GreBt Teacher ' W]nlcr 
IS as terrible to me as lo >oiJ_ [ am b I most reduced in il to iKe hfeof b beiror a lorp]d 

Ew allow. E dimol reid but m> delighl t'f 1o heir others read^ and I ta^ all my tnends 
most unmercifully md tyF4im]cilt> Bgain'fl their consent. 

"The iss has kicked in vain ilk men say iKedull iii]mal has mi^ised the mBrt 

"This globe js a Ihe aire of wbf, ][s inhBbitBnts are all t»eiT»e^. The I] tile eek in 
vjoegir. and ihe iTi]malcules in pepper- water. E beheve^ ire quarrelsome. The bees arc as 
warlike as the Romans. Russians. Bnlon^ orFreRchmen. AnU^ calerpilEir^, andcBriker- 
worms ire the only Iribcs Bmon^ whom E ha>e not ^ieeri balttes ind HeBven itself, it we 
believe E~Ei ridcx^'f ^ Jews.CKrist]ans^ and MiKomelans. ha'f nol alwi>'f been it peace. Wc 
need nol tiuuble oursehves Bbout iKese lKinf>. nor fre1 ourselves bcciuse of evil doers^ 
but safely tni'fl the 'Ruler wt1h hff skfccs.' P^orneed we dread [he approach of dotige. let 

II come if U muht -^ -^ -^ -^ -^ -^ ^ itseem.^, st]ll d^hghts bn h]s four stones; and Slarke 
remembered lo the la'fl h]s Benniriglon^ ind e Mulled tn h]sglor^^ the worst of I he ev j I is, 
thai our friend*^ wilE "puffer more b> our imbecil]t> 1han we ourselves 



'In wishing for your twMlth and happiries^^ ] am >cry 'ielfish for I hope For more 
leltcpi. This i"^ worth more thin five hundred ckj liars to me. J or it has already given mc. 
and w]ll conlinue togh^e me, more pleisurc than b thousand. Mr Ja>^ who is Bbout your 
age^ ] am lold^ e^pertences more decay thBR youdLi 

"E am > our old friend^ 
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TKiscDiTcspondcncc cicitcd aCtcnlian iriEurof>t_ The cdiEorof Che London Morn]ng 
ChiDn]clc prefaces it wUh the following rcnurk^:— 

"What B co^l^a^t iKc follow] ng corrcspondc ncc of 1hc two nval Prcs]dtnls of the 

grcal«it Republic of the worid rcflecling ah old igc dedicaled lo v]f1ijc. Ic m|)f r^ncc^ and 
ph] roso[>biy ^ pre'ieTH^ to Ihc heirt-sickcmngdelails. occaMonallydi^icloscd lo u^^ of the 
miserable bejnf> who fill the thrones of I Kc continent There i^ not. [>erh b t>^ . one 
EDvercfcgn of the coritiricnt^ "A^ho in any hcithc of the word ciri be said to honor our nature, 
while many mike i£> almo^l a'fhinicdorit. The curl ajri I'f seldo m dra'A' n a'fidc w]thoiJt 
exhibiting lo u^ beings ^^'orriout "aiiiK vtciocE> indulgence diseased in mjnd. if not in 
body, the creatures of caprice ind ]nhensit>i]ily On 1he olKer h^nd s]nce the tonndBtion 
of the American Re[>ut>L]c^ thechBkrhB^ never been filled E>y a man^ for "a^ hose t]fe Ito 
siy the leB^KI 4n> AmencBn need once lo blush 1 1 mirit^ iherefore. be ^iome 
com[>ejisa1ion to the Amencawi for iKe ib'f ence of pure monarchy ^ iKat when the> look 
upwanii iKe^reyes are not always Fnel by vcce, *nd meBnness^, Bnd ofCen idiocy." 

John .\d ams jo] ned his feHow-cHuens of Quincy, Mbss. in celeb raE]nf ihe 4lh of 
July^ IS2J^ al the age of SS yeais Being cilEed upon for a loast^ he ^ave the follow ing:~ 

"Tbie ejccellem President, Governor, AmbBs^idor, and Chief Jibtice, JOHN JAY, 
whose nBme by accident, wi^ not suEhiC ri bed on 1he DECLARATEO^ OF 
[NDEPENDEWCE. as itoughl to hBve been, for he v^bs one of its ablest Bnd fBithfullesI 
supponeis — A iiplendbd 'ftar_^iii±t "icttjng below iKc horizon " 
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] t would be difCicaU fsaid iKcBof^ton PaEnotJ fLJf> todc^cnbc iKc dtlicBtc manner ]n 
whbcK th]*^ toa'fl ^i^i rccc]\'cd ind riotEccd by iKccDinpany I nstr ad of lo ud ace I Jin atjunh , 
w htc h !i ULC ceded ihcolKcr loB^iti- l1 v^b-^ Followed b> ^iofl and interrupted interjections 
and as[>LrB tioTL'f ^ b^ ]f CBch ind]Vfcduil wasca'ft]ng uf> an cjACLiUlur^ [>raycr. Ihit iKc Iwo 
I LJ uh1 rLou'f sagcf m]^ht pi^is Ihc remBindcrot thc]rda>'s in tr4Tiqijillit> Bnd ei.'fc and 
Finally be landed on the bli'i^Ful stiuresof « happy elernHy 

]n September, 1325, President Adams. wiCh hjs ramil>, left Wi.'f hi ngtun, un 4 visl1 to 
h]s venerBble father, al Quincy Me 1 ravel Led without o'flentation and e'fpeei4ll> 
requested thit no pubhc d]splay in]^tit be mm] Tested At Ptiil ade I phc b . Mr^. .^inui wis 
taken ill, jnd the Pre'fident w as compe I led lo proceed without her This v]sil wi.'f ot "ihod 
duration Called bBck lo Washington b> publte affairs, he left Qu] nc y on iKe I4lh of 
October. 11 VtB^ his Li-^l mlervLew on earth with hi'f >eneraled parent- The aged patnareK 
had t]ved lo see hi*^ eountry enianc]paled fium Joreign Ihraldom, ]t'i inde[>cndenee 
acknowledged, its union eoFKumm aled , ht;^ prospenly and perpetuity resting on Bn 
]mnxtv4b]e foundation and hff sonelcvaled lo the h]^hest off]ce in its^ifl [t wis 
e nought H]s wort atcompl isb^enJ— 1 Ke book of h]seven1fuL Itte wrjtien ind "pealed for 
]mmortat]t>~he v^bs ready 1o depart ind be i1 p^ice. 

The 4lh of July, IS26, weH long be memorable for one of Ihe most remarkibLc 
eoEnc]dences thai has ever tiken pliee in the hjstor^ ofnUtons 1 1 wi*^ 1he fiftieth 
B nnt^ e rs B r^'— I he "JUBILEE" — of Amencin independence' Prep b ral lorti had been mide 
IhFoughn^ut IbH^ Union, tocelebrBte the da^' wilh unusuil pomp and disphBy 
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John Adams ind TKo mas JcCTcr^ion IibcI both been LTi>][cd to pontic cpjtc ]n ihc ft'^nvcTcc^ 
of the OLCi^iori. al Ihcir several places of abode But 4 higher summons 4^4] ted thcin! 
tb»ey were bidden la j "jubtlee" above, which sh^lL have no end? On 1hal halF-(.en1ury 
anncversBry oF Amertcan Independence. a1 nearly I he same KouraF the day, 1 tie spin ff of 
■Adams End Jeffepion look the]rdrpBrtijre Trom earth" Am]d the rcjaicinfji oF the people, 
tbH^ peals of 4nLller> the "flrainsaf music, the exuUaliuns of a great nBtion in Ihe 
enjoyme n t of freedom, peace, and hBppiness. Ihcy were relcBsed frum I he lo][^of life, 
and allowed lo enter on the]r rest. 

The one virlually the mover, the ol her Ihe Trimer, of 1he immortal Declantion of 
[ ndependence— I he }■ h^d 1ogel her shared the dangers ind 1he honopiof the revoLutton— 
had served their counlr> in V4nau> important and re^ponsi ble c ap ac ] ties— had bolh 
received lhe hi^hcM honors in ihe gif! of theirfellow-c]ti:^ens— had lived to see 1tic nation 
to which 1hey issisled tn gjvtng b]rth Bssume a pioud "ft b rid among 1he n^tton^f of 1he 
earth— her free inMilution"^ framed, consolidated, trted, and mBtured— her commerce 
ho^ercngover all sea^i— respected abioid u ruled, piospen^us, hBppy al home— wha1 more 
hBdeirth in store J or them'* 
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Togclhcr ihcy had counscHcd— loticchcr chcy Kadd^rcd (he power of j proud and 
powerful Gove rnmcm— together thc> had lojLed to biJ]Ld up agrcBE End prosperous 
people— togcl her 1 hey rejoiced ]n the !iuc(.e'a> \^'ilK which 4 wi-^c andgiHHJ Provbdcnce had 
crov^ued the]r labors— and logether. on their country's natal day^ Jinid iKe loud-'f^^'elling 
acci am atiou'f of 1 he "n^lEonil jub][ee^" the 1 r freed sphri ts ^o ared to hght jnd glory Above! 

The venerable ex-Pre^ident Adam'f h^d been fBhling Tor'fr^eFal days before Ehe 4th of 

July [n reply to br invitalion from b comni]t1ee of the cilizen^ ot Quiney. lo UTi]te with 
tbtem ]n celebrating tbte f]ft]elh annivep^iry of American ] ndepeude nee , bte hBd wntlen 4 

note, trom which Ihe following is in extrBct — 

"The pre'fent feeble ^late of my heBllK will not pennil me lo indulge iKe hope of 
pBTticipBting wi1h more thin my bc^t wishes^ in the joys, and fe'^liviUe'^ and Ihe solemn 
servjce^ ot thai day on ^^'hieh will be completed the fiflielh ye*rfrom H"^ birth oF the 
independence of tbu: Untied 5tate^: a memorable epoch in the Bnnals of the human nce^ 
detuned in fulure hfflory to fonn the hnghleiJ or the htact.^'il page, accordfcng to ihe iec 
or the Bbuse of tho"^ polilicBl in'^liluUon.'f by which 1hey "fhalL ]n t]me to come, be 
"^hiped by Ihe humin mind." 

Ecing ^hcited for a toasl. to iccompBny the letter, he gave- "IN DEPENDENCE 
FOREVER[[" He w« Bsked if any th]ng should be added to it Immediately he repLjenJ— 
"Nt?I awofd^" Thi"^ 1oast wa'f drink at 1hc ceLebral]on in Qumcy. aboul fifly mhnulcs> 
before IhedepBrture oF the venerBted slalesman from eadh 

On ihe morning of Ehe 4th, whbch wi.'f u.'fhered en b> the nngingof bcllh and fin n^ of 
cannon, he wis asked hf he knew whit di> il wiii?— 
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"O yt^," he replied, "l1 l^ the gloriuic> fourCh of July— God blc^t^ ill-- God blcMi >oiJ bII55" 
[r the course uf Ihc day he » Bid, 'I I hs i grcal andglonoEFi day " The la'fE ^ordh he 
uttered were. " J effcnio n surv ]vci5 " But I Kc tp i ri t of Jcffe raon hfld already Icfl the boLl>. 
and VrB^ Kovcring o>er Ehe firth, lo accomf>any hi^i 1o higher and bn^hter stcne^ of 

Mr Jefferson hod been !ierui]ble fo r some di> "^ , that Kis Li*^! tiuur wbs at hBnd He 
converted wilK Kis f4niiL> and friencfc ^ith I he ul most composure, of hisdepBrture, and 
gave directions concerning hi*^ cc^ffin brcI his funeral. hJe w as cksLK^u'f I hat 1he I alter 
should take plice it Monticello, ind thai l1 should be wtthout iri> dispLi> or parade On 
Monda> he inquired lbieda> of the month'^ Being lold it wa^ the 3d of July, he expre'fsed 
an eirriest desire IhBt he mighl be 1 1 Lowed lo behi>Ld 1he Jighl of the rieTC dBy— Ihe ftftieth 
anniversary of Amencin independence H]s prayer wis hcanJ Bnd answered. He beheld 
the nsingof thai sun on 1hc niom]nguf lKe4th ^hich v^bs tosel on a nation mourning 
the los'f of two of lU noblest benefactois. and its bnghlest omimenfi. lie waschceri~uk to 
the last- A di> or two previous, be]ng in greal patn, he said 1o hi^ physic] an— "WcIC 
doctor, a few hours more, Bnti the slrufglc will be oven" 

On ibic nHtming of the la.'ft day, i.'f iKe physic]an entered biis ipBrtment, he said, 'Yon 
see, doctor, I am here yel " On b member of his Family expre^'fing anopin]on thBt he wbs 
be Her, he rephed, withevidenC ]mpal]ence— "Do not imagine for i momeni Ehit I teel the 
hmalLcst sokcilndc as to the result " 
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Somc individual prc^cnl utlcnng b hope Tha[ Kc might wrzovcr^ he ask«J wclh a "fmil^-- 
"Do you Ihink I tear to die''" Thus dtp b rtcd Thomas Jcffcraon. Hl^ last wards wc re— " [ 
r«>Lgn ni> soul to my God, and m> daughter to my cuunlryV 

Prrsidcnl J. Q Adams rccci^]rig LiilcLlL^enLC Bt Wi'^hi rigtun of 1 Kc ilFncs'f orh]s 
falhcr_ started immcdntcly rt>rQuinc>_ Shortly before irnving at BBlltmore, tidings 
reached hiin thil the pain in: h had gone to his rest Mr Ad b Ens pursued his jourrie y ^ but 
d]d not BTFE^e al Quincy in "feBson to be prenerit it ihe funeril Th]s took place on the 7lh 
of July il ^4}^ Btlended by b l*rge body of c]t]zeiw, Bs^embled from the suriDundi rig 
region- The funeral services took place at the UntlarianchunzK tn Qutncy.on wh]ch 
occisioR an impressive discourse was delivered by iKe Pastor. Rev Mr Whitney. The 
pB[l-bearcrv wen: Juilge Davi^, President Kirkland, Gov L]ncoln, Hon_ Mr_ Greenleaf. 
Judge Slory. and Lieul Go>. Winlhrop. During 1bte e;ierc]ses and iKe mi^ving of the 
pn^cession^ ni]nuEe gun.'^ were fired fiom Mount WaJlislon. and fn^m various eminences 
in iKe adjoining town^^ bikJ every mark of respect ^bs paid to Ehe rem b i ns of one who 
filled ±iO high a pLice in the h]stor^ of his country ind the regard of hi±E feLlow-citizens 
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On ihc 2dor AugLEt^ Mf Wcbslcrclcli^cr«J b rulogy on Ehc dcjth of Adam": jnd 
JcfFcrson. before the cHy aulhorjtjcsof Bo^ton^ ind b vast bod> of pcof>lc in Fincuil 
HjIL_ Prc^jclcnl AdBnis wis present. It \^' as one oJ Mr_ Wcbsltr's iiios! eloquent Bnd 
Eucc«t£>ful atlcmplE. lie commenced is folLo'A's ~ 

"This t^ in unBccu^lomcd spectacle- For I he firsi time, fc I low-c H i zc n*i badges of 
I110 u I n I nj; sbiro LxJ the columns and overhang the arches of this hall ThciC ^ilL*^^ "AibiicK 
were consecrated, so Long Ago, to the cakceof Amencin liberty^ which wjtnc^ised her 
infanl slruf^Lcs and rung v^Jth 1 he shi:) u ts of hcreariicfl victories^ pnxzLiim m^^^'. thit 
d]stiiigij]shcd friends and chajnp]on^ of thil gre^t cause have fatlen 1 1 ts right that it 
should be ihis. The Icars which Flow and ihc tionois Ehat ire pi]d^ when ihe Founders of 
the Republic die give hope thi1 Ihe Republic itself may be immodat. [t is tit thi1 by 
pLibhc a'fscmbly and "^lemn ob'icrvance. by iTilbtein and by eulogy^ we commcnioralc 
the ^crv]cc^ of national be nefac tois_ exio I I heir vjrtucs and render Chjnbi to God for 
cmtnerit bless] n^.eirly gi^en and lo rig coni] nued to our floored counlry 

"ADAMS ind JEFFERSON ire no more, and we ire t^isembled, fellow-cctczens, ihe 
aged, the ni]ddLe-a^ed and the youn^ by the sponlaneou'f impulse of all. under the 
authi^ri ty of 1 bH^ mijn]cipBL government with Ihe presence of the chief magi^lratc of Ihc 
commonv^calth, ind olhers of its officii reprcsentitives the ijn]veisLly. and 1he learned 
soc]elie'i, 1o beirour pari in ihe^e minifestation'^ of respect and^ralilnde. wh]ch 
un]vePiilL> pervide the Land ADAMS and JEFFERSOM are no more. Onourfiriielh 
anni vcpf iry. the gjeal rial]onal jubtlee, in ihc ver> hour of public rejo]cirig. m 1he mid'^1 
of echo] Rg and ]^-echo]ng voices of thBnksg]vtng, while their own nimes were on all 
tongues, ihey took Iheir tlighl together lo the world ot "ipinff." 

The CO nc lusion of Mr_ Webster's eulog> wii; equally tinpress]vc: 

"Fellow-chtEzens I will delairiyou no longer b> Ihff ri]nt and feeble tnbulc to 1he 
I n i£i1 riou'f de ad Even inolhcr hands, adequate jii'ft]ce couLd no1 be performed, within the 
linuff of this occasion Their highcM, Iheirbcsl praise, i^i your deep conviction of the3r 
meri1s_yoiir affectionate gratitude For the]r labors and scn-bces 
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[t i'i nol my vo^c^ it I'i iKisccsananof ardcTury puj^uiti. [hi^ Brrfs[]ngof all Btlcntiori, 
those soEc mri c c rcmonic^ . and 1 his crowded hou^it which spc^k thc]r tulogy Their fBmc, 
indeed Essafe. Thai t^ no\^' trcBsurcd up, bc>ond 1hc reach of ace idem Although no 
sc ul [>tijrcd marble shuuLd nsc lo the]r meTnor>'. nor cngrBved stone bcarrecoid To their 
deeds, ye1 wjLI their re membra fkc be as Lb^Uti^ b*^ the land I hey honored. Marble 
coluinii'f niBy, indeed, moulder mio dust, lime may erase ill impre^'f froin the crumbl]ng 
slorie, bul the]r finie remaEns, for with Amencan liberty it TD^ie, and w]th Amenciri 
Itberty only cin il perfc'fh. It ^I'Bi the li.'fl swelling peal of yonder c Ko i r— 'THE [ R BODIES 
ARE BURIED [N PEACE. BUT THEER NAME LEVETH EVERMORE'" EcBtcKlhat 
Eolemnsong, I eehi:) thit lott^' strain of Tune rat trtnmph^ Th^ir naij\^ fi\^lh ev^tfmore.' 



"11 caririot be denied, but b> lhose ^ho wauLd d]spiJle B^ain'it the "lun, lhal with 
AmencB. and ]n America, b new erB commerKe'f in human BfFair^. Thi'f era is 
d]stingiJ]sKed by free representative go^ e rnmenls , by ent]re relig]OLC> libert> b> 
impn^ved ^>'flems ofnalionil iritereourse, b> b new Ly- bw 4 kened Bnd an uneo riq uer^ble 
spiiM of free inquiry, and by b diftu'^ion oJ knowledge through the community, sneh Ki 
hBS been before BLiogelher unknown and unheard of .\menci, America, our country, 
FeLlow-einrens, onrowndeBr and nBtive Land. I'i inseparably connected fast bound up, ]n 
fortune Bnd by Fate, wjth IhcsegreBt ]nteres1s. EF they Fall, we Till wtiK them if the> 
"^land, i1 will be bec^u}^ we hBve npholden them Let usconlemplate. then. Eh]s 
connection, which binds the pn>spcrt1y ofolhers to our own, and let ic> manfully 
d]schaige all the duties which il impo'^e'^. If we cherish lhe ^]rtue'f Bnd the pnnciplc^of 
our ^alhers. bteiven w]EI assist us lo caTT> on the work of hum Bn L]ber1y. and hum^n 
hBppines^. Au*ipjc]ous omen*i cheer us greal examples ire before kE> our own firmament 
now shines bnghlly upon our path SV.\SHEMGTON ]s in IheclcBr upper ^k>. These 
olher^lars have now jojned the .American con^1ella1ion; the> circle around their ceni re, 
and the bH^ivenh be^m with a new tight. Beneath thff i I luminal ion, lei us walk the couise 
of liFe, Bnd al lU close dcvoutL> commend our beloved counlry. lhe common pBrenI of lei 
all. to the Divine Benignjty." 
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Dunng Thcs vi'fit Jt ihc Ei.'^l al thi": time. Prc!i]dFnl J. Q. Adams iTtcTidcd [he annual 
CTamjnatJonuf I he pubLjc schouls ]n Boston^ jnd wa'f present 41 the public JinncrgL^eri 
in Fanruil HaLJ^ lo the "^eKool com mi I tee. [eachers and mnst incrLlarLous sc hub b r^ [n 
rcpl> 1o 4 campLj Fncm ary 1oast from the Mi>or Mr. Adam.^ re'iponded as foL]t>v^^:— 

"MR MAYOR. AND MY FELLOW-CETIZEWS OF BOSTON -A few days since, 
we were assembled in tbii^ Hall, j» 1he houhe of mo Liming— j n c ommemnrj tio n of the Iwo 
la'ft sijrv]vorsof th^t d4> which had procl4]med al once our ]ric1e[iejide rice and our 
exksteRce as a nition. We ^re now asfiembled within the "fime ^^'aLls. al the house of 
feast] ng~al the fcstn al of f alhcT^ rejoicing la the progrcsi5]ve improvement of Iheir 
children 

"We have been lold by I he iv]sest man of anl]quily. th^t it is be tier lo go to I he hokCte 
of mourning, 1han 1o the house orfcBsUng. How emphiUrally true would Eh^t senlence 
be, if the house of mourmn^ ^^-erc Bl^^-ays such as Eh]s hBLI but so recently exhib]Eed^-a 
mo u rm ng of grB ti tiide— B mourning of faithful afrectiori~a mourning futl ofcon'^FBtiori 
andjo>. And >et, could ihe wisest of men now Look down upon ihis happy meeling — of 
pBrenIs pBrtak]rig together of the bounlfces of Providence, tn mulual gmuLBtion wi1h each 
o1hcr Bt 1he id^ BRces of their offspnng En moral Bnd inlellerlual cul1i>ition— would he, 
could he, my friends, have 'fa]d th^t it is betler to go to Ihe hoLce of mourning lhan to 
such a houhe of fe ast] Rg'^ 

"For is no1 the spjnl of thit solemmE> andorih]h.effectivek> the same'' If that W4S 
the commcmorBtioRoF the gocxl deeds of > our forefithcis, may Eiot this be called 1hc 
commemora[]onof ihe fulure jchie^emenls of your sons? Iflhat dBy wbs dedicated to 
the blessed memoiy of the past, is no1 thjs devoted to Ihe no less blessed hope of 1 he 
future'^ It was fn^m "Khools of public instruction instituted by our forefathepf, 1hal the 
lighl burst fodh 1 1 wa'f in the pnmiTy schools, it was by the muJnight lamps of EiBrvaid 
hBll. thBt were conce]ved Bnd malured, is ]t was with]n these hallowed wbIK 1hal were 
fiFst resounded the accents of IhBt independence which is now canonized in the memoiy 
of those b> whom it was proclaimed 
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'Wbs iE no1 thcrt lha[ wtrc formtd^ to say nolh]n^ orhim Tt1 for I he prajsc of any 
tongue bul riiLnc/— bul wi^ Jt no! there Ihat were Formed, brcI prtpircd for I he conflicts of 
tht ni]nd^ for the iritclLcctual warfare wh]ch difil tngui^ihc^ > our Revolution from ill the 
brutal btitchencs oF vuL^ir war. your Jamc^ Gl]s. your John HarKock, your Samuel 
.UaTTL'f^ >oijr Robert Trcit Paine, yourELbnd^ Gerry, your JaFnn> *nLl your Joseph 
Warren, and LbsI, nnt Icb-^I, your Josiah QuLncy,so wor1hit> represenled by your Chief 
Magi'^lrale here al my sidc^ 

"Indulge inc_ fel Lo^i'-l itizerft _ w]!h lhe remark, 1hal [ have been caHed to answer lo 
my!ie I f I Kese que^|]ons . before [ coutd enjoy lKe happiness, at tbte ^ery kcnd ]nvLlalionof 
yourM*>or and Aldermen, of presenting myself among >ou thi'f day 

"In conformity lo my own ]nclmations, ^nd to the usage'f of 'K>c]ely. [ hi^e deemed it 

proper, on iKe receni bereBvemenI [ hive suslained. lo ^ilhdraw for 4 time fn^m 1bR' 
Festive inlerrourse of the Vr^ortd and in retirement, ^lO fir as m3> be consistent \^'ilh the 
djscbiai^e of public tni'fis to prepBre for Brid perfonn 1bte iddjtjorial dLiUefi devolving 
upon me, ^i^ b son and i.'f 4 parenl. from I his vi'iLlalion of heaven. To th^l relirement ] 
KBve h]therto been confined. Brid in departing from i1 for b s]ngFc day, I hBve needed ^n 
apology lo myself, bs [ tnist ] shBll need one to you Seek For il. my fel Low-c i1 i^ens in 
your own pjlemi] bteirts [ hive been unBble to re'fisi the invtialionof iKe autKonlie^of 
thff m> own almosl nilive cUy. to mingle wjth her inhibjtjnt^ en 1he joyou.'f feslEvitiesof 
thi'f occ asion— 4 nd afler witnes'iing in iKe vi'fitJiion of tbte "ichools, Kundrech and 
thouhBCKt. of the rising generalion lrain]ng 'up in the W4> 1hey "fhoutd go,' lo come here 
and behold the d]stingu]sKed pioficientsof the schools sKartng Bt the social boBrd lhe 
pJeisures of their falheni, and to congntul^tc the fithcnion lhe grow] ng VErtu«> and 
bnghtening talents of the]reh]ldren. 

"But, fe I low-c] t]ien.^, I wtll no longer Ireipai'i upon >our jnduLgencc [ thBnk you for 
lhe ^cnlimcnt wUh wh]ch >ou hBve honored me. ] think you for the m4n> affecting 
lestjmoniBlsof tindnes"^ Bnd sympath> which [ have so often received Bt >ourhBndh jnd 
wiJL g]ve >ou Bs a lokenof my good wt^hes, nol yourselves, but objecK dearer 1o yt>ur 
hearts 
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Mr_ Mayor, ] piDposc to you for a loi.'fl-- 

"Tbic blooining youlh of Boston— M^y the riialijril> ot the fruLl be equal to ihc 
pnjmisc of 1b»e bJov^jm." 



CHAPTER X- 



MR ADAMS'S ADMCWESTR -^TCON-REFUSES TO REMOVE POL] TEC AL 
OPPOSERS FROM OFFICE-URGES THE IMPORTANCE OF INTERNAL 
IMPROVEMENTS-- APPOINTS COMMISSEONERS TO THE CONGRESS OF 
PANAMA--HIS POLECY TOWARD THE INDIAN TR1BES--HES SPEECH ON 
BREAKING GROUr^D FOR THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHEO C AN A E_^B ] TTE R 
OPPOSETION TO HES -^DM EN] STRATION-FAELS OF RE-ELECTION TO THE 
PRESEDENCY-RETIRES FROE^ OFFICE. 



In admi mstcn ng iKcGovcmmcnl of iKc UmEcd States, Mr ^clBrns adKcrcd with ngcd 
fidtlily to iKc princtplcscmbixlicd m h]s inaugural speech Bclic>]ng thBt "iKc w]hl oflhc 
people IS Ihc fiDurcc, julI the hBppincssof ihc pcopLc Ehc end, ofilL legitimate 
go>crnmenl on earth." t1 ^be h]scoEVit4TiT aim to act up to iKjs palnot]c prirKipIc in the 
d]^chaige of his dunes i.'f rh]erTnagL'ftrBte He v^bs emphalicBll> tbte Pre'fidenl oF the 
entire people, 4 rid rio1 of 4 "^ectjon.or 4 pBrt>. Hl*^ idin i nt^ilrB tio r ^ i.'f Iruly niUoml in lU 
!f ope. Els objects, and ]ts re'iuLlh HIe ^]ewE of the ."^jc red nature ot the trust fcinposcd 
upon h]m by his FeLlov^-cHi/ens were too eitafled 1o allow Kim 1o desecrate Ihe power 
whth whjch ]t clolhed him to Ihe promoUoriof parly or pcnunal hnlereKlE. 
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Although nol unnundfLjl of the nan> which cicvalcd him [o Ihr prc^]dtnc> nor rorgclFul 
of the c L B I ire> of iho-^c v^ho >jtld«lsyriif>alKy and support lo the mcisurcs oJ his 
admLJi]Mralion^ yet fcn all hksdoiTig'f in thi^i re'^pect hi^ pninBry aim v^js 1 he general 
good- Sjmf>L> B fricnd^hjp for him^orh]^ mcisure^^ wUhout olhcr and rcquffitc 
qualifications ^ould not en.'fure from Mr Adams an Bppo]ntinent looffici:. Nc]therdid 
an ot>posj t]ori to h]s admiii]stritEon alone, except Iherc was a marked prBctJ4.aJ unfilncss 
for office^ e^cr hnduec him to remove jr indi^jdual from a publtc !italion 

Looking bjck to the BdmLJi]MralLon ot Mr Adams fiom 1he present dBy. and 
companrig l1 v^]th IhtJ-^e v^h](.h have succeeded Jt. or even those wh]ch preceded cl_ ihe 
acknowledgment mu'it be made by all candid minds^ iKbE U wfcit lose nolh]ng tn pijnt>, 
pBtriotL'im^ Brid fLdeJUy. tn thedi^cKBr^of bII ils Iruhls He ^a.'f ulterly Lnca[>able of 
pro^icn f>tJori for opin]on's sake. With astern inlegrHy v^onh>' the highcfl admiraE]on^ and 
which the peiipLe al that penod were far too 'ilow 1o acknowledge and apprec] ale, he 
woLitd no1 di'iplace Kis most ichve poli[]cil opponenlfi from t>ublic stations he Found 
them occupying provided 1hey were competeni to their duty and FaUhfuL jn Ihe di'ichBrge 
of the "fame "ll wa.'f ]ri my bteann^ IhBt, To a re p reseni atjo n that a certain impt^dant and 
I nfluc Rti al Fu nc nonary of the General Government in New Yort wa^ uJ>Lng 1he power of 
hjsoffEce adversely lo Mr. Adams's re-eLec[]on. and iKat Ke ought to deskst or be 
removed, Mr. .\dami± made thhs repl^.-- 
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Thai gcnllcmari i'f ont of the bci! orfictis in Lbw: public "^crn-irc [ hi^c had occasion lo 
know hi'f d]ligcncc, cxictnE^'iS^ md punctuiJUy On public graundh therefore, there fc^ no 
cauhf of compLBinl agijcbt him^ and upon ud other will ] remove Kim. IJ I can^ioi 
a^hrilmilef ih6f Gt?ve*nij\^il on rAfi-jfi- j^M"??H:"djWf j. /jjjjt conJ^tii To go bi^^k io Qahicy^' "^ 
Being in Baltiinoreon « cerlairiDCCB!i]on. JinoTig tho^e introduced to h]m wa^ a 
gentlemm who iccohtcd biim 1biLEi~"Mr. Pre'fidenC though I differ from you fcu op]nLon^ ] 
am glad to find you in good health." The Preside rit g4> e htm b hearty shake of Ihe hand, 
and replied —"Sir. in our hBppy and free country, we cbh differ in opimun withou! being 
enemies " 

These inecdote^ iLlithtrate I he ch b rat. 1er 4 iid pnncjpLesof Mr AdBcns He knew 
nothtng of 1he je*]oLK> and bttterness which are gendered, in lutle mincti Bnd heartJi by 
d]spBrtliesof ^enUment Freedom of of>tnion heconjiidercd 1he bjrthrj^ht ot every 
American cithzen^ Bnd he would in no instBnce be the instrument of ]nfl]cling puni'^hment 
upon 1he headof jny man on iccouni of tl!i e^eicise liigh jnd pure in all ht'f 4]ms^ he 
"^Yughl to reach 1hem b> means of 4 corresponding charBLtcr If he could not siKcced in 
1b»e use oF*iUch mslrument^, he VtB^ content lo mee! defeal. The rule b> which b»e was 
governed in the d]^charge of hisofficiBl dulic^^ ]s beauli fully expressed b> 1he drB malic 
bard:- 



K]ng's Eulogy on JohnQu]ncy Adams. 
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"Be JLi^t and fear iiqI. 

L*l atl Chc cnct> thnu Bim'-^l a1_ be thy COUh'TRY'S, 

Thy GOD^S- and TRUTH'S Then if thou fall"i>t,0 Cromv^cU, 

ThjDLi faH'iiL B. bl«i5cd manyrV' 

[r the truly rcput>L]C4ri poE]tiDri which Mr Adarrui tcH^k in regard to 4ppo]ntmcrits lo 
otFicc. and "A^hich il is humilcBting to bcltcvc^ ^^'asoric mrarvi of his subsequent dcfejt^ 
he but fBHhfulL> ]mLlal«i the example ot "the Falherof Kis country " When Gcn_ 
Washington occupied the p reside m l b I chair a[>[>Lj4.ation wi.'f made for Ihc appoi riTment 
ot orieofhi^i old and iritimale frkerids to a lu: relive office At iKe same time a petition 
wa"^ received i.'fkin^ tb»e ^imesHUon for a most determined poliUcaL opponent. The tatlcr 
received 1he Bppointment. The tnend wasgreBtly disappomled ind hurt in his feelings at 
hsdefcal. Lei Ihc exptarialionof WBKh]ngton be rioted and e^er reme mb>ered:— "M y 
friend," s^id he "[ receive v^]th cordial welcome He is welcome to m> hou.'fe and 
welcome tu my he an but wUh all h]» good quBlitie^ he i'i nol a m b ri uf busi ne'^ H]s 
opponem, wilh all hks puhtic^ \o ho^l]Le tii me_ jt b man ot busjricss_ My pnvale feelings 
have nol King lo do in the case I am not George SVashinglon. but PFCiident oflhe Unklcd 
SlaCci- .^s George Washinglon. I would do I his m*n any tindnes-i ]n my power— b"^ 
Pre'iidcnt of the Unklcd St4t«>^ I can d[> noth]ng " 
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The period of Mr Adams's admincsCrBtiori. wb^ not one ^hich admiClcdof bcU 
calcuhtcd to n^ct iKc ittcritbon orcTcitr the BdmLntLon bfkI applBUhC oflhc multiludc 
No ens IS OCT Lured in natJonaL affijrs— ritj imnuncnl peri] fn^m wuhtjut, or danger wUhin, 
thrcjtcntd ihc well-being of I Kccounlr^' QLiiclnc«> reigned thiDughou! the world, ind 
the nBtion^ were allowed once more [o cullivale I he arlsof peice, to enlarge 1he 
ope ral ions oF commerce and lo fix I heir atlenlion on dLime'iUc j nte res ts~ the only I rue 
FouiHairiof nalional prosperity But ItiougK ticking in some of the more striking 
elcriienK ot popularity, the idmini'^lralionorMr AdBms wis preeminently ifieful in ill 
\l^ me ail u res and influences During no PrestdenttBl lerm "fince iKeoiginizition ot tbu: 
Government, hBS more been done to eon^iolidale I he Umon, ind develop lis rc^wLirces, 
and [By the To u rid atjo n*^ ot national ^trenglh and prosperity 

The IwogreBt intL-reits which, perhaps, rercived the largci! shBre of BEIenEion From 
Mr_ Adam^' adminiMritLon were intemBl impiovement^ ind domestic mBnufictures A 
specLBl itiention to these '>Ljh-jecK was recommended tn his messages lo Congress. And 
thn^ughout his term Ke Tilled no1 lo urge these vilal matleis upon the aHenliononKe 
people and their re present Btives He recommended [he opening of nalionil loick and 
c anils— the impiovement of tbu: nBvigiUon of n vers, ind the 'iifet> of harboni~the 
Eurve> of o Lir coi.'f U, the ercclion of light hou'fe'f, piers, and breakwateni 
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Whatever Icidtd 1o r^cLlilalc comTniJTi]c 4 tioTi and Iransport^tton bcl^vccn c:mrcmc 
porlLonsof I he Un]an— to bnn^ the pciipLc <>f di^lBnt ^itctioiw into « more di ret I 
intcreountc wilh cacK other, and bfciiLl 1hcm lagelKcr by ncsor^ bLiS]ri«iE, edcijI and 
fncnclly nalurc— to promote cntcrf>rL7c, indii^lry- and cnlir^cd views of naUonil incl 
indh^jdual prospcrHy— obtained h]s earnest sanclion brcI rtcom mtnd*1 ton_ To encourage 
home labor— Id pTDtec t our ] rif ani manufactories from 4 FalaL compel il]an w]th foretgn 
p B uper "Ai agcii— lo foster and build up in 1 he bo'^m of 1he country j s>'flcm of domestic 
product]ori. \^'h]ch "should not only supply home consiimpE]ori. and afford i home niBrkel 
For ra\^' maleriaL"! ind provisions, the produce of our own "miL bul enible i£> indue Ume 
tocompele w]th other njtion.'f in sending our manufacturer to foreign markets— he 
yjelded all his influence lo the levying of pnUcctivedutjeson foreign arlit. les . espec] al Ly 
"^uch as could be produced in ouro'A'nt.oijnIry The wivdi^m of thi'f ]>olic>, lis direct 
tendency Id promote nBtionaL "A^eBllK andstrenglh^ jnd to rennlcr the Union Iruly 
independent of the flucluations Bnd vicissitudes of Foreign countries, cjnnol be doubted^ 
It would "icem^ by lhose pos'^e'&kng clear mind.'f and sound j ixlgmenl . of all parties 

Under the fBilhful supervision of one ^^o Vigilant bs Mr. Adams^ iKe foreign relalions 
of the Government touLd no1 ha^e been neglected The inlimite knowledge of (he 
condilion of foreign nilEon'f^ I heir resouree'f ind their WBnts^ which wa'f piv>sesKed by 
bmself and by Mr. Cl4>, the Secretary of Stite^ afforded ficililies in thiii department^ 
freim which I he country reaped ihe Fkchest benefit 
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Dunng the four years of h]s admiii]^trjT[on^ more Ircalic^ wcrr ricgo[]alcd at SVashinglori 
than durjRg the cn[]re lhLrly-!i]T y^um through wh]ch Ihc prrc«ling admLii]stF4tLiYns had 
cxicridcd h'cv^ tmtjesof amily. navigat]on and commrnzc^ -were (.oncludcd with 
AiEitria^ Sweden^ DenmBrk. iKc Hjtl'iC b tic Lca^ut Prussia Colombia^ jnd CcntrBl 
AmcncB Commercial difricijlt]«> and ^btious arrB rigcmcnls of a "^ a1 tsfac tory character 
were set! led with Ihe Netherlands, jnd other Europe BriGo^ernmen1'i_ The (. L b i m^ of our 
CM I /ens aga]n^1 Sweden, Denmark and Brazil, for s|K>hl al ions of co mmercc, were 
!i4l L^f fac toril y consummBted 

'As time idvBncci, 1he evidences are ace um u I a1 ing on all !ijdes, iKbE the 
admLTi]'^1ralionor JohnQLiinc> Adam.'f was one oflhe Tno^il v^]se. pa1 nolle paciFie just 
and v^ e alth-prodiE i ng in iKe hi^lory of the counEr> and no "^mall part of thai benefil may 
jtcitl> be a.'^rjbed lo the aid he received Tram his Secretary of State Mr. Adams hixn^elf 
wa'f a greal slalesman, bred in I Ke school ot ^talesmen, and bII his Ljfe ciiercised m the 
bu'firies^i of dilate. VrWh recognized sktl I, Bnd appioved fidelily. The £c^ en yc Ji3 
]mmedia1ely p receding Ihe admini^flranonofMr Adams, ^as a penod of great 
commercLBl embarra'^menl and djstrcis, Bnd the seven >ear>subsequen[ to hi*^ critraricc 
on the duties of chiet eiecLitLve, v^as a f>enod of great pubLjc and private piosperity "■ 

^ Cotlon's Life of Cla>. 
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Whfc Mr .\djm^ wa^ ihu^ necking to foster and encourage the ]ndLEitnBl End 
RiorictBry inlcre'^t'i of Ihc counlry, he wi^ no! forgclful of the importiJil (.Jainr^ ot 
literature End science Prc^jdi^nl Washington during hi*^ BdmLii]^1ralion^ hsd repeBtedly 
urged on Congress the ]mporlBnce of est4b]L'>hLJig b nalional LjnLver?i]ty it iKecapila^; and 
Ke had located ind bcqueHhed j ^]te for thBt purpose. Bui his appeaL'f on iKishubjeet hid 
been in vain, [n Mr .\dijns''^ Jjcst inc^'iige. he eame'^llycBtledonCongre'^ to carT> ]nto 
execution thu± rrcommendatioriof Ihe Father of htsCounlr>~]nsistirig thit "among tbte 
first, perKBf>^ the ^ery fiisC ]nstrumenl for Ehe improvemenl of lKeeond]tioriof men. is 
knowledge, and to tbte acqui'fition of mtEh of tbte kno'A'Ledge idBpted 1o iKe wants, the 
comforU, Bnd the enjo> menLf of hum b ri t]re, public institulions and sem] naric^ of 
leBrmnf ire essential." 

\n the "^Bcne mess b tic Mr \dBnvi recommended the estibli'fhmerit of a nationil 
ob^crvBtory. "Connected with Ihee^lBblishmcnt of Bn LjnLveri]ty," he SBtd "or. separalc 
from It, might be undertaken the erecE]oriof in astronomical observalor>, with piovisiori 
for the suppod of an B!ilFonomer, to be ]ncon.'ftBnt Btlendancc of (>h^ervatbon upon iKc 
phcnomeni of the heaven^;, Bnd For the [)eriodi4.Bl public. Btion o^ h is ob>^en' al ions 



210 LIFEOF JOH^QUINCY -^DAMS 

It i!i WEth nu feeling oF [>rLdc as an Amcricin that Ehc remark may hr made thit^on I he 
comf>arB timely "finBll tcuj tonal surface of Europe, 1hcrc arc cxistjn^ upv^inils of one 
hundred and lhirl> of the^^e lighl-tK>L£ies in Iheskie'f; while, thiou^tiuut ihr "A^Kole 
American biemi'^phe re, 1herc is nc^t one ET^i-e reflect a mamen! upon the discoveries 
whfccK, Lu the iaiit four centunes, hi^e been made ]n the physical constituljanoflKe 
LiJi]ven», by the mean^ of I Kc?^ buiLdkug'f, and of oE>hen'eis stationed in 1biem, "fhilL -w^ 
doubt of I heir usefulness [o every n*tion? And while scarcely a year pas*ics aver our 
heads \^'Jthou1 brtng]n^!iome new antronomtcat discovery to lighl, v^hich \^'e must f*]n 
receive at second hand from Europe, are we no! culttng oupiel ves off from the me*n.s of 
return] ng Light for Jighl. wh][e we have ne H he r observato ry nor obsen-er upon our haEf of 
tbw globe, *nt1 the earth revoKe'i in perpetual darkne-^s lo our unsearchtng eye*^' 

It i^ hum]t]al]ng to reRect that Fteitherof these recommend at]ons received an 
encouraging response from CongreKS. The lat1ersuf^esE]on, injileed, ciicHed the ndieule 
of many of 1hc opposepiof Mr Adams, and "j lighl-hotde in the sties." became a term 
of reproach in their midst_ In thts, however il miKl be confessed, their ndieule was 
gjeally 41 the expense of their inlcEligence, Ihcir public spirit, and thcirde^otbon lo the 
highest ]nteres1s of min_ 
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Thcj^ arc few rcfEccl]ons more mDinryirig to br AmcncBci citizen^ 1han lha[ ^hilc wt 
large a podianof I he re^murcc^ of tbtr iiBtioria[ GovcTTunent have been ■: i^ Kauh tird in 
pro^cLutjng parly mcisurc^ re^^'arding p b rtis b n sen- Lces_ ind promoting 'iCLtJonal and 
pcr^oRBl ^ichcrii«>, litUc or nt^thjng bias been devoted to I he cnco Liragcnn: nl ot 1hc Brts and 
sciences ^ and therultjvalionof tKo^c higher ^4lk^ ofbitimAn Bttainjnent "A' biic ti cxaJ I and 
refine a people, Bnd fi1 them for ihe purest Bnd sweeten! enj o> me nts of 1 1 fe- 
lt wasdurmg the flnil yeirof hi^ 4dmini'flra[]ori. ihat iKe ^Heritton of Mr. Adams was 
called to J proposed Congrcs"^ of all iKe Republics on 1hc A menc * n Co ritme m , lo meet it 
Pin B ma. The objects designed to be accomplished by "fuch aCongre'^ ha^e been 
variousl> slated El has been believed b> ^iome to hi^e been called for [he purpose of 
opposing asijpfKJsed pn^jcct enlertBmed b> the Allied Powersof Eunjpe, of combm]ng 
For thL" purpose ol reducing (he American Republics 1o Ihcir former condjtjori of 
Europein VBSSBlige Be 1his is it mBy. the PBnaini Congress among its objects, Bimed al 
the cemenUng of 1he tnendly [elBt]ons ot all the indepe rident Slates ot AmencB. and the 
Forming of b kindof mulual council, 1o act is Bn umpin: toseltle the differences "AihicK 
mighl arise bef^ieen them 

The U ruled Stales v^bs invited to send repnzsenti1i>cs to Panima. Mr Adams, bs 
President, in view of Ihe benef]cial inrtuerKes ^^'hieh in vinoLCi wiys might flow from 
such a meeting, accepted the mvitalion, -wt^h [he undeist b nd i ng 1hal the Government of 
the Uniled StUes ^'ould tBke no pirt I hat could conf he t \^'ilh iLs neutril pos][]ori. in 1bR' 
wapf which mighl then be in existence belween any of the Soulh American Republics 
and other powers. 
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The jcccptaiiccof ihis [n>]CJtton wis innounccd by Mr AdflmK in h]sfir>C m«»sagc lo 
Congress. This ^i-as immcdLBtcly follo^i'cd b> 1hc nom]na1ion ot Mcssm. Richard C 
AndcPian iric1 John Sar^Bnt^ b*^ commissLoiicn> to iKc Congress of Panama^ and Wm. E 
Rochester, of N"cw York, assccretiry of the comTn]ss]on These nominBtions were 
confLTTTied by Ihe Scnalc^ and an Bpproprkitfcon wis volcJ by ^hc hJokbcof 
Re p resf nl at]ves. after si ro rig opposi tion and much dctiy, to carry ihccontcmplaled 
measure ]nto effe4]tL 

Eul the Lrn]Eei:l S laics Go>erniuenl v^bs nc ver re presenlcd in the FBriam* Congress. 
The pioceedirigs ]n the House oJ Re preseni at] ves on Eh]s^ijbjec1 had been so proCracled^ 
thai il WIS found 1oo I He tor Mr Sii^eant to reach Pin b ma ]n reason fonfte meelingof 
the Congress^ wtiicK toi^k place on I he 22nd of June, LS26 Mr. Anderson, who was then 
minisler It Colombia on receiving his tnsi rue C]ons commenced hjsjounie> to Panima, 
bm on rcBctimg CarlhBgeni he was seized wilh a milignant J ever whhcK lenuhnaLed his 
cxisteRce. 

During the sccandsess]anorihe ninetcenlh Congress, the subject of commerciBf 

jntcrcourse wilh the Brit]*ih West ]nd]a Colon]es \^'as Ehi^n^ugtiC^ dj^ictdsed. The Bntjsh 
PirlLBmenl had I Bid reslnctions so onerous on I he Irade of the United Stites wilh these 
Colonies^ ihal ]l could be pursued to very liltle [>n>fLl 
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B]ll^ were cnlrodLictd ]rito bolK Kousce of Congress, for tt»c piDtcctmn of the ]ritcrc!it^ of 
AmcncBR mercKanL^^ truJi rig with lKc Britt'fh Colomc'^^ but iKc Senate and House tBiling 
to igrccon the details of Ihc proposed mcB^iurcs nothing wi.'f done to cffcil thr desired 
object Congrc^is having adjourned w]thoiJl passing in> liw lo mcd Ihc re^lnctivc 
mca'iurc'f of G re B t BritA]n^ Prescdcnl Adams, on iKe h7Eh of Minzh^ iS27^ igree^bly lo a 
law passed three ycan> before issued a proc I *maE]on closing the ports of the Lrn]ted 
Slates Bgainsl ves.'^els from iKe Bnlishcolomes^ unl]l the reslrictivc meisure^ of the 
Brjt]sh Government should be repealed. 

The |>olic> puPiued by Mr. Adam.'f lowjrd the [ndian tnbc^ wilhin 1he Unkled St4t«>^ 
wi.'f p4CLt]4. bikI humane The pos]tion they held to^^'ard IheGenerBl Goveminent wa^of 

an unsetUcd and embarrissmg character Enjo>]n^ a "fpecicf of ] ndepe njile nc e and 
subjc<.1 to la\^"^ of the]ro\^'nenictment, they ^^-ere nevcrthelei"^, dependent on Ihe 
Goveminent of the Uniled States for piuletlion^ ind were, m fat I. wholly Bt i ts di'ipos aL. 
Near Ihc clo^e of Mr. Monioc^ admin]strition, in « messB^ lo Congresfi on the 27th of 
JinuBr^, 1 825, he proposed a plan to remove 1he tribes ^iCB tiered IhrougK the "^everil 
Slates, 1o 4 Uact ofcounlr^' \^'es1 oflKe M]ssis'iLppj. and 1o unkle Ihem in one nalion, wilh 
some pLin for their governmenl andc]\'tli£atJon This proposition meeting wliK a decided 
opposition on the part of many of the Endians, was modified during Mr AdBms's 
admLn]s1ralion 
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It finaMy rcsuflcd in a pfflnof rcmo^]rig wcsl of chc Mi^'fi^ihcpp] such i rid i vid uak i mo rig 
the ^Bnous trjbfs i.'f ^^'ouldcon'^ciil lo go under I he LTiduccmcnlh KcLd out^ and allu^^'ing 
the remainder lo continue in the] r old abodr^ occupying carh b ^mall IracI of F and Thi*^ 
policy bias since been pursued by Ihc Gcneril Government ^nd has resulted in Ihc 
removal of must ot the aborigines beyond the western !ihore^ of Ehe Mi'&i^isippi 

These removal, however, have been ittcnded wilh no little d]fricull>. and 41 nmcf 
have led lo collision'^ which hBve assumed b fienou'f aspect. An in^lance of th]^ 
descnpl ion occurred dnnng Ehe First year\1r Ad ams uccijp]ed lhe pre'fidentjal ctiajr In 
I SO 2 a compact was formed between the General Go>ernmen1 and 1bic StBte of Georgia, 
in whjch ]t was agreed, I hat incon^equerKe ot the nz Li nqu i*i h men! on the pari of 
Georgia, of all her claim to 1he land set off tn the I hen new Mi^'fi'&ippi Territory, the 
General Govern men! _ al Us own expense, shtju Id oblain a relinqij]shment from lhe Creek 
[ndjans, of bII the]r Land*^ wtlhin the StJte ot Georgia, "wheiKver il could be peice^bl^ 
done upon reBsonBble tennE." 

In compliance wilh thi^ Bgreement, the UnUed ^tBtcf hBd exlingui'ihcd 1hc Indian 
tule to iboul fifleen mjflion*i of acres oF LBnt1_ Al the close of Mr Monroe'*i 
admmislral ion, over nine m i Ll ions of ic res were "ill LI relaincd by Ihc EndiBn*^. The Stile 
authorities of Georgia became ver> anrious lo obtain posKC'&ton of thi'f ilso 
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A[ the "^hcitiTion of Gov TiDup Frcs]dcnl M ad isori !icn[ two Co mmE^&conc r^ to mflkc j 
trcBty wnK the Crctks, for! he puirhBsc of Ihcir lands, ind 1hc removal of the Endun^ 
beyond the Mi'^issippi But IhcCrccki having bc^un to Bf>prtc]alc *nd enjoy 1hc 
comforU ofcLvilizalion^ ind tht Advantages of the ar1» b nd se fce Rce'f ^ which KBd been 
inEroduced lti1o their mid^1. retu'fed 1o treal on the "fubjecl and pi.'fscd j law in the 
General Council of thejr nation^ forb]dding, on pBin of death, 1hc "filcur Bny of iheir 
lands After the c lose of the connc 1 1 . a few of the C ree k^i influenced by a chief named 
M'Intosh mel the United Slate^i Com miss lonepi, Bnd formed a trealy on their own 
[espon^ibilit> ccdjn^ to the General Government ill ttte Creek lands inGeoigia and 
AlBbami. SVhen Intel t]gencc orih]s treat> wa^circnlaled among the ]nd]ans, I hey v^ere 
filled wblK kndignat]on The] r General Council mct—rcsolved nol to sanction b trealy 
oblained in a manner so dishonorable ind ]lJeg4J~4nd despatched 4 pBrt> ot Endiin'f lo 
ttte rc»]dsncc of M'lntosh, who im medi ate ly iihot him and anolherch]er who had "signed 
the Ireity v^jCh hjm 

ThissurreptJtiou"^ treaty was [rjnKm]tled lo Washington, jnd under a 
misapprehension of I he manner in which U ^bs "secured wi.'f rBtified by the Senate, on 
tt»c 3d of Mirch. Efi25. Ihc Ibs1 day ot Mr Monri>e\ admmjsl ration. Gov Troup acting 
under thi*^ 1reity,sent surve>opf into Ihe Creek Territory, lo lay oul the land la lols, 
which ^ere lo be di'^lribuled imong the white ]nhabhtanls of Georg]a, b> loHery. 
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The Indiare rfscsCcd [hi!i cncirtjchmrnl. and prepared tadrfcricl thc]r right?^ by [>hys]cjl 
force— Bt ihcsamc t]mt sending to Wfl^h]n^[on for p ro tec tio n from Ihc General 
Government- The iulhortUc^ of Gcorg]a ]reiistcd upon asun-ey. End ordered out i body 
of milit]a lo enforce il. 

On heBringof tKisstAteof Bffairs^ Prr'sidenC AdanK despalcKed i "^peetBl igen[ To 
inqufcre inio the fBcU oflhecB^e After due mvcfligalion^ iKe agent reported thai the 
trcBty hid been oblained by bad tBilh andeorruption, and Ihat 1 he C ree ks were almost 
unBnimousL> oppoM^d 1o the cc&Lon of tbwir tBritls. On receiving lh]s report, the Fres]cfcnl 
determined to prevent the surve> ordered b> the Governor of Georg] a, unlil the malter 
coukd be Siubmilted lo Congress, iritl ordered Gen_ Gi]ncs lo proceed to 1hc Creet 
country wliK a body ofUofcted StBte^ Iroops, to present coll]sion between iKe Indians and 
the Geoi^iB fon.e^. 

On the 5lhof Febnnry_ Mr .Ad*ms Uansmitted a messBge lo Congress givcng a 
slatenieni of the^e trin.'iic tio n*^, Bnd derJaring KisdelerminBtJon to fulfil the duly of 
protection 1he nation owed the Creeks, asguarinleed b> treBty, by bII the tonze 4t his 
command. "Thai the arm of mililary force," he continued, "wjLI be reported lo only in the 
eveni of the FaiJure ot bLI other expedienff piuvided b^ Ihc hiwh, a pledge hBS been given 
b> the forbearance lo emplo> it at Ihis Umc. 
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It i^ "^ubmitlcd [o the wE£±d[>morCongn:*ih lo dcCcrmcTic ^^hcthcr any fudKcF ictsof 
It^i-^lalion iTBy be nc(.K>sar^ or c ;i pcdtc nt 1o meet I he emergency which ihnic 
transac tion'f niBy prodtEC " 

The CO mmH tec of iKe Houkc of Repre-^eritalive^, to which thi^ mcii^i^c v^b"^ referred, 
reported thil l1 "ts exped]enl to pmcure a ccs.^]onof Ihe [ndiari lancis in the 5tate of 
Georgia, Bnd that unt]! stEh b ccziion i» procured, I he Lbw oflhe land, a.'isel forEh jr [he 
trcBty at Washington, oughl to be mairita]ned by bII riecc^ar^, consul utioiiBl, Bnd Legal 
nieiJTi-" The firmEic«i anddect^ton oF President AdBnti undijubtedly prevenled the 
unhBppy consequences of a cotliston between the people of Geoigia and the Creek 
Tndjans A new negol]alion was opened wi1h Ihc [ndiBn^, by direc[]onof the PresidenI, 
which resuLled in declaring Hh: M'lnk^^h trcBty null and >o]d. and ]n obtaining Bt lenglh 
acc'^'iion of all ihe land±E of the Creck.^ within the I imi ts of Georghi , ho the General 
GovernnienI 



.\s Ehe friend and promolerot inlcrnal impn^>cnienl^, Mr. Adam'f was fcn>ited to be 
present Bt 1he j nte re^ti ng cere mony of " bre b k i ng ground, ' on 1he Che^iapeahe and Ohio 
canal, I hen abonl to be commenced which \^^^ok place on ihe 4lh of July, IS2U. On the 
morning of thai day, ihe President, ihe Heads of Depart menis the Fore]gn M]nisters the 
CorporBtions of W ashtngto n, Georgetown . and Alexandria, the President and Directors 
of the Chesapeake and Ohio CBnal CompBny, wilh a large concourse of c il i /c n*i . 
embarked on boaid of steamboats and ascended the Polo mac, to the place se tec ted for 
the ceremony 
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On mchirig the groLirid_ a piDccs.'i]on w b!i formed, ^hEch mo^'td Brcujnd it so as lo Icbvc 
a hoklow 'f[>acc, in the midst of b fth.'^ of [)f opic, in the cenlrc of'A'hLcK v^bs the spo\ 
marked out by Judge Wnghl. the Engineer ot the Chesa[>e4kc ind Ohio Canal Company, 
For the commerKement of the wort. A mt^ment^ pBusc bwre occurred, wKilc I Kc spade, 
destmed to commence iKe work, wbs selected by the comm]C1ee of arrangements- and the 
spol fur bre B k mg giound was precisely denoted 

A I thit momcrit I Ke suri shone out from behind a e IolkJ, giv i ng in appearance oF the 
highest BnimBtion to 1 he scene Amtdst an tntensf "silence, iKe M b yor of Georgetuv^ n 
KBnded lo Gen Mercer the Pres]denl of the Canil Company, 1he consecrated ]nstniment; 
^tikch. ha^]ng received, bte "fleppcd forwaid trom the resti ng coLum n, and Addressed as 
Follo'A's the li'ftening multi1udc:~ 

'Fellow-citizeiK: There are mo menu ]n the progre^ of lime which are Ehecounleis 
of whole iges_ There are events, the monumenls ot which, surviving every other 
memorjal ofhumBnexi'ilence eternize [he nalion lo whose hi'flory the> belong, after all 

olhervcsUgc"^ ot lis gJor^ have disappcBred from the globt_ Al such a moment have we 
now arrived- Such a monument we are now lo FouEid " 
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Tiirmng towjrcU 1hc Precedent of the Unctcd StJtf':^ whof^tood ncBr h[m_ Mr M_ 
proceeded:— 

"Mr PrfSbdcrit: On 4 day hiJLownl by the fDndcfil rcrolLccl]unh. bencBth 1 tiis chccri rig 
(may v-'c iml huriibL> 1ru*it Buspjcious) ^ty, "furrDundcd by the many iKou-^arid !ip«.laloni 
who look on us wUh joyous anlic]f>alion, in Ihc prc^icnccof I he representatives of the 
mos1 polished naUunh of the old irid nev^ ^orici^; uri a "iput ^here Ljtile more iKan a 
cenlLuy ago the paiTited "fav^ge held his nighlly oigies. 4t ihe reque'fl of the three 4.1 ties ot 
tb»c Di^lnd of CoLijmb]a, ] prci»cnl to Ihe Chief MflgistrBte of the mos1 pov^erfuL Republic 
Oil earthy for the mo'fl noble purpo'fe thj1 was ever conceived b> man^ iKis humble 

I nstnime rit of rural labor^ i s>mbol of [he favorite occup^tEon of ourcDunlrymcn May 
the u^e to whch ]t ]s about 1o be devoted prove the precupior, to our beloved eounlry. of 
impioved Bgncullure^of jnultiplied and d]ver>hf]ed « rts^ of e ;i tended commerce End 
riBvigiUon. Combining itssociBl Bnd moral hnfluence with lKe principles of I hal happy 
consul utjon under which you have been called 1o preside over 1 he American people. ma> 

I I become a safeguard of I Kekr libert> Bnd independence, and b bond of perpetual union [ 

"To the ardeni wishes of thi'f v^sl assembl> ] unite my fervent prByer lo thil infjnilc 

and awful Being wilKoiH wKo^e favor bII human power is but v^nity^ thai tte will crown 
your libor wi1h hi^ blessing, ind our wort wtlh immorlalHy." 

A^ "foon i.'f he had ended, ihe President of the Uniled Stites, lo whi^m Gen. Menzcr 
KBd prcienled Ihe spade Mepped k^rwird. and, wMh an BnimBtion o^ manner and 

countenance which showed that hi'f whole head wbs in ihe Ihing, ihu'f addressed ihc 
assembly of his feflow-c i li ze ns:— 

"Friends Bnd Fe I low-ci Cizens 11 i'i nearly b full cenlury since Berl:cl>, bishop of 
Cloyne, lurning lowiml^ 1his fiir iBnd which we now inhibit, tt»e eye^ of « pnjphet, 
closed 1 few lines of poelical fcnspfcrBtion with ihis memorable prediction— 

"Timc's noblesi empire ts ihe last :'— 
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a pr[rcl]cl]on i^h]ch^ to iho^it of u^ whose lot h^i^ bccncBst by D]VEnc FiD^]dcEicc in these 
regions^ contains not onty a prcr]OkEi promise^ bul a "lUlcmn inj unc I ion of duly . sj nc c 
upon our cncigics- and upon Iho^c of our posterity, ]ts fulfilment will depend. For wUh 
reference lo ^hit principle could il be iKbE Eerkel> proclaimed Ibii'f^ iKe last^ lo be iKe 
noblest empire of tjcne? [t was^ i.'f he h i n:[sel F d^r] are'f ^ on Ibu: 1ranspL4n1alionorle4m]ng 
and the art; 1o America Of IcBrniny Bnti the Brts The four fiPil ac1s— tbw empires of the 
old world, *niJ of forFner ages— the Assyrian, iKe Pen>han. Ihe GreciBn, I he Romin 
empires— we re empires of conque'fl clnminjorti of man o^er min_ The empire whjch h]s 
gjeal mind, pjeicin^ into Ihe darlnc&of ruliiril>, Forelold in AmencB. wb^ the empire of 
leBrning ^nd the Brts,— I he domin]on of m^n over htmself, and over physic b I UBture— 
acquircd by the fcnspirB tion.'f of ge ni id . and lKe loiE'f or]ndustr^, no1 WBtered wjth the 
tcBcs of the wido^ ^nd the orphan, no1 ccmenled tn the blood of hum j n v id i m.'f ; founded 
no1 tn d]iiCord, bul in h j rmo ny _— of \^' h]c h the only spojis *re the impcrfcctton-^of nature^ 
and the vidor^ icKioed is iKe impnj>cmenl of Che condition ot aLJ Well mBy th]s be 
teimed nobkr ChBn ihe empire of conquest, ]n ^^'hch man subdues onty h]s Fellow- man 

'To the accomplishment of 1ht^ pn^phecy. the fiPil necc^^iiy s1ep \^'as the acqu]siC]on 
of the right of self-government, by the people oF the Bnlish Morlh American Colonics, 
achieved b> the Declaration of E ndepende nc e , and its ackno'A'ledgmenl by the Eril]sK 
nalion The second wbs the un]onor4l[ 1hcse colonies under one general confederated 
GoveTTimcnt— B tisk more amluou.'f I Kan Ihat of 1he preceding sc pan tkon, but 4t Last 
effected b> 1b»e present con'^t]tul ion of ihe Urn led Stales. 

'The lh]rdstep more bpiIuou.^ "ftjtl than either or bo1h the olhepf, was iKaC whtcK we. 
feflow-cilircns may now congr* tul b tc ourselves, ourcountiy and Ihe world of mBn_ thBt 
It ]s tikcn [t js the BdaptBtion ot the poweis, physical, morBl, ind intelleclual, ot Ibii*^ 
whole Lrn]on. to the ]mpFovement of ilsowncondttion: of its moral and pol]tJC4J 
condilion, by wise Bnd liberal institul]ons— by the culliviUon ot 1he undL' iM an^Ei ng Bnd 
the hear!— by ac Bdemies _ sc hoo Is, ind learned inslitules— by Ihe pursuit antl palrtJiiage ot 
learning ^nd tbte ^rts. of ][s physical cond]Mon. by assocfcBted labor 1o improve the 
bounties, and to supply 1 Ke def]ciencics> of nalure, lostem the lorrenl in itscouise; to 
level iKe mount Bin wilh the plain, lo disarm Bnd Teller the rB^ing surge of the ocean. 
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U ndcrtahi rigs of which [he Fflnguag^ ] now hold is ik> cxBgg^rjtcd dc^icription. havr 
become haf>f>LJy fam]L]arnol only lo the conceplcoiw, bul to iKc enttrpn^e of t>ijr 
counEr>mcn_ That For the comnicnceTncnl of which wc ire here i.'iSfmblcJ i\ cmincnl 
among 1ht nuinber The project co ritein p I at^s a conquest o^er f>h}'sical nature such as 
Kbs never ycE been ichkevcd by man The wondepi of the ancieoC world Ihe pyramids of 
Egy'pt^ the Colo'&u> of Rhodes, the temple al Ephc^u^^ I he mBusoJeum of Ar1emih]a^ the 
wall of Ch]ria^stTik ]nto ]n!i]gnincance before tl — in5]gmncance tn the mu^'i ind 
mo meni u m c^f humm I abor required (oz iKe execution— Lnsigmficmce in compB region of 
the purpo^ie^ lo be accomplished by Ihe work when eTeeuted- It is. therefore, b pteasing 
conlempUlton 1o tho'fe ^ingij]ne Brid palnohc ^ptnLi who have so long looked with hope 
to Ihe completion of [h]s u ride rt b k i ng, I hat n unites 1he moral power ind resources— Hpil _ 
ot Rumenius individmls— secondly, of Ihe corporBte cities ot Washinglori_Georgelown, 
and A I ex B rid n a— 1 hi idly . of Ihe greBt 4Tid powerful S tites of Pennsy I V4 Ji] a, Virg]niJ. and 
M ar> I and--* Jid ]astJy_ by the *i ub^jn ptjori aul honied at the rec e rit session of C ongres^, of 
the whole Umon 

"Friencfe and Fellow-laborcpf. We are infonned by the holy one k^ of tnilh. thit, 4t 

the cre^Uon of man, mBle and feiuBLe. the Lord of ihe uni^er^e, Iheir Maker biased 
tbH^m and said unto ihem, be fruiirul, Brid muLlipl> and replenish 1he earth and subdue 
It. To subdue Ehc eadh wi.'f, therefore, orte ot 1he tjrs1 du[]es assigned to m^ri al his 
cre^thou, and now. lu hjs Fallen coridil]on, it reniaETL'f iniong the inosl excellent of his 
occupatiDiK Tl^iiubdue tbte eadh is pre-emiTieritL> tbu: purpo'ic of the UTidertBking, lo the 
aceoniplfc'fhmeut of which 1he f]rs1 stiuke ot the spide I'i now to be struck. ThBt ]t ]s to be 
sLriick b^ lh]s hand, I iavilc ^ou to whLncsi5.~JHere the stroke of thciipide |" 

^ Al tending Ihis Bclion was an iRciderit which produced b greater "feniiJtiDn than, any 
o1her1hal occurred during lhed4> Tbte "ipade which Ihe PresidenI bteld siruck a root, 
which prevenled ]ts penetnUng the, earlh. Nol delerred b> 1 rifling ob^tBclcs fromdotng 
wha1 b»e hBd deL]berite]y resolved to perform, Mr \dBnLS tried U agiin, wilh no belter 
success Thus fotled, he threw down the "^p^de. hast]L> "flnpped off and tBid 4S]de his 
coal, and weni seriousLy 1o work. The niult]tude around, ind on the hiLls and Irecf, who 
coukJ nol bH^ir. bee b use of Ihe ir distance fn^m Ibu: open ^pBce but could see Bnd 
understand, observing I his action raised a loud and unin] Enotc> c hee ring, which 
conlimicd for^^^me time After Mr. Adam'f hid mastered ihe difficulty. 
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And in pcrformi rig this ac[, I cilt upon >dij to JD]n mc in fcrvcnl ':uppl]cit[Dii to H]m 

from whom th^t priniilivf ]njijnctboii came. thBt he would fuhlaw -wi^h hff blc^'^]ng. Eh]s 
johnt effort of our grcBt co mmun H>' to perform bii^ \^'ill in the ^ubjugBtion ot the carl K for 
tbH^ J mprove inc nt of tht conclilionorinBn~thBt he ^ould make il oricorh]E chosen 
I ibtnimc ritii for Che prcstrv b tion . prospcnly. and perpetuity of our UnEon— 1hal he ^^'ould 
have in his hoL> keeping all the workmen by who've labois it is lo be com[>Leted~lhal 
their Lives and ihcirhcaLlh m4> be pree]owi in hi^ "^ighl. brcI thil they may live to sec the 
work of their handh conlnbutc to 1 he comforts ^nd enjoyments of milLjons of the]r 
counlr>men 

"Frienct and brethren Permil me furlhcr to "i^y, that E deem Ihe dLJl> no-w performed 
al the request of I Ke President and Dcrectopf of tbu: ChcsBfieike and Ohio CBnal 
Company, ^ritl the CorporaUorei of the D]ii1rLct of Columbu one of the mo^t Fortunale 
incidenff of m> lite Though m^l amon^ iKe Tunc I ions of my off]ciBl "flatjori. [ e'lleem Jt 
as a priv I Lege eonfe rred upon me by my fe I Fo'A'-c i tizens of Ihe D]strict. CBlled. kn the 
performance of my service, heretofore as one of the repre^iental]vesof m> riBt]ve 
common^i'ealth ]n the Senale, irid now bs a member of 1 he e^ecutfcve depart men1 oflKe 
GovcTTimcnt, my abode hBS been Bmong the inhibitBritsof iKe DistncI longer than at Briy 
olher'fpol upon eariK [n 4>Biling myself of lh]soccBS]ori to return 1o them my IhBnks for 
the mimberless jc ts of ki rid ries*^ 1hal [ have experienced al the]r hjnd'f, mBy E be aLlowed 
to A.'&ign it lii a motive, operB ting upon the head and "fuperBdded lo my orficEal 
obligitLon^, for taking a deeper interest in the]r welfire *nd pro^pent>_ Among I he 
pn^^pectsof fulunly which ^^'e mjy induLgc the ralional hope of "fee i ng rea[]zed by this 
junt-lionof dislant wateis, IhBt of the auspicious influence wh]ch it \^'ill exerc]EC over the 
fortuFKS of every podionof this District is one upon whbcK my mind dwelL'f wilh 
unquBlified plei.'fure il ]s my eirnest priyer thBt they mjy not be disappointed. 

"]1 \^' as o bse rved I hat tbte first ^tep towanJs Ihc accompLjshment of the aloriou^ 
des1in]es or our country ^'as the DecLBratJonof I ndL'pc ndenc c ThBl Ibve '>L'C(>nd wbs the 
un]onof iKesc Stales UEider our federative Go>ernmenl The thiml is irrevocably fixed by 
the acl upon Che commenccmeni of which we are now engaged. 
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WhB[ Tlttic rnorET ^uitjbl^ for thE": ope ra[]ori could h^v^ been selected I Kan ihc annivcisary 

ot our^rtit ihUojibI fcMivil"^ WhBt place mi^rc appraprt b tc from whcRcc to piocc«l^ 
than 1bial which bcarv Ibvc Jijmcorihcci[jrcTi wiTnor who led our armies in lKa[ cvcnlful 
contc^l ho the field and ^'ho fiist prcs]dcd b^i Ihc Chief Magistrate of our Lrn]ori'' You 
know thBt of thts vcr> ijndcrtik]n^ he was one ot 1he f]r^t piojeclors and if tn 1he world 
oJ spjiUs 1b»e *ffcc 1 ions of our nxtdaL CTistcrKe "ftjLI relain Iheir^iway, may wc not, 
wilhout prcs u mptio ri. iniagLTic thit he looks down wtthconiplaccnc> Bnddelighl upon 
the "^cnc brtorc and Bround uh'^ 

"Bnl while induLgjrig in b sentiment of joyoic>exulTalion at ihc bfncfiL'f lo be derived 

from thi*^ laborof our tnends and nc]ghborn, let kCi not foigcT IhBt I Kc sp i ri t of i ritem al 
impiovcmcnt j^ calhii^lic and liberal. Wc hope and belioc thBt its practical advantages 
will be exicnded 1o every indi>]dLjal in our Union. En praying For the ble^ising of heaven 
upon our ti.^t, we Bnk n wUh equal zeal andsincenly upon eveiy other "similar work in 
thi'f confederac y , and padiculariy upon thai wh]ch, on thi'f same day, Bnd pcrhap'f at I his 
veF^ hour, is commencing fn^m b neighboring cjt>. It i*^ one of the happiest 
characteristics in iKc principle of intern b I impnnvcment. that iKcsucce'^'f of one great 
cnlerpnsc, ]n^1ead of Lounteracling, g]ves assistance lo the ereculton of another May 
tbtey ]rKreB^e and multiply, Utl. in tbte "lUbtjme language of inspiration every ^BlLey shall 
be exalled and every mounlain Bnd hill shall be made low iKe cn^oked straight, the 
rough places pla]n Thus shall the predit t]o n oF the bishop of Cloy ne be convened from 
pn^phecy into hi'floTy and, ]n ihc viducs and fori uries of o ur posterity, the last shall 
prove Che nobEest emp]rc of time " 

The idminiBlTahoriof Mr Adams from iKe first day ot it^ existence, met with an 
oppo'iition more deteTmjned, b]t1er, Bnd un^c nipuLou.'f Ihan an> ^hich has e>er assailed a 
President of 1he Uniled Stales [t evidenUj w*.^ no! an opposUton bBsed on well- 
gnjunded objections: 1o hi^ prirKiplesor hi^ measures 
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Be Tare bh opportuniTj' had been given fa]rly End Fully todc^cFop hi"^ policy as PrcinJcnt, 
tbH^ opposLUon hfld tikcri l1s sUikJ^ irid boldL> declared ltial Kis adm]nistrBtioji should be 
o^crEhiowri al cver> hazard whatever mighl be it;^ irolicy^ its Enlcgnty.or itssuccc^ A 
favonlc candid ale, hiving rcrt am c Itmc nts of i mmcnst popularity ^'\\h a large cl4w>of 
people and supported ^ith cnttiLCiii.'fm b> hj^ imincdLatc ^ncrid^, had been defeated tn 
the prcvLi^us prciidcntjal mivan'f^ at a moment when fct was thoughc triumpKant succfss 
had been secured. Under the ct aspen tion and exc i le me nl of lh]s overt Krow, il v^as 
determmed thai his more Fortunate nval should be displaced al the eariie'il momenl. al 
whatever cost^ iKougK his adm]nistrBtioTi should prove unrivalled in patnotjsni^ and I he 
EucceshfLiI promotbon of the general \^'eLtare_ 

TKeopposil]ondLd not fa] I lo ^ei/e uponccrti]n [locnl^ ^hEcK. m The rneruise of a 

due degrreof idTDJtneE'f^ >ielded an ample material For popuL a r dec I am a tjo ri and 
censure. The faci that Mr_ .^ims had a less number ot elecloraL votes I Kan Gen Jacb^n 
^a'f greatly d^ell upon as posjt]ve evidence Ihat the will of the people had been v]olated 
in Ihe elcclionof ihe former to I he pre'f ide nc y— «] thi^ugh it h^i^ "fknee beerisBtisfacEonF> 

ascertained that Mr ^dams had 4 larger number oF the primary vote^ of the people thin 
hjs prominent opponent. 

The charge of "bargain and eorruption." alleged ag4]nst Mr Adanis and Mr Clay^ 
wa'f jIeo used as an effective weapon against ihe fonner. in tbte sueeeeding pre'iidentjal 
canvabs 
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No[wETFvitJiicl]ng [he chirgc had been prDmpTF> brcI emphBticallydcmcd b> the pBrt]es 
impl]C4tcd and t>njuf in lis "support Fearlessly rh b I Icn^ed— ix^l^ i thst^nd] n^ every at1cmp1 
at evidence Id fix it upun iKem hid mosl sj^nally r4]Led. and involved those enfa^ed 
therein in utlerconfusEon of face— yet so ot1en injil so boldly \^'as the charge repeBted by 
desj^oLiig men^ so generally and continuBlly ^is ]E retterHed b> a venil pre'^ from one 
end of Ihc Lrii]Dn to tKeolher^ Ihat b majorit> oJ the people W4i± driven tnto eIs bctief, ind 
tbte J ate of Mr. Adams's administntion wasseiled Bgain'fl hkm. Sub'^quent 
developments h*>e shown, I hat in Ihe innalsof poL]tJCil WBrfire. Ihere never \vbs a 
charge u tie red agatn.'il eminent public men, so iKonjughly dest]tiJle of the shadow of 
truth Bs this. Bui il answered the trnmcdiite ends of iLs authors Poslenty w]li do ample 
jkE>tkce lo B^i the pBrties in lh]s trinsacUon. 

Ano[hereven1 whth operaledserLOUKi> to ihedisidvantBge of Mr. .\djms wbs the 
amalgamation of the s1 rong C raw fo rd parly v^Jth 1 he supporters of Gen Jackson Thjs 
combinBtion threw obstictes jn iKe way of I Ke idnnnislratjon wh]ch were 
insLirmountible. [t enat>[ed the opposition toseiHJ 4 majonly of members to iKe Iwcntccth 
Congress, bolK m 1he Senile Bnd the HoLr»e of Represent* ti^cs. The lest ot the sirength 
of parlies in the House look pl*ce on the election of Speaker. Andrew Stevenson, of 
Virgjnti. v^BS eEected on the first bBliot, by a maioril> of ten vo tes over John W. Taylor 
tbie BdminislralioneBndidjte. 



ID* 
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Mr SCcvcnson wi^ b Jiupporttrof Mr_ CrawfonJ in I324_ He^ election to the Sfwjkcr's 
chair clearly indicaled the umon of I Kc dtfte rcnl ^ectJUCK ot the oppo'iiUon^ and 
fo resKadov^ ed too evidenlt> the o>erthiow of Ihe aiJm]nL^trBtionof Mr_ AdanH. 

]n thi'f "ilBte of things ^i1h a inajonCy of Congre'^'f igBinst h]m^ iKc President was 
def>rt>ed af the of>portijn] ty of cany] n^ inlo txectiE]on m4ii> impodant mci.'fure'f whccK 
^cre highly calculated to proinotf 1he permanent benefil of the counlry. and which could 
not ha^e failed to receive the a[>probalionorilic people. A mijorHy of all the com mi I tees 
of both Houses were ag4]Fbt him. ind For the fiPil time in admhii]stritLon was found 
WLlht>iJt Bdeqijale strength in Congress 1o support its meisures. En several tn.slances the 
rep^^rfiorcommiltecs pBrtoohof b strong partisan c biarac ter, in violalionor^lL rul«kDf 
proprjely andcoirecl legislalion 

The f]rs1 session of I Ke Iwentieth Congress, which was held EmmedtBtely preceding 
the pres]denli4l CBmpBtgn of ] S2S wis c Kane tended by proceedings, which, al this day, 
all wjII unite in deciding as highl> reprehensible. Inslead of atlendmg slnctly lo the 
legitimate business of ihc ses5]on, much of the tEme was spent i n d isc uss]ons invoE>jng 
tb»c merUs of the oppos]ngc*nd]dales for Ihe presidency, Bnd designed to hi^e an 
CT press bean ng on Ihe ekcUon then ncir at hand 
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OnKischiraclcr ^vba a rcnoluCiori inlrodLxz^l into iKc Hdlikc of Rcprc^cTilalivfs^on the 
S1 h of J aTiu4r>' . IE2S_ by Mr_ Hamilton, « supporlcrot Gtn_ JBtkyon tii inquire inlo the 
CI [>^ic m. y of h B V ing 4 historical picture ot the bBtlle of Mew Orleans pihiUcJ, brcI 
placed m the ro1 unda of the C jpj tol Thi'f "A^as folJav^cd by a resolution. mlrcKluccd by 
Mr. ^LoBRC, an admimstration member, requiring iKc Secretary of SVar tu furnish the 
HoiEC wilh acDp> of the proceed] n^ of a court-mBrtial ordered by Gen Jact'^n, ]n 
1S14, for the tnal of cert4]n Tennessee militiBmen, ^ho were condemned and shot. 

\i thi'> "ve"!^ ion of Congre'^ m4> be dated iKe introdiElion ot a pnctjce which h^n 

bccoine an e>]L ot tbte grealest m^gmlude in the present d4>. Reference js had to the 
c ibtom of in B ktng the h^lt^ of Congress 1 mere areiiB, where, ]ns1e4d of al tend] rig to the 
Iegi1im4le busmes'f ot legislalin^ fori he benefu oflhe counlr> at laige polilical 
gladiatoPi ^pend iniJchoriKeirlijne in wordy conlest^, designed solely for the piomolion 
of peisonat or part> purpo^ie^, lo the neglect of tbw interests of the 1 r co nsl H ue nts From 
thi^i hi.'f gro^^'R the habtt of speech- making b> the hour, on topics trivial in iKetr ria[ij]~c, in 
whkcK the people have nol the slighlest intenzsl. and which quite often are totBll> foreign 
to Ihe s u bjec t oste ns] t>l y iridebile. Valuable time Bnd immense treasures arc thub 
squandered lo no profUable purpose Should nol thi'f evil be abBted^ 
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TKcsCcrn [nicpntj' of Mr ^lIbftis and his ijn>]cld]np demotion to pnnciplc^ ^I'cit 
made loup^rBtc again'^1 biLin EiBd hccho'fCTi to I urn the va^t iriflucTicc Bt his commind to 
the promotion of pcrsoniiL cncK— KbcI bw u jl« rupuJo usJ y ejected from office ail poiitjcil 
oppo'iCPf^ Brid suppltcd thc]r piocc^ wklKothcpf whu would have labored. w]lh ali the 
means 4t their disposal . lti h]s behalf— I itEic doubl can be enle mined lhal Ke could have 
secured his re-elec1ion_ Eul he ulteriy refused to reMjrt tosiich measures Beheving Ke 
wa'f pn^nxtled lo Kis high postlion nol for hi*^ iriLljvLdujI bcuefil. but to advance ihe 
welfare of the ent]re couritry, his \icv-' ordu[> was loo ekvated and pure to ilEow him to 
desecrate 1he IriCit repo'fed in him to personal eucbi. Hence the tufluence derived fiom the 
p B troTi Bge of 1 he General Governmenl wi.'f turned again.'fl the admimstr^tiou rather th^u 
in i1s behalf, Bnd Che s]rigLilirspectBcLc wbs presented oF men e iierU n^ e> e ry nerve to 
overthn^w Mr AdBms_ who were nJepcndent upon him tor the influenLC they wjelded 
againsi him and for iKekr^er^ meBn.^ oJ subsi'flence. 

A holly contested poltthcat campjign en.'fued ]n ihe fall of ] S23. In view of I Ke 
peculiircombinBtioriof circuntslarice'f, and of the meins resorted to by the oppos]ng 
pBrties to "lecure "fiEcess, the result could be Foreseen wi1h much cedatnty Gen Jackiion 
wa^i elected President of the United SCate^, and wis ]naugurated on the 4th of March, 

LS-:9- 
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TKu^ cfo^wd 1hc BclmLni^tralionof JohnQuinc> Adams. Ac the call of hi^ country he 
entered upon the biL^hcil ^lalion in lis g]^. With b fidelity ind ijprj^bitJies> which have 
not been surpB^^cd he di^jh b rged his importin! tmsl to Ihc LB^Iiny beneFil of all I he vital 
interests ^h]ch lend lo bu]kd up a great jtilI prosperou'f people. And at the cill of h]s 
Louritry he rehnquished the hunuis of offlc^e^ Brid willingt> retired lo the pnvale walbf of 
Ihfe 

No maricjn doubt iKat Mr Adams could look back upon h]s t^boT^ "Awhile President 
^Llbi the utJTiosI EatisrBct]on "Qunn^ bits 4dminislrat]on ne\^' and ]rKreB^ed activity "A'as 
imparled 1o those powepi ve'iled in Che Federal Go>ernmenl for ihe de>elopmeji1 of Ihe 
re^o urtes of 1 he country" , ind 1he public revenue wi"^ Jibc rally expended m pn^secuting 
thobe hberBl measures, lo ^hich the SBnclion of Congress had been del iberaleL> gjven^ b*^ 
the seltled polic> of the Government. 

"\1ore Ihanone mtl I io ri of dLill ais had been e impended in enlarging Bnd ma]nt4ining 
the light-house e^tabh^hmenl—haLf a million i ri comple t] rig the public buildings—lv^o 
millions in erecting ar^enal^ barrack*^^ Bnd furntshmg 1he nitionBl 4rriiories~ncarL> 1he 
sime imourit hid been CTpended jn pcTmanenl additions 1o the navil eslabLj^hinent— 
upw amis of 1 hree mil I ions hBd been devoted to tonif>jng the sea-coB*it— ind more Ihan 
faux millions expended in improving I he internal communicatjonh befA^ee n d i ffe reni 
parts of I he country^ and ]n procuring infonnition by "^cienUfic sun'eys^ concerning ]Es 
capictty for fudher improvement Endeed. nu^re had been directly effected by the aid of 
Government la th]s respect, during Mr. Adams' BdminisUalion^ than during the 
admin]s1ralionsof all his predecessors 
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O chc r !i u rrw . cic ceding b mclhori- had been jppiDpnalcd forobjccl'i of a laiting 
character, ind not bfloriging lo the annual fxpcn.'fc oF the Govcrriment mikjng tn the 
^huLc nearly foudccn tti] tl tons of dul I iPf c impended fonht pcrmancTil bcncfil of ihc 
country^ dunng thi^ admbTi]!i1ralion. 

'A I lht "fiinc t]Ent lht interest on iKc publ]c debt ^l'a^ puncEuBll^ pacd^ and the dcbl 
ib^lf WB» ]n a con.'flant course of red uc[]on^ ha>]ng bf c ri d i mi m'f bed ^30 J7J.I SS durtng 
Kjs admimslrBtiori and Ica^ i rig due on iKc IsE of January-, 1 829, !i5S,362 ] 36. While 
thcst \uw^ were devoted to iRcrcBSjn^ the rKiOurcc"^ Bnd Lmpro>]ng the condtUon oJ the 
country, Bnd tn d]^chai^ing il^ pecunLBr>' 4>bLigat]on!i those cl4]Ens v^hich were derived 
from v^hBt are tenncd the impcrFcet ubhgalianborgritkludc And Knmankt^ ^crc nol 
Fo rgo1 te a 

"More than five mi 1 1 ions o F doM ar> were ap prop ruled 1o solace ihedeclimng ye Bra of 
the "^urvi^ ] ng of ficeis of I Ke Revolution and b miJIion and « h b Lf e i^ pended ]n 
e^EirigujsKinf Ehe [ndiin tuLe. and defraying Ibte c i^ pen^e of 1 bu: nzmuval beyond iKc 
Mississippi ot such tribes as were unqualified for a residence neare]vilized 
coniniunilic^ and in prorTU>t]ri^ the civ]t]/4lion of those who, relying on I he f^Jtbof the 
United Suie^, preferred to remahn on the Jan^ wh]ch were the abodcs^of IhcirrathcnE. 



LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 231 

"In the condilion which wt hBvcdc^icnb«i— in pticc wnK all iKc world, wnK an 
increasing rcvcnu?, brcI with 4 surplus of 35_ 1 25_6J8 in Ihc public trcB-^ui^ —the 
admLn]stri1ton ot the Governrucnl of the CJnjted Slates w as iurrcndcrcd by Mr_ Adnius 
on the Jd of March, ]S2?--=- 

The "Georg]a Con.^l]tulLonjlL^I' thcE> dcscri bcs Mr_ .Adims' recrement fiDm ofHcc"— 
"Mr Adams k'f sa]d lo be to good health ^nd spin Is. The mBriricF in which IhjsgcnllcmBri 
rc[]rcd fiom off]ce is so rtplete wi1h propriety ind dj^nHy_ thit wc *re sure ht'floT^ wlIL 
record Jt bs a tBuHable example tu iho'ie who shall hercaflcrbe required by Ihe sovereign 
peuple tade'^erid Frum ex b I led stations ll wi.'f b gre^t milter w]th the ^ncienls to die 
withdecenc> and I here are "^me of aur u^n day wKo^e de^lhs are more idminble 1han 
their hves Mr_ .Adams' deporlment ]n iKe Presidency v^is loft> and prukid. bu1 the smile 
WLlh v^hjch he thiows aside 1he Irapping'f of power and the graceful pn^pnely v^ith 
whhch he take^ lei^c of patronage and place, are Iruly commendable " 

^ American Annual Regi^ler 



CHAPTER X[- 



MR- ADAMS" MULTIPLIED ATTAINMENTS-- V] SITED BY SOUTHERN 
GENTLEMEN-HES REPORT ON WEIGHTS AND ME \SURES--HES POETRY- 
ERECTS A MONUMENT TO THE MEMORY OF HIS P \RENTS--ELECTED 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS-LETTER TO THE BIBLE SOCEETY-DELE VERS 
EULOGY ON DEATH OF EX-PRESEDENT MONROE. 



Fcw pubhc men in any country- hi^c fXKi-^cs^cd BMairuncnt^ more varjcd 1han ^I'crt 
thoRcoFMr Adanvi Every dcpartm^nl of htcralurc and '^]cncc received more or tcfi^of 

hjs altcn! ton— every pith of hum Bn improvcmcnl Jiccm.^ 1o ha>c been CTf>Lorcd by him. 
A^ a slatcsmari- he was unrt^ ailed m the profijnd]ty of Ins knowledge. H instate papeii— 
gavcn to ihc world wh]fc Minister. Secretary ot Slate. President, ind Member of 
Congres^i— h]s riLimerous addre^i'^'f^ orBtions, aiid s peec hes_ are astoni'ih]n^ m number, 
and in 1he learn] ng thc> d]spla>_^ 

^ .^scde from hi!i "flate [>apepf, offic]al correspondence, Brid ^ipeeches which would 
make many volumes, iKe L]lerary World ^ivci the Following list of tbw published 
wriUng'f ofMr Adanu:— 

"]_ OritLon aC Boston 179 J. 2_ Answer to Paine's Righl^i of Min L79J 3_ Address to 
the Members oJ the Massachusetts Charitable Finz Society, 4 Leitcra on Siles]a; 5 
Lelten>on ^ilesii I S04 6 Inaugural Oralion i1 Harvaid College. iS06, 7. Leiteni to H. 
G OtiK in reply to TimolKy Pickering, ] SOS ^ Re>jew oF the Works of FisKer ArtK^_ 
1S09 y Let lures on Rhelonc andOratoi> t^^-o volumes. I SIO, I0_ Report on Wci^hls 
and Measures, IS2I; 1 L Ora^ori al SVashmglori, IS2I, 12. Duphcate Lclten^; the 
Fisheries *nd the M issis"^] f>f>L, ] S22 I J Oratjon to 1b»e cinrcn.^ ot Quincy. lftJI_ ]4_ 
OriUon on the DcBth ot James Monn^e, 1331; 15 Dcrmot McMorn^yh, or the Conquest 
of [reland, 1332; 1 6 LetCera to Edwaid Livmg^lon on Free Masonry. 1833, ]7_ Lei ten; 
to Wilt] am L Stone, on the enlcred apprentice's OBth, 1333; LS Orat]onon Ihe Life and 
ChBraderot Lafjyctle, ISJ5_ iy_ OriUon on 1he Life and Character of James Madison, 
I S3ft 20 The Charge tera of SKakspeare. I SJ7_ 2I_ Oralion delivered 41 Newbury port, 
I S37 22 Le tiers lo h]s Con-^Utuentsoflhc TweLJih Congressional D]s1rtctof 
Massachuselts, 1337, 23 The Jubilee of the ConsUlution ISJ9_ 24_ A Discourse on 
EducAthon, delivered al Brainlrce, 1S40; 25. An Addresii At Lhe O bscrv alor> , CLnc]nnal], 
L543- 

Among the unpublished works of Mr. Adams, beshderi Kis D]ar>, which extends over 

KB^f a century, Bnd v^ould probably mike some Iwo do7enstoul otlavos. are Me mo lis of 
the earljcr PubLjc Bnd Pnvalc Life of John Ad anb, second Preside nt of 1 he Uniled States, 
in iKree ^olume^; Reports ind Speeches on Public Affaiis, Poems ]nclLiding Iwo new 
canlos of Dermot McMorrogh, « Tr4n.'flat]onorOberDn Bnd numennu'^ Es'iiy^ Bnd 
DE^icouPie^-" 
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No mBR VrB^ more fBrnilur^ith modcrri hc'fCoT^ ^ith diplomacy JTid ]n[crnal]anal Fjw^ 
and the poliUc^ ot AmcncB and Europe far the Li-^l two or three centuries 

[r other de[>arlmcnls he appeared equalJy 4t tiume. Hi*^ Bcqu4]ntarKe was r^niiliar 
WLlh the claiih]cs^ jnd several modem Jangui^es. [rioralory. rhelone, and iKc vanous 
de [>ar1 menff of be I le^ Leltre*^^ h]s atlainmeTils v^ ere of more than jr ordinary cturBcler. 
Hi'f commentanesan Desdemi^ni. and o1 hers of ShBk'^peare's charge teri sho^^' thit he 
wa'f no mean en tic ^ in the KigbKst "A^alks oJ klerilure^ Bnd lti bII thil ti^rlains lo human 
character 

The follo^^'ing intcresttn^ Bcrount of i n inlen'cew wctK ex-President Adams^ by a 
soul Kern gem I em an^ in LSJ4 affonis so me j Li^t concc ptio ns of the ^cisalility ofhis 
genius^ md 1he profoundness of hi'f erudil]on:~ 
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■YcsEcrday, accomp amtd b> my fncrid T , ] pBEd b vcsit Co the venerable cx- 
Frc^idcnE, at h]B residence in Quincy A vjt>Lcnt rijnsclUng ]n as soon as v^c amvcd, 
gBve us frum f]ve lo nine o'clock to Ji'ilcn to Ibu: leiTTunf uf thj^ manofboi^ks Mis 
residence i^ b plBin^ >ery pl4]none Ihc room into wh]ch we were ushered^ Ithedr^wLng- 
reiom. I suppose -J wb» turm^Ked m Irue re[>Liblicans[>le. It e^ probibly ofincicnl 
coFVi1ruc1ion^ be [ perrcivcd two beam.'f projeeUng from the low ce]lirig. tn 1he mBririeror 
tbte bciEns tn b ship^eBbin. Prints commc moral i ve of pokticaL evenl^^ bckJ the old fBmily 
portFiJts^ hung iboul iKc roi^m; common "ilraw malUng covered the floor^ jrid two 
candles tic k^ be^nng sperm candles ornamented 1bte mBntle-piece. The persoriaL 
a[>[>e4rance of the ex-P reside rit hi mse If corre'f ponct ^ i th Ihe simphcity Drh]E fLirmlnre 
He resembles rather a ^ubstinttaL, well-fed Farmer- thBRone who has w]elded Che 
des1fcn]esorihis mtghty Co rifedcrB tio ri. and been bred ]n the ceremony ind eliquette of 
an Bun^peBn Court. In fact^ he appean^ lo poE'fe'^ noneoflhal Mcmne'&of chBracter 
whkcK you would suppose to belong lo one a laige pari of whc^te Itfc has beeri'^pcrit ]ri 
pohlical warfire^or^ Bt 4n> rate. am]d'^1 scenes requ]ring a vi.'fl deal of nerve and 
inneAjt>Llit>. 

^Mis AdBms isdcscnbed in a word— a lady Sbte hBS aki the warmth of head and ease 
of manner thil m^rk the chancEerof ihe soul hem ladies, and from which t1 would be no 
easy matter to di'f tj nguff h her 

'The ex-Pre^ident was ihe chieflalker He spoke w]lh ]nfin]lc eisc drawjng upon hff 
VBS1 re^iuires with Ihe certijnty ot one who hBS his Lecture before him ready wnlten. 
The whole of his convene Btion which steadily he mBinlBined For nearly fourhours^ was a 
contimied stream or light. WeLl conlented wi.'f ] to be a hstener M]s^ubjeclE were Ihe 
architecture of the middle ages; the ^lairiedglB'^'f of that period; scuLplure^ embrac]rig 
mcmumenis particularly. On I his subject his op]nton of Mis Nightingale's monument jn 
Wcstminsler .\ b bey , differs from ill olheis ihBt ] have ^eenor tw^iixl He places i1 ibove 
every ol her in the Abbey, Bnd observed in relBtion to i1, 1 hat Ihespectalor 'saw nothing 
else.' Milton, ^hik'ipeare Shenslone, Pope, B>ron. and ^oulhey were in lum remirked 
upon. 
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He ga^'f Po|)f a wonderfully h igh ch b r&c tcr and rrmarkircl Thai ont of h]!^ c hie f br antics 
wa'f ihc^kill cxhibilcd in ^Bryin^ Ihcccsurak pBU'^c—qLutirif from vanoici parff orh]s 
authi^rlo illiEitrilc hi» remarks nxtrc fLilL>. He ^4]d ver> J title an the [K^liUc^ of the 
counlr>. He !i]>oke al cansiderBbte lenglh of Sheridan jnd Burke ^ bnlh of whom Kc hid 
Keaid^ and cuuld descrtbe w][h the mo'ft ^raphtc effect. He atui spoke of Juni ti'f; and i1 I'i 
remarkable thit he "ihi^uLd place hiin so Far ibo^e the best of hj^ contemporanes He 
spoke of him be a bid man^ bul muntBined, bs a UTiler^ that he had never been equBLIed. 

"Tbiecoii^eFsa[]on never flBg^ed for b EnomenK Bndon Ihe whole^ ] ^hBll remember 
my visct [o Quincy- as amongst the mo'il instructive and plet^int E e^er pa'fsed " 

A^ a theologjan^ Mr. Adam^ was fam]L]ar'A'LlK the tenets of the ^inoub 
de nomiTi B tio ns "a^ htc K compc4>e 1he greal Christian tBmily. and acqui]nled iv]th the 
principal arguments by ^hich Ihey !iupp<jrt Iheir peculiar v]ew^_ While entertaininp 
decided opinions of his own ^hich he djd not hesjtite to ^\o-w on all proper occBSion^^ 
he WBS toleranl of the sentiment of aki who differed from him He deemed it one of the 
most sacred rights of every AmencBn citizen^ andofe^er^' htimin being, 1o ^I'omhip God 
acconJjng to thedictitcf ofhisown coruv lence, wklhout let or hindnnce, our Ii'A's 
equally tolerHtng, Bnd equilLy pn^tecling ever^ sec1 

\a the mtJM ab-itni^e sciences he wascqijjll> al home His report to Congress, while 
Secrelar^ of 5 1 ate on Weights and Mei^ure^ was ver> elBboralc, ind evinced i deep Bnd 
careful research into I his tmpodant bm most diFFbcult subjecl Thit report wb*^ oF the 
utmost \ aluc. 
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.\d[>p[]ng chc phclo?:opli]Cjl jnd unchangcBfrIc basis of I Kc modern French system of 
mcnsuratjon. an Brc oflhr incrLJian^ it latd Ihr found b1 ion for the accuralc m4ii][>u[Btioii'f 
and scicnunc cakulaE]aEb of the Utc Professor hJa'i^ler. ^hjch hive furnished an 
unerring "ilandard of Wcig|i1*i and N-lcisurci 1a the p^opicof iKiscounlry En 4 ^er^ 
ItBrncd malice of "MeasLjrK>, Wci^ht^, Bnd Money " by CoL Pi^icj', Roy*] Enyiriccr, F_ 
R. S. publiiihed in London, in iU34, he pays the fuLlo^i rig well- merited comptjmcnl to 
Mr_ Adanii;:— 



'] cannol pass over ihe labors of fo rmcr wnttis, ^I'UKout ick nowledgi ng in particular, 
the benefit wh]ch I hBvcdenved, whilst tuve^ligating iKc hi'florical p^n of m> "fubjecl, 
from a book pnntcd al Washinglon, in ] S2I, as anoffickBl Report on WeighK and 
Mtisures made by a djstingu]sK«l American ^latesman, Mr JohriQu]ncy Adaniii, to ihc 
SenBte oF the CJnited Slates, of wh]ch he wis Bftcr^iKti President. This author has 
thrown more light into Ibu: h]stor^ of our old BnghsK wei^hff ind mcisure'f, 1han jJI 
Former wnleison the *iBmc "fubjecl. H]s views of histoncil ficts, e^eri where 
oec 4}^ ion B lly in opposition lo the reporff of ourown P arl i anient b r>' Comm]tlee'f, BppeBr 
to me to be the mo'fl correct. For m> own pari. [ conJesK 1hat [ ^ not lKink I could h^^e 
seen my way into iKe hffloTy of BnghsK we]ghEs ind measure'f, in Ihe feudal ages, 
^Uhotit h]s gu]dance " 

To hi'f oiKer jccomplishmcnis Mr Adams iddcd thBt of b poel H]h prelensions tn 

thi'f depBTtment were humble, yel many of h]h product]onh thiow ri of f hi.'f 1 1 [> no dLnibt, 
dunng brcef respites from ^severer labors. pt>s^e^is no httle merit A fewspccimeib w]LI 
not be un]nteres1ing 1o the reader 
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The fol low I ng sC B nzas jrc firtni b hymn by Mr Adams for chc cclcbrBtionof chc 4lh 
ot July- I8JI, ilQiiire-y, Mas*i - 

"^ing to the Loid i ^ong ofpratBc; 

.^i»5»cmblc, >c who love h]E name 
Lc\ congrcgBtccI million'^ rais« 

Trtumph B n t y lo r>''*i Loud Bcclaim 
Fiom earth's remotest regions come _ 

Come, grecl yoiuMiker, irid your K]ng^ 
Wilh hBrp^ wilh timbrel and wilh drum^ 

Hi'f pr4]sc let hjll and valley sing 

"Go forth m jrm^, Jehovah reEgiK^ 

Their graves let foul oppressopi f]rid, 
Ejnd alJ the i f sc e p trecl kjng^ ]n eh Bins. 

Their peeis with ]ron felterv hjncl 
Then Id the Lord ^ hall prai'^e aM.eiid 

Then all mankind ^ithone accord. 
And freednm's votce^ liLl tjme shall erid^ 

[r pealing aritheiFLii^ praise I he Lord.^ 

The lines which follow were inscribed to the sundEal under Ihe window of 1 he hall of 
the tioicte of Re p rcseni ative^ . al SVashmglon — 

"Thou s] lent herald of Time's silenl flight' 
Siy^couklsl thi^u speBk. whBt warning voice ^cre thine? 

^hade^ who cans1 onL> show how olhersstiine! 
Dark, sullen witness of resplendent hghl 
En day's bioid glare, and when I he noontide bnght 

Orlaughtng Fortune sheds I he riy divine^ 

Thy rcBdy Favois cheer ic>— but decline 
ThecloLxti oF mi^ming and Ihe gloom of nighl 
Yet are thy counsel"^ taUhFul, ju-^l and wise; 

They bid beize ihe moments as ihey pass— 
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Snitch iKc rrTncvcFciissLiribcam be i[ flics, 
Norlo-^c one sand of I lFc^ rcvoK ] ng gl je^— 

Aspiring ^lilL wilKcntrg> 'iubl]nK, 

B> ^ ] rtuDUii dccct to give eternity la Time." 

] t is 'fcld[>m IhBt Itncf more pure and beiutiful cm be fuund^ ihsn the fallow ing on 
the dcaCh of (.hild reni- 
ns ufc to ihc min'f Eoii'f of the blest 

When mtBnt ]nnuc cnce lEcenct, 
Some lingel bnghler ihan [he resi 
Tbies|)otlcs^s[>Lrit\ flight atlenck. 

'On win^of cc*i1acy tbwy nse, 

Ecyond where worlds mitenal k>M_ 
Till some fBir ^i^ler t>f iKe *il:ie^ 

Rece]ves Ihc unfiolluted "^ul. 

"There al the ALm]ghty Filher"^ hand. 

Nearest I he throne of Ljving hghl. 
The chD]is of mfBRt serBphs "fland. 

A nd dizzh ng shi ne , where all b re bright. 

"The ineTtjnguishable bcBm, 

With du'fl united al our hidh. 
Shcdii a more d]m^ d]scolored gLeam^ 

The more il lingeis uponeAith: 

'Closed tF^ ihe dark Bbodeofelay^ 

The stre am of glo ry rairitl> burns. 
Nor unobsc ured the liic]d ray 

To [Is own native fount rrtums 

"But when Ihc Lord of mortal breith 

Decrees his bounty Co resume. 
And pomls the silenl ^hBft ot dealh, 

Wh]ch speeds an intant 1u [he lomb 
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"No pa'Ziion flcirc. no low desire^ 

Hi.'f queue hrd I he nd] ancc of I Kc flame 
Hack lo it^God the lL>]rig ftrc 

Retunb^ uibLiLhcd^ as ]l came " 

The hear[ whtcKcotiLd 1urn a^iiclc Trom iKc^^tem confljcU of tht polil]cil worlds and 
u1 tc r !icnt] mtnl'i ^io chaste bfuI tender, must Jibvc been the reside net of 1hc ^wcelest End 
nobJcsE cmotjons of mm. 

Having tikeri Ftn^l leave, as he belce^ed. of Ihe duties of f>Liblic l]re, and relired to ihe 
beloved shBdes of QiJ]ncy, Jt was ihe desire and ]nEentton of Mr_ Adam'f lo devote ihc 
remijctler of hjs days to Ihc [>e4Lcful purvuitsof lilcralure 1 1 had Ion a been his purpose, 
w bte Jie vc r <>f>fK>rtijni ty shou Id offe r_ to wrUe b histor> ot the Jifc and limL-^of hjs 
vcnerjied fBther. "the elder AdBms " H]e heart wbs fixed on thi'f de!i]gri. and "^me 
introductory labors hid been commenced Bui anoverruliug Providence had b ^]dely 
different work lji prepariUon tor him_ 

1 1 Mr. Adams hid been pcnuLlted to follow the bent of hjso^n teehnf^ al thu tjme— 
if he hadconlinucd la ihc recrement he had so anxiously ^oughl as a re!i1 from ihe lo]l'f 
of half a century— the brighte^l page of h]s v^ondcrFul hislory v^ould have rem4]rted 
forever unwnl ten He would h*ve been remembered as 4 discreet jnd trust> d]f>lomBti'il_ 
an ablestitcfmin, asuzce^sful pohtLcun, acapabte President, and an honest Bnd 
honorable min! 
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This ^^'ould, ]ntlcccl. have been b mc Bf^urc of renown wtlh ivli]ch mcit men would have 
bcenroTilenl. and which fe^ of Ihc muM foduriBtc '^on.'f of c ad K c an ever 4 1[ Bin. lie was 
abundanlly sali^Ficd with it. lie Bnkcd for nu[h]ng marc~Kc expected nothing more this 
!iide ihegrivi: But n wa'f nol enough' Fame wi.'f wrei thing bn^htcr^ariancfc. a more 
worlh> chapiet For his biT»w A h]gher, nobler task v^bs before h]m, Ihan *n> enlcrprtze 
whkcK had cl4]med h]s altenlion. lifc'f long anddi'flingut^hcd career— hb; varied and 
invaluable expenence— had been bul a prep Bral ion lo enable him to enter upon the real 
work of life for ^h]ch he wi.'f raised up. 

The work! d]d nt>t yet know JohnQiJ]ncy Adam'f. Long as he had been beforr the 
public, the mas^ had Ihu'f fBr failed to reBd him arighl Ei]thertoc]rcijm'flBnces hBd placed 
Kjm incolJk'iion with ispinng men He stood tn the]r v^By to 'flaE]on and power. There 
wa'f 4 motive lo conceal h]s vidues and magnify hi*^ tauLl^. He had noer received from 
Kjs oppo'iepf thesmalle^l !ih are of c redu tcbII^ due to hjm forpitrioli'im ^elf-de^o1ton, 
and purUy of purpose. Even ht\ mo'il devoCed fnencl'i djd not tijJL> Bpprecjale Ihese 
quBlitie^ in him Dnnnf hi'i long public ^en'ice^ he had e^er been an object ot haEred and 
vjtijperat]on to b cIbs*^ of minds utlerL> jncipBble of estimat]n^ hts I b Lents or 
comprehe nnh n^ hff high princ]ple'f of Bclion In lKe hcBt of polilical "flruggles^ no ibu'fe, 
no defimBtion. were loo great to heap upon him M]^repre'fentalion^duplic]i>^ mal]gni1y_ 
djd Ihcir worst 
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Did Kc uETcr B palrio[]c AfnlimcTiT^ it v-'3^ chirgcd [o h>pacri!^y and pol][]Cjl cunning D]d 
Kc cfo a noble deed- wonhy to be rtroKled in ItlttPiof gold— sBcrific]ng parly 
preddccTions and trj^ndsbiip lo ^upporl the inlcri^'it ot hiscounlry. and uphi^Ld 1bK 
repute tton End dignity of ]Es Go vcrnmFTil~Ll v^b*^ Btlnbuled to a ^^'rctcKed pandering for 
the e moEume Fits of office. Did Ke endeavor lo exercise 1he poweiseni rubied 1o him as 
President jnsuch i manner as to premie rve peace a[ home ind abroad^ develop 1bte ]nternal 
resources of I he nalion^ improve Tie limes for I ranh portal ion iruil tri^eL pK)1ec1 and 
encourage the industr> of Ehe countr>, and iriever> depadmenl promoCe the perminenE 
pro'iperit> and v^ e I fj re of the people— it was allowed lo be noEh]rig Enore than the irtsof 
an inlnguer, seeking a rc-e lee lion to the Presidency Yea^ il wasdeclired tn advance, 
thai. "irh]s admin]str4lion '>houLd be as pure b^ 1he Brigel'f in heaven " il "should be 
o>erthiowri D]d he ci^hihu the plijn simplicity of b true repubht-iri in hi*^ dre^^i and 
manners^ Brid economy ]n ilL hiscTpenditurcf^ ifw^\ lUnbuted to p^niimony and 
meannes'f' A m^jorUy ofh]^ coLintTyinen hid been deceived is to hi'f principles and 
chancier, and sacrj ficed him polilically on the al1ar of prejudice Bnd pan> "^pinC. 

Throng htjut hi-^ liJc t»e hBd ever been b lo^erof min and of human freedom— the best 
friend of hs countiy— 1t»e mo^l faithful among Ehe defender of ]ti; i nsl i tiition;;— a si nee re 
republic in, and a 1rue man 

IL 
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But bhridcd by pahcical prejudice, a lai^c portion of h]Rfclloiv-ccliicrui rcrtccd [he boon 
ot credit for 1 ti«tc quiJ Ll I Ci. I1 remBinrd tor anuthcr !il age of h]s lifc^ molKcr field of 
d]spla>^ to correct 1hem ot thff error, and lo vindtcate his eh b rac ten ]1 ^b*^ requisite I hat 
Ke *ih(juldstep down from his htgh po^Uton, d]!irobe himself of office, power and 
pBtrom^e. plBce Kimseif beyond iKe reBchof iKe reinote'fl su'fpLcionof b desire for 
poJuicaL preferment bfuI emolumenl. to ^ili^fy the world 1hal John Qutncy AdBrrui had 
from Ihe beginn]rig. been a pure-headed palrtol. and one of Ihe rioble'fl ^ion.'f of the 
AmericBnConfederac>. Hi^i new career was Icj furnish « lum]nous cominerit4r> on his 
past i]re^ Bnd ti^ coriv]nce the mosi sceplicaL^ ot the jtCiUceofhis cLiim lo rank imong the 
hjghcst Bnd best of AmencBn palnoU. Placed beyond the re4chor4n> gjfl of office fiom 
the nBtion, with no[h]rig to hi^pe for. and nolbng lo fear ]n th]» respccl. he was [o wntc 
hjs name in impert'fhjblechaFactepf^ "oi high on the Tabieff of hi*^ couritry^ history and 
fame as to be beyond the utmost reach oF malignity or suspicion' The duor which led to 
thff closing jct orh]s dramilic life^ was soon opened. 

On relijm]rig Eo Qutnc> one of the firat lh]n^ which received the a[1enl]on of M r 
.^dam.'f^ was Ihe di'ic h b rge of « ftiul dul> lowBrd*^ Kjs deceased pirents^ in the erection of 
a monument lo thc]r memory The elder Adams in his wilF, among olKer liberal bequests^ 
KBd Left 4 l^rge legac> to aid in iKe ereclionof j new Um1 an an church in Quincy. 
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The edifice wa^compltlcd, jrid cx-PrK>[clcnt J_ Q Ad ams r b u'icd chc monunicnt lo his 
father and molKcF lo be creeled ^^'ithjri the ^ilL"!. ]1 \^'b^ a plain brcI simple design^ 
coFK]^lLTig ot B tBbld. having reec^'icd pjli.'fleFs al the "fidc^, with 4 bB*^!: inoLildirig and 
cornbce^ 1he whoLc Mjpporled by 1ru*iSL"s Bt 1b»c bisc The male real of which lI wbs made 
wi.'f Italian marble^ Bnd [he ^hole w as ^ u rmuunted by a f]ne bu'fl of JoKri Ad^ms frum 
tb»c chi*ieL of Greenaugh. the American irli^l. then at Rome The insenption. one of the 
mo!it feeling apprapn b te andelasMcal speeimen.'f ci^tanl. wbs as follows:— 

''LIHERTATEM AM1CI7TAM EIDEM RETINEHIS. 

D-O- M-=' 

EcnealK thc^c Wallii 

Arc deposited I he MortiJ Rem Bins of 

JOHN ADAMS 

Son of John and Su^iiriria {Boyilston) Adam'f^ 

Second President of I Ke Umted Slales 

Bom 19-30 October, 1735. 

On ihc fourlh of July, 1776, 

He pledged hs Life, Fortune- and Sacred Honor 

To the [^DEPENDENCE OF HIS COUNTRY 

On the 1hiid of September. I78J, 

Be affcxcd Kis Seal to the def] nil 1 ve Treity w][h Gre^t Brttain 

SVhich acknowledged thai [ndependence. 

And coniummaled iKe redemplionof h]s pledge 

On [he Tourlh ot July. IG26. 

He WBSMimmi^ncd 

To the Independence of ImmortBlity 

And to iKe JUDGEMENT OF HIS GOD 

Th]s House will bcBr w]tnes^ lo his Piety 

This Town, hi'f Birtbi-pLBCc, to hi^ \1ijnificence: 

History Id h]s Pilnolism, 
Postcril> to iKe Depth and Compass orhi^i Mknd. 

■ Deo, Of/frnro, Maximo— \o God, the Best and Greater! 
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At hi^ sclIc 

Sleeps l]ll the Trum[>shaM ^ourid^ 

ABtGAIL- 

His beloved *ncl only Wife, 

DiLightcrof Wtlliam brcI EI]ZBbcth IQuincj') Smith. 

[ricvcr> rct*1ton of Life, a pattern 

Of Fil]al. Conjugal- Matcmal, and Soci*] Virluc 

Bom ]] -22 November, 1744- 

Dcccaii^d 2S Odaber ISIS_ 

Aged 74- 



MBrncd 25 October. 1764 

During B unton ot more iKan half a cenlury 

The> sijrv]ved, ]n EiBFtnony of ^enli merit, Princtple ind Affechon, 

The Tempests of Civil Commotion; 

Meeling und^urited, and surmounl] ng 

The Terron> and Trials oF thil Revolution 

Which secured 1he Freedom of I heir Co iintry , 

Impnj^ed the Corid]tjanof iheirTimes 

And brightened the Prospects of Futunty 

To the Race of Man upon Earth. 



PILGR[M 
Fiom lives thus spem lh> eadhly Duties leBrri, 
Fiom F*ncy^ Dreams lo active Virtue turn: 
Lei Freedom, Friencfcih]p, Faith Ihy Soul engage. 
And serve like I hem, ihy Country *nd thy \ge " 

Mr. .\dinis hBd reniBined in ihe re tire ment of Q ui nc> but l][tle more 1han i s]ngle 
year, "Aibten 1hc following parBgraph appeared in iKe publ]c pnnts Ihronghont ihc 
country:— 

"Mr .\dams. iBte Presjd^nl of the United Slates is named as a candid Bte for 
Congress, from the distnci of MBWiichuheCIs now represenled by Mr RichBrefcon. who 
declines a re-elecl]on " 

] t ^^'ould be d]friciill to describe the "^urfrrise created b> thff annonncemem. in every 
quarter of the Union 
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Spcculjtcon was Jt fjulc Would he acccp! or rc-jcci 'iucK a nom]nal]on^Ey b fflrgc class 
It ^i.'f dccmrd impiv>sit>Lc thBt onr who hsd ocrupj^ po'fkUon'f socle v^IclI— who hid 
received 1hc h]gtKst honopi 1hc intion (.ouLd bc^lov^ upon him— would consent lo scn-c 
tbH^ people of a single distncl^ in acipochty so humble, comparatively^ bs a 
Re p rci»eiH aE]ve inCon^rc^K- Such a ihing was [olally unhcBrd of The pciipic, howc^'cr 
of the Plymouth coTigrcs'fionBL djslnct ]n v^h]ch he resided, met ind duly uoTTi]na1cd h]m 
for the p Imposed office All doubts as lo hj"^ acceptance of the nom] nation were speed] l> 
dispelled by the ippeanuceor a teller fiom \]r Adams^ hu the ColumbiBn SenUncLOct 
15, iSJO, m which he says — 

"If my fel Idw-c il I ze ns of the d]strLct shoukJ think proper to call fo r sue h se n' tees as tl 
may be in m> power to render them, by represenlinp I hem in the twent> -second 
Congre"^^, ] am no! aware oF any bi^und pnFiciple which v^ ould _f u.^t] fy me in withholding 
ttiem. To the manifestations of confidence on I he part of I hose portions of the people 
who, 4t IwoseverBk meelin^. have seen fit lo preseni my name for the suffrages of the 
d]stricl, ] am duly and dee ply sensi ble " 

Indue lime the elecl]on was held, and Mr Adams wie relumed to Congress, by a 
vote neariy unanimous. Firtm thai time forwaid for seventeen yeais, and lo [he hour of 
hjs di^ath, he occupied the post of Represent Btive m Congress from the Pl> mouth district, 
in MBSsachuhetts with unsv^erving f]delit> and distinguished honor 



246 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

TKcrr can be nod;3ut>[ Thai many of the best fricncfc of Mr. .AdjTn^ "fcnoiEly 

qucslioncd the propndy oF ht^ ippcaring ai a Rcprcscriti1t>c in iKc hilts of Congrc^ El 
wa^ i s1tp never before iBken by b n ex-Prcsidc n t of 1 he Uniled States They apprehended 
It mighl be derogatory [o hih digntty. and ]njurious 1o hi'f reputalion 4Tid Fame, to enter 
into lKes[rifes. and lake pjit lti 1he iLligiUons and coritenliorei ^h]chehBrae1erize the ni- 
UonBl House of RepresentilLve"^- Moreover, they were fearful thai in measuring h]mself, 
BA he necc$>SBrily mcEt^ in the dechrte of life. ^]th >oijnger men in the prime of the]r 
days, who were urged by 1he prompUng^of ambilion lo tix every capacily of their 
nBture he mjght injure h]s weJL-earned reputAtLon for'flrength of intellect eloquence and 
Matesmansh]f> But the^^ misgivings were groundless. En the Elouse oF Repre^ental]ves, 
as in all places ^hcre Mr .\dBms v^bs associated wilKothepf^ he aro"^ ]mmed]aleE> to 
the headof h]s compeers. So tBr fiom "fuffenn^ in Kis repulatjun^ it was immeasurably 
advanced durtng hs Long co rigress]onal career. New powers were devehoped— new I rails 
of ch*racler were m anitested— new and repcBted instBntes of devotion to priRciple Bnd 
the n^ht^ of man were made known—which added b brighler Ju*i1re 1a hi^ BlrcBdy v^idely- 
e\ tended fime 
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He exhibited a fund of knowledge !iO vasC End proraund— a fBmdcBrHy ^o perfect wnK 
nearly cver> tof>tc wh]t: h rl ai mtd 1hc iUention of Congrc^"^— he 4.ould briny forlh from 
hj*i v^ el I- replenished store ho usl" of mcmor> "^o ^b-^I in Brray ot Fac1v shedding light upon 
subjects deeply obscLired Id othep^-d]splayed "^ncK re4d]rKss and power iridehale^ 
ponnngoul 'flre^nL'^ of purest eloquence . or launching Forth lKe mo'ft ^cath]rig 
de nu RC t B tio ns when he deemed Ihem called for— I hat hi*i mo^t bitler oppose rs while 
trembling before his sirca^^m^ Bnd dre4d]ng his bssbuIu^ could nol but gr^m him the 
meed ot the]r htghe^i! adiruralion Well did he dc*ien'e 1he lille conferred upon him by 
gencriLcon-^ent, of "1 he Old Man EkKiuenlV" 

Hid Mr Adams followed iKe bent of his own i nc l] nal ions— had he consuLled simply 
hj^ peisonal ei.'fe and comfort— he would probat>L> never hBve appeared again in public 
lite Having received I he highcM di-^tinctiorei hiscounlry could bestow upon him ble^ised 
wUh an BmpLe fortune, and pcH>^essjng all the elements of di^me^lic comfod. bte wouLd 
have pi.'fsed the e^eningofh]s earthly sojourn ]n peaceful trBnqu] Lilly, al the mansion of 
hjsfalKen> inQuinc>. Eu1 U w bs o ne of I Ke sacred rules ]n thj^ di^tingu]^hed^ talesman's 
life^ lo yield implicil obedience 1o [he d^m^nd^ ot duly His immediBte neighbois and 
fellow-c 1 1] ren.^ c ailed him to 1 heir -service m 1hc nitionBl councils. He w as con.^ic ioifi> of 
the po'2tess]on of iBlent^. knov^ ledge eTperience. and bII the qu ah Tic al]ons which would 
enable him to become highly useful, not only in ic[]ng as the representative of Kisdirccf 
conslituent'f^ bul in promoling the welfare of our common countr>. Thk^ conviction once 
becoming fixed in his mind^ decided his couple. 
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He fcFt ftc liBd no choice lefl but to comply unhcsLla[]ogry with [he diMiijncI ^hich had 
been mBdc upi^n hi'f pBtriott'fm. ]ti a^ptirif thi*^ rcM^JutJon—in con'^cnting after having 
been once a1 the hcid of the NiUoml GovcmmcnK lo aiiMJjne agiio iKe LBbor\ ot public 
life in B *iubortlinalcstBtion wholly di^ exiled of power and f>alroriage, urged by no 
influence bu! the ciaun.^ ot duly, governed by no mat]ve bul astmple dc'i]re lo sen-e his 
Launtr> Bm1 prumole the v^ ell- being of his rcllo'A'-m4ii~Mr. Adaniii prcscrited a spectacle 
of moral sub]im]ty unequalled m the b ririak of ti ations ■ 

For TUB ny yeBr^ Mr_ Adam'^ ^i-as a member and one of ihe V]cc Fres]denl'i of the 
AmenciriEjbLe Sociely In reply lo an hu^]tAtiDn to aLtcud its juu]ven±u> in IU30, he 
wrote the following lelter — 

■Sir— Your lelCeronhe 22d of March wasdul> received, and while regrelling m> 
mabilEty to Btlend [>ertanally it Ihe celebriUon oflhe 4mi]ver>ary oflhe irL^TiluTion, on 
ttte ] ^iKoF nexl month, ] pray you, sir, to be B^'fured of the grBtificatiori which [ hive 
experienced in leiT7i]ng the siiccc^ which hBS atlcnded Ittc benevolent exedionsof ihc 
AmencBn Bible Society. 

"In the deccBse of Judge Wi'^hington, I hey hi>e Lost bo able ind valuable Bs^foc]aTe, 
whosedirecl co-operBtion not Ics^ 1han hj*^ labt^nous Bnd cxeniplar> iLtc.conlnbuled to 
promote the cauheof 1t»c Redeemer Yet no! for him, nor for I Kemselves by Ihc loss of 
hjm_ ire Ihcy cilEcd to ^iorrov^ as without hope, for hve-^ like hisshjnc bul as purer Bnd 
brighter Lights in 1he world, BFter the lamp which fed iKem is ei^tinct, 1han beJore 

"The dj^tribuTionof BibLcf, if the s]mpte!i1. 1'i nol the lei^l efncaciokc>of the meiniiof 
ex[end]ng Ehe bl L^iSings of I Ke Gospel lo the rematc^il comeni ot the eadK, for the 
Comforter is m the "^acred volume and among 1t»e rccL-Jveisof iKat million of copies 
d]stributed b> the Soc]ely. v^hi^ "fhilL number Ihe mulUlLxIrs awakened thereby, wilti 
good wfcIL to min ]n Ihcir hcarK, and w]th iKe song of Ihe Limb upon the]r hps" 
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"The hopr of aChn^lian ]s iits^pirBbtr from hi": fBilK Whot>cr ttlioc^ ]n chc dcvioc 
inspiriTiononhc hol> Sen [>tijrc'^ mu'^1 biopc iKat Ittr rcligjunor Jcsu*^ \h^\[ prcvaiJ 
thFoughoLiE 1hc earth- Nc^cr*iincc the FaLimilatjan t>riKc world ha^c the prtjspctt^of 
mankiTid bc^n more encDuragEng to that hope thin thc> appear to be at Ittr present Umc 
And ini> tht bs^^oc] aled di'f I n bul]on of I Ke Bfcbic piocccd iulI prosper, tjll the Lord^haLJ 
have iTiBdc 'bBfc hi'f holy ann ]n the cyciiof all the nation^i; and ilL the endiior the earth 
shiJL "^ee the EBlvationofourGod." 

"W]th in any re^^pccts lo the E o ard of M anage r^ , pleBse to accept the good wi'fhe'f of 
yourfnend Brnl fcllov'-Litizen, 

"JOHNQUINCY ADAMS-' 

On ibic 4th of July. ISJl. al half past ihree o'clock in the iftemoon^ the venerable 

JAMES MONROE, fiflh Fresidcnl of the Cinited Stalci>_dcpjrted life, *ged 7 J veBrs He 
d]cd at I he residence of his son- 1 n-l av^ SBmuel L Go uverncur Esq_ _ in 1hc cHy of N"ew 
York Hisdccea^w: hBd been For some d*>^ expecled, bu! Ijfe lingered untjl 1he 
annivepiiry of htseounlry^ independence, when his spirit look it^ departure to a beHer 
world- Throught^ijt 1he United StBte^, honon; were patd to his memory by hoisUng of 
flags 4t half mast, tbte to I h ng of bel Is, firing of mi mite guns, Ihe passjngof rc^lntLuic 
and delivery of eulogies Me was. emphatically, agreit ind good man, respecled and 
behaved b> the people ot all panies, wUht^ut ei^ceplion There ire few in.'flance'f la Ihe 
history of 1 he world, ot more re martibJe coincidences 1han ihedeBth of Ihree President 
of the United SiBtes, who look most pirtminent pBrts in proclBiming and Bchieving ihe 
independence of o ur couni ry . on Ihe anniversary' of Ihed4> when thedechralionof ihaE 
independence wi.'f made to ihe world. 

11' 
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The noi^c of Ihr firing of cjruion inccfcbrBting the day^cBLCcd chc tyc^ of the cl>]ng 
Manruf taop^n ] nqui n ngl y. When the ucc BS]on of I Kc^c rc-^icing'f was communicated 
to him^ a look of LnlcLligciice iridic b ted lhal Kc undcp^lood the character of the day 

At thi'f arim vcpf iry of our h~ agonal [ndcpendcnce^ Mr Adams del l^ c red ah orahon 

before Ihecitjren.'i of Qutncy [t ^i.'f jr able and cIcKiuenl [>roducl]on The Following 
^ere the concluiling pira^raphs In reference 1o nullincaliun^ which ^4}^ ihreilened by 
siimc o\ the Soulhern Stiles, he »Bid — 

■The e^ent of aconfltct in arm^i. between 1he Union ind oneof ]ts mcmben>, whclhcr 
terni]naling in v]clory ordefeBt, would be but jn altemith^e of C4lam]ty to all In the 
holy recorcfe of anl]quLly. v^e have two examples of « confederaUon ruptured by the 
Keverance of its membera, one of wh]ch resulted afler Ihree desperate baltLes. in ihc 
eTterniinjUon of the "receding tribe And the >jcloriowi pei^ple. in'ilead ot e^ulling in 
^huul!i of tri Limp bi. c 4 me lo the Kou^e of God, and Abode there ULl e>en. before God; and 
lifted up their voices, and ^ept sore, andsatd,~0 Lond God of Israel ^I'hs is 1 his come to 
pass ]n Israel. thBt I here "should be to-diy one tnbe lacking in l^riel?The other was a 
successful exBmpLe oF re^i^lance a^ajnM tjrBnnicBl laxitton, Bnd severed forever the 
confederacy, tb»e frB^menls Forming "^epBrale kingdom.^; and firtm thai day iheir history 
pre^cnff jn unbroken scries of disastrous' alliances, and e^ tenn] nal i ng wan>~of 
iississmBtion^, convpirac]es. revolts, *nd rebellions, unl]l bo1h parts of the confederBcy 
sunk into InbutBry servUuJe lo the natjons around them. 1ill iKecounlrymen of David 
and Solomon hung iKeir Karps upon the wjLlowsorB4b>lon. ind were tolally losi amjdsl 
the niulE]tude^or tKeChildean and .^ss>rian mo nB re hies, 'the mo^E despised portion of 
their slaves.' 
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"]n tlic^c mournful mcmoruls of chcirfBtc wc may be hold I he sure, too sure 
prognD^|]CitLon ot ourov^n. From the b»ur v^hcn farce shall besutHitLluted for 
de Liberation, ]ri Ihe setllemerit oroureonstilLitkonal que^lions Thi'f ]s the cleploriblc 
iiHernalive— the exttrp^Uon of the seceding member, or iKe ne^ e r-ce Bsmg struggle of tw o 
iivaJ conrederacie'f, ultimately berid]ng Ihe neck of both under the >oke orrore]gn 
tiommiUon, or the despotic sovere]grity of b conqueror al Kome_ May heaven Bvert the 
omen' The destimes, nol only of ourpcH>terily. but of the human race, are al stake. 

"Let no such melancholy fore bod] nf>i mtrude LJ[K>n the festivinesoflKis anniversaiy 
Serene "fkies and bilmy breere'f Bre nol congeii]al to iKechniBte of freedom Progress] vc 
impiovenient ]n the condition ot man, ]s appa]~ently the purpo'fe of a "lUpenntending 
Piovidence Thai purpose v^jEI ekU be disappointed. ]ti no deLu'iioTi of nat]onal vantty, but 
^i1h a fceljn^uf piofoundgriUlude lo tbte God of our filheis, let u'i indulge jn thL' 
cheering hope and beliet, thil our country and her people have been selected a'f iiisliu- 
ment"^ forp]Tparing and mBturing muc h of 1 he good >et in reserve for Ihe welfj]^ *nd 
hBppines'f of the huniBn race. MuchgiH>d his Bt]~cady been eftec led by I he solemn 
p]T^c I B mal ion of our pn nc i p I e^i— muc h mare b> the i ll li*i tri1 ton of our example. The 
tempcsl v^h]ch iKreilensdcoiEation may be destined only 1o pijrif> ttte BtmcH>phere It is 
not in tr4nqu]l ease ind enjoyment iKat 1tte Bct]ve energies of mankind are d]spla>ed 
Toils Bnd dangeis are triaE'f of Ihesoul. Doomed 1o the fiist b> hjs sentence 41 the fall, 
man by sub mi'ision converts Ihcm in1o pleasures The li.'fl are since Hh: fBll. the 
condilionsoF hi'f ex]stence To see Ihem in advance, to guBrd against iKem by jII the 
suggcflions of prudence, to meet lKem "aiiiK the composure of un>jelding re^]s1ance, ^nd 
to 4b]de wilKfinn ]~es]gnalion Ihe final dispensation of Him who rules the ball— iKese a]~e 
the d]clales of ph]tosophy— these are tt»e p]^cepts of rel igion— 1 hese ire Ihe principles and 
consol al ioiE> of palriol]sm— these remain when bII is lo^il— and of 1 hese is composed Ihe 
spin I of independence— the "ipinl embodEed in iKat bcauUfuL personjficatjonof the puel 
which may each of you my counlrymen, lo the li.'fl hour of his life, apply to himi^elf,— 

Thy spirit, ] nde peEidence . Let me share. 

Lord of Ihe lion heart, and eagle eye! 
Thy step^ I toltow, ^'Wh my bosom bart. 

Nor heed the storm 1hal howk along I he sky ' 
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"Tn the cauryc of nature the vd]cc which no^^ addicmcsyou must "^oon cease to be 
Kcaid upon earth. Life and ilL whbcK il inhents io^ic Iheir value as l1 dra'A'^i ta^Brd^ iL'f 
(.Lose. Eul formo'fl of you. my fnends and neighbors. Long Bnc1 maii> >ear>urrulurily 
are >et in store. Ma> they be years of freedom— > e ais of prosperity— ye* rs of happtnes^, 
ripen]rig for immortikly ' Blj[ were Ihe breBth ^^'hieh now gives utlerance lo my feelings 
ttte last >] til 4]r I "ihouLd drBW^ iny exptnng v^ordii to ^ou and your c Ki Ldre n sbio uld be, 
hid6:fX€irdc??ce and UnAf???Jot£tv^r'" 

A few ^I'eek.'f subsequeni Eo 1 he death of ei-Prei>ide nt Monroe, Mr. .Adims dehvered 

an Lntere^ling and able eulogy on his Jifc andehBraeter, before iKe pubhc luthontie^of 
the cil> of BoElori, en Fane ml HilL In drawing lo aeoncFuskon, Ke kced iKe folloiving 

langujgc:- 

"Our country, by iKe bountiful di^pe n.^ b tio n.'f of b gracioici Heaven, ]s. and for a 
series of > ears has been ble'fsed "ailIK pro Found pea4.e. Eli1 \^'Kcn the fip^l father of our 
race had exh]bhted before htm. by the aicKBn^el "^erit 1o aniHtuitce his doom, Brid to 
console him hu h]sfall. I he foduries and misforluries ofht^f de'^endant'f, he sb^ 1hal the 
deepe^l of Iheir m]serLe^ "A^ouLd befati them v^h]te favored with all the blcsi5]rigE of peace, 
and bu the bitlerrKS^ of his 4Tigu]sh he exclajmed:-- 

'NOW I SEC 

Peace to corrupt, no less than war to WBStc.' 

"]t i'i 1he very fervor of the noDiidi> sun, ]n the cloudless al mosphere , of b summer 
sky, which breeds 

"the sweeping whirlw]nd'sswBy. 

Thai hushed in gnm repose, expects ht'i evening prey ' 

"You ha>e insured the gilL Brit "ihip which pLoughs the v^Bve^. rre]ghted with your lives 
and your ch]ldreri's fortunes, from the fury of the tempest above, *nd from the treachery 
of the W4>c beneBth. Beware of I Ke dinger agiirbt which you can aLone insure your- 
selves— the luenl defect of I he gallani sh]p ilscLf. 



LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 25J 

?!}& but B Tew ^ Ko rt diyf ^ End ron> >car> v^]IJ biavr crBp^cd since the voice of htin who 
addresses yo u _ spc ati Rg to yourfathtPf from tbii-i hi] Lowed spot, gave for>oiJ in ihe f*ce 
of Heaven, Ihesotemn ptedge, IhBt ]r, in the caurse of your career on eBrth, e mei^enc i e-^ 
shi^uld arL'>e calling For the e^erc isc of those energies and ^irtue'f "A^hich in lime'f of 
trajiquilljt> Bod [>e4ce remain by the will of Heaven di^nnant in iKe human bosom, >dij 
would prove youisfives no[ unworthy 1he "iires who hid toiled, and foughl and bled, for 
the ]ndepeudence of Ihe country. MorhBS thu pLedge been unredeemed You hBvc 
maEulained through time^ of tria[ and danger the inhentBRce of freedom, of union, of 
independence bequeathed >ou b> >our Forefithers. ]1 rem Bins for>ou only to Uansmit 
the "fime [H^erlciS ief ac> unimp4]red to yourch]Ldrenof the nexl !iucc ceding igc To 
tbiL'f cnLl Ie1 uh join in humble suppkication 1o the Founder oF empires and ihe Creator of 
all v^orJtt. th4l b»e would continue lo >ourpo^lcri1y the smjLes which his fi>or has 
bestowed upon you. ind, E]nce 'il is no[ ]n min thai waLketh lo d]rect hi'f "fieps,' ihat he 
would enlighten Bnd lead ihe advancing general ion jn the WBy the> shi^uld go Thil in all 
ttH^ perjl'f, And bII IIh: mischances which may Ihrealenorbefall our Untied Republic, in 
afler t]mes, he would rai'fe up from among > our !»ns del i verers to enlighten hcrcounc]ls, 
to defend herfreeniom, Bnd if need be, to lead her ann]es to >Jclory And "fhi^utd ttte 
gloom of the >earof ]ndependence ever Bgain overspread tt»e ^ty, or1he me tropol is of 
your empire be once more declined 1o smart under IIh: "icourge oF an ]nvader's hand,=' 
thai there ne^er m4> be found wan[]ng among the children of your country, b warrior to 
bleed ast^te^fm^n 1o counsel. aeh]er todirect Bnd ftwern, in^ipired with bLI the virlue^i, 
and endowed with atl Ihe Facull]cs wh]ch h^^e bcen^o ^ignBlJy displByed in the ItJc of 
JAMES MONROE.'' 

^ Alluding to the burning of the cily of Washinglon in ihe war of 1312. 



CHAPTER X]]- 



MR ADAMS TAKES HIS SEAT FW COWGRESS--HIS POSITION AMD H ABETS AS 
A MEMBER --HIS ]NDEPE^"DENCE OF PARTY-HES EULOGY 0^" THE DEATH 
OF EX-PRESIDE^T JAMES MADISOW-HIS ADVOCACY OF THE REGHT OF 
PETETION- AMD OPPOSITION TO SLAVERY-INSURRECTEOW LN TEXAS-MR- 
ADAMS MAKES KNOSV^ ITS ULTERIOR OBJECT 



Mr .\dam> look Ki^ seal tn lEtr Hokbc of Rcprcscnt^ti^c^ withouE o'flcntBtion tn 
December. ISJI li]s appcBrancc [here pioduccd a protound ^cn^ition. El was Ihc fiT^r 
tunc an CT-Prcsidrnl had ever cnlercd thiT hall jr the cipBcity ofi member He v^b*^ 
received with the Kighe'fl mart^s of respec L Et presemed b singular spec I acle lo behuLd 
membei3 of Corigrei>s whii, when Mr_ Adam.^ was PrK>Lderit, hBdchBrged h]m wnK every 
speches of politLeaL corruption, and loadtd hi» nBcnr wl1K the mus1 opprobrtou'f epjthcts 
ROW >ieing wilhone another in beslowirig upon him the h]ghcst marks of respect and 
(.onfLdcrKe. Thai which [hey denied the Prcsiden1_ Ihey freely >ielded to Ihc MAh"_ It 
wi^ Ihe Iriie homage wh]ch ^]rtije and pitrioU'fm mii^l ever reeetve— more honorBble. 
and far more graleful to its object^ 1han ill thc£erv]tity ind flattery which power and 
p B tn^n age e an so ea±Lhly purchajse 
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The degree of confidence repostd in Mr_ .Adjm^ wa^ mBm felted by h]^ bccng placed 
al once It iKc licBd of the CommHtecon Manufacture. This t^ Blway*i a re-^ponsibJc 
!ilaE]ari. bul l1 ^b*^ peculiarly ^o al thil tjcnr. The whole Union 'w^'i highly agj tiled on the 
subjecl oF the Einff. The fricnct of dQmest]c m amif ar1 ures it Ihe Morth insi^iled upon 
Kjgh protective dulic:^ to^u^latn the Tnechinjcil iTid TnanufaclurLTig ]nte rests of Ihe 
counlr> agaiiL^I a ruirKJU"^ foreign cariipet]tJori The Soulhcm StBtc^ rcij^ited the^e 
mea-^urc^ i"^ dcMriKlivc 10 Ihe ir]nEe rests, *nd renmn*itri1cd wUh the utmtjst vehemcRce 
a^ainsl them— in "AihieK the> ^ere jo]ried by 1 l^rge purl]onaf iKe DemucrBtic parly 
tbirc>ijghuijt 1he Narth. Mr Adams, \^' 1 1 K enl b Fged >iewf of riat]orial iiml> and general 
pTD'fpenty, cuureieLled moderaliun lo both parties A'f Ch4]Fm4n of Ihe CommhtlccDn 
M anufic turc^ he strode to produce such j cumpiomise bel^eeri the confhcling interest;^, 
as should yield CBch section b fajr pn>tecl]on, ind restore KBrrm^ny ind irate rnily arming 
tbw: people- 
So jmportBnt were Mr .Ad*mK' !ien' cccs dee med ]ri ihc CommUteeon Manufactures 
thai, on proposing to resign hi'f post BsChBinnan. to tulfil other duties ^ hie h claimed hff 
atlenMon. he was bciuij^hc b> b[I padie^ lo rehnquish hi'f purpose. Mr Cimbreleng, of 
N Y , i poll! teal opponent of Mr Adams, said, "11 was not * pIcBsarit duly to oppose the 
request of any member of the Mouse, padieularly oneof h]scharaclcr. 
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He d]d!^ with irifincTc rcgrc[ in Ihc prfs^nl instance; and he ccdaLnly ^^ould not lak^ 
such acoupic but Ton he importint con^cqucrKt^ IhBt mi^bit result From assenting lo the 
wL'fhc'f of the iJ]!i ti ngij]sK«l gcnl Lc man frDm M a^isarhu^d t^ Ht hfld reached lhc 
conclu'f io ri. Eiot "AiLlKout infinfcte p^in jnd rc^uct^ncc^ iKat tbtc h b rmuny . j/ JN>r ihe 
£t\i'ileiii:^{xft?itr Coiif^^'f^A^v, depends, Bt lhis(.n'i]s_ upon the ardLj;>ij*i_ prumpt and 
pBlnotic effort!^ of 4 Fcv^ cniiTicrit incri He believed that mucbi mkghl be dune by the 
^entlcm^n Frum M a^iv bc hibcHs " 

[n the SBmt tone of h]gh compliment, Mr EBrbour.af V]rgtnia, said "thai Co refuse 
anything Ehit could be Bsked by Ihe ^cnlleman fn^m M assac husf 1 ts gi^ e him patn ^rca1 
pBin. Hf "i^id it was v^Jth um^rcctnlshnccFity he de4.iarcd thai the member from 
M a'^ac biL^e tfi I'A'liK ^hom Ke wbs associitcd ]ri the comm]tlcct ^^ ^^^ only rukf]Mcd all 
h]s duties with emjnrnl abilLly. in Ihccommill^e. but jn a spin t Brid temper Ihat 
commanded hfigrBteJu] acknowledgmenl^. and ei^cil^d hj^ highe^il admiral lun Were it 
permiltcd biim ta make « pcrsoriaL appeil lo the gentleman he would have done £±o in 
advance oF thjs motion. He would have appealed to Kjm a*^ b palnoE as a 'fEBte'fman. as a 
ph]Larithropfc'ft and above all as an Amencan feelmg Ihe full force of all his duUes. Bnd 
touched b> a[l the]r incenE]ves lo lofty aLtJori~to fortiear thjs request.' 
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TKcst comphmcniary appeals were wcM deserved by Mr Adams, jnd show mosl 
cmphalicBLly the Kigh posilion he occupied tn Ihr esteem and coiif]dFncc of I Ke enti re 
Hoitc of Re p resent B tivn>_ on becoming b member Ihcreof. Bui, wUh the modesty of true 
frealness il wi.'f pimful to him to hearlKc^te eTicomLum'f ultered tn h]sown preseRce. fie 
arose, Jnd begged iKe iiouse. in whalever further aclion it might lake upon the subject, 
to refrain from pu ran] rig this ^lratn_ "] have been most deept> affected,' he SBid, 'by 
wha1 bias alreid> pBssed_ [ have Felt, in the strongest mBnrier, the impropnely of my 
being ]n Ihe Hou^e while such remBrk"^ were mide, being >cry conscious 1hal sentjmenls 
of anopposile kind mighl have been ultered with far more propriety, and have probat>L> 
been wilhheld ]ncon.'fequence of my presence " 

Mr Adams CBrried with him into Congress all hi'f previous habilsoF mdu.'ftry and 
close Bpplicalion 1o business He v^bs emphiUcaLJy a hBrd worker Few men spen1 more 
houpf jn the twent>-Jour jn issiduouh Libor. He would tiize no active pad in Bny malter— 
wouLd engage in the disc us'f ion of no lop]c— Bnd would nol commit himseFron any 
c|ucMion~unliL Kc had "uunded it lo lis nether depths, ind e implored all lis rBmiHciUons, 
aLJ Us bearings Bnd influences and had 1 borough I y become master ot the subjecl To gBin 
thi'f informal]on no tojt was too greal. no applicition too severe [t wa'f in thi'f mBnuer 
thai bie was enabled to overwhelm w]th suqtri'fe Kis cotemporanes in Congress, by the 
protiind]t> of his knowledge. No subject coubd be started, no queslion d]scusscd on 
which he was nol perfectly al home. 
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WiChouT hc'f [Tal ion or TTi Intake he could [rourfonh a stmm of f oc bf ^ dBtc":^ namfs^ 
places. acLumpanjcJ ^'\\h narrB tion.'f ^ b riccniiYlc^ . reflections and BrgumtTiln uritil iKc 
luatlf r "Ai as thiYnYu^hl> ^iFtcd and Lb id b^rc m all il!i pBrts and prDpcrtic^ to iKc 
undc rstandi Rg of Ihc most CBSuaE ob^icrvcr The tenacity bfuI correctness of his memor>' 
was pioverb]al Alas, fori he mBR v^ho queslioned 1hc correctncsji of hts sti tcme nts, hi» 
Facl^, ordateh. Sure discomfiture Bv^iited htm. His mind was a pe rf-tc t c b le rid ar, « s1orc- 
house a mi ric of kno^^' I edge . in reUlhon to all pisl events conFKCted wi1h iKe hislory af 
hjs coun[r> and hts jge 

]ri connection with his o1 here Tempi ary virtues, \1r Adams v^bs prompt, raUhfuL 
unwearied in Ihe discharge of ilL his public dul]es The oLdc-^l mejnbcrof I he House. b»c 
was 41 the SBme Umc the mtjs! puRC tu b I— I he fiiM al his [kjsI, 1bie last lo re^re fiDm the 
laboisof lhedi> Hi-^ praclice in Ibiese respects could ^^-eLl put younger members 1o Ihe 
bJush SVbiLle mBny othepf nu^ht be ne^li^enl en 1heir altend^nee, siunlenn^ m idleness, 
engaged ]n rrivoluL£> amuseme n ts . or e^en m dissipation, he was always al his post ffo 
call of 1 Eve HoiTie was necessiiy — no Sergeanl-al-arms need be dei p ale b»ed— 1o bring hm 
wHbiin the HalJ of Repi~esent4lL^es. He wis iKe laiit lo move in adjo u rn meni . or lo ad[>p[ 
any device to consume time or neglect iKe public business for perMmal convenience or 
^ratiKcation [n oery respect he W4S i mo<l^l legislalor His example can be most 
pn^titBbly imilaled by those who would inse lo eminence in iKc c onnc i Ls of the nation. 
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"My seal ft be. for [wo ycjr^. by Kissidc. and ct would have ^caircly more surprised 
mc lo miss o ric of I Kc marble ca[umns of I Kc HaLl Trom its p^cElaL than 1a ^ce h]s chair 
cmpl>. ^ ^ ^ I kKiLI, pcrhflps be pardoned for Lntrutlucing here b slighl pcisonai 
recollection, which serves, in some degree, to jLliElrale hi'f hib]t'^_ The *iCS.'i]ons ot tbw 
last 1ft o lIbj"^ of IE th]ril:J the twenty-! hi id Congre^is, were prolonged the one for 
n]neleen, Bnti the other For seventeen hours Al Ihe cio'ie oF the li.'fl d ay 's sess]on, he 
remained in the hati of I he House the last -seated member <>f Ihe body One afler Bnother 
the memhepf hid gone home miriy oF them for houis The hall— brillianlly hghled up, 
and^aily itterided. a'f was. and perKBps is^ttlL, the custom al the begfcnnirig the lasl 
evening of a ^c&Eon—hBd become cold, dirk, and cheerless Of the membcT^ who 
remi]ned, lo present ihe pubL]c business trom dying for wani of a quorum, most bul 
hj msel F we re sinki rig from exhBusUon, bLI hough the> hBd probably tiken their meals al 
tbH^ usuil hours, m Ibu: course oF the day. After ihc adjournment, [ weni up lo Mr. Adams' 
SL'at to join company with him, homeft Brd. Brid as [ knew he came to Ibu: House at eight 
o'clock in Ihe mom]n^, ind ]t wa'f Ihen past midnighl, I eiipres^ed a hope thai he hid 
taken some refreshment jn the course of Ihe di>. He "fi id he had not lefl his seal, bul 
hf?f£iAiiji itff f7 hri t?f h£^rd bread rtj hisjfiijien. gi^e me to undersland ]n fthBt wa> he had 
sustBined nature "^ 



The following remin^^ence will further i H lEtrale Mr AdBms' habi ts of i ndusi ry and 
endurance al a lalerdi>. as ft ell as show his >]ews ]n regBrd to Ihe tBmous "Expunging 
ReEolut]on " 



* Ed w aid Evcrert. 



260 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

"On J cofd End clrcjr> morning, ]n chc manch of JBRuary, 1337, ] wtnt [o 1hc caf>[1ol 
of the UnktcJ Stitd, 4t 4 very ^ btIv hour, 1o v^ntc out 4 vcr^' Long "speech I hsd rcparlcd 
for an honorable gentleman, "A^ho w]shcd [o luok v^cLI in pnnt; and on critcnn^ the bialLof 
tht HoECiC orRcprc^cnt^U^c^, [ fuurid Mr. .^danL'f, b*^ early as Ihc buur wa^. en h]S!ical, 
busily engaged in writing He and m>'self were iKeonly person"^ present even the 
I ndt£i1 noiis Mr FollBnsbee, 1he 1 hen dnorleeper, had not made h]s appeB ranee, with his 
assislanU bfkI pa^es, lo distnbiite cupie'f of the journal and the u^ubI dncuinent'f 

'As [ m^de tl a rule ne^er to "^peBk to \1r AdBnvi. unle'^ he ^pohe first, ] !iBid 
nolhtng; but look my seal in the reporleni' gBller^', ind wen! to work I hid writlen aboul 
KBlt Bn huLir, \^'Ken iKe venerable sCite^fm^n appeB red 41 my de'^k and \^'as pLL'a^ied lo say 
thai [ \^'BS a ver> i ndic>trioii'f niBn [ I hanked him fur I Ke compliment, and, in relurn. 
remarked, thil, i.'f jnd urinous as I m]^Kt be [ could not keep pace w]th him, 'for' said ] 
'E found yuu here.sjr, \^'hen [ 4:Bme la ' 

" 'I believe I wis a little eBrly, ^ir,' he replied, 'but. as Ihere i'i lo be i cEosmg debate 
tu-day, ]n the Senate, on [he expungtng resolul]an, which ] Feel inclined to hear, I 
thought ] would come down a1 an nniiSLial hour, lh]s murnmg and di'f pitch i Litllc 
writing before I he Senalc wbs called tooider.' 

' "Do >oiJ 1hink 1b»e eiipungjng re^ioEutEon will be disposed of lod ay ^' [ enquired. 

" 'I und^islind ]l will,' Ke rejoined. '[ hope so. al leBsL' he ackl^, 'for [ think lhe 

country hBS BFready become wear> ot il, and is ]mpa1ien1 fori dec]^]on 1 1 has already 
absorbed more time IhBn should ha^e been devoted to it.' 

' 'It will passi, [ suppose, sir'^ 

" "Oh, certainly, and by a ^cry dcc]d^ mBjority The administntEon ]s too strong tor 

the opposition; and the alTiir will tbII up astnci pan> ^ote. OT couple Mr Clay's 
re^olut]on w]ll be eiipunged. and lhe jonmBC will nol be violned.' 

'] wi.'f "^^mewhal surprised it lhe remBrk, ind in return, ob'icrved thBt ] KBd alwBy^ 
underslood thBt it was on the conslitulional ground. thBt lhe expunging p roc CiS could not 
be eftecled wjthoul ctstrDying the journal, IhBt 1he opponents of the mei.'fure had bi.'fed 
tb»emselves 

' '[t ]s tnie, E]r, iKBt 1hal has been ihegn^e andsomewKal tenable argumenl in lhe 
SenBte but it is afallac> after alJ,' he repL]ed 'TKeconstitut]on. s]r, it in I rue, rendci\ Jt 
imperBtiveon bolh lioices to keep a correel journal r^f it\ pntcceding'f; and all this can 
be di^ne, Bnd any podionofit mBy be expunged. w][houl violating thit insi rumen t. 
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For i rwtaiicc _ s I r, b r^^toFutcon i^ Bcfoptcd to-di>, \^ fnlci^ on thcjournaF and [o-morrow 
IS f xpungcJ-- J nd ^1\l\ I Kc journal re miLU'f corrccl ^ and I Kc con'f t] tul lun i^ iio1 VLulatcd 
ForlKc ict by which the CTpungalian i'i effected ]r recorded an the journal; the expunged 
resolu[]on becomes a inalleForrecoid^ End thus e^ e r>' thi ng slandh fair and correcl The 
can!i1tTutiou IS a sac red d3<. ume riK Jud !ihnuld not be v]aLBted hut how often t'f it sine I Ly 
adhered to, lo the ver^' lellcr? There are. ^]r, some men in 1b»e wortd wbio mike ^reit 
pBrade about their devotion to I he "dsar co*islATiilif?u,"--z¥^n, ^ir_ who make ]t^ sacred 
character a hobby, lud who, nevertheless are perfectL> reckless of ]L± viol al ion, if Ihc 
enct of pady are to be accompl i^ibH^d b> jL'f ibjuralion ' 

"There wa'f « degree of sarcasni blended w]th hi!i enuncial]oriorihe 'deBr 
constttutiori,' which ]ndkKed me lo think it po'&ible ihat he intended "^me personal 
allu'^jori when he repealed Ihe wond'f. In thi'f I might and mighl m^l have erred. 

" '[n whBt way, Mr Ad b Ens.' I ]nquired "i^ 1 his expunging prote^is to be 
accom p I I'lhed '^ [s the objectionBble resolul]on lo beerajsed from I he journal with a pen, 
or IS the leif that cont Bins il to be cut oul'^ 

" "Wcilher protc^is t^ lo be re^iorted to, b"^ ] understand it,' he replied. The resolution 
weII remain in lhe biH^k, black line^ ^ill be drawn aiound it, ind across il from righl 
anf le^i, Bnd the woml 'eiipunged " ^ill be wrjtienon Ihe face of it II will to ill intents 
and purposes "^lill "ftBnd on the Face of the book There are precedent ]n parliamentary 
journalism for the guidance of the SenBte. and I "suppose I hey w]l] be Bdopted.' 

"He then proceeded to give me a veiy graphic and intercsUng description of Bn 
expunging piocesK thai tiKik plBce in Ihe BrUish ParUament in the reign of J^mes the 
First, of England, whbch would repeat, ]riime and space allowed He detained me a long 
ttme, in namling precedents, ind commenUng on 1hem and 1hen 4bruptl> bringing the 
subjecl to 4 cto'ic Iet1 me 1o pursue my labors 

"^Don ifter the hJoirie had beencBlled lo order, immediately After the chaplBin hBd 
hi id his prayers— for thai wi.'f b ceremonial thai Mr. .Ad^ms b I w ays obse r^'ed— ] saw him 
leave ht'i "^at, and proceed, as I "supposed, lo the ^euBte chamber After Bn hour or Iwo 
had elapsed, I weni inio the SenBte and I here found hjm, stBndingouffideof lhe bar, 
h'flening, wilh all tmagin^bJe attention to Mr FeliA Griind> who wi.'f delivering himheJf 
ot some brkef remarks he had to utier on Ihe subject. 
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■Al n]nc o'tfock in lhc cvcntng bs [ fumbFcd my \^'ay through lhc bBcHy-lighlcd 
rotunda^ hBving ju'^1 c^tc^pcd frum a caucus lbial had been bv^lding 'a "iCc rcl sc^'iiou ' tu the 
roDin of ihc CDmm]tlcc du public Ijud'f^ ] dcscFEcd a ligti[ ]hhujrig frum iKc ve'ft]E>LiLc of 
the ScuBtc chamber. wh]ch apprized me thai 'the mwit dignified bcxJy oncBrth' ^4}^ st]ri 
inscs^]4>n Impelled E>y a UBtural curium ily [ pnx-cedtd tabards Ihr councti chamber of 
the rj^ht reverend ^ignoiy and, ju*i1 a.'f I reached the door, Mr_ .\dajTT^ 'ilet>pedoul I 
inqtitred iflhe re^iol utio ri had bee ri d isfiosed of 

" 'P^o, "fir/ he rephed, 'Eior t'i it pirtbable IhBt ]t will be ta-ncghl! A Senator from North 

Carolina l^ yet on the floor and, ^n it doe^ nol appear likely iKat he w]ll yield it very 
Eoon, and a±> I im^oinewhBt tBinI and wear> [ Ihirik [ ^Kakl go home.' 

■The night was very ^lormy Snow wai> railing Tast the moon, which had 

'—not yet fill'd her horna," 

had receded benealh the wc^lern horizon, Bnd. as I he cBpitol v^bs but sadly lighled, ] 
offered my services to I he venerable sage of Quincy, and at the same time Bilzed leave lo 
condncl him lo hff dwelling. 

' ■&]!,' "i^id he, 'I am ]ndebled Co >ou for your proffered k]ndncsK bul I need no! the 

'iervice oran>one. [ am Romewhal advanced ]n t]fe, but not >et, b> 1he blcss]ngorGod, 
infirm, or what Doctor Johnson v^ould call '\upeTfltuU]," and yon may recollect whal 
old AdBmsa^ m the play of "As >ou like il " 

■For in my youlh I never d]d apply 

Hot and rebellioLCi tiquon ]n my blood '" 

■For ihe fiPil time in my fife, ] found Mr .\dams a lilUe inclined to be facctiou.^, and 
] ^as glad of ]t— for it ^a.'f lo me b kind ot Bssurance Ihal my prc^ieiice was not absolulcly 
unwelcome 

'Thesaliititbon being o^cr. and Mr .\dams ha>]ng consenled ihat ] 'ihouldsee h]m 
down Ihe stepsof thecapHol, ] proceeded OFiward. and soon found myself with m> 
rcvcrtd convoy, in the ^icin][y of the wci>terngale of Ihe capjtol gnjunds. 
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The wind whi'^llcd b di'fmjl laic/ mi^ wc iruil^cdon^^'Brd^ look]ng tn ^Bin for a cab. jticI 

tbtr "fiHY^^' ands[cct ^hicbi^ cbtLv jci the day^ hBd maul I [^d the cadK. wb^ ro'A' suEne twelve 

icK-hcs deep on PemL'fylvanba avenue I ]nsisted ongoing onwaid; bul \1r AdaiiK 
objected and bidding mc ^^hxI nighl ^ome^^'hat uneereniunioiis^>, told me^ BEmo'fl in b^ 
man^ words, thit m> farther attendance ^is uii'A'elcome 

"A^l left h]ni^ he drew h]s'BcHiton wrapper* slill eloper around h]ni^ hitched up his 
miHens^ jud ^itti eJastic step brea'fted a wtulry storm lhat mighl have repelled even ihe 
more ela'ftjc niovcmeul orjuvemlily, and wended up the avenue. Althi^ugh I cannot 
irreverently say thit he 

'Wh]Etled as he weni, for wan[ ot though!, ' 

I fanc> thai his mind ^4}^ "lO deeply jmbued wilK the conic mp 1 41 con of Bffair^ of stalc^ 
and esp^r I «! ty jnconlemplat]ng Ihe eTpungmg resolLi[]on. thBt he arrived 41 hff home 
long before he was aware th^t he had threaded the distance bclwccn the capjto] and the 
Prcfidentjal square '""■ 

Ahhough elected lo ihc House of Re presf nl al] ves mi^ m Whig^ Bnd cduaMy actcug with 

thai pady. yel Mr. AdanL'f would never acknowledge iKal Fealty lo pady coutd jL£>tify a 
dcpadure fn^m 1 he co n^^ leul iow> dtsc hi rge of duly He went wilK his party a'f fir as he 
bcLieved h]s part> wa'f right ind iff pioceeding'f caEculited lo promole Ihc welfare of the 
country. Eul no pirty claims no sinilcs nor frownii^ could ]nduce h]m lo SBncl]on 4U> 
mea'^ure which he believed prejixJic]al to Ihe interest of ihe people. hJencc. during h]s 
congress]onal career tbte Wh]^occBS]onally found h]m 4 decided opposfrof the]r 
policy and measures^ on queslions where he deemed ihcy had mistaken Ihe true couple. 

^ Reminiscences of the I ale John Qui ncy Adams^ by an Old Colony Man.—^^iF York 

Aiias 
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[r thc'f he -^^R bul tnic to hi'i pri ru: epics. charoclcF^ jrid ^^tiolc pa'fC hstary ll wbs not ihBt 
Kc Lo>cd his [H>L]tical pady or Tricnds Ids. but ltial he loved v^hBt he viewed b^ conducive 
to Ihc v^clr^rc of iKc nalion^ more 

The same prcncipkc of ic tio ri govc rned him in reference to ht'f polil]Cjl opponenl^i. [ri 
generil he threw bii'f influence AgBinst the BdmLTii^lralionofGen. J4ck^oIl under a 
sincere convirtion 1hal \\^ polie> wi^ injurious lo [he we I fi re of our common country. 
Bui to every measure which he could iiBnctJon, he d]d not he!i]tBte to yield 1 he support of 
a[| Ki^ eneigics. 

An in-^lancc of thi*i dcic n pi ion occ urred in relation to I he Irealy of cndcmniEj wcth 
Frince. For nearL> forty yeara. negol] al ioeis had been pending in v*]n w]th the French 
Govemmenl, to procure in indemmly fo r spo I i aE]orvi of Amencan co mmerce^ dun ng ihc 
French Revolution and Republic. On lhe4lh of JuL>^ I SJI . Mr. Rivcf^ the Amencin 
MEn]ster to France succeeded i n concl ud i ng « treaty wilh thil c ouni ry . ^ec uri ng to 
American merchanfi in indenin]t> of five mi 1 1 hon.'f of dol 1 4 r^. But although I he Irealy 
^a'f duly ralified by bolh Governments, 1he French Chamber of Deputies obstinately 
refused, for several >ears, lo vole an apprt^pnation of money lo fulfil i Is M ipul at ki ns In 
I Bj5. Gen J ac kson detemi] rted on sinnng measures to bnng Che French Govemmenl to 
the d]scharge of iLs obligiliorb He accordingly sent a message to Congress, 
recomme ntl I ng, la the eveni offurlher delay on I he partofFrartce. that feTIetJ oj fnarqiie 
and rx^pn'taf be ]ssued a^a]n^1 the commerce of France arul 41 Ihe fiame time inslrucled 
Mr Edward Livingslon our Minister al thil day at Ihe Court ot Si Cloud, lodemarul h]s 
passports, and retire to London. 
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Fn all chcEC !itcps, which rciulccd in bri rig] ng F ranc c to j 'ipccdy f uff] M mtnl of [hr trtBty, 
Mr Adams yielded his unrcsirrvcd support lo the admin istrBtion. He believed Gen 
jAckson in rcsorlLJi^ 1a 4. ompijJ'^or> mcisunz'f^ was pursuing b course called for Blikc by 
the honor Brid the intercut of tht couTilry^ md he dtd nol bicsilatc to g]vc him acord]ai 
^iuppi^d. nutw Lth.^1 andi rig Kc was a poliUcaL opponent, [ri a "speech made by \1r Adams 
on thciiubjecl, m the iiou^c oF Rcpre^eiitaliv«>, he said:-- 

"Sir, if wc do not unilc wi[h the PFC^hdcrit of the Urn led Slales en arieffod tocompeF 

the French Chamber of DepuUes 1o(.Brr>' out 1bie piovis]ons of thi'f 1re*ty, we shall 
become the scorn, the conlempt, the derision and the repio^chuf ^It mankind' Svt, this 
trcBty h^ii been ratified on both "fides of ihc ocean, it hMH received ihe s]gn minnal of the 
sovereign of France, Ihnjugh His IniperiBl Majesty's principal M]nisterorStJte; il has 
been ratified b> the 5enBte ot this Republic, it his been sand loned by AlmEghly God; 
and stcll we ire lold. fcn b voice potenliiL in the other wing of 1 his cipjtol. thi1 Ihe 
arrogance of France.— na>, ^ir. no! of Fnnce, but of hcrChBmberof Depulie^i— the 
insolence of 1 he French ChambePi, mus1 be subm]tled lo. and we muM come down to ihe 
/l^iv^^ degradat]on of re-open I ng nego1ii1ions lo atlain thi1 whjch hBS BLread> been 
acknowledged to be our due' Sir ]s this aspccimenof >ourboBS1edch]valry'^ Is th]s an 
evcdence of the emstenceof 1hal herofcc valors hie h ha'f so often ted our ann'f on lo glory 
and immortal ily'^ Re-open ru^gi^l] al lon^ ^ir. wj[h Frince? 

11 



266 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

Do it^ ind !iDon >ou well r]ncl your fTsg i nsuFlcd^ di^ihonorrd and iroLlclcn in lhcdiis[ b> 

the pigmy StJlK>of Asia bhcI Afnti— b> the vcr^ binditli of 1hc CBrth Sir, 1bH:onl> 
RCfij ti atjo rw sBy^ lhc Pn^^idc n t of 1 he Unilcd Stiles^ iKbE he v^ould encounlcr, "fhouLd be 
al the cannon's moulhV 



The effect [>rodiicecl b> thi'f "fpfech ^'3^ tremcndoici on all stde'f; and^ for a white, ihc 
HoLCiC was lost in the excitement it afforded. The venerable oralor ti>ok his "^eBt; and^ as 
Ke ^ank imo it^ iKe ver> ^ilL'f shook with lhe iKundcrLii^ Bppliu'fe Ke hid awBlzencd. 

On ihe 2Ech of June. Ift.Tft. the ^^encrablc ex-PrescdcnC JAMES M.^DISON, dct>Jrtcd 
Icfc al Monlpclier, Va , in Che CLgh1y-snth >eaFof hi*^ B^e He hid Filled b promineiH 
place LTi tbte hj^lor^ of our Government^ fn^m iff firM organii^aUon. A^ astBte^^min Ke 
^4}^ unsLjr[>assed in cnUcaL acumen, tn profundi t> of krio'A'ted^e in in u riders ti ridi ng of 
con^^lMutionBl GovemmeriK ind iff ada[>tatbon 1o the rcghl^ and mtere'fls of the people. 
Hi'f WFttings are an irivatnable legBcy lo Kiscounlr>'men^ Brid ^ill be studied ind quoted 
for age^ lo come "His publtc ac1s were i noble comEnenlary upon hi!i pohUcaL 
prj re. i p les— ht^ privBte life an illuMrBtionof the purest virl ues of I Ke heirt " 

When 1 message trom the Presnienl. innouncing the death of Mr. Midison w be 
received in lhe Houi±e of Repre^entalives^ Mr Adams aiosf and sakd ~ 

"By 1 he general sense of the House, it is with perfecl propriety thBt 1 he delegu ion 
From the common'A'eillh of Virginia hive tBken lhe lead in Ihe melancholy dul> of 
propo'fing the mea^iure^ suitable to be acktpled i.'f lestimoniilh of the venerBtiondue, 
from Ihe Legisl al urc of the Union, lo the niemiYr> ot the departed palnol and sage, the 

nBtiveoflKcLr'^iL ind the cilizcnof lheircoininLinit>. 
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"]1 i'i ixYl wittiDul !»mc li«iilal]Dri. andflomr diFfidcricc^ Thai [ have risen lo offer in 
my u^n bcKaLf. and in thit orni> colleagues upon thifi fluoF^ ^rid oFatirconiTTiori 
con^muenff^ to joirioLir voice ^ it once of mourning ind c\uLlat]on. at the evcnl 
annouRced to bolK Houses of Congre^s^ by 1hc nicssige fium 1hc Pre'fidcnt ot the United 
Slate^~of mournLng at 1hc berci^emcTil wh]ch hB*^ befallen our common country, by the 
deceBfie of one of Ker nHH>t ] 1 1 usi nous so rvf— of e t u 1 1 at]o ri al the ^pecticte affoided to ihc 
ob'fervBtioriof Ihe cb^]lizcd worlds Bnd for Ihe cmijlaE]onor4f1crlLme'^ by the cliv>c of b 
life of EEicfulneES *nd of glor^, attcr forty yciPi of ^icrv ]c e ]n tni'fUorihc highesi dignity 
and splendor that a co rif idi rig counlr> could bc!i1ov^ succeeded by Iwenty ye^r^i of 
ret] cement and pnvatc L]fe, no! cnfenor^ in the csttmationof the virtuous ind 1hc wise, to 
the honoisonhe highe^l stalion I hat Bcnbttion can ever altairi 

"Of the pubJic lifeof Jamc"^ Madjson what could [ say ihat ]e not deeply impressed 
upon the menmry and upori the Ke*rt of ever^ one wilhm the "^undof my voice'' Of hi^ 
pnvale life. whi1 bul mii^l meet an ec Ko] ng sKo u t of Bppliu.^e from every voice wjthin 
thfi h^lL'^ Es il not in a pre-eminent degree b> eman^tEon from Kis mind th^l v^e are 
assembled here js Ibu: re p resent b ti^ es of the people and Ihe Stales of th]s Union '^ Is eI not 
transc e ridently by hi'f exertions 1hal we aki jddres'f each olKer here by Ihe cndeBrmg 
appellaUon ot countrymen and fellow-c][izen'f?Of ihaE bandorbenefaclors of the human 
race, the founders of the Con'ililulton of tbu: Untied States, James N-ladi^^^n is tbte Jast 
who hi.'f g^ne to his rewBcd Their glorious work has survived 1btem bII The> have 
transmitted the precjoi^ bond of union lo us now enltrely i succeeding generiUon to 
tbH^m. Ma> ]t never cease 1o be a voice of 4dmon]Eion to us, of ourdut^ to transmit Ihc 
inheritance unimpaired to our children ofl he rising age. 

"Of iKe personal relal]ons of thi'f great man, which gave nse to 1he long career of 

publtc sen'Lce in wh]ch Iwenty ycBrs of my own life his been L-n^B^ed. Jt becomes me 
no1 to spcBk The fulness of Ihe heirt musi be siknt, even lo the suppression of the 
overflowings of grBlitude Bnd affect]on " 
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To ihc ycjr 1SJ5_ chc cjrctrof Mr_ .\djms ]n Congress had been marked by no 

"lignat cl]splay ofchanctcn^tics pcculiir to hiinsclr olKcr I Kan such a'f iKc ^orld had 
lon^ been Fainiliar \^'iEh in hi'f prcvioici hLstor>. He had succeeded ]n ma]rit4]nLJig hjs 
reputation for patriotism dcvatjori ti^ pnnciplc^ PdIlIiciL "figBcity 4Tid wfc'ulom^ brcI hb 
fame as a public dc baler ind cLoquciH speaker But no new development of quaL]tjes 
unrecognized before hfld btcn madc_ From thil ycBr for^^-ard, ho^^-evcr Ke placed 
hjnisclf in a new alTttude before Ihc counlry. and entered upon a career wh]ch eclipsed 
bLI his former service"^ and idded a lustre 1o his fime ^^'hich will glow jn unrivilLcd 
splendor as Long bs human freedom in pnzed orie^nh Mem Kard[> be necessary lo state 
thai allic>ion is here mBde lo Kis advocacy oflKe Rtghl orPeMtiori. and his detennined 
ho'fli[]ty 1o silvery A1 in age "A^hen mo'fl men would lea^e the slormy fieLd ot publEC 
lite, and retire to 1he quiet "fccLu^Lon ofdomesUc comfod. Ehc^c greal topics inspirited 
Mr Adams \^'ith a renewed vigor Wjth bII the ardor iritl zeal of >outh_ he placed himseLf 
]n Ihc fronC rank of iKe baltle ^h]ch ensued plunged ]nto the very mindst of the metee^ 
Bnd. v^Jth B daunllczi courage. thBt \^'ori the plaudits of iKe ^orld^ held aloft iKe banner of 
freedom jn Ihe Halls of Congress, when olKer hearts qu*] led and fell back' He led 'the 
torlorn hope' to the assaull aflKc bu[warl:sors[Bvery^ when iKe most 'f4ngu]rie beheved 
h]s almosi superhuman labors ^ould be ilE ]n va]ri [n I Kese c onlests a "^piril blazed oul 
from hb nobtc soul which ckcclnficd the nal]on w]th idimrAthDn. 
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[r his [Titr^pid bcanng am]cl [hc^c ^iccnc: he fully pernio m fled ihc couplcl quoted in one 
of hi*i oratjans — 

"Thy sp]rtl. Independence, let me fiharc. 

Lord oflhc Lion Kc^rt and cag[c eye! 
Thy stcp^ I fol[ow, wUh my bosom bare. 

Nur heed Ihc Murm ihat howk ilang ihc sky." 

The flrat Act ]n [he cireerof Mr. Adams ^i^ b M e mbc f of Congre^is, was tn reLBt]ori Id 
Elaver>. On iKe I2[h of December. IS3L. e1 be] rig the fecund week of the f] ni t session of 

the twenty-second CongreK^, he presented fifteen petHiorei. all numcroLftly signed. Frum 
sundry jnhabHanlv of Fenn.syhBnn praying for the abo[]tion oF*ili>ery and IhesLive 
trade in 1bie Distnt.! of Columbia In presenting thcic pet]tion'^ Mr Adams remarked, 
thai although the [>elil]uneis \^'ere not ofhi'f jnimed]ale c onst] tue nt;^, yel he did not deem 
hjcnseLf at Jiberty lo decline presenting 1heir petjtjon*^ Ibu: Iransniission of which lo him 
luanLJested b confidence in h]ni for which Ke was bound to be gralefuL From a Letler 
which had BccompBnied the pet]E]ons. Ke inferred that they cime from members of the 
3oc]ely of Friends or Quakers a bod> of men, he declared. thBn whom there wbsi no 
more respecEible Bnd worthy class of c itczens— no ne who mure slriclL> made 1heir hves j 
commentary on 1heir professions, b b<Kly of men comprising, tn h]s FLTm opinion, as 
muchof humBn vidue, jnd as Li tile of human innnn]ty, bs any oCherequil number of 
men, of Bny denominaE]on, upon Ihc fice of the globe 
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The pctElioic far ihc al>oli[]anof ihc hla^c tr^dc m The DcsCncI of Columbia^ Mr 
.^daiTL'f CO nsidcFccI re Lb ting tu 4 propc r ^ u bj cc t J or the legi!ilaE]unorCungrc'& Bui he did 
riot gh^c hks counlcnancc to ttiobc wKjch preyed forlKc ^bolklionor'^LBVCFy in thil 
Di'flncl r^ot Ihat he would approbate iKcsyT^tein of slavery, for he v^bs and in Fact had 
been iKrougK lifc^ its mo^t dctenn]ned foe But he bcheved the Unic had ix^l then arrived 
For the d]hc LC>sio ri o F Ehit subject iriCongre^^. ] t \^'as his^ctUed LunvLction 1hal a 
prc/9\aTiirF agitalionor^fUvcr^ in the national couricJE wuutd greally relaid^ rather than 
Facilitalc^ iKc abolmonarihBt giant evil~"as the mos1 saLular^' medjc i rics>^" he declared m 
LilkEtralion^ "undul> admbn]^tered . were iKc most deadl> oF [loisons." 

The postlion laken b> Mr Adams^ in presenting the^e [ielil]ons. was evidentt> 
misLjndcrstiMKl by mBny, *nd especially by AbolLlLoni*its_ They construed ]t ]nto a 
dj^po'iition on hs pad tosancUon^ or at leisl to "iLEeumb unresistingly^ lo the inhumanity 
andenonn]ty orihes[Bve in^lilnlLon. In tht^ conclusion lFtey signal L> erred. Mr. Adam'f^ 
b> b]rth, edtizjlbon^ bII the B'^'^>c]aliansof his hfe^ Bnd the fired principles uF hi^i morBl 
and political character^ \^'as an opposer of si aver> in e^ery farm. No mi n felt more 
keenly the wrelchcd absiirdHy oF profe^ising lo base our Government on the "self-evident 
truths 1hal all men are c realed ^Yjirrr'^ ind endowed by their Crealor with in unahenBble 
right lo I ife . ^r Ati*^ Jy, and iKe puisuil of happiness"— of proc L b i mi ng o ur LTnion Ihe abode 
of libert>. the "home of Che free." the asylumof 1 he oppre^ised— while hoEding in our 
midbt mi ll honb of fc Llow-be] n^ manic Led m hopcle^is bondage [ 
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No mBR VrB^ more jnx]aLEi to corrrcT \hi^ dc'fgraccrul mcsnomcr and ^^'ipr a^^By il^ dark 
!ilafcii from our nalioni] c^uK^hcon Bt 1bic i:arL]cst prBLliLBbl^ momcnL Eu1 he ^i.'f 4 
^ilalc^manofprorouiKl knowledge and tar-rcBching SBga(.]ty_ He po^iscsscd iKc nrc 
qu al ity of bc] ng able lo "b]cfc his Umc" in ilL cnterpri/e*i_ Great bs he felt 1hc enormily of 
Amcncjn ?:laver> lo be Kc v^ould not, in seek] ng tii remove it, ^eler1 a Umc so 
un'ieBsonBbLe. and adopt meaiiuresso Ljnv^]se. mi^ would result S^mvon-Jikc. m renH^ving 
the p]llaFS of our great polit]^.^] fibnc, Brid crushing iKeglDnocE Unton, formed by I he 
wi'ulum and cemenled by tbc btDod of our Revotulion4r> F^thepf, ]ntiY b mass orruin'f. 

Eclievtng lKere ^i.'f j time lo withhold Bnd a Time to "flnhe Ke wonJd palienlty wait 
unUJ the sentimeni of tbe American people became suff jl jent] y ripened, under the 
increasing hght Bnd Liberalily of the age. To [>erm]t "slavery 1o be lav^JulL^ Bnd peaceably 
remnved ^hile tb»c Union -should remBin unwcBkened and unio ul hcd— 1 bw pride of our 
heads, tbtc BdmirBtion ot the ^orld. Hence, jn bii'f eBrL> career, he siw no piop]EJoiis 
momeni For such a work Wbile discharg]ng tbe duties of U. S. Serialor, Secretary of 
Slate, and President, br al1emp1 m 1hal direction ^ould have resulted in ^n aggravation 
ot the cvil"^ of slavery, Bnd astrenglhening ot the ]n*i1i1ution_ 
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Nor on first cnlcnng Congrr^'f did Kc conceive ihc []me To be fLilF> come to cngBge ]ri 
1ha1 agitiTEon of the momenlou'^ "fubjccl. wh]ch^ "Aihen once commenced lti camc^l. 
would never cea^ie unUi ei ther si aver> would be abulisKed^ bs far i^Congrc^is po*ise^^ied 
conslfctuEioriat power or tlie Union become reni m l^iin' But Ke evidently saw tlij1 t]me 
wa^ 41 tund— even *t Ihe d^or— and he prepared hinL^c I f for the co ntesL 

]ri I S.^^. the pei^pie ofTei^as [ook up Brms tn open rebeli]on igBinst tite Government 

of Mex]co_ That ProvirKe hBd bee n se tl I ed chtefly by emigrBRts from 1he Soutl^crn and 
^oulhwcftern Stales Many of I hem hBd tiken Ihe ir "slaves wilK them But the Mexican 
Government^ to the i r e nd urmg honor be it SBid^ ibolfc'fhed "flaver^ throughout I hat 
Republic The ostensible objec I of the Tex]an ] nsnrrcc I ion was to resist cerlBin "themes 
ot usurp Btion alJeged B^ain.'fl SBntJ Anna^ at 1hal time President of Mextco At Ihe 
present dBy_ however, *fter hBving wilnes-^ed the enlire progress and consummalionof 
the "icheme, ]t ]s abundanlly e^]denl thil fn^m 1he beginning 1here ^i.'f 4 dehber^te and 
wel l-digcttcd plan 1o re-estabt]shslaver> in Te^as— aniiex 1hal province to 1he Uniled 
Slates— Bnd thus ijnmen*iel> increase lhesl*^e terrUory and influence jn the Lrn]on 

At 1th: firM bli.'il of the Texian bugle. Ihou'^ind'f of volunteers from I he sL avehoEd] ng 
Slates ni'fhed to the stand^nd of "the lone stir " 
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AgcnI'i wtrc !icnt to [he LTnitcd 5Ib[c^ to create an ]ntcrc!it in behalf of Tex bs— the mo^l 
innammitory appeals were made to Ihr people of the Union-- and Brmed bodj4!sor 
Amenc B ri c i tczcns were openly fonned lji 1he ^outh and I ranh ported without 
concealment lo the ^eal of the i nsurrcc tton. Pre!i]dcnl Jactyon reminded Ihe tTihBbilBnts 
of the Unkted S tj te'f of 1 Keir o b I l^ b tioTi'f lo ob^ierve neiJlFalil> in Ihe conies t between 
Mexico And ]K rcbellLow> pFovince. At 1bte "finie E]nK Gen. G^ine^^ wilh a body of U S 
troops. WB!i ordered to EBke up « poE]lion within the borders of Texas. The Bvowed object 
of thi'f movement wt^ lo protect the people of Che Soulhwe-^leni frontiera trom the 
I ncursioiiii of ] nd] an tribe^i jn the employ menl of Meiiico. Em the presence of such i 
bod> of troops could not bul e^ert an ]nflueiice fivorabte to the measures ^nd objects of 
TexA.'f; and besLde*^ il afterwBrds Bppeired the [ndiin'f hBd no dispo^]t]on to lakeside*^ 
wt1h Meiiico. or to mBke jn> deprediUoiwon Ihe lerrLloric^ ot the UnHed Stite^i. A 4.4IL 
wa'f m Bde on Congre'z> for in BppropmtLon of a million of dol 1 4Pf I0 cirry on thcic 
luiljtBry operjlions^ Ihe eiilir~e tendency of whkcK wbs to encourage Texi.'f in its aHempI 
to Ihn^wolT the M eric an alleg]artcc arHJ re-est b b I i!ih "flBvery. 

The source from whence the authontjesof Texas were confidentt> lookrng for 
as^iMancc. arul lKe uHenor object Bt which the> were aiming in the]r tn.'iurrection— viz.' 
annexation lo the Unkled ^tBtcf^ Bnd thic adding territory Bnd Mrength to Ihe tn.'fE]tulion 
of Elaver> —are c^earfc> revealed in the followtng extracts from b Lctler addi^'^'^d b> Gen. 
Houbhon, commander of the Tcxian forces, to Gen DunLap, of MB^h^]Llc, Tcnn.— 

13' 
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"ToGEN- DUNLAP 

SIR —Your favor of Ihc 1st of June rtjcbwd mc l^^\ tvcn]ng I regret 'io much delay 
^lII uccc&arily result before yaucBri rcicK lti. Wc ^'\l\ need your aid. and iKat "ipccdily 
The enemy, in lirgc numbcpf, bzc reported to be in Texas ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ The irmy iv]lh 
whccK they Fiist entered Tcitas is broken up End dispeised b> deserlion andolKercBuscs. 
[f they get BntJther army of 1b»e e it ten! f>rap<Kied, i1 must be composed of new recruits, 
and men pressed inio service They will not possess the mcthjn]cjl cffic]enc> of 
d]^LLplLne ^hichgi^es the Mex]C4n troa[>s the only ^dvBntJge ihey have. The> weIV 
eastly be louled by a ^ery tnfenur foire Ft?t a i?t?*\ron of ihal Jorce^ wf simtf bx^ ohhg^ 
io look fo ihe U^iff^ SiiiT^s' [| cannot reach us loo soon. There is bul one feeltng ]n 
Tex*.^, ]n my opiruon, ind 1hal l^, 1o estflblish 1he ]ridependcnce ot Texi^, End TO BE 
ATTACHED TO THE LTNtTED ST.^TES' ^ ^ ^ ■< ^ M aich as speedily as possible, with 
aEI the aid >ou can bring, and I doubl not bul you will begritLficd with your rccepthon 
and ^Jtuitkon." 

The whole plan "succeeded beyond iKe aniicipalionof ]ts mosE 'f4ngu]ne projectors. 
Aided by men and means from iKe Uniled Stales, Te^ascilBbLishcd its i ndepe ndenc e~ 
organhied a go^ernmenl— incorporated slaver> into i ff co n'f 1 1 1 ution £±o I Ko roughly mi^ la 
guBrd agiinht 1he remotes! allemploer to remove ]t— End by a pmccss un.'furitissed jn 
the BnnaL'f of polilicBL ]nEngue, ]n dix lime bee b me innered lo the Nodh American 
Union. 
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In ihifi occcs^ioriof a tcmtury firtm whtcK several hrgc SCitf'f ^'\li c^crituilty be curved 
ouK iKc sl4>c power of Ihc United ^latcf oblaiiicd a "figiiBl BdvanEigc^or whbcK il will 
riot fc>f bBck^Brd to jvail il^iclriri the thine of his need. A raithful history of I Kiscnliic 
movcmcm l^ yet lo be wnl ten- 
Mr. .^ims with his well-know ri and lo ng- tried sag jcily.sav^ at b gLBRce 1he whuLe 
de!i]^nof I Ke orig] nalo ra of the Tcx*.^ i riMJiret Uan While mo^l people v^ere iveise lo the 
belief I hat b prujett was seriously on foot to sever a l*rge and free piovince from the 
Mexican Republic and inne;^ lI to 1he Umon i.'f "flBve lerritur^^ he reicl 1hc dcsjgn in 
legible cKaracten^ fn^m the beginning In « speech made ]n the iiouse ot Repre^entalive^i^ 
in MBy. IS36. in refercRce 1o the call for b milLioriordoklais. for purposes already slated^ 
Mr. Adams LinrLddlcd ihc Texian piojct I with iKe vi'fioriof a pn^phel 

"Have we not ^ieeri American citizens," said Mr. .^djm.'f, "going frum bII parL^ ot the 
country tocBrry on the WBrof I his province igBinst 1he united Government ot Mexico^ 
Who were iho-^e who feH it Alamo'* Who ire now fbghting under the comm b nd of I he 
hert^"" ofTeTun Fame'' .\nd have we no1 been called upon in thi*i Hoiiie, lo recognize 
Texian independence'^ ] t seem^ thit Gen Gai n«> conshde rs thhs « wanndctence of 'our 
Texians.' " 

Mr. Cambreleng explained chBt the word "neighbors." had been accidcntilfj omitted 
inGen Game*^' dtspalch 

''Gcneril Houston 
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Mr Ad ams con! I nurd —"Was lh]s an intcntmn to conquer Ttxis, to r^-c^itablish [hflt 
"flavcr^ "A^hbcK had been abolished by 1hc Umlcd Mcaicbr Stales'^ It thai ^b*^ the casf^ 
BFid^c v^crctobf dra^n ]nto an ac k riowlcdgmcnt of I Kcir independence, and Ihrn^ by 
1hal preliminary jet^ b> thai ackTio'A' Led^ mcnt , if wc were upon the]r application to ad mil 
Tcxa.'f lo become a pBrt oflhe Uniled States^ Ihen Ihe House oughl to be infonned of il I 
"fhalL be for no such war, nor for mating any such addition toourlerritury =" ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j 
hope Congrcwi wdl take care to go ]nto no war for the re-est b b I i^hme n t of slavery where 
It hB"^ been abolished— 1 hat they will gii into no war in be halt of 'our Texians_'or'our 
TexiBn nejghboni' and I hat 1hey will go into no war with a foreign power, whthoul other 
cause Ihan the acqiJJS]tionof lerrHory." 

]n a speec h del I vered a few day^ sub^iequent lo Ehe above, Mr. Adam^ uhed iKe 

following language — 

']1 i'i "faid that one of 1he earhest acLiof this adm]nistra1ton was a proposal, made at a 
Ume when there was alread> much ill-Kumor tn Mexico agBireit 1he Uniled Stales, iKal 
^he should CL"de to 1he Uniled Slales a >ery large port]onof her tern tory— I arge enough to 
constitute nine States equal ]nexlent to Kentuck>. Lt muiil beconfes'fed thai ade^]ce 
betlercaLcLilited to produce jealousy, sus[>lc ion, ]Ll-w]ll and hitred, coutd no1 have been 
contrived 1 1 is TuFther affirmed iKat 1 his overt Lire, off e nsive in ibfelf, was made precisely 
BE 1he Ume when a "iWBrmofcoloni'fls from these Lrn]ted Slales. were covering 1he 
Mexican bomler w]th land-jobbing, Bnd w]th "flBves, inlrodiEed in defiance of Mexican 
law?^. by wh]ch "fla^^ery hBd been aboE]sKed thn^nghonl the Repubhc. The war now rag]ng 
]n TeAas is a Mexican civil wbt. and b wbt for Ihe reeslablishmeni of sla^er^ where U 
wa'f iboh'fhed. It is not a "fervjLe war. but b war bel^een slavery and eniancipat]on. and 
every poss]ble efforl has been made todnve ie inCo the war on 1hc ^ide of slavery " 

'When, tn the >ear 1336, resolutions to recognize Che i ndepe ndence of Texi.^ came 
up in Ihe House of Representa1i>es Mr. Adam.^ opposed 1hem wUhgreBt energy and 
eloquence, Bnti provoked a mos1 amlent Bnd vtoleni debale. Mr WBddy Thompson then 
a Representali^e m Congres'f, Bnd sub'feqnently Minister ti^ Mexico, ad^ocaled Ihe 
pBssage oflKc rc^lnlions, Bnd. m do]ngso.said 1hal Mr. Adam'f, la Regional ing ihe 
Florida treaty, aclijall> ceded to Mexico Ihe whole of Te^as, a pro^]nce that was pad and 
parcel of iKis Union 
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"Mr Adams i mmtdi aCc I y BrrcsCcd [he speech of Mr_ Thompson, jnd dcnccd the 
impcBchmcnt. Mr Thoinp'iiYn rcjuiricd^ jrid to "flrcngthcri hff posHLon^ quoted "lUmc 
rcmirlz'i Gen. Jackson had inideon I Ke subject confLrin ator> of the chirgc orh4^]ng 

sicnfjccd the national domBin^ jn the Flondi ricgoti al]ori 

"Mr Adams replied ^i thereat ^iTmth^ and \^'ent ]nto b mi mite Bnd Enterr'Eling 

riBFFalive ot the whoLc trans BCI]on Among other thLJig";^ he s Bid 1hal before the Florida 
treBty wasE]gned^ he took it lo Gen. JBckson, tooblain hi\ opjmon ot ]t, and that it ^a'f 
UTicondilioniJL^ Bpproved by him 

"Mr Thompson was surprised al the BnnouncemenE of thi": faci El weBkened h]R 
poiiittDii ^CF^ material] y^ and Ke re'iumcd his beat a defeated jntagoni^l So SAid Lhc 
HoiEe of Re p r«tenl B tives^ wjth "^arcely I he excephonof a member 

"Mr Adams com mued his defence 'At I hat Uine^' "i^id he^ 'General Jackson was ]n 
thff c][>, on exciting bu'fiiiesK connecled wjth 1he 5 em i note wbt. Bnd afler I he Irealy had 
been cone Luded andon[> ^ billed iKesignjture^of I Ke contracl lti^ pBrties. the then 
Pre'fident of the United ^tBte'f directed me Id call on General Jickson^ ]n my off]cial 
capicily as Secretary of Slate, and obi am h]s opinion ]n reference to bonndincf I d]d 
call GenerBl Jacb^n^sir wi.'f 4t ihBt 1ime holding h]s quartern ]n the hotel 41 the other 
end of I he a^ e niic^ iNttt" kept by Mr .\zanah Fuller^ bul liix^? under iKe mBnagement of 
Jonilhan McCarty. Thcdi> wis exceedingly wBrm^ ind. on entering General Jacb^n'^f 
partor [ found htm much exhBusled by excfctement^ Bnd the inlens][> of the weather. [ 
made known to h]m iheob-jecl oF my vi^it; when Kc replied thu [ would greBtly oblige 
hm if I would excuse him from took]ng hnio Ihe malter then. "Lei^c ihe papeni wilh me^ 
"^ir. tjLl to-moTTOw ^ or I he nexl day^ Bnd [ w]ll exam]ne I hem." I d]d Leave themsEr and 
tbH^ neiit d4> called for the he ro\ opinion anddec]sion Sir 1 recollect the occurrence 
peFfectl> welh General Jack.'^n was still unwell; and ihe p^per^, with in accompanying 
map, were spread before him. Wuh hiscine,sir, he pomled lo the bound Bne^, bs the> 
hBd been agreed upon by the parlies; and, sir with « ver^ emphBtic expression, which I 
need nol repeat, he arf]rmed them.' 
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■This deb Jtc, whElst yet ^^'arm fiDm the Kancfcof (he rcpodcn^^ reached General 
Jjcthon, ind wa'f 4t once pressed ufxin hi'f BtlenE]Dri [L'f coiitFHlic[]ori and rcfLitation 
were deemed matlen>orp4rBmuun[ ]m[)onBnce. The old^oldbcrdiLl not he'fitate long to 
acl in the m^tlcr^ jnd "speedily there appeared in the Globe ne^^'spsper « I e1ter. signed 
Andrew Jack.'^n^ denymg^ in unqu4lLf]ed End uncondLUonil Icrms^ everything thit Mr. 
.Admins hfld uttered He deTi]ed hBving been in Washinglan a1 the t]me \1r Adam'f 
de^]gnaled^ but artcn^'arcfc. being cunvcnced Ihat he wi.'f in error in lh]s fact only he 
corrected hinu^lf, but denied mo^[ po'iitively that he had "leeri the Floridi treaty^ or Mr. 
.Adaniii^ at I he lime of il!i negotialion^or Ihal he biad hid the remotest agency or 
connection wilK the trjn.'f ic tio n. 

^Mr. Adams re'f ponded and appealed lo Kisdiary^ where everything wassci forlh 
wilh ihe uCmo^l precision *iid accuracy. The year, di> of the month. End of the v^eek, 
and the very hour of the d4> aLJ v^ere rBilhtijJL> recorded 

"The jffahr produced muc h scnsal ion it Wi'^hington; and even Ihe most determined 
advoc ate^ of GenerB L Jackson be[]eved thai bte and no! Mr. Adam'f, was in erior. No one 
^"ould or could for a nioment bcheve thu Mr. Adims' had niBde b fal^c repod ' 

"Whilst tbiL^conlroveisy was pending [ cilLed al the Prcsidentjal mansion, one 
afternoon, when General J ackson, str* nge to "^iy. happened to be alone He said thil he 
^a'f very glid to see me, beciu'^e Ke would Like to heir, from one ^hi^ hBd an 
opporlunily of seeing more of the presK than he mv\^, whit was the e:iact stJtc of pubJic 
opinion, jn regard to I he controveisy 

" W'i r^r as [ am e apible of j ixJgi ng, Mr President.' I replied, 'the people appear to be 
unBnimou'f in the opinion 1hal there is a mi'fundenilanding a mi'^Bpprehen'iion between 
you and Mr AdBms for no one imagmci. for a mo men! Ih^t either of you would 
misrepre'ie n1 frets' Mr AdBms is a mBn of infinite method; he is generally accurate, and, 
in Ihis iKit^nee, it appeals thBt he i^ ^u.'ftiined by his diar>.' 

" 'Hisdiar> [ don't tell' me anylhing more about hisdiar> ^ Sir. th^t diBr^ comes up on 
aM occ Bsionsi— o ne would Ihink thBt its pages were as tmmutable is 1he law^ ot the Mede^ 
and Persians' Sir, thai diary ^ill be iKe death of me! E wonder if JBEnes Moni~oe kepi a 
drary^ If he did, ht h^ lo be hoped I hat il will be looked lo. to see ifit conlain.'f 4n>lhing 
about Ihff .\dams and Din Onis treaty Sir, I did not see it, I was na J con.'f ul ted about it." 
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"The old hcnj was exceed] ngly vehement, jnd wi^ piDceed]np [o descanl iv]Ch 
especial v]olerice, when he wb"^ ]nterrijpted by the entrB™.e of Mr_ Secretary Woodbury, 
and [ never hcirti another v^orcl ahaut Ibw mBtler_ A qLKSt]oriof verBcity between Ihe 
pBrt]es v^BS raided and ^^-as Ewver adjijd]cited. Eolh went dn^^-ri to the grBve before any 
definite hghl wb*^ cast on the "fubjecl, bul the ^orld had derided lhal General JBck^o^l 
was in crrur '""■ 

"■ Rem] ntiice rice^ of the late John Qui nc> .Adim^i, by an OLd Colony Min 



CHAPTER X]]]- 



MR ADAMS PRESENTS PETITIONS FOR THE ABOLISHMENT OF SLA VERY - 
OPPOS[T]0^ OF SOUTHERN MEMEERS--EXCETING SCEWES [^ THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENT ATE VES--M ARKS OF CONFIDENCE IN MR. AD \M S 



[r the mcjntfcinc^ during the >can^ IS36 ind ] S37, the public mhnd ]n ihc r^Dithcm 
Slater, bccimc fully JTDU'fcd to Ihc cnunn] t]«> of A mcric an sk avcry— i b> cue roac Kmcnt^ 
on tht nghb> jnd ]ntcrcstsar[hc frcr Slater— the undui: inflLiccK-r it 'A'a'f cxcrci'iirig in our 
nBtiorial cou ric kl^~ and the evident dc term inal ion lo enlarge its bordeis and ][s c^]ls^ by 
Lbn: Bddit]unornc\^' and lar^e lemtorich. Pctittons rorlKe abolinonofhtj^cF^ and iKe 
slave tradET in iKe D]strict ot Columbia and Ihc Territories^ began to pour]nlo Congre'iS. 
from eve r>' seclianof 1he EbM *nd North. These were generally presented by Mr_ 
.\d4n1s. His Bge ind expenence— hi^ wel I -tno^^' n influeEice in the HoLfccof 
Re p reseni atj ves— biL^ pitrioU'im^ Bnd ht^ intrepjd advoc acy of hum b n frcedo m— tn^pi red 
the confidence of I Ke people of I he free Stales, and led iKem lo entru}!! to him the]r 
pclitiDiis. W] Ih scrupulo LIS f]dclLl> he pcrfonncd the duly thub imposed upon him 
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WhocvtrpctittoiL^ ni]ghl comt fiDm— wh j tc^ c r Ehc nalurcof 1bcir pra>cr— whether For 
^uch objects as he cutild "fanctLon or riot~ir thc> were clothed ]n respectful lin^uBgc^ Mr 
.\danLS tell himstJf undrr bfi impcralivc obJi^Btion to present Ihcm lo Congress. T^r 
'icveral Jieji-^ions Bt 1biis prnod. Tew da>s pisscJ ^^'iiIkjuI his prcscntin^^ more or less 
petitions h4>]ng^omc relation lo the !iubjecl uF slavery 

The Aoulhern membcFS of Congress became alarmed al these demonstrations^ Bnd 

determmed 1o aires! them, e> en at 1b»e sacrifice, if need be, of the right of pel l1 ion— I Ke 
IIKJS1 *i acred privilege of freemen. On ihe 3lh of Feb , 1836, b comm]tlee was raised by 
tbH^ hJuLfiC of Represent^Uves, to lake into eonsideral ion what d]spos]t]onshuutd be made 
of pel]lion^ and memonaLs for the abolttkon of slavery irid the slave trade, in iKe D]slric^ 
of ColumbiB, *nd report thereon This commH Cee eonsi'ited of M essrs Pinckney of South 
CBColiria, Hamerof Ohio, Pierce of h"ew Himpsh]re, H^rdjnof Kenlucky, J*rv]sof 
Ma]rie, Ov^cns of Gcorgii. Muhlenberg of PennsyL^BRH. Dromgoole of Virginia, and 
TufFhll of Ne^ York On the ISth ot M4> the Lommjtiee made a leng[h> and un4n]moiE 
repon, through Mr Pinckney. recommending the adophon of ihe following re^ioliJtions:-- 

"Renolved, ThBt Congress piw>sesses no con-^lLlutionaL Buthi^rity lo inleri"ere in any 
wa> WLlh the institut]onof sLi^ery tn Bny of the S1 ales of th]Si Confedency 

"Resolved, ThBt Congress oughl no1 lo interfere in any wiy withstBvery in the 
D isliLct of Colnmbi a. 
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■And where IS, It es c^trtmcly ]mporCjrit ind clc^]rablc lhB[ 1hc jgjCBtion of this 
EubjccI should be finally arrcslcd, for the purpose ufrc^lo ring IranquLllity to 1he public 

mind, >oijrcammitEce rcspccltLill> rccDinniend Ihc adopliononhe tolLo'A'bng Bcldiliunal 
r«»olutiDn, viz_ — 

■Resolved, Thflt bII peM lions inemDriah, resolutions, piDpositcons or pipers, relahng 
in *n> way, or \a> in> ciitcn! whBtc^cr. to 1hc subject ot s]avcr> or the abolition of 
slavery, shilL, wUhout bc]ng either pnntcd or referred, be laid upon the table, ind 1hal no 
further aclion whBtever^Kall be hBd thereon " 

When (he Hpil of Chese resolutions wa*i tiken up, Mr AdBms SBid, ]rihe House 
Vrould Btlo^ him five mimites' tkiiie, he ^uuLd prove Ihc resoLutkou to be untrue. His 
request ^is dcmed. 

On iKe lh]rd resoFution Mr AdBnvi refuhed to vote, andsenl to the Spciker^ chi]r rbie 
folfowLug detlBratJon, deniBndLny 1hal il should be placed on the joumil of the House, 
there tostiud to the titcst posEenly — 

■I hold Che resoEulion to be a direr! VLolaE]oriof the ConsliEutton of the UnHed Stiles, 
of the rules of I his iiouse, and of Ihe nghLs of my constHLients." 

Notwithstanding the rule embodied in I his resolulion virtuilly trampled I he right of 

petition into 1th: dust yet Jt was idopled by ihe House by a large majonty. Eul Mr. 
.\danis was Eiot to be deterred by th]s arbHrary reMriction from a faUhful dischar^ of 
h]s duty is B representalive ot the people. Pel l1 tons on the subjec! of slBver^ continued to 
be trBiisjujtled lo him ]n increased numbers With unv^Bvenng f irm ncis— a^ai nst a b]ttcr 
and unscrupulous opposil]on, exBspcraled to the h]^hest p]tch by his perHnieily—amidsl 
a perfect tempest of vilupention Bnd abuse— he peisevered in pre-^eritmg 1hcse petiUonSj 
one by one, to ihe imourit sometimes of Iwo hundred ]n a d ay— dem anding I tie le lion of 
the HoECte on eachsepiralc pel]|]on 
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He^ posction J mid I Kcsc scenes wis in Che higftcsC degree illLCitrious brcI sublime An 
old min with Ihc ^ctghl of yeini upon hjm^ fuigetfuL of the elevated htaliuib he hid 
occupied^ ind 1hc d]MLngui'^hcd honors received for past servjtes, Turnrng BWi> From the 
repose which ige so greitLy nee^. and laboring amidsl scorn ind deriston, and Ihreals 
of CTputsLon End ass as-^i n at]o n _ to main! am the "tiered right of petitEon tor the poorest 
and humbLeM in lbte J and— in'^isl i ng I hat ibu: ^oice of a free people sho u Id be he and b> 
their represenlal]ve^^ when I hey would speik in coridemniUon ot human "flBvery End cill 
upon them \a> miintBin 1he prirKLplesoriiberly enibod]ed ]ri the immorlai QecLBnUon of 
[ ritlepende nee— w as i "ipectBcie unwitnessed before ]n Ihe hLslor> of fegisljlton_ A few 
"specLniens of the^^e tri n.'f ic t]o ns wlIL enable the reader lo judge of the triaL'f Mr Ad Bins 
wa'f compeFled lo endure in Ihedi'^hBr^ of h]s duties, and ilso of hi'f morBE courage Bnd 
I nd[>mkTable pep^everance. imid ihe miv>t Bppalling c irc u ms1 ances 

On lhe6lh of Jan ^ IS37^ Mr Adams presenled [he peimonofone hundred and tjft> 
women whom he staled 1o be 1he wive'f Bnd daughlers of hff immediale c onst] tne nts^ 

praying for the abolition of sJavcry ]n Ihe D]strkct ofCDlumbia^ and moved thai ihe 
petition be reid_ 

Mr. Glascock ob-jec led to ]ts recepl]on 

Mr Parks moved thai the preUminBry mot]on^on the reeept]onof [he pelitjon^ be laid 
on the table^ which wa'f earned 
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Mf Ad am!^ !^a[cl that [f Kc had uTidcnitoocI the dcci!i]ari of [he Speaker in ih^i ci.'^c il 
wa'f nnl the petition iL'fcIf wh]ch -wt^ LbiJ upun iKc lablc but iKc im^liun lo receive, [ri 
order to sjvc the timcof tht Hou-^e. he "Aiishtd lo give nottcc I hat he should cilt up that 
motion. fordcc]Mon, evcr^ da>. ko long as he ^hiiutd be fwnn]t1cd lo do 'io b> the HoLtc, 
beciu'^e he should m^l Lurviider hi^ duty BC4.ojnplLshed "lU long as the pcl]t]ori wbs not 
received^ and so long ^n the Mouse had m^l decided IhBt ]l woutd hdI receive il 

fAi. Pmckricy rose to a queslionofDrder^ jnd ]nqLiired iflhere wi.'f rtow any que'flion 
pendtng before 1he HoiTie? 

The Speaker said. b»e hBd uncfcrsCood the gentlemin from MB^^BchtceEts as merely 
g]vtiig noliee of j motkoii hereittcr to be mad^. In dD]ngso^ lI certainly was not inordsr 

to enter into debate. 

hir Adams said. IhBt ^^o long as freedD m of s[)eeL h was allowed lo him be a member 
of thit EiDU'fe, he would cih up thai question until it should be decided 

hir. Adam'f was called to order. 

Mr .A said he would I hen have the honor of presenling to the ?ioiEe I he petilionof 

1wo hundred ind twent>-cighl women, the w]ves ind dBu^htera of his immediate 
conElttuenff; and mi^ b pad oF the speech which bu: intended to lUBke^ he would tike the 
liberty of reading the petition, [t wa'f ru^l long^ and would not con'iume niiEh lime 

Mr. GLBECock objected to the receplionof Ihe petition 

Mr .^dam^ proceeded 1o read^ IhBt 1he petitioners inhibitBnts of South Weymouth^ 
]n ihe S tale of M assac husel ts^ "impressed with I he sinful ncss of slaver> arHJ keenly 
a^neved by i1h existence in 4 part ot ourcounlr> over whjch Congress—" 

Mr. Pmckney rose to a que'ition of order. Had lhegcnlLcman trom M 4.'c>ac hu.sc1 ts j 
right, under thL" rule, to rcBd the petilion? 

The Speaker said the genlleminfrom MassBchuhctl^ had 4 nghl to lUBke 4 Malement 
of the contents of the petition. 

Mr. Pmckney desired I he decision of the Speiker mi^ lo whether a gentleman hid a 
right to reid b petition 

Mr. .Adims "i^id he was rcBding the petition mi^ m part of his speech, arHJ he took this lo 
be one ot the pnvhiegcsof b member of the Mouse l[ was i privilege he would exercise 
till he should bedepnvedof ]l b> some positive act 



LIFE OF JOHN QUEWCY ADAMS. 285 

The S[>f4kcr rrpcalcd [liBt The frntFcman from M JH>ac h u^c tt^ IibcI a nghl to m^kc a 
bri^r^flatcriicnt ot the contemn ot the pct]tion- [t "Aias not tor tht SpcBlzcr lo decide 
^hnhcnhal bnct M2lcmcTi1 should be made in Ihcgentteman^o^^'ri Lin^uBg^^ or 
^hrtKcrhe should look over the petition, and lak^ hi^i "flatenicnl ^ram ihBt. 

Mr. Aiiami. --At the 1tme my fntnd from S oul h C an^i i ni— 

The Speaker mllI 1hc gentteman mu'fl p rocced to si ate the contents of ihe pchlioiL 

Mr Arfrtj?'j_-i BmdL^Lng ^io, sir. 

Tii^ Sp^£^Lct — Mol in the optn]ori of the cha]r 

Mr. Adumi.—I was it lh]i pom! of the petition— "Keenly aggrieved by ]ts ex]s1encc in 
a pan ofourcoLiritFy over which Congre^th pos'f e'fses exe I l£i i ve j urtuJic [jo ri m bII ca'^e'f 
whi1*ioevcr— " 

LoLid criei> of "Order," "Order'" 

Mr. Ada/9\i.-"Do most eBrnestly pelilion your hononble body— ^ 

Mr Chimbeis of Kentucky rose lo a point of order 

M*. .4 Jam j_— "Immediately to Bboh^hslBver^' in the Di^lnel orCoEumbja— " 

Mr Chimbeni reiterBtcd his call tooidcr. and 1he S [leikc r direcled Mr. .^d^ms to 
take hj^ ^eat 

Mf Adams proceeded wtIhgreBt rapidity orcrinnciitkon and in a very loud lone of 
ycncc—"AnJ U? d^tatF £tv^r\ hAunaii h^iiji fr^^t who i6fTs f^xol cry^wj rrj i^xft^" 

The oonfusio ri m I he hilt at this l]ine wa'f very greal The Speaker decided thi1 it was 
not in order for i member to read a pctitton, whether it was tong or'fhnri 

Mr Adams appealed from Bny decjsjon wh]ch weni k^ eMabli^h the prmcipEe EhBt i 
member of the House vhi^uld not hBve I he power lo reid whit he chu!ie He hid never 
before heard of SLich i thtng. \l Ehi*^ pracl]ce wis to be reversed, let 1 he decision sEBrid 
upon record, and tet ]E Bp pear how cnlircly I he freedom of "ipeec h w as Kupprei^ed in I his 
Eiokfte If 1he reading of a piper wbs to be suppressed ]n biis person, so help him God, he 
woutd only conseni to it is b malterof reeoml. 

Mr Adams fin]^hed the pclitjun The pel]|]orieis "respectfully innouncc their 
intention 1o presen! the same petition >earL> before lhi!i honorable body. thBt it m]ght Jt 
IcBbt be B memonal in Ibu: hoJy ciiise oF human freedom thai they haddorte whal they 
could." 
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These words were rcBcl amidst Cumul Cuous cncs for 'order." Trom cveiy pjitonKc 
HoiEtC The pflil]on ^b^ fin4JL> rcLETJV^^ End \^id upon the tBblc. 

Olhcr scenes of a still more c^c Lti n^ c Karac tcr soon occ urrcd. 

On iKc 7lh of February, LS37. aflcr Mr Adflnti had offered ^iomc two hundred or 
more ibolilion peUlions^ he came to « KaLu and. v^]thiYUI yurlding iKe floor, employed 

Kjcnseir in pickiii^ up hjs budget. He v^b^ aboul resuiuLng hj^ ^eal, when he look up a 
pB[)er Brid haiitLJy ^iBnciTig at it^ ci^cLiimcd, in 4 "thrill tont— 

'Mr Speiker^ I have in my possession a petilionof asomewhBt e n trio rd 1 nary 
<:har4cter and ] wi'fh lo inqtitre of the chair if it be inordtr to preseni il." 

']f the gentleman From MBS'fichusetIs/ \^id Ihe Speaker "will infnnn Ihr cKatr whil 
the character of the petiUon js, il will probBbly be able to decide on the "subject." 

^'Sir^" ejaculaled Mr. Adam^i^ "I he pctilion is "signed by eleven "flav^sof ihe town of 

Frederic k'iburgh in Ihecounly of Culpepper, in the slate of V]rgmia 1 1 is one of those 
petitions which it has occurred to m> niind, ire not whal the> purporl lo be 1 1 is signed 
pBrtly by pep^ns who cannol wnte. by m4k]ng their marks, and pBrtly by persi^rb who£c 
hBndwn ting would manifest I hat 1hey hBve received the educBEion of slices. The petition 
dec I B res i1*ietf to be from slaves, *nd ] am requested lo present i[. [ will send il to I he 
chatr." 

The Speaker {Mr PoLk.l who habilually extended to Mr AdBmseveiy courlesy and 
k]ndness imaginable, was laken b> surprise, and found himself involved in a dilemma 
Gc^jng hischBir one of those Izrrtli^'j wh]ch ever denoted his eiicitement, he s Bid I hat b 
petition from slices was 4 no>elly. and involved a question that he d]d not feet called 
upon to decide. He woutd like to take time lo consider]! and, ]n Ihe mcBntime, would 
refer ]t I0 Ihe Hoiee 

The House wjs ^ery thin al the time, ind lutle attention wis p4]d lo whit was ^oing 
on, till the CTcilemcnt of 1he Speaker attracted the Btlentjonof Mr. Qiiion H. Lew]s, of 
AlBbami. who ]mpatienlL> and under great exc 1 te meni . rose ind inquired what the 
petilion was 

Mr Speaker afforded Ihe requ]red ]nformation. Mr Lewis, forfeiting bII discrelton, 
whilst he frothed Bt 1he mou1h. lumed towaids Mr. .^dims, and ejaculaled at the top ot 
bs voice, "By G-d, sir, lh]s is no! to be endured any longer''' 
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"Trcison' trtJRon'' ^^rcamcd a half dozen other members "Expel che old ^^oundreh 
put him out; dD not It! hiin dj*i^ra4:c the Houst Bny tongerV' 

"Get up a re?iolutjon to iiiclM the 4.4se." exclaimed a member fn^m North CBroliria 

Mr. Geoige C Dromgootc. who hsd acqij]red b ver> favorable reputalion is a 

pBrLjameTilarian^ \^' as ^eLec ted as iKe ver> man who, of all otKeis^ was mo^t CBpabie of 
drav^]n^ up 4 rciolulion Ihat woutd meet and cover ihc emergency He prtxIuLcd a 
resolution wjth b preimble^ in which ]t wa'f stBted substBritLBliy th^K whercBS 1bte Hon 
John Qumcy .Adims a re p rescnl at]ve fiom M 4w>achii^e1 Li, had presented lo Che House of 
Re p rescnl B ti vcs a petHton signed by negro ^iave^, iKu"^ "giving co^of U? f7?? rJ^'u" iKal 
bondmen were capable of exercistng 1he nght of petition it ^4}^ "Reiiot^ed, Th^t he be 
taken to iKe b^rof Ihe Houhf, Brid bceerviLued by Ihe Speaker thereof " 

Mr. Haynci 'ia]d. [he true mot]ori. hn h]sjudgment, would be to move thai the petjtjori 
be rejected. 

Mr. Lew]s hoped Ihat ikj iiiot]oriorihat k]nd would come fiDm any gentleman from a 
slaveholdingsccUon of the courHr^' 

Mr. Haynci "iMid he ^ouLd LhecrFully ^ithdnw his motion. 

Mr Lcw]s wi*^ glad 1 he motion wa'i wilKdrawn. He bflie^ed Ih^t ihe Hou'^e should 
pimish severely such an irifracUon of ]t'i decorum and n\ rules, ^nd hecBlledon Ihc 
members From I he st aveho Idi rig Stales to come tor^^rd now and demand of Ihe House 
the pijn]shmenl of Ihc genllemari from M ass bc: huhcl ts 

Mr. Granllind, of Georgia would second ihe molion, ind go all lengths in suppon of 

IE. 

Mr Lew]s s Bid, ihat iTlhe Hou^e would inflid no puni'ihmcnl for sixh flagr^m 
v]olatton.'i of its dignity is I his. tt would be better for the Repre^icnlat]ves from iKe 

"^1 avehold I ng SLbIcs lo ^ home at once 

Mr. Alfoml siid, jF the genlleman from M ass bc hidelts inlended 1o preseni this 
petition the moment il wis presented he should move as an icl of jic>tice 1o the SoulK, 
which he in part represfnied, inul which he conce]ved had been trcBted with indignity, 
thai i1 be 1akcn from Ihe Housf Bnd burnt; and he hoped IhBt every mBn who was i friend 
to ihe consl]tulion, would support h]m 
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TKcrr mu^T be Brifnd lo this con^tanl [iCIcmpI [o rBisf c nc Etcmc rit^ or The Umon could na[ 
CTL^I much longer The moment any marisKoLilddisgrBcc the Govern men! under whbch 
Kc Ljved^ by preserittng b pel i I ion fiom sta\^i^ praying rorcriianc]p2lion^ he hoped thBt 
petition ^outd by ordsrof the HocEe. be commttlcd to the flames. 

Mr. Woddy Thomp'^n moved the rutlov^]ng resolutioii — 

"Re'iolved, That the Hon JohnQuinc> .Adam.^, b> the ademptju^l made by him !o 
introduce a petition purport ing on ]ts f^ce lo be fiom "flBves. has beeriguiHy of 4 ^ross 
d]srcs>pecl ho this Hou}^, and thit he be Ln.'ftBritly brought Id the bar^ Id rece]ve I Ke severe 
censure of the Speiker " 

The ideaof bnnging iKe ^^enerabte ei-Fresident Co the bir like a culprit, lo receive a 
reprimand fiom b comparaE]vely youthful Speaker ^ould be 4 spcctBcle so disgraceful, 
and w][h4l so absurd, iKat 1he proposition met "AitlK no Tavor. An eBS]er way to repnm^nd 
^a'f devised \1r Haynes introduced the follo'A'tTig re^olut]on:— 

"Resolved, That John Quincy AdBms a Representative fiom the Slale of 
M ass ac husel ts. bias rendered hi m^c I f j i£i1 L> liable to Ihe severesi censure of this Hocbe, 
and L^f censured accordingly, for ha>jng attempted to preseni to the House the pet]tionof 
slaves " 

Several other resolulions and piopositions, fiom membepf of "^ I a^^ehold i ng Stit«>, 

were submilted 1o Ihe Hou.^e but ntme proved ^*1i^factor> even lo themselves. Mr 
.AdamE, unmoved by the tempest ^^'hicK raged around him, defended h]mserf and I he 
integnly of his purpose, -wwh the distinguished ability ind eloquence which 
characterj/ed all biis public LBbor\ 

"Tn regard to [he reso[ulions now before iKe Eiou.'fe " SBid he "as the> all concur in 
nBmmg me, Bnd in chaiging me with high crimes and mi'^de mei noT3, and in calling me 
to Ihe barot the hJoLCie lo answer for my cnmci, ] have Ihii^ught it was my dul> to remain 
silem. until it should be the plei.'fure ot the hJou^e to bcI eUheron one or the olherof 
these resolutions. ] suppose ihal ]f I shall be brought lo the bar of the Hoibe, I "ihall nol 
be struck mute by the prevEousquesE]on, before I hi^e an Dppor1unil> to say a woid or 
two in m> own defence -^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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"Now a^ [o the rjc[ whal Ihc pc[] tio ri wi.": for, I !iimpl> !ila[c [o The ^cntFcman FrDm 
AtB&ami. /Mr. D. ]i Lewis, 1 who hi^ "fCTil lo the 1ablc 4 rc^olulion i.'iSLimLiig 1hal this 
petition "Aias forlKc 4boii[JonorsEivcry~[ stite 1o hiin thil he ]^ mfilBkcn lie mu'fl 
amend h]s ^c^olul]o^l. rDr]f Ihc Eiou}^ "should chuc^c to read iKi^ [)cl]|]ori. [ can state Id 
them the> "aiouLlI f]nd itsomelKing very much iKe re verse of 1 hal which Ihc rc^luUon 
Mates It to be. And if the genllemiri From Alab^niastill chao^e^ to bring me 1o Ihe bar of 
tbte lioLfie^ he mus1 amend hi'f resolution in i very important p^rtietilir. for he ma> 
probably hive to pu! tnlo t1. that m> crime has been for al templing lo mtrotlucc the 
pelition of slaves ihat "^ I avery shotitd f2t?l be abolished < -^ < y y y 

"Sir^ Ills wcti known^ 1hal from the time I entered [h]s HoiftC^ do^^' n to iKe prrsent 
day^ I h^^e felt it i sacred duly k^ present 4n> petition couched in respectful Ungnagc^ 
from any e]t]zen of the UnUcd Stiles^ be itsobjcci whj1 U m4> be lhe pr4>crori1 ihat in 
which [ could concur, or thil to "AihicK [ was mterly oppivtcd I1 i^i for lKe sacred rtght of 
petition thil [ hi^c adopled lh]scouisc. ^ ^ ^ ^ < < y y Where is >Dijrlaw wh]chsa>-s 
thai the me^n and the \o^'. and iKe degraded^ shall be deprived of the right of peMtion, if 
their moril c hi racier is no1 good"^ Where, la Ehe lind of freemen, was Ehe nghl of 
petition ever placed on the eicliisive basis of mora tity *nd v]rtijc'' Pel]tJon is 
siij}jxtr£.aTfoii--ii i^€?ilteafy--i\ is/^rfr^fi"^' .\nd where ts the degree of ^]ce or immorafjl> 
which !ihall deprive the citizen of lhe right to Tcrj^jWitrrrfi" for a boon, or Ir^ i?ray Jo* 
/9\crc\ ^ Wbtere issuLh 4 liw lo be found^] t does nol belong to iKe most abject 
despoUsm' There ]s no absolute monarch on earth who ]s not competed, b> the 
cons1t1utionof hkscounlry. lo receive 1 he petilionsof h]s peopEc. whosoever thc> may 
be The Sultan of Conslant]noplc canrml wilk Ihe streets ^nd refibe lo receive pelit]ons 
from Ihe meine^t ^nd v]lcst of lhe land This is Ihe liw c^en of despohsm And what 
does your liw say ^ Does it say IhaC, before presenting a f>elil]an, you shall look ]nto ]E, 
antP*iee whelher it comes from lhe virtuous, arul lhe great, and the mighly'^ No s]r, it !iays 
luj such thing. The right of petition belon|^ to f7^/ .\nt1 so far fn^m refLE>ing lo presenl a 
petition because il mighl come From Ihose low in iKe csl] motion of the worEd, it would be 
an acklitional jnccniive if such ]nccn1i>e were wanhng 

"Bui E must admU," conlinucd Mr. Adams, sarcastically, "lha[ when ^r^^L^r comes into 
the queMion, Ibtere may be o ther cons]der4 tions. ]1 i*^ possible Ehit I his house. wh]ch 
seenvi to con^]der it so great 4 crime to atlempl to offer a petiUon from slaves, may. for 
aught ] know, say ihaE freemen, if not of the camaTion^ shall be depnved of the nghc of 
petition, in lhe sense of lhe House." 
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When "^uEhcrn mtnibcrTi ^b^ thaC in ihccr haste thr> IibcI na[ Tarried lo a^ccrtairi the 
iiBturc of the petition and that it pr4>ed Fur the fN.'*fx^'TiialIt?f?, inhteBcl uF the £^ho^ilit?f? ot 
slavery their [)o^Jt]ori bframe ^^o iud]crDus^ I hat 1 hei r cxi.'f pera tio ri ^ 4*^ greally incrci.'fed. 
Al the time Ihc p^tilion was anm^unLed by Mr. .Ad^in^ the hJuLCiC \^'as very 1hin; but 1hc 
CTcitcTTierit it pnxluced soon t]Ll«J it; and^ bcfide^ the 'i^t g6f£^n\-Gl-£^f mi had be^n 
instnict«J 1u arre^l and bnn^ m all abscniecs The fxr]temcnl conimene«J 4t ibout unc 
o'clock^ And continued untjt "lev en o'clock ]n Ihe cven]ng^ when the Eiou"^ ad^umed. 
Mf Adams stood 41 hi'f desk^ resolutely refu'^ing to be sealed tjli Ehe maHcr w ^s dispiv>cd 
of. ailcg]rig thit if Kc were giJ]Lly. bte was not entitled to a seal among high and honorable 
men. When Mr D roo m^o I e'fi resolulion was re^d to iKe Hou'^e for his consideration^ 
Mr .\dams yielded to it one of those sarc as tic snecpi which he was in iKe h4b]t of 
gjvmg when pnj^oked to satire, ind ^*id— "Mr Speaker. iTI undersland Ihe resoliition of 
tb»c honorable gentleman From V]rgLn]a, ]t charges me v^]th being guilt> of giving cof^xt 
to^n id^i^' " The whoFe House broke forth ]none common irrepresstble peal of liughtcr. 
The DroomgiHjte resolution wis acluaLly Laughed oul of ex]stence. The House now 
Found thai l1 hadgol il^clr]n a dilemma^— I hat Mr .\daEns was too much For kl, and, al 
last adjourned leaving Ihc affair ]n Ihe position ]n wh]ch I Key found it. 

For several days thi^ subjecl conEjnued lo agitate iKe Mou'^e Mr. .Adims no1 onFy 
wamled offlhe vtrulenl attacks made upon him. but earned Ihe war so eftecluaLly mlo the 
camp of hjsenem]es, I hat bccom]ng he*ntly t] red of 1 he contest the> repeHedly 
ende^^ored k^ get nd of Ihe wholesubjecl b> la>]ng il on the tiblc. To Ihifi Mr Adams 
objected. Fie ]nsisted that M should be Ihoroughly canvassed. Immense CTcitemenl 
ensued Call after call of the Hoide was made Mr. Henr> A. Wjse, who wis, at ttw time, 
engaged on the Reuben Wh]tne> arr4]r^ wasseni for: with in accompanying message 
thai the "^labilLly of Ihe Union wik ]ndanger[ 

Erealhless. and ]mpa1ienK Mr Wise made his appearance^ ind inquired ivhal was Ihe 
matler He wis jnFormed 

"And is 1hal all"^" cjiculited Mr Wise "The gentleman From M as^ ac hitbetts has 
prcsenled a petclionsfcgned b> slaves' 
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Well- sir. End what of thaC* Cs anybody harmed fry it'' Scr in my opinion, sfflvcs art the 
very [ifPiarb ^hi^ "ihuukl pctiUon. \1ltic.sif, prBy to inc. and ] li'flcn to thrm and "fhalL 

rio1 the fccblt ^upplicalc'^Str [ *ict no danger,— the countr> [ btlicvc. issafc_" 

At IcTiglK the CTC] ti rig subjecl wbe broughl to a termtnatioii, by the passage of I he 
folLo'A'Liig preamble jnd re^olu[]UFb much softened, il will bchecn, in compari'^n wliK 
the measures nrs1 f>raposed — 

"An iriqujry h4V]nf been mide by 4ti honorable genlleman fn^m M a*^ arh uslM ts, 
whether a paper which he held in hts hind pLuporting to be a petilion fiom cedahn 
^lave^, J rid declaring themselves lo besl*>es. c*me v^]th]n the order of the Hotne of ihe 
LSlhof Janu4r>,~^ and I he satd paper not having been rece]ved by the Speaker, he "Elated 
thai m B cise so eAtr4ord]nar> Bnd novel, he would iBke ihe id^](:e and counsel of ihe 
Hou^c. 

"Resolved, ThBE lhcs House cinnol receive SBcd petition wdhouE d]sre^aiding H^ own 
d]gnLly. the nghu of b Large class of citizens of Ihe South and We^il, and IheConsthtution 
of the United States 

"Resolved, ThBt slaves do not possess 1he rjght of petition secured 1o the citizens of 
the Untied States by ihe cons[itut]on " 

ThestBve petilion i*^ believed lo have been i counterFeil, manufactured b> cedain 
niembepi from si a^e holding Slate-^ and was sent to Mr Adams by Ihe way of 
e\perinienl~with ihedLiubLe design of ascertaimng if he could be ]m|)osed upon, Bnd. if 

tb»e dcLcplion ^iKceeded. thiw>e who^ot ]t up were (.uriou*^ to know iTlhe venerable 
slatcsman would redeem h]s pledge, and present b pelilion, no mBtler who il cjme from. 
He was loo wily nol todetetl the plol at tbte oulset; he knew thBt ilL W4i± « hoax, but, he 
resolved to preseni the paper, Bnd then 1urn the tables on its aulhoni. ^^ 

^ Thi^ Older W4-^ 1he ^ame ^^ ihat Bdijpted by the House on the Ittlhof May. I8J6 See p_ 
281- 

^^ Remin]scencesof ihe I ale JohnQu]ncy Adams, b> BnOldColon> Man. 
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On iKc 20lh of December, 1333, Mr Adams presented j pcl]C]on f>ra>]ri^ Tor I he 
c^tablishmenl of LTiTcmitLunj] rclalians ^ith iKc Republic ot EiByti and moved thit it be 
rcrcired to 1hc Coinm]Elcc on Fore]gn AfFaiPi, wtlh instruc tio n.^ 1o consider and report 
tbwrcori This motion wb!i opposed with greal wirmth b> mcmbera f ro m si *v e holdi rig 
Slater Mr. Adan:[S was rcpeBtedly int^ mjpled duri ng the delivery of the bncf "speech he 
made on tbte occi.'fiori 

Mr. Bynum ]nsisted thil the ^enlleman Tiom M ass ac huhel ts s Ko uld lake hjs seat 
under Ihe rule, [f, ho^^-ever, he v^b"^ permuted to pn^ceed. Mr. B tiuped "^me genlleman 
of the slaveholdtng portton of the House ^^'ould be aLJowcd to Bn'iwerh]m 

jV/j. Adar?\i —Sir, ] hope so Only open our mouths, genii emen. 1hal is all we Bsk, and 
you may answer bs mu^h b"^ you pleBse 

M*. Bynmn —I ob-jec[ to Ihe genlleman prucecding tun her with hts observ^l ions, 
except by eon.'f ent of I Kc House [T we have rules we had bel ter c itKcr obey them or burn 
them. 

The House voted, by 1 14 lo 47. lo allow Mr .\dams lo proceed 
[n continuing hi*^ speech, Mr .\dBnb SBid, 1hal even admiUing the object of the 
petitioners ]s abot]Eion as has been alleged, they h^d the nght lo peMtion For Ehj1 loo, for 
every indivtduBl in the country h^d a right lo be an BboliUonisI The greal men ot the 
Rcvolul]on were ibohliont^ls, and if any man denies it, I wlJL pro^e il 

jU^. WjjF.-ldeny it. 

The Spcikcrsaid tht^ wasoul ot order. 

Mr Adams.--] feel obliged to the gentleman from V]rginia f6rg]V[ng me ihc 
invLlatJon and ] ^ilL now piove whal [ say 

The Speaker said Ihi'f did ncU fonn Bny pad of ihe qucslion before the HoECte 

Mr. Ada/^M —George Washington, ftj atiicafo fsrorlis^ by hhs last will And teslameni, 
before God. hi'f Crealor, emanci paled his "slaves 

M*. H^j JF.- -Bee auhe he had noeh]Ldren 

The Speaker agiin in1erpo£±ed and said the gentleman eould nol gD cnto Ehjt 
quesUon. ]1 wbs entjrel> out of oider. 

jVfj Ada/^M.—] djd but Bceept the in^JtBtion of the genlleman from V]rgLnia I do not 
^L'fh lo go TuFther [ sijnpJy tBlze ihe posilion IhBt Geoige Washington was ^n abohtioniat 
in Ihe Enost extensile sense of ihe lerm, and E def> any min in lh]s Eiouhe to ihc 
d]scuhsion. and lo pnn'e lo the contriTy if he can. 

The Speikereallcd Mr AdBms tii order 

Mr. .4J^jmj.— Well, sir, I wasstiUng lhe high authority which ]s to be found for ihe 
princ]ple'f of abolition Does 1he gentleman trom V]rgLniaden> thai Thi^mis Jefferson 
wa^ in BfKjlitLon]s1^ 
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Mf. WjTF---ldo 

The Sptikcr i^Bin ]nCcrpo'icd 

Mr ArfrtJ?! j_ — WcLJ _ SI r, Ibwn I come bick to m> position, thai every man in thi'f 
country his b nghl to be an iboiilionL'^t and that in being i±o he offcnct no Ia^^ bul^ in 
my opinion, obeys the most sacred of ail laws. 

The molion lo instn3ct I Ke comm i [tee , wis f]naily laid upon the table 

Mr Adam^ \^' as evidently anxious loengBge in a legttimate discussion^ in the House 
of Re preseni B tives . of the sijbje<.1 of si i^ cry in ilL 3^^ be Brings, tnt] u^nc e*^ , and resuLls. 
Such a dt'^u'^Lon^ cuolly and JeJibc rale Ly entered tipon^ by men of [he most 
d]sttngijishcd abLlilicf in the nat]on. could not bul have been pregnant -wiXh tBsUng good^ 
not onL> 1o the Monh_ but bIso to the South Bnti the entjre counlry To afford opporlLinit> 
for a dignified and prof]tBbLe ]nvesl]gal]onoriKis momentous toptc. Mr. .Adims on the 
25lhorFeb., LSJ9. proposed iKe rollov^]ng imendments to tbieConsti1ut]onof Ihc United 
Slates:- 

"R€ioiv6'£i^ by ih^ S6fn{A\x^ and Ht^itie t?J Rxrprcs^^iliiirwx^s in C^xn/ireij ass^r?\ht£tJ^ Iwo- 
thinrls of bo1h Houses concurring therein^ Thai the following Bmendments lo the 
Const]liJlionor the Uniled Stales be proposed 1o ihe sevenl Stitesof iKe Union, ^I'Kich 
when ratified b> three-fourths of Ihe Legisliturdofsaid Stales, shall bccDmc and be a 
pBrt ot the Cons[]tul]onoriKe Un]ted Stales'— 

"]_ FfDm and af1erlKe4lh day of Jufy, ] 542. there shBLI be Ihnjugboul the Un]ted 
Slates no hereditary slavery; but on Bnd aflcr thBt diy every chtld born w]thin the United 
Slates, their tcTntories orjurisdichon. sKaLI be born free 

"2_ Wilh the exceplionof the lerntory of Florid b, Ihe re shall hencefodh never be 
admHted into thts Union, in> Slate, the constitu[]onof ^^'hich shilL toLerale \^'Jth]n the 
simc lheex]stence of slaveiy. 
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"3. FfDir End ancrllic4lh day of July, ] 545, then: ^IibII be nc][hcrslavcr> norslavr 
trade al the scat of Government of 1hc Unkled States " 



InMcid ot m^elLJig Bod l 4 ri^ b^*^! rig. tn a mini}' and honorBble manner, the ^]laLly 
impi^rlBnt queMion iri^olvnl ]ri the^c p ro|)os] E]ofvi . the slaveholdtng Rcprcsentalivcs 
objcrlcd 1o l1*i coming before 1b»e House for confide ral ion, in any form wbialevcr. En thin 
jreitajicc, i.'f JR mo*i t ol hers _ v^herc iKc ment^of ^LBVcry *re involved, 1b»c ^upporte rs of 
1hal knstitul]on miii]fested a ljmid]E>, b ^arit ofcorifideTicc in iff icgLtLmBcy,or the mosE 
^usfi Lc iot£i nalnrc if "^Ib very is la^^'^tiL Brid defensible— hf il vioLate'f nn I rue principle 
Bniong men. no human right bestowed by Ihe Creator— if tt cbr be lolerated and 
pcrpeluated m harmony wjth republican ]nslLlution'^ Bnd our Dcclantion of 
] ndependc rice— ] f its exiMentc in 1he bosom of the Confede rar> involves no incongruity, 
Bnd L^CBlrulaled lo prorrujtc tb»e pn^^pcnly Bnd stability of Ihe Lrn]ori_or iKe v^elfBre of 
tb»c slavehi^ldjng Sutes Ihe mseL> cs— t hese Bri: fBct^ which can be made evident to Che 
world, by the unsurpisM^d Bbilit]es of southern stalesmen. Wh>, then, object lo a candid 
Bnd fearless invesUgalionof iKe subject"^ Eul if ^LBvery i'i the re^enie of all this— if it is a 
moral poison. (.onlaminB ting and blighUng everything connected with it. and containing 
the "feeds of lis own di'isoluuon sooner or later— ^hy "fhould wi'fe SBgacious polilic]ans, 
prudent Bnd hiimest men. and co nsc i ent lou'f C hri'f 1 1 jn.'f , "fhut the] r eyes Bnd turn awjy 
troni a tBct si^ Bppalling Bnd so dBngerous 
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No mjRof [nlcMigcncccan hop^^ ]n ch]s agt of the warfd to pcrpctujtt thaE which e^ 
wrong incl dcM rue 1 1 vc by bravido End thrc ate m ng— by rcfus]ng to look l1 tn the fate, or 
to iltow o[hcr?i 1o scrutinize it Error muhl pi.'is away Tru1h^ ho^i'everuTipBljtable^or 
however lI ma> be obscured for asca^^^n^ mu'fl even! u at] y Enumph The very exertions of 
1 1±E buppone rs to perpeluale ^roTig will bu1 hi.'flen l1s dealh 

"Truths crushed to earthy will rise agairi^ 

Th" eternal yeara of God *re hen*: 
Eij1 ErTDr, wounded, writhes wilK pain 

And dies among her v^op^hippers " 

NotwLlh*itind]ng the couise Mr Adams felt h i msel F c ompe I led lo pursue fed him 
frequenlly i n tt> col Li-^jon wjth b Lflrge pt^djonof I he Mcmheisof 1he House oF 
Re p resf nl at]ves^ jnd cauhed I Kem soEnetimes , in iKe heat ofeTcitenient^ to forget ihc 
deTercrice due his ige_ his expcrierKe, b Eid comm b nd i ng ibiL]tJcs, ye1 there \i' as ever a 
deep, under-Lurren! feeling oF venerBtion for hLm_ pervidjng all hearts. Those who were 
eTcHed lo the highest p]tchof frenzy by biis priKeedcngs, could Eiot bu1 adnure 1bie 
singleness of h]s purpose and his uud^Linled courage ] n dtsch b rgi ng his dulhes. On ill 
subje<.ls Bside trom slavery, his influence in the House has never beensurpB-^sed 
Whenever he irose tospeik, il wis a signal for igcnenl ibBndonmcnt of I istle^isncss 
and Lnittention. 
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Mcmbcni dropped I heir nc^^'^pjpcni and p j mp h I i:t?i~ knotft of co nsuiti rig politiciacb in 
different pirls t>F the HbII were dt-Ciolved— Repre^enlBtive^ c*me hi.'fliF> in from labbich. 
cammi tEee-rooTTL'f ^ Ihr "lUnrtundi rig gruund'^-- and iJL eage rl y c] Lb tered around his chair to 
Ifc'flen lo warct of ^ ]^do m. palnoli^m^ 4Tid truth as the> dn^pped burniiig from the Itp'f of 
'the old mm e[cK|ueii1'" The confidence placed ]n hiin in emeigerKLe^. v^b*^ unbounded 
A cBse in point is Bf forded in the history oflhe difTicuLt^ occasioned by the double 
deiega[]on fiom New Jer»ty_ 

On I Ke open] ng of ihe 26lh Congress, ]n December, ] S39, inconsequence of a Two- 
fold delegi! ton from Mew-Jepie>. the Hotte was unable, for'^me time, tocomplele its 
orgBnt£aE]on. and presented to [he country and [he world [he periloiE> and disc redctablc 
Bspecl of Ihe assembled Reprcfentalivcf oflhe people, unBble to form themselves mlo a 
coEBtttLitionaL body. On nrM as^embtjn^, Ihe House hBS ntj office e^_ and IheCLerkof Ihe 
prec ed] np CoEigress at 1s by usb^c, b\ chairman of Ihe biKJy, lill 4 SpeBker js (.ho*icn On 
thts occasion, after reicKing iKe State of New Jersey, Ihe acting C lerl dec ti ned lo 
pnnceed ]ncBlhng ihe roll, and refused to enledain Boy of Ihe molions wh]ch were m^de 
J or the purpose ot e\tnca1ing 1he Hou-^e fiom ]ts em b arrissmen! MBny of Ihe ablest and 
most jud]cio Lis mcmbepf hid anidressed Ihe House fcn ^ain, Bnd there was no[h]ng t>ul 
confic>]on and d]sorder in prospecl. 

The foudh day opened, ind si ill confusion W4S Inumphint Bui the hour of 
d]henlhrBllment W4S Bt hinul and 4 scene wis presented whtch ^ent tbu: mind bick to 
those di>s when Ciomwell uttered ihe exclima^on— "Sir Harry Vane? wo unto >ou, Sir 
HaTTy Vine'"— and ]n in instint dispersed the famL^us RLjmp Pariiiment. 

Mr Adams, fn^m the opening of this scene of con fusjon and Bnarch>, had miinlBined 
a profound SI lenc e He appcBred lo be engBged most of the time in wn ting. To i 
common observ e r. he seemed to be reckless of every thing around him~but nolhing, not 
lhe sh^htesl incidenl. escaped htm. 
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The fourth day of the 'ilrugplc had now commenced Mr_ Hugh H Garland^ iKcClcrtj 
wa'f dircclcd to call the ruLI agajri 

He commeTic«J wliK MBine, a^ was u^ubI ]n tho^e day^. and wa'f piT>cc«Jirig low aid 
M as^ ac husf tth I Ttirnrd^ End ^bw 1hal Mr. Adaniii wa^ rcBdy to get iKc floor al the 
cariicfl mamtnl po*i^iblt_ Hl^ keen e>e wbs nvelcdon ihcCLcrk. hi^ hancfc ctB'iped the 
front edge orhL'f desk^ wbirre he ^Lv^a^^ placed Ihcm lo a^tSiJht hkin in n^jng lie looked, ku 
the language of Otway. like the 

"—fowler, eager for his f>rey_" 

"New Jeriey'" ejaculaled Mr_ Hugh H Garhnd "and the Clerk has lo repeat thai-" 
Mr Adam'f sprang 1a the floors 

"T rise lo inlerFupt iKeCLerk." ^4}^ his tirst ejaculalian 

"Silence, shience." resound^ iKrougK the Kail, "hear hini. bieir him' liere whit he has 
to say; hear John Qufcncy .\dini!i[" was I he unau]niuLis ejBculBtionon all "iide^ 

[n an in'^lanl the nui^l pntfound silence rej^ned lhrou^h<^u1 Ihc HBLI~you might ha^e 
Keaid i leBF t>F paper FaLJ in Biiy part ot it— Bnd every eye wi^ rjveledon 1he vencrahle 
Neslorof MBS^ichusctls— 1bh: purcM of stB teamen, and 1he noblest of men' He pau-^ed for 
a moment; and, hiving given Mr. GBrlind a 

"— wilKering look'" 

Ke pruc ceded to addreH> iKe multUuJiM 

"It was not m> ]nteu1[on/ 'fi]d he, 'to tike any pBrt in thc^e ertrBordioary 
proceed] n^ E hid hoped thBt I his Hou.'fe would !iucceed inoigiu]zing il^elf; that a 
SpcBkennd Clerk wauLd be ele<.1ed, Bnd thi1 the ordtuBry t>u!i]nes^ of Legislntou would 
be progressed hu. This I'i not the limc.ur plBce tudi'^uss the merits of the (.onfliLting 
L I B I miut!^ for seat!^ f ro m P^ew Jenicy. iKal "fubjecl belongs lo Ihe Houheof 
Re p resent B ti ves . which, by iheroTi'iUtulion, j^ manic 1bte ultimale arbiter of [he 
quBliFicBtion-^ ot Us membepi. Eul whBt i iipcUBcle we here pre^ien!^ We degrade and 
d]sgraee ourseKcfi, we degnde lud d]sgracc ourconshluents and thecDuutF^ We da 
not, ind caum^l urbanize; and wKy'^ BecaiTie ihe Clerk of lhi*i Hou.^ie the mere Clerk, 
whom we creite, whom we employ, and whui^e ei^istence depends upon our wilt, usurps 
the ihrofi^r and ^ets us the Re p reseni at] ves, iKc v tcege]^ nts of I Ke whole Amencan 
people al defiBnce and huld'f us m contempt' 

13' 
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And wIibE ]s th[^ Clerk of yours'' Is he to con! ro I I Kc dt'^C] ntc^i of ^istccn mcllion^ of 

freemen'' K he tosEdpcnd- by hi^ mere ncgat]vc, Ihc tunctions of Government, End pul 
an end To thi^ CoTigrc'^'^'' hJe rcfiFic^ to call the roll[ [t ]e in your po^^'cr lo Lom[>el biim 1o 
call it, if he will nnl do il voluntBnly |Eicre he wi.'f iritemjpted by « member ^hn "^aid 
thai he was aulhon/cd to "i^y thil compul'^jon could not reach 1he Clerl, who had 
avowed thai bh: would rcsjgri_ ralher iKBncilL tb»c SiBte of Mew Jenie>_] Well _ sir, 1hen Icl 
hjm res]gn," conUmjcd Mr_ .Ad^ms "and we may poss]b[> d]scoverEome way by which 
we can get jlorig. w]thiYUI the atd of Kjs all-powerful lalent, le^rmng and geniuh [f we 
cannol organL7_e in any other WBy— if this Clerk oF youE^ will not con-^enl to our 
djsc harming the Irifits confided lo u'f by ourcon.'flilijerits, Iheri tet w> im]late the example 
ot the Virginia Hou'fe of Burgesses. wh]ch, when the coloniBE Goverm^r Diriw]ddic 
ordered ]t to disperse, refused to obey the impenoiE> arHJ ]nsultjng mindBte and, ^zAf 

The multitude could nol conlatn or reprcis the i r e n thifi i i.'f m Bny longer, but "iiluted 
the eloquent arul iridignanl speaker and inlerceptcd him with loud arul de b feni rig c hee rs, 
whtch seemed to shake 1he capitol lo H"^ centre The ^ery Gemi of applatde ind 
cnthusLBSjn seemed to float ]n the al rruj-^phe re of 1 he Hall, *nd every hear! er ponded with 
an LndcscnbibJe feehng of pride aruJ eiiultation. The turmofcl. Ihe darlnc^, Ihe very 
"chaos of inBrchy," which had, fonhree succe^isive days, pervaded Ihe .American 
Congress, wi^ d]spe][ed by the magic, ihe laUsmanic eloquence of a single mBR. and, 
once more Ihe vv heels of Government and of Legist atio n we re pul in moUon.^ 

E~[4^]ng. by lbs powerful Bppeal. brought tbu: >et nnorg b m /ed assembly to a 
perceptcon of lis hBZjnJou'f posttbon, he submilted a moMori requiring ihe acting Clerk to 
pnnceed incBlling iKe roll Th]s arHJsLm]LBr mo[]ons had alre4d> been mBde by oiKer 
membepi. The diff icul ty was, IhBt 1he ictjng Clerk declined toentedam 1bw:m 
.Accordingly. Mr .Adams wi^ ]mmedjalel> interrupted by a buis! of voices dL-manding. 
"How shBll the question be pul'^" "Who will pul the question'^" The voice of Mr \dama 
wa'i hcBrd above the tumuH, "I ]ntend to pul the question myself" ThBt word broughl 
order ouC of chao'f. There was ihe misler m]rKl 

^ RcminiscL-nccs— by *n Old Colony Man. 
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■^ soon as the mul 1 1 Cudc had rtcovtrtd Hsclf, BmH the cicitcmcnC of irrcprc^i^iblc 
enthuse BRTTi had ibBtcd. Mr. RichBrd BaTn'A'ell Rhrtt of SoultiCaroJini LL'a[>cd upon otic 
of the dcsks^ wa^cd his biand^ BrKJexrla]rntJ: 

"] move I hat the Honorable JohnQiJ]Eicy Adam'f lake the cKatrof the Speaker of this 
EioiEie^ 4Tid off ic] ale mi^ pre'f id ing officer ttit the House beoigiTiJzed by the eLect]oriof 
iL±eoii'f|]tiJtional offLcers! A'f m any as are agreed to iKis ^]ll say ^i , 1hosc~" 

Eie had not an opportunity lo complete the "sentence— "I ho^e who are nol agreed. wjLI 
s*> f?t?,^--Jot one universal dejterung, 1 blundering ^v. responded to 1he nom]nalion. 

Hereupon. M was moved and ordered th^t Lewi^i ^ jLJiims oF Monti Carolina, and 
R]chird Bam^^'eLl Rbielt^ conduct John Qutncy Adams to 1bie chair. 

Well did Mr SVi^e oF Virginia, say, "Sir, ] regard ][ as the proudc^l hour of your hfe; 
and it when you shiU be ^alhered 1o your f^lheis, I were asked lo select 1bie wordi 
which, in my judgment, ire bcfl calculated to give at once the character of the man, ] 
would ]n*icr[be upon your tomb 1 his sentence '[ will put 1he queslion m>^ie]f ' "=^ 



^ In a public addrc^, Mr Adams once quoted 1he well known wonii of Tacilu.^, 
Annal vi. J9— "f ^^ Jid^j^^trr/j ne^fii^ Tcry^^^"— applying them to 4 d isli nguished min. lately 
deceased A lady wrote to tnqu]re whence they time. Mr .\dams informed her. and 
added, thai the> could nol be ^dequalely IransUted jn les'f 1han seven worct hn Engh'fh. 
The lady replied thai the> mighl be well translated in t] ve— E^^drt J ?j. tjoj Ghf?ve^ dixT_\---bul 
belter in three— JOHW QUIMCY ADAMS -Mui^anhiii^fli Qitc^n^t/i fltWt^r 



CHAPTER XIV 



MR ADAMS" FERMNESS IN DISCHARGE OF DUTY--HES EXERT]O^S EW 
BEHALF OF THE AMESTAD SLAVES--H13 CONNEXION WETH THE 
SMETHSONEAW B EQ (JE ST-TO U R TFEROLFGH CAWADA AND NEW YORK--H13 
RECEPTION AT EUFFALO--VESETS NIAGARA FALLS-ATTEWDS WORSHIP 
WETH THE TUSCARORA 1NDEANS--HIS RECEPTION AT ROC HESTER-- AT 
AUHURN-AT ALHANY--AT PITTSF1ELD--VE31TS CEWC1NNATE--ASSESTS EW 
LAYING THE CORNER STONE OF AN OESERVATORY. 



Et would be ]mpDh5]blc. m the limit prcicnbfd to ihc^c pa^E^'i. to dtlail Ehc riLimcn^us 
nccn«> 4Tid occurrc rcc^ of a momcritous nature, tn wbiicK Mr .Ad^nifi Took a proimnciH 
pBft durjn^ biL^i sf rv ]c c^ in the HouhcorRcpr«tcntativc^ The pBth he marked out for 
hjmscLt Bt 1bte commtnccmciH ofhi^ congrfssion^l CBrccr, ^4k pupiucd ^ith unfiltcrhng 
Fidel Hy to I he close of ljfc_ Hi-i \^'ai the rare honor of devoting himselF. unreservedly, to 
h]s leg]t]malcdul]«> mi^ 4 Rc[>rfscnl at] vc of 1 he people "a^ title iriCongres'f, and to nolKing 
cbtf. He believed I he halls of Ihe CapHoL "A^ere no pi ice for poll ncil iiHrEgue. ind 1hal a 
membe r of Con^Fe'iS, inslead ot 'flLidy]ng to ^hipe hi'f couple to make poN^cil CBpitBk or 
to subserve pirty ends, should devolc hini'^lf r[g]dly iriLl solel> to ihe inleresLfofhis 
consliluents 
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Hi^ prac[]cc corresponded ^'\\h Ki!i !hcor>_ Hi^ '^pccctie':^ his votes, hi": entire Iflbora m 
CoTigres'f, were confLiicd s1rbctt> to practical subjerls. vtlalJy connected wi1h Ihe grejt 
I nte rests of our CO mmon country . and hsd no political or parl^' bf « n ng, ol Ker I Kan such 
as tnilK and ptibhc good m]gKt possess. 

Hk'f host][ity lo slavery and Ihe assumptions End CEiurpaE]ons of slave power in iKe 
councils oF Ehe nalion, conlLnued to Ihed4> ot his dm h At I Ke com menc e ment of e ac h 
session ot Congress, Ke dcmBnded ihat 1hc jnfamous "gig rule." which forhtd the 
presentation of peMtion'f on 1bte subject of slaver>, should be iboli'fhed. But despite ]I5 
continuance he pen^isled in handing jn pcl]t]ons from the peopEe oF every cEbss, 
compLeiiion ind condilion. hJe djd not hes]t4te to lay before the House ot 
Re p rescnC ati ves a petition from E-E*^erhill, Mass. For lh6f disiixiitlfoii f?f\!ic Cmon' 
All hough oppo-^ed in hi-^ wht^Lc soul to tbw prByerof 1hc pcliUoners, >ct he beheved 
hj mself s ac redly bound to listen with due respei^l ho evei^ request of Ihe people, when 
couzhed ]n respectful tenns. 

In vaEn d]d Ihe supporteis of slavery endeavor lo arresi his course. End tose^l his Icps 
in silence En vajndid 1hey ihrealen assassination— e impulsion fn^m 1he hJoii^c— indictment 
before 1he grind jur^ of ihe District ot ColumbiB En vundid 1 hey declare IhBt he should 
"be mide amenable lo another In b^in^^i, [mob-li'A'l ind as an incendjary, be brought to 
condign pumshment." "My LiFeon ]t," S4]d a siiuthern member, "if he presenis thu 
petition trom slaves, we shill >et see him wuhin ihe waLI*^ ot the penilentjary " 



302 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 

AH ihc^c altcmpts al b row -br b Ci rig movrd him no[ b C]tllc_ Firm he ^lood to hi^i duty, 
clc^p]tc the ^ tarms of J rig ry pas.'^jon whch ho'A'Lcd airtund him, md with withering 
rcbukos nrpclicd the asMuLl^ of hot-blooded opponrnls as the proud old hcBdLirid 
jutUng fBf Lnlo ocean's bo^om. to'ZtC^ tiigh, ]n v^onhLe»'iS[>ray, Ihr dark mountain billow!^ 

which in "ATalK bc4l upon l1 

"Do ihe gcnlleincn riom the South," "i^id ht, "Ihtnk 1 hey can rrighten me by ihcir 
threats '^ If thai be iheir object, tet me lei I them, E]r, ihey have mi^tikeri the]r mm. [ am 
no1 to be Trighlened from the discharge of a "tiered dul> by the]r iTidj^nal]on, by iKeir 
vjolerKC, nor E]r, by 4II the gr^ nd j uries in iKe unk^enie [ ha^e dorieont> my duty, and J 
shilL do 1 1 aga]ri under the same circumstances, e^eri [hough 1hey recur lo-morro^^' " 

■Though aged he was so Lronorlbmb, 
None of the youth could cope with him, 
AekI ihe fue^ whom he singly kept 41 ba> 
Outnumbered hiv thin haini of silver grey " 

Nor was Mr. .\d4m.^ without encouragement tn his tTyjng posilion hJis immediate 

consul uenU, at Iheir primary meettng'f, repeatedly sent up i cheering voice ]n strong ^nd 
camL'M FesuFulions. approving heart ily his course and urging h]m lo persevere rcc 
Ibterein The Lcgjs I *1 ures of M ass ac hu^etls and Vermont ralJicd to hjs support [n 
solemn conv DC a[]on. Ihey protesled against 1he virtual annihitatioriof the righl of 
petition—a^ainsl slavery and the ^lave tnde tn the District of Columt>ia~^ave their enl] re 
"f^nctjori tiY 1he pnociples advocated by Mr. .Ad^ms and pledged Iheir countenance to ill 
mea'iure'f caLculHed lo suslain 1hem. 
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Laigr bocl]Kiof pcopit in ihc EB^Tcm^ Northern, and Meddle Stites, sympathized 
^Llh tiLin in hi'f support ot the mo^it ^ ac red uf priv i le^es bcflo^cd on man. 
Re p rcseni B tive ifter Re p reseni b tive were sent lo Corigres!i. who gBthcred *rourid Kim. 
and co-Dpcralcd ^ith him tn hs holy warfire jgBinst 1 he iron ruLe v^hichsF^veF^ had 
been criahEed to CF:lahl]^h in iKe nilbunil Legislature. W]th renewed energy he re^]sted 
the niight> curreiH ^^'Kich 'w^'i undermining the To u rid al luns of the RepuhLjt.^ Bnd bearing 
away upon \\^ lurhid waleis the Itberties of the people And he resi'fled nut ]n vain 

The br4>e old man Ijved 1o see h]"^ labors, in this department of duty, crowned wUh 
abundant 'iuccess One afler iriolher the co hort> of si *^ e r^ gave w*y before the ]nce'&anl 
assiult^, Ibve uni^'emed pcrseverince, ot Mr. Adam.^, Bnd Che ra]Ehrijl compeeis who 
were sent b> tb»c people to his "support. Al Eength, in LS45. the obrio;iioEE> "gag niie" was 
rcsLindcd. and Congress consented to rece]ve, bfuI trcBt rcipec tful l> bLI pelit]ons on the 
subje<.1 of stBvery. This was a morBL Iriumph which imply rompensaled Mr AdBms for 
all the labors he hBd put forth, and for all the ItlbIs bte hid endured lo achieve it. 
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Yt^, he "[]\'cd lo hear thai subject whch of bFI oCHct^ IibcI been forb]ddcn bh cntrBncc 
into 1he H alls of Co rigrcss^ Fihrly broached He Lived lo li'flcn. w][h a delight bLI tiisuwn 
to J h]gh-^oijlcd^ whotc- he^rLcd "fpccchon IhesLBvequc^non^ FrDm hs col Ic ogue^ Mr 
Palfrey— a "fpecch^ of which il is not loo high pr^i^e lo ^By. Ehit it ^^'ould not KBve 
clj^piiragcd thi: exalted repulBtioriof Mr. .Ad^m.'^ had he made it KimselF A>c. mi^rc. he 
lived to ^cc the v^hole HouiiC of Reprcic rita1 1 vc^i— 1 Ke mcmbeis fiom tbw ^otith^ no1 less 
than those from iKe Morlh^ JitcritEvc and respectful L]s1encTS to IhBt speech of 4U hour's 
lenglh OR the politicaL bs welE b^ moral as pec I oF^ livery in 1his Repuh[]c. WhBt b 
triujTiph[ Al the clo^ie of lI, the moral conqucioreAchaLmed^ 'God be prA]sed^ the seals arr 
bnjkeri- Ihe dDor t&opcu.' " " 

Tf anylh]ng were wanling lo cirtwri the fame of Mr .Adiin.'f^ jn ihe Lisl daysorlife 
wEth [Hiperishable honoF^ono add^ ]f possible, rie^ briLhiRcy to lhc beaEnsof hi'f selting 
sun^ ]t ]'^ Found in hfi 4dvocac> ot the freedom of the Amis1ads[Bves 

A ship-lo ad of negroes had been stolen fiom Afnca^ coritr^Ty to iKe Lbw of riBt]ons, of 
humanHy andoFGod^ jnd "^ urre p ti1 cou.'f l> smuggled^ in the mgh[ inio the Island of Cuba. 
This act was piracy, iccoiding to iKe tBW of Sp4]n, *nd of all Governmenls ]nChristeri- 
dom. and iKe perpetntois Ehereor, hid tbte> been delected, would have been punished 
with death. Immediately ifter the landing of the^e uniortLinale .Africans, aboul thirly-six 
of them were puirKasedof tKeslBve-pirBtes, b> two SpBni*Kls nBmed Don Jose Ruiz *nd 
Don Pedro Monies, who shipped iKem for Gu b naj b , C uba, jn the schtjoner "Amis^a^L" 
When three diyf ou1 from HaviuB. the Afncins n^'^c, killed the captBin and crew, ind 
took possession of the vessel— sp Bring the livesoflKeir purchaser'^, Rui? and Montes. 

* Rev. S.J.May. 
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This CrBn^BCI]an w b^ unquc^tconjbly ju^nrcBblc on the pBrt of the ncgioci- They hjd been 
slolcn troiu thc]r niUvc lind—hacl fallen jnto 1hc hind'f uf p] rales and robbtPf^ Brid 
reduced 1o ibjcr! !i livery According la the FiPit law of nalure— Ihc Lbw ot ^e] f- de Tcnce— 
impl*n1td ]n the bosom of ocry human being by iKcCreBtor tb»c> were _^ust] fted tn 
taking any mcasLirK> ncccssBr>' to restore tbwMn to Ihc enjoyriicnl of IhBt freedom which 
^a*^ iKeirs by birthnghl 

The negroes being unable to manage the scKooricr compelled Rui£ and \1orite!i to 
HBVigilc her_ and directed I hem lo 'ihapc hcrcour*ie for AfncB, for it wi^ lKcbrde*i]gn Eo 
return 1o IheirnBtivc hnd But 1hcy were deceived b> tbw two 5p4n]anls^ \^'Ko brought 
the ^ichooner to 1 he co ast of the U ruled Stiles, where ^he wi^ laken po^isessjon of by 
Li em Gedne>, of the U. 2 'furve>irig brkg WB!ih]n^ton, b few milcf off Monlauk Point, 
and brought into New London, Conn The 1v^o S p^nj ard'f c I a] med 1he Africans a'f I heir 
pnnperty; and I he Spant^h M i ni'f ler dcjn am^ed of 1 bte Prciiderit of 1he Untied Stiles, I hat 
tbtey be dehvered up to I he pioper aulhorities, and laken bick to Ha^Bria, lo be Ined for 
p]racy and munHer The malter^i.'f bn^nghl before the Dislnct Coun of Co ririeci icut. 

[r the mein time Preside m Van Euren ordered the U.S. ^ichoone r GrB mptft _ Lieui. 
John S Paine _ lo repair to New HBven, lo be in reidjness to convey Ihe Afnc*ns lo 
H^^Bria, should "luch be the decjsion of the Coud 
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Bui chc Court decided thjt iKc Go^crnmcnl oF Ehc Lrn]tcd Slalcs had no iulhorHy lo 
return 1bwMn jnto ^iBvtry; anddircclcd IhBt 1hcy be conveyed ]nonF of our pub lie sh]f>s to 
the "fhurcf of Africa from whence the> had t>ul rcceritl> been lorn away_ From this 
deci'iiori the U. S Distncl Altorne> appealed lo the S upreme Court of the United ^tBtcf. 

These Iran^aclions al trie ted the attent]onorihe whole people of the Untou and 
riBtur4lL> eTcited 1hc "^ympilbiy of I he mi^&es, y^f^> *rKl con^ ^i^ they were favonble or 
LiJifavorable lo the j nh ti1 uEjo ri of si «> e r>' Whi^ should defend^ in the Supreme Courl 
these pooroutcBMs— i^noranl degrBded, w relc henJ— w ho _ Tired wjth b noble ener^> had 
buPil the shackles ot ^Javer>' and by « wive orfodurie hid been Ihrown into I he midsi of 
a people profe'^fciig freedom^ >et keepcng their feet on Ihe ncebf of ni] M [ons of si avc^^ 
The eyes of alMhe fnencis of hum b n nghts turned i ns[] nc 1 1 vel y to JOHN 01-''[r^f^'^ 
ADAMS- Nor were the]r expeclaE]ons disappninted Wilhou! he^ititton he e^^poiEted ihe 
cause of the Ami^ilad negiDes. Al the age of seventy -four. t»e Bppeired in the Supreme 
Court ofl he Urn led Stales to Bdvoeale Iheircauhe. lie entered upon thi» labor wt1h the 
enlhusEBETTi of a youlhtui harrj^ter and di'ipl b yed forensic lalcnts. a cnlicBl knowledge of 
law^ lud of the inalieTiBble nghlK ot man^ whbch would have added lo the renown of the 
mo!it em]nenE juri'fl'^ ot the dBy 
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"When be wcnl to iKc Supreme Court, jftcr an jb^cncc of thirty ytjp;, bikJ amse to 
defend 4 body of frtcridle'^ negroes torn fn^ni their home and mo'fE unjustly held in 
thrall— when he asked Ihc Judges to ei^LLfie hiin at once bolKfor the tre mbl i rig faults of 
a^e and the iFKxpenenceof >oiJlK. having labored so long elsewhere 1hal Ke hid 
forgo! ten the rules of court— w he n he "fumined up I he eo rc Lu.^io n of the whole malter. and 
bn^ughl before those judie]al but ye1 moi^lentng eye'f, tbte greal men whom he had once 
nK't 1 btere— C hase, Cuiihirig, Mirtiri, Livin^ton, bfhJ Mar^hflL h]nvieLf iTid while he 
remembered 1hal the> were 'gone, gone, bII gone," remembered bIso the elernal Ju'itice 
thai I'i ne^ e r gone— I he SLghl v^i» "lUbhme. [t was not ano[d patricLBRof RoEne, whi^ hid 
beenConsLiL Dtctator. com]ngout of h]s honored retire meni al the Seuite'^i call, lo Mand 
in Ihe Forum to levy new irmie^ maishal them to ^iclory afresh, and gain thereby new- 
laurels for hL'f brow, bul lI v^b*^ b [>LBincjt]zeu of AmericB. v^ho hBd held an office far 
gjealer ihBO EhBt of Consul, King, or DictBtor, his hBrid reddened by no man\ blood, 
ex|)ectbug no honors, bul coming in Ihc name oFju.'fnce. to pleid for the "flave, for the 
poor barbarian negnj of Afncj. for Cmquc and GrBbbo for their deeds comp Bring 1btcm 
to Eiarmi>dius Bod Ari'^togeilon. v^ho'f cLBS'^ic memory made eich bosom thrjLI Thit 
wa^ worth ilL h]s honora— ]t was worth ivh]le to live fourscore years for thit '""■ 



Theodore Pirkcr 
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This effort of Mr_ Adam.^ was crowned withcompltlcsLKCCTiK. The Supreme Court 
decided ChBt 1hc AFnrans were enttlled to I heir f rceckim and ordered them to he 
khciatcd [ndue Ume the> were en^bled^ b> 1bic issi^tBnce of the charitable^ lo !iBil for 
Africa^ and take ^'\\h them many of 1he ] mpLc menlii ot CL>]Lj:^cd life They arrived tn 
sjfety *t Sterre Leone, End were *l towed once nx^re to mjngte with their frtermk. End 
enjoy Gud^ gkft of freedD m, in a Fagt7u Und—hEving ronunalek> ^tscuj^J From a cruel 
and L]re-long bondflge, in the midst of a ChniUi^^i people 

[r rept> to 1 lelter reqLje'fE]ng Mr. .AdjiTL'f 1o ^nte out his BrgumenI in ihis c^i^c, he 
coEKludes Bs follows "I ^hall eruileavor, i» >oiJ de'i]re, 1o v^nte out, jn full exlent, m> 
argLimenl before the Court, in which ilL Ibiis \^'as reUiLcd Bnd (.ommcnted upon. TF l1 bias 
no other effect, I hope ]l will at leasl have IhBt of Bdmorusbiing 1he free people of tht'f 
Union 1a teep perpe! ual I y ^^-atchFul eyes upon ever> acl of their c^cculive 
admhii]stralion, h4^]ng any rcL^thon to Ihe subject of sh^vciy " 

[r availing the couritFy of ihe beuefil of the " S mi thsonu ri E equcf I ." and in founding 
the "Smittboniin [nylilule" Bt WBsh]ng[on, Mr. Adam'f look an 4Lt]ve pirt. lie repe^ledly 
called 1hc attention of Congre^'f lo the "^ubjecl. until he "succeeded in catc>ing « b]tl to be 
pBssed providing for the estiblishmenl of ihe Enstitutc He v^as appotnledone of the 
Regenff of the Institute. ^h]choff]ce he held until ht^ death. 
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[n the 'iummcrof ] 543, Mr Adams visited Lebanon ^pring'f, N Y , for the benefit of 

Kjs hcaJth which had become ^ome^hat impaired, and iE'^y Ihe heallh of a cKeri'fhed 
member of his fimiL>_ He designed to devole onL> tour or five days to 1 his journe y , bu! 
Ke WBS'io h]^hLy pletsed wtth the small porl]onoriKe Stite of New York Kesaw af 
Lebanon ^pring'f, 1hal he ^^'as induced to proceed further He visHed ^aratogB, Lflhe 
Georg]a, Lower CanidB_ MonlrcBl bfuI Que bet _ Retum]rig_ he Bscended the St LBwrence 
and the Lake^ as Far bs NiB^ara FbIK brcI BuFfalo and by the way of Rochesler Auburn, 
Utjcj and Alb4n> "^onghl hi'i hi^mc m Qumcy w]th heallhgrcBtly improved 

Although Mr AdBms had mBny trnterenemici— made so b> h]s Fe*rle^fl> 
independeRce and Ihe stem inlegnly w]th which Ke discharged the public duties 
entrusted to h]m— yel in lKe heBrtsof iKe people he ever occupied the highest position. 
They no! only respected and idnured 1bw: polHic]an, IhesCBtesmBU. k>ut 1hey vencraled the 
MAN' I Key Loved him J or Kis purUy. his philanlhrtjpy. hisdisiuteresled pBtriotism hjs 
devotion to freedom Bud Kuman ngKts All this was mBrnfesled during h]s tounhrough 
New York- Et was marked in H"^ whote exlent b> dc mon*i1 ra1 ions of I Ke highc^l iUcntion 
and respect fiom people ot all parties. PubLjc greetings processions, celebritions, met 
bm 4ud accompanied him at ever> iilepof his jouFFte>. 
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Nc^cr^]ncc tbtr ^]^Jt of La F4>c[lc^ hid ^ucK an « nx]ou> dcsi re to honor b gr»1 and good 
man been maTi]rfstcd by the ^nlirc maiiS of the pcu[>Lc Hjs [>ru^FfM> wis one conlinutd 
triuinpKBL proccs^]on "I niBy say^" cxcli]mcd \Ir Adams^ ncBr Ihc close of ht'f lour. 
"wMhout being chBFgtd wtiK prtdc or vanity^ ] hBvt come nol alone _ forlKc whole people 
of the Slalcof New York have been my compimoniV 

At Buffalo he was received with e^ery possible demonstrH ton of respect The 
nBtJonal ensign was streaming from in hundred mi'^ls and I he wharve'f^ Bnd the decbf 
and nggjn^of I he ve^eL^, were ciowded by Ihousinul^ Bniiious to calch a glimpse of the 
renowned s1 ales man ^nd patriot, who was greeted by repeated cheers Hon. Millard 
Fillmore iddres'fed him wtlhgre^t eloquence The following is the Lonc]Lr3]onorhis 
speech:— 

'You see BrountI you.sir, no polilicBl p*rtL^in.^seek]ng to pn^mote somescn]^ter 
piJTpo'ie but >oiJ see here assembled the peopEe of our infBnt cily. without distinction of 
pady^ ^ex, age^ orcondit]on~alL ill Bniiiouily ^]eing with eBcholher lo show their 
res pec I and e'fleem for your public services and pnvale worth Here Bre gBthercd. m Ihi^ 
VBSt multituJe ot whu must Bppeir to >ou "ilrange tBc^e'f^ IhousBnL^ whose hearfi hBve 
v]bra1ed lo the choidof^ympitbiy which >oijrwritlen speeches have touched Here ]s 
reflecUng age. and inilent >oiJlbi. and li'fpLng childhcx^d to ill of whom > our > e nerHed 
nBme ]s as deir as household word*^ all anxiou*^ 1o feis1 their e>c'^ b> a sight ot thit 
e^ trBO I'd I nir> and venerable min oF whom thc> hBve heBFd^ ind read and thought so 
much— all anAioEC> to hear Ihe vobceonhal 'oid r?\an x^f^xijAieiif/ on whose hp'f wfc'xlom has 
d]stLlEed hercho]ce'fl ncclar Here sir. you see 1hem bII and rcBd tn 1 heir eager and jo>- 
^aLkJL'nedc[^unlenances. and bnghtly-beam]nf eycf^ b welcome— i thrice-lold^ hean-felt^ 
siYul-s1 Lm ng welcome to 'the man whom Ihey delight to honor.' " 
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Mr Adams rcspondrd to ch]RKpccch ]n a ^Irain of most i nttrcitcng remarks He 
commence b\ Follows.— 



"T mus1 rcqiJC!i1 your Lndul^cncc for i Tnomcnl's pause lo take bre^lh ir>DiJ ]nqLiLrr 
why I Bnk 1hts indLilgtncc, it i» because [ am ^io overpowered by the cloc|ucnce of my 
friend, the cha]rm4ii of the CommHtecof Ways bckJ Mcaib. <\^'hom [ hi^e bten ^o long 
accusloTTied lo refer to tn thai cipBctty^ IbBt^ "A'Llbi your [lennjsKio ri. [ v^jLI conlinue £±o lo 
denomiiiBte Kim now.) lKa[ ] have no wor<t> Left to ansv^cr hiin. For so lEbcral has ho been 
in bellowing that eloqucEice upon mc which b»c h]rTi*icLf povst^cs in ^io eminerit « degree. 
thai ^b]le bic \^'as ascribing lo me lalentsso far Bbovc m> ow n c onsc ]o Li^nes'l in th^t 
rcgaid^ I W4S ilL tht Ume implorEng 1 Kc god of e loqurnce to g]vc me. at teast 4t lb]b 
momtnl. a Jew worct to juhtity him before >oiJ ]n miking I hat "fplcndid pBncgyric which 
he has been pleased lo bestow upon me; and ihat Ibu: tlaltenng picture which he hBS 
presented to >oiJ may nol immediately be defaced before your e>c^ by whit you should 
hearfrom me. ^ ^ ^ " " :< 

[ ri Lonc I ud I ng hi^ remark.'f hr SBid:~"Or>our atlachmerit lo moral pnnciple E hj>e 
thi'f d4> had am^lher ind pleifiirig proof tn 1he diririer of which [ have p art b ken in the 
sleamer, in which^ by your tindricss, ] have been conveyed lo thi^ place It wi^ * 
sumpluous dinner, but it ivh]ch i^Rfxeram:^ was the presiding power I co ngjaCul ale you 
on the evidence I here e;ihibt1ed of jour Btlachment 1o mi^ril prirKiple, ]n yourco- 
opcralion in thai greH movement which i^ promoting the haj>pine^^ irid elcvaliDnorniBn 
in every quarter of ihc gtobc. 

"And here you wjU permit me lo allixle to an incident which hasoecuTred in my 
recent vi^it lo CBnadi in whith ] percejved thecooperalionof ihe people oflhal 
Fiovince jr the SBme great mtjral refonnitton. While al Quebec, ] visiled Ihe falls of 
Montmorenci. a calaract which but tor yours, would be imorig the greatesE wondeisof 
nBture Ingoing 1o il. [ pi.'fsed Ihrough 1he pBrishof Be^nporl, jnd there, by the side of 
ttH^ way, ] SBW B column with jr inscripUon upon ]L± pedc^lal. v^h]ch I had the curio'fity 
to stop ind read. Tt was erected by the people of Beaupod ingratitude lo the V'irgjn, for 
her goodness in promoUng Ihecauheof lemperance in Ihat pBri'^h 
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FcrhBf>sI dn not "^urflcEcritly s>mpBthizc wclK Ehc pcof>fc of Bcjuport En Btlnbuling lo the 
V'Lrgjnbo direct an fcnflucncc upori thin TnorflL reform^ bul in the "fpinl ^itti ^^'hjch 1hcy 
erected thai muntimcnt I do niD'fl coidially sympalKi^c v^Jth Ihrm. For under ^^'hBtcvcr 
influence 1he caiCiC miy be piumolcd^ iKc 4.busc ilsclfcan ne^cr fail Id make il!i ^otari«> 
^L^icr and bdtcr men. ] cinm^l make aspcETch M> head I'i loo full, and m> ^o]cc too 
Feeble. Farewell [ And wilK that farev^cll, may the b I L!u>bngik of he avcn be upon^uu 
thruti^hotit >Dijrlh^esr 

Mr .^dams wb!i greally delighted wilh his ^'isit Id Niagari Falls. A lelter-wnler ihus 
debenbe^E ]t:~ 



^Mr. Adams seem.'f iocap^ble of fatigue^ eilKer physic b I ormenCal. After a dnve la 
the mormng to Lewiston, he Mopped, on hjs relum to iKe FaHsi. al the whirlpooL The 
deseeni to iKe \i' ale r\ edge which I'i m^l often made i^. a'f you ^^'ill remember aEl bul 
vertjcji.down a sleep of soEne 1hree huridred and "fiiity feet. One of the pBrt> "A^as jboul 
gojngdowR. when Mr. AdBms remBrked thai he "AiouFd accompany him Gen Porter *nd 
the o1 her gentlemen present nz mon*i1 ra1ed, Bnd Cold him n was a ver^ severe underlakirig 
For a young and he any man, Brid that he "AiouLd find it, in !ii3cK a hoi day,qutte 
impracticable, lie seemed, however, lo know his capacities, and this old mBR. verging on 
Four "^co re years, not only made the desceni, but ctBmbered over almost impracUcablc 
rtjcks along 1he mBrginoflhe nver, 1o obtain the various >jew^ pre*ienEed al differeni 
points The relum wa» no1 c^i^y^ biH Ih: wasquHe adequate to 1tte labor, and afler reeling 
a few mi mites at Ihe sum mi I. resumed his ndc, full of spiFtts andofanimaled and 
initmctL^e conversation. After dtnner. heci~o!ised o^er lo Goal Inland, Brid beheld the 
calaract from the ^arkous points, and coriUnued hisexplorBtJons imul all w as obsc ured b> 
dBrkness He seemed greatl> impressed b> 1he wonderful conlrast presented by the scene 
ot raye Bnd repose— ot the wild and furious dBshin^of Ihe mtghly river d^jv^n 1he rBpnt>. 
WLlh L1^ mad plunge over the precLpjce—Bod the suJ le ri sti 1 1 ness of Ihe abys^ oF v^ateni 
below I wish [ could repeat to you hts stri k i ng conv e r?i alio ri d u n n^ iKese rambles, 
replele wlIK bnllkBrH classical allusions, historical il I id tra1 ions, Bnd the most minute, and 
as il seemed to me universal mtormation •< •< ^ ^ ^ ^- 
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I siiiccrcf> concur w[lK [hr worthy caplacn of oncof our^lcambojti- who ^^\d lo mc the 
ol her d By .~'0 K th^l ^'c could tilzc ih\z eiij^i^i^t ou\ of Ihc old "Adarrb." and pul il inio a 

Rcvr hull'" " 

DuriTi^ hj^ visLi al the Fill'f^ \1r Adariu-on a ^abbflth moroLiig accompanied by 
Ocn. Porter^ vi!i]tcd the rcmnani of the Tuscirora IndiBCb and 41 tc ridcd di> j nr "icrv jcc in 
their mid^il A1 the conclusion of the sermon Mr. Adam'f midc 4 brief addr«th to the 
Tridjans^ which ]s thiE> desc ri bed E>y Ehc ^ctccr-wrjti^r allixlcd lo abovc:-- 

"Mr Adams alluded to hc^ advanced age. End Jiacd 1h[^ ^i-ai Che fiisC tcmc he hfld ever 
looked upon iKeir beauliful fielct> and forcfl^-lhal he \^'as truly happy lo riieel them there 
and JO] n w]th them in ihe \^'o rah] p of our co mmon P arent— re jtij nded tbtem 1hal in >ear> 
past he had add]~e^'ied tbH^ni From the poMt]on wh]ch he Eherioccijp]ed, ]n tBriguage al 
once lha[ of h]!i "^lalion aod hi"^ heart as 'hi-^ chiLd]^ri'— ind 1hal now, j^ b pnvile cH]zen. 
Ke hailed tbtem in lermsof equBl ^^'armlK and endearmenl, 4*^ hj*^ 'brelKren md !iis1er> ' He 
aLluded, wilK a "finiple eloquence whtch "teemed to move the [ndi^mi iriiich, lo the equal 
care and lo^e w]Eh "A^hbcKGod ]~ef ar^ all hi*^ children, \^' Kethe r s av age orLivi[]zed and 
to I Ke coinino R desti ny which *wa]ts Ihem he]~eaner, however various their tol here He 
touched briefly jnd fo]~chbly on Ihe topics of ihe sermon which they h^d Kea]~d and 
concluded iv]lh a bcaLitifu] jnd touching bcnedj4.lion upon lhcm." 

Al Rochester Linmen*ie multitude'f B*iseinbled to recejve Mr_ .Ad*ins_ He wbs 
welcomed in br eloquent Bddress From Ihe Mayorof lhcc]l>_ The following ire * Few 
cxErBcff froTU the repl> of Mr_ Adams:-- 



u 
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■Mr Mayor and Fcl fo^i'-c itizcEB —I fcar>oiJ cspcc! Trom mc a "speech If i[ were in 

my pow c r. upprfs^cd i^i ] am ^'\\h minglcJ i.'f lo n ish m^ nl and gn ti1 uJt Bt "A^hal [ ha>r 
CT[>cricm.cd and no\^' ^cc ot your kindnr'is^ lo make a speech^ I "AiauLd grBtiFy you v^j[h 
one adDmcd with bII the chaste yc\ simple eloquence wh]ch Brccombmed ]n iKc ^ddrcsfl 
to which >oiJ hBvt ju^i! L]stened Trom your warth> Mayor Eu! it t^ no! en m> power. You 
may piobably think there L^f suEnt affectation on in> pBrt^ in pretending inability lo 
addrcM> you. knav^]ng a'f mBriy of youdo^ iKat [ have often BddrcMtcd i.'fsembl i e^i like 
thff Bui [ hope for greater indulgence from you ihiri thLf. ] tricit >ou will con'iidcr thBt I 
have "^eri and spoken lo muLtil tides [ike iKal now before me, but iKat these niLilt]ti3des 
KBd Trowmng fices Those ] couFd meel. and To Ihc^ie ] couFd "^peBk Bui toyou^ wbioEC 
every face ]sexpre^isive of genen^u^ *ffcclion— lo you_ tn whose every counten i nee ] ^ce 
k]ndFKSs and rriencfcKip— I canm^l !ipeak. It in too much for me. It o^ercome*^ my powers 
oJ speech. ]1 L"^ 4 nev^ 'icene 1o mc. ^ --. ■< n k w 

^Amon^t the seni I mc Fits wh]ch ] have expressed. *nd 1he observations whtcK [ hi>e 
made dunn^ my brief lour thiough I his pon]orioryour St4le^ ]l wa'f impov'fible for me lo 
forego 4 cortitint compinsoR with whal New York wbs in olher djy^, and what it is 
now I f]n>t sel my feet upon Ihe soil of the riow Empjre Stite. in I7S5 I then visited 1hc 
CLiy oF r^ew York.— al thit l]me b town of IS^OOO inhBbit Brits I larried. vvh]te in Ihat cily. 
at 1he house of John J By— a mBR vvhom [ name, ind whom jII will remember, bs one of 
tbw mosi illiE>trious of tbw d]s1tngijished palnots who c^Tned our beloved country 
thn>LJ^h the darl period of I he Re^olutton. Mf. J4> the ^ecrelBry of Foreign Affiiis, 
under the Congrewiof the FederiUon, wis laytng the found Btion of a house in Broidway, 
bu1 whjch wassepirBted by the distineeof aquaderof b mile from any olher dwelling. 
Al that E]me, being eighteen yeBra of age. I received an in>]tatiDn to visit western New 
York, and [ hi^e regre tied often, but nevermore thin now, 1hal [ had m^l aceepled thBt 
I nv nation. Oh' whal would [ not hBvegt>en to have seen this pirtof ihisgreit Stite 
then, thai [ mighl be ible 1o contrBSI l1 w]th whal il now is. ^ ^ ^ ^ "^ 

']1 his seemed lo me b^ ]f in this region I he God of nalure intended to mikc a more 
sublime displi> of his pov^er, IhBn m Bny oCher portion of the worid He hasd;>ne so in 
ph>sical nalure— in 1he maje^ilic catanet, whose sound you c in atmosl hear— in foresl and 
in field—in ihe mind of min among you. In whit has been accomplished lo make your 
cily whit it is, the aged ha^e done Ihe most. 
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The m]ddfc aged may ^a> wt wilf impirtvr upon "fthflt hj^i been done. jmH the yoLing- wc 
sh^JL Bt.cojnpJb'ibi still more I h an our filhris ThBt^ tcllo^-c]tizciis^ was the boast in the 
ancient ^pirlan prDccsE]ori~ a proccs5]ori ^hjch \^' as divided into I luce classes— the oLd^ 
tbH^ iniddLc-agcd and iKc yuung They had « ^Bying which cacKclas^ rc[>e4lcd jn turn. 
The *gcd said- 

"Wc hBvc bccri- tn dBys of old, 
Wise And gentle, brave *nd bold ' 

The m]ddlc-aged -^iid— 



"We, ]n lum your place supply; 

Who double H_ Let I hem come *nd try ' 

And I he boyssaid— 

"Hcreafler, 4t our counlry^ calL, 
We promise to 'iur|t4.'& you ill/ 

And so it will be WLlhyoLi—each in your order " 

Al Auburn every poss]blc lokcriof respect was pa]d lo the ^crienble "flalcsmaiL A 
commitlce con!i]^lLug of ex-Gov Seward, Judge Couklin, Judge MilLcr, Luman 
3hcrwaod,P H_ Perry _ S A_ Goodwin. Jamc^ C_ Wood and J L_ Doty, E^iqs , 
proceeded Co CBnand*iguB to meel Mr_ .Adain.^_ At hBLf pB^1 ncne o'eloct ]ri the even] rig, 
Mr_ Adam.^, accompanied by the commHtee, irnvcd in Auburn He was reectved by a 
toreh-ltghl pruce^'iion, composed of the A uE>urn G uard^. Ihe Firemen, jnd an immense 
concouise of cili/ens and conducted to I he min.'fionof Go^. Seward, where he thifi 
briefly addressed the people:— 

"Fcllow-citizeits:— NoEwLlhslanding tbte glow with wh]ch ihese brilliam torch-lights 

iMumiuBte my welcome among you, I can only acknowledge yourk]ndness on lh]s 
oc4.ision. by assuring you ihal to-monow morntng by the light of Ihe blessed !iun, [ 
hope to take everyone of you by the hand, and express feelings toostiong ror]mmed]ale 

Lilterancc." 
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On iKc fDlloiv]ng morncTi^ a[ "iix o'clock^ Mr Adarre vcsHcd the S[Jtf Pri!»n^ End 
made in any i riqu] rics cone c rn i n^ Ihc di'icipliric uf iKc pn^ii^n^ iruil if^sLKrc^*^ ]n the 
prcvcnliun of crime and rctormatjon oF t>ffcndcri_ Al 9 o'clott he mcl the cHiicns ]n Ihc 
FiPil Prc!ib>lcrLBn church- where he wbs addrc^sfd b> Go^_ Seward, at follows:— 

"SIR:~I am charged with iKc ver> KoTiorabFc and mo^l agreeable dul>, of expre^iSETig 
to you iKe reference and iffccthonate esteem of my te I low-c] tizenii^ BK±enibled in^our 
presence- 

"A change ht^ come over the ^pinl of your journey .since yourstcp^ hive turned 
tow ant your ance^tnl sci-'fide home An e incursion 1o Ln>]gorale hesllh impaired b> 
labors^ loo ardLJLitc> for age, in iKe puk>hc councils and expected to be quie1 and 
contemplitL^e. hi.'f become one of fatigue and eAcitement. Rumoni of your advBcice 
escape before >ou and a hsppy andgmeful community rise up in Iheircluslenng CLlie":^ 
townii^ Brid vtllige^, tmpede your way wilK demonstrations of respecl and kindnes^i and 
conven your unpretending journe> into b tnumphal progrc^ Such honors frequently 
aEtend public functionBncs andstizh ^none mBy somen me'f find 1 1 difficult lo determcne 
how much of Ihe homage b»c receiver i^ pBid 1o hi^ own worth, how much proceed-^ from 
the hBbilual reverence of good repub] lc an c i tizens to constituted elective authority, and 
how much from Ihe spirit of ^enaL aduLition. 

'You, sir libor under m^sLEh cmbarrissment The offcce you hold, [hough 
honorBble is purely Legists tL>e. and "fuch as we cin bestow b> our immediAte "lUffrBgeon 
one of ourselves You conferred personal berwf j f^ spari ngl y when you held Ihe palronage 
of the nation ThBt pilronage you have relinqut'fhed andcBn rtever regain Your haruls 
well be uplifted often, during your re mai m n^ da>'s, lo invoke blessing on your counlry. 
bu1 never again todi^ilnbule horntrs or re^ b rd among your counlry Eiten. The homage 
pBid you, dear sir, i^ sincere, for il has lis uiurccf in the j l£i t scntj ments and irrepre^istble 
af fee tEon.'f of a free peoptc, their lo>e of tni1h, Iheir Bd mini ton ot wf^niom, their 
revcmicc for vi due, and iheir gratitude for bertcficence. 
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"Nor need you fcjr [hit ciiThLFi]asm cjBgg^riTf': your lillc To [he [>ublic rrgBFd YoLir 
FcLla^-cili/cn^ ins[>LlcurpolilirBl prude rc^^ cauEd nol avoid Korionn^ you on giound^ 
aElogcthcr irnzspcLUvt ot pcr^oniiL mcrU John AdBrrw who hB^i gone to rccc]vc Ihc 
rcv^Brd of the jiisE, wi.'f one of the most crf]c lent and 1 1 1 id triou'f foundcni of tbii'f Einpjrc^ 
and ancn^'ircfc Us Ch]cf Ruler The son ot sucK a tBthcr would in in> o1hcr Bgc, Bnd 
even in thi'f Bgc^ in any other country 1bian lKis. have been critLtLed. by bidK alone, to a 
sceptre We not merely den> Kereditir> ctBim^ lo ci^]L trmt^ bul reganJ even heredilary 
d]stinc lion with jealous>. And I his (.ircumstince enhance'^ juslL> 1he cslimBte of your 
wodh. For when before h^i^ it happened iKBt ]nsLich a corid 1 1 ion of sue iet> the £±on has^ 
b> mere zt\nz ichhevemcnt^ itUined the eminence of "fuch a^^irr^ and effaeed 
remembrance of birlh by ju^lly icquired renown'^ 

"The h*nd we now so CBueriy grasp, was pressed tn confLdcnLe Bnd rrienctih][> by ihe 
Filherot our Country The v^realh we plice on > our honored brt^v^ received it^ earhesi 
leBvcs from iKe hind ot Washinglon. SVe cannot erpecl, wUh the a^ncy of free and 
un]versil suffrage, to be alwa>^ governed by the wjse and the good. Bul surely >Dur 
predecessors in the Chef Magis! racy v^cre men such a'f ne^er betonz succc^^i^ely 
wielded power in 4n> Slate The> differed tn policy as they miTil, iruil yet thn^u^hotil 
their several dynasties, withoul any "ficrLficc of personal i rHJepc ridence , arHJ while 
pBssiRg from immalure >ou1h to rjpened age. you were counsellor and m miller lo them 
all SVe ^ieem therefore, ]n thjs interview wilKyou. lo conte jnto tt»e presence of our 
departed ch]ef'f; the majestic shade oJ Washinglori looks dLiv^n upon us, we heir the bold 
and minly eloquence of Ehe elder .\dBms. ind we li'flen lo the vo]ces of the phjlo^uphic 
and s agac LoiE Jcf fcnion, the refined and riHHleiit Mjd]EDn, and the generous and fa]thrul 
Monroe 

"A hfe of sue h cmi ricnl patrioti'fm and fidelity found its proper rewinJ in your 
elevaE]on to the eminence fnjm wh]ch >du had ju.^lly dcnved ^lO mBriy ht^nors Althi^ugh 
your admmjstriUon oJ 1hc governmenC ]s yel too receni for impBrtjal history, or 
unbounded eulogy, our graleful remembrartceofit is evtnced by lhecongrBtulat]onsyou 
riow receive from >ourfetlow-cH]zens. 
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'But your claims to iKc vcncral]onof yourcouritrymcrido not end Kcrt_ Your 
prcdtcc^^urs dc^c FKbJ frDm the Ch]cf Magt^lrac> 1o enjoy _ in rcpo*iC and lFaiH|uill]E> 

Konopi cvcngrcBtcr thin 1hosc whjch belonged lo thBt cmincn! sti1ton_ Et \^'a*i rcservi^d 
foryoLi to iltu'flrBlc the ]mponBnt Irultb. thit offices and Irusis Bre nol the end of public 
^erv]ce_ but *re merety ]rKLdcrits m 1hc life of the 1rue Amencan cHi/en, IKbE duller 
rcniajn when the highest Irifit is resigned; and iKBt 1here is^copf for b [>ure Brid 
benevolent BmbiUon beyond even tbw Presidency of the Untied StBles of AmencB 

'You hi^e devoled Ibe energies of a mind unptrverled, 1he le*m]rig and erptrjencc 
acquired iKrougK more thanstxiy yeir?i, and e>eri tbc influence and fBme derived from 
your highcBreerof publtc Sien-bce, lo the grea1 cjuse of unLvei\il liberly The praises wc 
bestow are already echoed b^ck to us b> ^o]ces which come neb and full across the 
Allanlie, Kailmg >ou bs tbu: j ndef^l ig b b I e champion of hum4n]t>~no1 Ibc bunion] [> 
which embrBces 4 ^jngLe race orclimc^ bul thil huminjty which regiKl*^ Ibte whole 
family of MAN' Such salutations is 1hesc cannot be mistaken. They come no1 fium >oijr 
con[emporaries_ for tbey are gone— you *re not ot this gene ralion^ bul of Ebe PAST, 
spired lo hear 1 he >o]ce of POSTERETY. The grecUngs you receive come up from I he 
dark ind uncerta]n FUTURE. They are 1he whispennf^of postbumous FAME— Fame 
which inipBt]enlly awaits your de p artnre . ind which spread] ng wider andgiowing more 
and more dLstjm.1. will *ward to JOHW QUEWCV ADAMS a n*me lo hve wUh CbBt of 
WASHt^GTON'■ 

The ludjence expressed the]rsympalhy w]th lhis iddre'^s b> long and enthusiastic 
cheering Wben order was reslored, Mr Ad Bins rose, ev]denlly under greit jnd 

unBffectcd embiirassmcnt- 
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Hf rcf>Ficd lo the speech ]ri an idclrc?i^ of abouC hfllf br hour, durcng whccK the 
iMcnEJun or hi'f bucIicdcc wb^ riveted upon Ihcsficikcr. v^Jth intense i merest bficI 
affection. He de^-lared Ibu: c nibarri.'&meiil bte Jell in ^[icBkin^ He ^'\\^ ^ccbjbLc thil hu 
felloe -T] tJicen'f hid laid aside all padizBri reeling'f in coming up ti^ g^^l Kim. lie des]red 
tospeik whu ^ould not ^ound Ihe feelings of anyone, lie w as grileful . dee p I y gnteful. 
to Ihem ilL. But on v^hBt subject of public tntere^l could a pubhc mBR speaks lKal ^"ould 
find hirmoriy anxtng in inletligent, Ihinking people'^ There ^^-ere such subjec!*!. but he 
coutd nol speak of them. 

The people of Western Mev^ York hid al'A'a>s been em i nenti y j LE>t *nd geneiDus lo 
Kjm^ Brid had recenlly piuved thejr kindness on vinouh occBSJons. by iTi^itirig Kim 1o 
address the SiBte AgricuLlural Soc]ely on agricullure. Bui Kis L]fe hid been spenl lti 1hc 
cFosel. tn d]pLomBcy^oriri the cabinet and he had not leirned the pracUce^oreven the 
theiiry ot a^rtculliue .\fter v^hit he had seen of the harvesis ot Western New York, 
bupfling wilKfood for the sustenance of mi n. for htm to iddrcss 1he people of such a 
district on igjiculture^ would be as ibsuid b*^ 1he ^Bnil> of the rtieloric]an who went lo 
CBrthige to ]nstruc1 HBnnibal m 1he Brt of war. He had been solicited ti^ Bddres*^ the 
young. Tn his Ljfe 1ime he hid been in i ns tnictor of youlh , and^strBnge as fn^m h]s 
prcseni display they might lh]nk ht^ he had inslructed them in iKe art of eloquence And 
there wb"^ no more hnnnnble off]ce oneirth I Han inslructjng the young But the schools 
and seminaries had pissed hjm^ while he wis engaged ]nolher purs u lis; and for him now 
to 11 tempt lo instruct I he young of lh]sgencrjthon, would evince only the garnilousncss 
of age. 
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He hod bfcri invited tadc'^oup^c on inlcrnal [TnprD^cmcnt; but iKb[ was j "fubjccl Kc 
feared to louch On one poinK hn^^-ever, all men b Breed. All were ]n Ta^orot internal 
impnivcment- Bui there was 4 bBliRce between 1bic rcasonahLe MLnFiecs oF th]!i 
^enenUoTi and the burden it hid a right lo ^.^W upon po^tenly. and ever^ iiid]VEdu4l 
miy ht J lEi Lly cLBim 1t> bit>Ld hjs balBRce tor himself One th]n^_ however, he wj^i ^ure he 
miyht assiJJTic wjth ^itet>_ En looting over iKe St*1e of New York upon Us canals and 
rahlroacfc. wh]ch bioughl the borders of the Slate inio contigu]E>, and tt^ cfctizens in e^er>' 
pBrt jnto communbon wtlKeich other, he was sure lKat aLl rejoiced, md nii^h[ ^ell glory 
in wbiat had been accomt>L]sKed 

Mr A said he hid read and endcBvored lo [nforin h i n:[sel F (.oncernLng pnRori 
d]sctpline, a subject deeply jnteresttng to the peice, good older, and welfare of £±oc]ely, 
bul at1er hi*^ CTamiriatJon o^ the [)enLlenliar> here, he ^i*^ "filLsficd thi1 he wa'f yet a 
leirner, inMead ot beinj; Bble logi^e inslmctLon on 1hal impi^dant "lUbjecl 

He had been asked lo enL]st in the growing anny of temperance, ind d]scounteDn 
thai 4.111'fe so deeply cbtenshed by every well wisher of our country. And he wouLd 
cheeTfulL> ^peak, bul other and inorc devoted men had occupied the field, lud whit wba 
left foi hiin to 'fa> on lempcrancc'^ 
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[r pas.^]ng ihrough CflCholic Lower C an jcIb he ^jw j cofumn erected to the Viigin Mjr>'_ 
ingrilttLidc for her pramot]o n *>f Che tcmpcrinccrBLi^c If ]ridccLl 1hc ble?iKed V]r^in did 
lend her aid to iKal gjcal work^ ]t "AiauLd b I most ^'lji Kjm lo worship Bt hcr^hnne^ 
aHhough Kc btloriged Id that cIbss of people who rejected the ]nvDcationor^i]nb> 

He fcLl. therefore, th^t he hBd no subject on which to ^ddre^i^ iKcm^ bul him'^elf 4Tid 
hsown public lite The cxpcncrice of in old miii related by htm^elf, ^i-oiild, he Fcired, 
be rrHtre irksorrte 1han prof]t4ble. 

"WhBl^ theii^ am I tosa^^] am "summoned here tospe^k, arul lo reply to whal has 

been said to mc by my respecled friend, your late Chict MagiMrale And whit i^ 1 he 
tb»eme he hBii given me"^ It is myself. And whBt can I \^y ori^iuch a ^ubjccl'^ To know 
thai he eritertainii^ or thai youenlenain for me [he sentimental he has expre^fssl^ 
ahsolutelyoverpowepi mc [ cannot go on_ The only answer [ cbr mike, l^ 4 deelarjtcon 
thai during m> public serh'icc_ now protracted 1o neirly I he ige oF eighty, I hBve 
endei^ored to ^crve my country honcflly jnd FailhfuLJy How imperfec[]y [ hi>e done 
thfi, none seemsasenh]t>Le as myself I mw>l "flop. [ cin only repeal thanks, I hanks, 
thanks lo you, one ind all, ind implore Ihe bkes'fing'f of God upon you ind your 
children " 

At the conclu'iionof lh]s repl>, Mr. Adam'f was inlroduced 1o a large number of the 
Ladies arHJ gentlemen a'lSembled in Ihe church, tie then relurned [o the American Hotel, 
where he remained an hour, rece]V[ng 1he vis] ts of I he c] tizens of I Ke adjoining town'^. 

14=^ 
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Al 11 o'clock tht A uburn Gu B ret encoded Mr Adam^ and I Kc CDin mi I tec . folloi^cd by j 

large procc^iSLon. to iKccBr-hoicc AccompBmcLl by Gov_ Scwirt1_ Judge Miller. Eiun. 
Chnsto[Ther Morgan^ the committee^ A uburn G u b rcfc . and b number of the citLzen'f of 
Auburn^ he W4i± co ri^ c yed in an extra trai ri of c ars , in ah hour and five mimites^ Id 
S yr^c LEte 

At SyriLLfie^ 4t Ij tica^ Bt ALbBriy. the Mme spun! b FKOu'f ouEgu'f hing manifesto tEon.'f of 
rc^pe4.l and aftcctjori me1 hiin thil hid hitherto Btlended h]^ journey in every piTpuloii'f 

place Ihrough which b»e pitted. In Kis reply to the Bddresji of Mr_ Eirnard, 41 Albany, he 
conclutled in 1b»e tol Lowing words — 

"Lingenng as I Bmon the stage oF public life, and, mi^ niBriy of you m4> thETik 
lingering beyond the period \^'Ken nilure calls For repo^e—while ] rema]n tn the "ftBtiori 
which [ nnv^ occupy ]ri the Congress of the UnUed StBtc^, jf you, m> hearcpi, be an 
assembly, or if anyone among >oiJ as an individual, hBve iri> object or purpose lo 
promote or any end to secure thBt he beheve^ can in any WBy advance his ]nte rests or 
i™.rease hi'f hBpp]ncss_ theri_ in 1he n^meofGod. I Mi^k you i^x leiiii yoitr j^ilnoiii U? r?\e' 
(Treme ritlou.^ c been rig ] E hope thi^ is no1 ErespBs^ing too f*rori polt1tcs_ ILaughler, *nd 
checPi.^ ] unhesitatingly piomise you. one injil all. thBt if E CBn in iny W4> "icrve you m 
thai slalion, I will do it most checTfully; regjmljn^ il as the choicest bles^i ng of God, it E 
shilL thuh be cub bled to mBke some just return for I he kind altenl]ons which you have 
thi^i diy bestowed upon me " 

]n Kis n^ule hnmew*n:1. Mr_ .\d*ms wa^ rece]ved *ntl enlertBined in a very hBndsome 
manner b> the people of Pittsfield. Mbss_ He wi^ Bddrcssed by Hon. George ^" Briggs, 
who iltuded, in eloquenl tcTms, to hff lon^ and di^il i n^ui'ihed public services. 
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Mr Adams, in rtply spoke of ihc scenes BmcLkl ^hich he had passed hc^ rarf> youth, 
and of iKc bnfluencc ^h]ch I Key rxcrtird in fonrunf hE'f ch b racter arul shBping his 
purpose^- "]n 1775 " said hc_ "the minule men From 4 Kiiritlrcd lown*i in 1he province 
were minzhmg, Bt b momcrit^ w ami rig, to 1he ^icc ne of ope ni ng war_ Many of them 
called Bt ni> falher's houbc in Quiney. and rece]ved iKe hospilaL]ty of John Adams All 
were Lodged m iKe house ^^'hieh tbu: house woutd eont^in, olhers in the barcb. and 
wherever I Key could find b f>Lice_ TKcrc were Iheri m m> father's kuchen jomx^ doz^n o* 
iwo of p^nvl^r jj^t^tnj. and ] well recollee t giving into 1b»e k]tehen and see i ng so me of 1he 
men engaged in tu^i^fii/; fhosx^ si?^NMii a^^I^x bAiit6:\sfor ihe itse t?J rJ?f JHX^xfXJ^ Do you 
wonder ' ^4]d he, "thai a boy of "^even^eirs of age, who wilnes'fed thi'f sc e rie, should be 
a patriol^" 

[r the Fatl of I Ke same year Mr. Adams received an ]nvilat]on from tKeCtneinniti 
.\£>tionomic al Society, lo vjsil thai city, Brid ashJM in tbte eeremon> of la>jng the corner 
Elo ric of 1 ri o bse rv ator> , to be erected on an eminence CBlled Mount [da The invttalion 
wj'f accepted. On hi'f journey lo Cinc]nnal], iKesame demi^nstrBtion'^ of rcspc<.l the 
sanie CBgemc^ lo Konor the Bged patriBn.h were maniFe^ted in iKe vanokb chtteh Bnd 
toi^n.'f lh rough wh]ch he pa^tsed, a^ion h]s summer lour 
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TKcccrcmon> of lj>']ng ihc comer Ktonc toot phcc on the 9th of November. 1843 
Mr Adams del L^ e red jr address on Ihe occasion^ replete -wi^h eloquence, wisdom^ 
ph]LDSopti^^ and religion The follow i rig beaulLful extract ^ilL afford 4 ispecimeri — 

'The V jnoiE> d I fflc Ljll , ind in mBny resperls _ opfKJSJ tc mot]vcs wh]ch h*ve tmpellcd 
mankbTid 1o the sludy of Ihc st4T\^ hBve hid b singuLBreftcLt inroTnplLcat]n^ and 
confouEidi ng iKe recommend Btiorio^ the science. RelLg]on. Ldolalr>'.supeFstitboii, 
cunc4>Ety. ihe Ihirsi for knowledge the pB'^sion for penclral]n^ Ihe secrets of nalure^ ihc 
warfare of the hunl^niBn by ntghl and by day a^ainM the beasi of the forest and of Ihe 
field. Ihe Eneditatkonsof I he sbiepbterd ]n the (.ustody Brid wanderings of hi^ flocks^ Ihc 
influcRce ot the revolving seasons of the >ear, Bnd the successive g arm! urc of I Kc 
firmariienl upon the laboPiof 1he husbandmBn. upon the seed Ume and 1he hirvest^ the 
bloomtng of flowers the ripen] rig of the vinlB^e^ the pi^lBr pilot of 1he navj^alor. and iKe 
mysterioLiK magnel oflKc minner~all. m hBrmomous action slimulate the child of earth 
andofhcBven lo interro^ale the da/zlirig splendors of Ihe sky. to reveal lo h]m iKe [bws 
of the] r own eristcnce. 

"He hBS bis own comforts, hjs own happiness, bit^ own existence, identifced with 
theirs. He sees the C]~ealor inc]~eal]on, and calls upon creation todecla]~e the glory of the 
C]~ealor When P>lKagora^, the phi loso p Ker of 1 he G rec] an "^hools conceived thai more 
than earthly idea of 'the mu'fic of I Ke sp hereof '--'A' hen ihegrcBt drBmalist of nature coukJ 
inspire the hpsofhis Joveron the moonijght g]~ccn with the beloved of his soul. Id say to 
Ken- 



'S]l. Jessica.— Look how ihe fToorof Heaven 
Is lhick ]nla]d w]th pBtlensof brkghl gold' 
There's riot Ihe smallesi orb which thou beholdest. 
But in h]s motion like an angel "ffcngs, 
2l]LI choinng lo the >oijng cyedchcrubimV 

"Oh, who IS Ihe one wilh a hcBrl but almost wishes to cast oft thi'f muddy >cslLire of 
dcca>, to be admilted to the joy of tislening to ihe celeslial hannon>'' 



CHAPTER XV 



MR ADAMS" LAST APPE-^RAWCEIN PLTBLtC AT EOSTON--HIS HEALTH- 
LECTURES ON HES JOURWEV TO WASHINGTON- REMOTE CAUSE OF HIS 
DEC EASE- STRUCK WITH PARALYSIS-LEAVES QUINCY FOR WASHEWGTON 
FOR THE LAST TIME-HES FINAL SICKWESS EN THE HOUSE OF 
RE PRESENT ATI VES--HES DEATH- THE FUWERAL AT WASHEWGTON- 
REMOVALOFTHEBODY TO QUENCY-ITS ENTERMENT. 

ThiT li.'fl time Mr ALlBRiii a[>pcir«J in pub I hc fcn Bo'iton he presided at a nicel i ng of 1 he 

LLliicn.'^ oflhal LLly. in Fancuil Hill. "A man hid been kidriappcd in Bchi ton— kid napped 
at Tioon-day. 'on the high road bdv^cen FiticuiI HilL Bndutd Quincy ' iTid carried off to 
be a ^lave' New England hancis hid ^ci£cd their brDlKer^ "^td Kim ]rito bondigc forocr. 
and hi'f ehj Idrc ri aflcr biini. A incelin^ wb^ called to laLk Ibte in b tier over in i pli]ri ^ay. 
and Look ]nane Briother*^ Facc^i. Who ^i.'f r]t to preside in ^uzh aci^c'^ Thit old man sal 
in [he chair m FancuiL HilL Above hm was [he iin age of h]s f al her ind hsown; aiound 
hjm were Hincoct and Ihc other Adims and W B'ih] ngton, grealeiit of all Before htm 
were the men and women of Boston, mel to con^]der1he wrong"^ done lo a m]^erible 
negro *iLi>e The roof of the aLd Cradle of Liberty i^panned over I hem iJL. 
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Fody ycap: brforc^ i yound man incl a Senator^ tic liBd [Bkcn ihc chjir Jt j mccTLng 
called tocoii'iulTon I he w rtj rig Jj nc lo American scimcn, violtnlly ]mf>rcs*i«l by iKc 
BrjtJ*ih Frum in American ship of wir— the Linluck> ChesBpcike Now jnold man, 
chjiKed w]lh hfllf b century ofhononi. he "^Ms in iKcsame H^IL, to pre'fide over b Entettng 
to consider the oulrage done Eo b Mngte !ili>c One VtB^ 1hc f]rst meet] rig of c] tizens he 
ever pre^]dcd over, the other wii± iKe last, both for I he same object— Ihc defence of the 
elemal right '"^ 

Few men relacn the health Bnd vcgor wcth ^^'hich Mr Adams ^i-as blessed in estrtme 
old *ge When mo^l othe^i Bre decrepit Bnd heLp]es*i_ b»e was in tb»e enjoymen! of 
merid]an "flrength Bnd energy, both ot bod> and mind, and could endure LBborn which 
woutd prtjslrale many in Ihe prime ot manhood An bnstaRce of his powers of endurance 
IS furnL'fhed jn hi'f jo urriey lo Washington to 41 tend the openmg of Congre^i'f , when in the 
741 h yearofhi^i age. On MondBy morning he left Bo'flon, and I he same even]ng 
delivered b Lee lure before the Young Men's Institute, in Hertford, Conn The nexl day he 
pnjceedcd to New HBven, ind in ihe e>emng Lcclured before a MmiLBr [reitiluCc in Ihal 
CLiy SVedjicsdBy he puisued hjsjounie> to New Yort, and in the evening Jecturcd befom 
tb»e New York Lyceum, ]ri Ihe Broadway TabemBcle 



Thcodoie Filler 
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TKu fth] B y tvc m ng he dchvcrrd an addrci^ brforc in ajwocutcon ]nBrookF>ii and on 
Friday c^ c m n^ dcJ l^ c red 4 second Lecture bttore iKc h"cw York Lyceum Here wcrt 
labors which ^ouIlI scriousL> 1as Ibw corwtHution of vigorDus youlh, ind yet Mr Adams 
pcrfurmcd them v^]th in uc h com p ar ith^ c cisc 

Hi'f great lan^vity^ 4Tid hsgcnerBl good hcBFlK. meet be aEtrcbulcd^ in no ^maM 
dcgrtc to hi^i Bbsltmiou'i bfkJ tcmpcrilc hibiti, carl> rising, Bnd acUvc CTtrcist. Ht look 
pJcBsurc Ln BthlclJt. BmLficmcnls. and was cxcccdi ngl y fond of w al k i ng. During Kjs 
^umincr re^iidcncc in Quincy he hi^ been hnowri to walk to h]^ ^on's residence iriEoslori 
f^cvcn milc^,l before breakfast. "White Prcsidcnl of iKc Unilcd StJlK>, he w*.^ probBbly 
tbve Jjcst mBR up in WB^hington, lighled hfc'f owriffcre. and was tiaid Bt work lji hjs librBr^', 
^hiJc "fLecp ye1 htid tn ] L± obh v iDusnntS the great ma'Zi (>f hi'^ fe I low-ci tizcns " He was an 
CTf>cr1 swimmtr, Bnd wbs in ihccon^lant KBtm of b^lhing, whenever c i rcijjn.^1 anccs 
would permit Not untrequcntJy the Fust beams of I he ri^i ng 'iun, bs thc> JeLI upon the 
beaul]fu[ Polo mac, would fend Mr Adams buffeting iff wavc^ wilK all I he sport j vcrH^'a 
anddexlerity of boyhood, while 4 ^iin^le atlend^m watched upon Ihe shore When in lhe 
Pre'^jdenc>. hesomeUme^ made a journey fiDm Washinglon to Quincy on horseback, a'f 
a simple c]|]zen, accompanied onL> b> aserv^m 
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Mar^ Than four'^orc y^Mn hod spnnkFcd thc]r firsts u[K>n hcf biow. and '^iiU he was 
in Ihc miLkl oF biis iCicfuETic^i'f. Pn>mplly at his post ]ri the HiJL ot Re pr^s^ nl b tivcs stucxJ 

the >ctcrBn^cntjricL filching vigil anil y over the ] n[c res ts of hi'f counlry With in eye 
UTid]mmcd by a^ a quick c^t. a ready h^nd, an intellect utij mpai red^ he gu aided 1he 
Lkladel of I]bcr1> ever on the alerl lo detect^ and mtghly to repeL, 1he approach of 1 he foe 
however covert or however open hi'f Btlacks fieverdid iKe Union, never did freedom. 
the world, more need his*iervLccs thBR fkjw- A LBr^e lerriTor^,or^urncierit exTenI to fonn 
■several Slales. had been t>L]ghted by slaver> and iimeiied lo the Untied Sales A 
sirigLiiniry and expensive ^ « r. growi rig o u t of this stre rigtheni rig of the slave power, hid 
jic>t lerminated, adding lo the Uncon "iiiti larger lerrttorLe^i—now free soiF indeed, but 
turni!ihing j Field for renewed baltlc^ between slavery and t]ber1y Mew nzvo I uI]oeis were 
BboLit to breBlz forth ]n Euiupe to corivul^e ihe EBSIem Hemisphere, Brid du'fe old 
thrones to totler ^nd falM 

How momcnIOLis the era[ How deeply fraught with the prospcnly of Ihe American 
Republic— with the pn^gress ot man— Ihe frccJ^jm of n* tion^i— the h4pp]ncssof 
"succeed] ng gene ralionh? How could he who forycais hid prominenll> and nobl> slood 
forth, 4S The leader of the hoMs con tend] ng for the righls Bm1 the liberties of humanity, be 
"f pi red from h]s pos1 a1 such a junclure"^ Who coutd pnl on hi'i armor^— who v^]eld Kis 
we B po ns '*— who "leid b foriorri hope," ormouni i deadly breach m bBtlle^ whtch mighl 
>ct be v^aged between the iions of freedom ind the propagalora of slavery '^ 
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Eu! chc fo^s "ft Bs to be cxpcncnccd A iv]sc and ^ood Fiovidcncc had sooidcrcd The 
sind*^ ot hj^ liFc hid ruriDut. A votcc FrDin on Ki^bi called hkin aw By from canh'sfitormy 
^ilru^lf'f^ lo bnghl and ptac^cful s^cncf ]ri the ^pjnl lind. He cuuLd no longer larry 
Death found iKc ri]thrijl vclcran Bt his po'fl. VrWh h]s Karnt'isun Mow ippkcablc ihc 
wor<t> of ScoCK on I he dtpirtuFC ot P]EI — 

"Hid^il thou but lL>i^d. thouj^h "ilnpp'd of power, 

A walchman on the lonely tower. 

Thy Ihnlling Irump had loused the land, 

When frind or danger were it hind, 

B> lhec as by the beicon- light. 

Our piloff hid kept cour?ic aright, 

.^home proud column though alone, 

Thy strcnglh had pn^pp'd the tt>tleririg throne. 

Now IS the ^tHely column broke. 

The beacon-lighl is quenched in smoke. 

The IrLimpel's silver ^iound i'f st]Ll. 

The warder "filenl on Che hill] 

O Ihjnk how to hi'f latesl day, 

When del th, jus! hovering, claimed hE^ prey, 

Wilh Pihnure's unaltered mood. 

Firm al his dange ro us po'fl he stood; 

Bach call forneedfuF rest repel I'd, 

Wilh d>jn^ hand lhe rudder held 

Till, in his fall, wilh Taleful swiy, 

Thesteerige of lhe realm gave wa>_' 

It hi.'f been supposed by some ihal the renntlecBuse of Mr Ad b ms's deal h wbs a 
hevcFC jnjury he received b> a fiU ]n lhe Houhe ot Rep re^ienl alives>, in June, LS40. 
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The iccidcnl ]b thuF^dc^tcnbcd by in eye wetness:— 

']1 hid been 4 very warm dBy_ and thedcbBtcs hfld padaken of eTtrBortliniry 
eicitcmcnt, when a few moments betorc sunset, 1bh: Hati^e idjatjrned. End Eno^t of the 
membepi had sought reJteF Trom j n o p p rcs"^] ve Btmus[>here. tn the Brbors and reccs*ie!i of 
tbte BdjotTiing CoTigress]onal gaiden^i. 

"At 1hal time ] held b ^Libord]naleelerkshfcp ]n ihe House whfceh LtsuBUy confined mc, 
tbH^ lai^er portion oF the day not devoted todebBte. to one of the comm]tlee TDom^i; 
whilst Ihe balance oF the day I i>ccijf>ied as a reporter. 

"Mr Adams v^bs aLwa];s the first man in the HoiCte, Bnd the la'fl manoul of it. Bnd. as 
I u^ubIIv detBined myself an hour or more afler jdjournmenl. lu writing up my notes, [ 
often came ineonlact ^'\\h Kim_ He was pleased lo cilt Bt my desk very oflen, before he 
went hoEne, and indul^ ]nsome incidental, unimport^m eonver^Btion On the day 
rcrernzd to, just i.'f 1 he sun v^bs selling, ind wi^ ihnnwing his LB'il ra>'s Ihrough the murl:> 
HbLJ ] looked up, Bnd sav^ Mr. Adam'f ippn^aching He had BLmo'fl reached m> desk, and 
hBd uplifted his hand in Friendly salutalion, when he p]tehed headlong, soEne "iix or eight 
feel, and struck his he^d a^ ain^1 the shBrp comer ot an iron rail th b t defend^ one of the 
entrance aisles leading to lhee]rcle \^']th]n the bar, inflicting a heavy contu.'f io n o n hu± 
Forehead and renjilermg h]m tnsen.'fible. ] inst4ntl> leaped fiom m> !ieat tix>k Ihe 
pro'ilrate sufFerer jn my irms and found IhBt he wi.'f ]n a "flBte of uller stupor and 
insensibility Looking around for 4]d, I had the good fortune to find 1hal Col. Jame^ 
Munroe, of the New York delegal]on, h^d jkc>t returned to hi^ de^ik to piocure a pBper he 
had forgotten, when, giving ihe alann, he flev^ I0 the rescue manifesting the deepcfl 
solic]tudc for the welfare oF the venerBble ^lalesman FoLlansbee, the doorkeeper, wjth 
two or more of h]s pa^e^, came ]n nex1. Bnd afler we had Bpplicd a plentiful supply oF 
cold waler to the "lUfferer. he returned to eon.'^]Okc>nesfi, and requested I hat he mighl be 
taken to hi'f re^]dcncc 
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In Ics^ I Kan five miTiul^s^ Mr Miw>K> H GnnnclL Mr_ Gcoigc H_ Fiofit, Mr Ogdcn 

HoffmjR- and Col Christopher SV lJ Li ams, of TcnrKS*iC4: were CBlled in. acarriBgt was 
procured^ and Mr. .^dirrui wi.'f being conveyed lo his residence in Pre'fidcnt Squire^ 
wttFii^ ][ beinj; B'^ccrtBined thai tiis stiuu Ider w i.'f di^loc itcd^ IhccarFEagc wassto[>|)^ jt 
the doorof Ihc pnvate hate] of CaL_ Munroe. in Fe rirui> I v ani a Avenue between Eleventh 
and Twelfth strrebf^ the "fuffenng^ bul no t eo mp 1 4] ning "ilBte^mBR. v^bs tikerioLit^ and 
suigical aid ireitaTilly pul in reqij]^] E]d ri Doctor SewiJL wasseni for. when it was 
a^ce^1aLT1ed thBt I he left ^houlder-jo]nt wasoul oF the socket jnd, though Mr ^d^ms 
muM have sijJJcred j rite n.'iel y ^ he compLBined not— did not ulter a groin or a murxnur. 

"More than in Ko ur el apsed before Ihe distocated limb could be idjiE>ted, and to 
effect which his aTm endured^ in i cone e m rated jfilI continued wrench or pull many 
minutes at b tjme, 1he united ^Irength ot Me^isn. Gnnncll, Munroe, ProfH, and Hoftman 
SIiLJ Mr \dims uttered no! a munrnir- though the great drop^ of swe*1 thBt rolled down 
hj^ furrowed cheeks^ or stood upon his bTDW^ lold bul too well iKe physical Bgoriy Ke 
endured. As soon a^ Kis arm wi.'f AdjkE>ted he in'fi^ledon being CBrncd home. Bnd his 
wishes were complied with. 

"The next nHtming [ Vr^s at thecapilol it i very early hour, attending to some 
wriUng. ] thought of and lamenled Ihe accident iKal had befaMen Mr .^darns^ ind had 
already commenced writing an iccount ot il to b correspondenl At Ihat ]rbtanl I 
wilhdrew my eyes fram 1he paper on whtcK E was wnl]ng. *nd siw Mr .\d aFns s Und] ng 
a foot or two from me, carefully eTam]ning lKecBrpel]ng 'Scr.'satd Ke^ '] am look]ng for 
thai plice in the mailing Ihat lasE n]gKt I ripped me If ]t be not fi.'f lened dow n. tl may kill 
some one.' And Lhen he continued hisbcanzh for Ihe Inck-stnng malting." 

Mr. Adams after this accident did not enjoy a'f sound heilch bs in pre^jouh yean^^ >et 
wa'f more acli^e and vigorou'f than iKe mijurUy oflho^e who ittBin lo his age But on the 
20th of November. IS46^ he experienced the FiPil blow oF the Falal disease which 
evenluatly terminated h]s exk'flence. 
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On iKc morning of Ehjt di> whil^ '»joijni]rig al [hr residence of h]E fion^ ]n Boston^ 

preparing to dcpBrt for WasKinglon Ke was v^alting ou! wi[h a friend lo vim! a new 
M^ical College^ and ^a^ ^UiEk wliK paralysis by Ihc v^ay Thi*^ af fl]L I ion coTif] ned h]m 
■several wcckh_ when he oblaincd sufFic]cnl strenglK to proceed to Wi.'fhiiiglun^ *nd enter 
upon hjs duties in 1he Hou-^e oF Rtpre^entalive^_ He > jewed Eh]!i atlaclz a*i Che touch of 
dealK An jntcrregnumofncariy Four month.'f occ ufs in hi^ juurnaJ The nert entr> ]s 
under the hcid oF "Po^lKumous Memoir " After desc rib] n^ hi^ receni Mcknes^, he 
conii riLies> — " From that hour] dale my decei.'fe andron'iider mysflf. for e^ery tbeful 
pnrpo'fe, to m>'f If and fe I low-cre al ures^ deid , ind hence 1 call this^ ind whaL J m^y 
he rentier wnle, m po'ilhAiTT\f?its m^nmr " 

AlthoLigK he was afler ihi^. regular in his altendance at 1he Hou^e of Repre'^enlalive'f^ 
ye I he dtd no1 mingle a-^ Freely m deb ale a^i fonncrly_ He pa-^^ed the fol Low] ny summer, 
ail USUI], 41 hb'f sell m QLJLnc>. [n November, Ke hefl hjs nalive town For Washington, lo 
return no more in life? 

On Sunday, iKe 20lh oF February, ] !^U, he appeared jn uniEiuaL hcaLlh In lKe 
forenoon he atlended public worship 41 Ihe c4p]to]. ind ]n the arierixK^n al Si John's 
church. At n]ne o'clock in Ihe evening he retired wilh his wjfe lo his library . where she 
read to him a sermon of H]shop Wilberforce. on Time— " hoveri ng_ as he wi^, on the 
verge of eternil>[' This was the la'ft ni^ ht he passed beneath h]sown rDof_ 
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Monday^ the 21^1^ he losc it hcf usual very CBzty hour and engaged m hi^ 
ace LiKlo mcd occ upal ions wjlh h]s pen A n ^ x1 rat^idi n ar>' ilacnly pcrvidcd his 
movements, and I Kc cheerful htcp -wi^h v^hjch he asc Landed the stcp^oflhr ca[>LluL "A^as 
remarked by hi'i atlcndanls. He occupied i portioii of the forenoon iricomposhng b ftw 

!ilanzBE ot poctr> at the request of a Triend^ iTid had signed h]s name tw]ce for meTnbers 
^hu desired lo obta]ri biis lulo^raph. 

Mr Chiiie had tntrudiKed a re^iolulcon of thanks lo General"^ T^i'iggs, Worth, 
QuLlman, Pillow, ShielA- Peinze, Cidwalader and SmnK_ fc^^ lKeLrserv]ce'^ ]n the 
Mexican -w^t and iwird]n^ them gold medilh Mr. .Adim^ ^i.'f jr hi'f seBt, Brid voEed on 
the t^o quesUon'f preliTninir> taoidenn^ i ts engioss meni wjth Bn uncommonly 
emphalie tone of vo]cc. Aboul half past one o'clock, P M., as the Speaker hBd ri'fen to 
pu! *nolKerque^lion lo the Hoide, 1he piT>ceedi ng.'f were suddenly inteirupled by cries of 
"Slop^— "^lap'— Mr AdBrusV There wbs a quick movement towartfc the churofMr 
.\dainE, by two or iKree member?;, and in a moment he w as su rrou rided by i lirge 
number of Re present Btivcs_eigerL> ]nquLrjng— "Whal\ the mil te r^'— " H ai he fiinled^— 
"Is he dead''" JOHW QUENCY ADAMS, while tailhful al Kis post, Bnd ippBrenlly ibout 
to rise to Bddres*^ 1bte 5 pecker, hid "lUnk into i stale of uncon.'^]ausne'^'f' hJe hid been 
si ruck 4 sccc^nd t]mc wUh paralysis The scene was one of inlense excilement Pallor, 
annety, Bl*rm_ we re de p icled on every counlen*nce_ "Take h]mou[ "— "Enn^ water."— 
excl aimed seven L voices 



334 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Hc Kfld E>tcri prevented from falling to the floor by j membrrfromOKio, whojicsejt was 
RC ar h]!i— M r_ Fisher— who rc(.c]ved him in hi*i arjn.^_ Immediately Mr GnnnclL one of 
Kj^ 4.olJeague^ From M as^ic huse t1s wi.'f b> h]s^jde^ keeping otF a prc^'f of amiiaus 
fncncis, *nd bathing Kis fice wuh iced witcn 

"He was immcdLBtcly L]ftci:l tnlo the arei in fiDnt of ihc Clerk's title. The Speaker 
instiiilt> "fuggesled iKat "^omc ^enlleman move an iLljournmeTiK which betng promptly 
done. Ihe Hou^ie adjoumeLl. A sofi wi^ broughl. and Mr Adams, tn as[*te of perfect 
heLplesiincss, iKoiigh not of enttre LiL^eiL^Lb]lity, wasgenlly latd upon ]t. The sofa was 
tbten 1aken up and borne onl of iKe HaLI inlo the Rolunda^ where il wi.'f "^el dLiv^n and the 
membePi ot both Houses and stra ngeis^ who were tan! crowding around, were wi1h 
sitme diff]cuLly repres'fed and an open space ckared ]n Us immcdiHe vicEn]ty; but a 
medical genllcjnan^ i membLToF the Eiouse (whiY was prompl. active^ ind self- 
po^isesscd Ihnjughou! the v^hoJe punfuL sceiiej advi^rfd 1ha4 he be removed to iKedoor 
of the Rolunda opening on the east podico, where a fresh w]nd was blowing Th]s was 
done, bul the air being cKilly and loaded with vapor 1 he sofa was^ i1 Ihe suggesUon of 
Mr. W]nEhrop onte more laken up and removed to 1he Speiker'^ ipartmcnt, the doopi of 
which were fori hw i th closed to all but protes'iionaL gentlemen and parUcular fnendh " 
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The fcaCurcs of ttit d>]ng palrunzK were ilmo^it j^ ngcd b^ Though in death buE Thtrr 
wa^ 4 !icrcnity in hiscounlcnancc which betokened an BbserKC ot pain. There were five 
ph> ^i(. L B n."^ . mcmbera of the E-[t>Li*iC, present, \i7:.:--Dw\. NtwcL], Fne^, Edwards. Jones of 
Georg]a^ and Lord. Thc^tC gentlemen were unreimlting ]n their Btlention^. Dfs Liridsley 
and Thomis^ of the Lb1y_ were bIso iniTTiedL b te] y CBlled in. Under the Bdvice of I he 
medical gentlemen pre^teTil. he wi.'f cupped^ ind mifilard pi a'f te fs we re ipphed. wh]ch 
Eeemed to *fford some reltef Re^]ving 4 Litlle Bnd recovering consc lou^ne^is, Mr AdBms 
inqijircd For hi^ wife She wis pre-^ent, bul m eiitrcme ilEne-^^, ind suffering Ihe miv>t 
pojgnani sorrow. Afler « few moinenis' inlen'al he relip^ed a^ain inlo unconsc Lou'f ne^ffi. 
A correspondenC of the New York Erpre^ dei»onbet a^ follows the progress of 1 hei»* 
nielBncholy events.— 

"flaif jHJji on^ o'cf^Kk.--\}r. Benlon corrnnunicaled lo the SenBle the notice of the 
sudden illnes^ofMr AdBnis. and jno>cd an Bdjoummcut oflhal body 

"Qixatierto tv\^ —Mr. Adam^i hiK "federal phy^jcians with him^ bul exhibiL*^ no ^Lgn^i 
of rel Lirni ng eonsc iou'f nc^ The repoFl is thBt he is sinking. 

"Twoo'<.toct. —Mr. Gidd]n^ infonrL'f me thBt he shows E]gnR of hfe. He hBS just now 
altempled lo speaks bul cannol arUenlale « woid. U nder med le b I Bdviee he hBS '>ubm]tled 

to leech] ng 

"flatf jxi^ii Two —Mis .Adam.'f Bnd his niece and nephew Bre wuh him and Mr A. [s 
no woise. The reports, however, ire quite contr*d]clory. and m any . despai r of ht^ 
rccoveiy. 
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"Th^ee o'cfx7ck.--^on^ bul the ph>sicijns and the family irc [>r«»tnl_ and I he rrporls 
again bccDinc more and more d[>LiE>Efijl The phy^]C]ansMy I hat Mf. Adam'f msy nut li^c 
more I Kan an hour, or Kc miy live two or iKrct dBys_ 

"Hi^ right stde IS wholly pBra[>^ed^ ^nd tht Icfl not under conlroK Iherc bemg 
conCiriually tnvoluntiTy motions of the miEckes. EvcrylKmg wbiich medtcai aid can do 
Kb!i bctn L^ne For biis relief Briefly, ju^i! now b> clo^it BEIcnE]ori_ he seemed jnjL]Okfi> to 
'think the oft]cers ot lbh: Huum: ' Then. agi]n, he wa^ hcBrtl to ^i>— 'TVarj i"^ ih^t iasT o/ 
ffiirlh^ I AM CONTENT'" The^e were Ihe IbM ^^-ords which felt from the [ip^ of. "the old 
man eloquent ' as hi'f spirjt plumed its [>fcniorL'f 1o ^obt to o1 her worlds " 

Mr Adams iBy m the S[>e4keF's n>um, ]n a "flate oF apparent nncon.'^c bousncs?^. 
through Ihc 22d and 23d —Congres'f, ]n [he meBritinie, is'iembling ]n re'ipectfui !i]LerKe, 
and immediBtely idjournmg tromday today. The struggles of eonlendi rig parlies 
cet^ed— tt»e ^Infe for inlerest place, power, \^'as hushed to repose. S]lence reigned 
through the hail^ of the (.ipjtol.^ave 1he cautjous IreBd and whimpered ]nqufcr> ot anxkou^ 
qucMionePi The Jioul of j sage, j palnot, b Christ] an, i"^ preparing todepBrt trom the 
wurid^~no "^onnd j^ heanJ 1o ruffle il^ "fweet serenity'— j cjlmn«ts and peBce, filttng the 
momenlou^ occasion, prevail aiuund' 
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The elf mc ritft of 1 1 fc BnddrjIhconTinunH their unccrtj]n balance, until "vv c ri o'cloc k^ 
on the cvcn]n£onKc 23d, Vrhcn the 'ip]rLlof JOHW gUENCY \D \MS bade adieu to 
can h forever, and winged ]ts fhght to God. 

"Gi^c Torth lhy chime, ihou solemn bell. 
Thou ^rave unfold Ihy marble cell, 

O eBrth' recejve upon 1hy brei.^1. 
The weirj tri>cller to hj"^ res1 

"O God 5 exiend th> arms of love, 
A spirit seekcth 1hee above' 

Ye heav'nly palaces URcto^e 
Rece]ve iKe \i'ear> to repo^ie." 

The lidmg^of Mr .^dams'deBth fle^^' on electric af wtng^ lo ever> portion of the 
Union. A stBtL^^miri a phil^mhropisl, a father ot the Rcpublhc, had t alien A nahon 
Keanl, and were dt^iso I ved ]n Icais^ 

[r the Kjstory of A menc in slatc^mcn. none lived a hfe "» long in ihe pubhc service- 
none had Irusis -^o numeroiTi confided tii 1 heir c are— none died « dealK'io glorious 
Eenealh the dome of I he na1ion\cBpilol, in Ihe mid'fl of the field of hi'f higKesI 
useful nes>. where he had won Tadele'^ iBurcE'f of renown, equipped \^'ith the Brmor in 
which he hid fought so min> bBtllcf Ton ruth Bnd freedom, bte tell beneath tKeshafl of 
the k]ngof lerron^ And how bright, how enviable the reputation he tefl behind' 

13 
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.^ a TTian^ purr, upnght. btncvolcnl. fcI igiou'^ — h]!i hand UFVitJ]nFd by b drop of hum j r 

bloody unchaigcd. unsu'f peeled of cnmr of pr^mcdilBtcd ^ron^^ ot an immoFal act^ of Bn 
LuicKastc ^ord— AS a^tatcsman^ lofly Brid patnotic in iLJ hi'i punHV>cs^ devoted to iKc 
interests of iKc [ifoplc^ "fic redly CTcrcising ill powtrcritnistcd to hi^ kccptng for the 
good ot the public aloTic. unmiTidtijI ofpcn^nil iii1ercs1 ind Bf^raTid]:^CTncnt m 
cnlhusLJ^lic lover of liberty, a f4]thrul. fc*rlc^ defender of the nghl^ ot man' The sun of 
bs life in ]Lf lengthened couise iKrerngK the polilicBl heBvens. wbe unobscured by aspol 
UTidjmmed b> a cloud, and when al the chose ot the long day, ]E "iirik beneath Ihe 
horj/on, the wbiole finn^ment glov^ed v^]th ihe brill]anc> of lis reflected glories? Ruleni, 
slatesTTien, legist atois! study lud emuLBte "fuch a hfe—^eek afler i char^cCcrso beloved, a 
dcalh "^o honorable, a tBme ^^o immortal. Like Kim— 

^So live. th4l \^'hen lh> summon.^ comes lo join 
The ]rimimeriblc carBvan, thai moves 
To the paLe re b I ms of shade , where eBch shall lake 
H fc'f e hamber ] n [he E]Lent hills of deBth, 
Thou go not, like the quBrry-slave al mghl, 
Scourged to hjs d urigeon, bul , skCi ti] ned, and soolhcd 
B> Bn Linfaltenng tni'fl approach thy grivc. 
Like one who wraps the drapery of hs couch 
About hm, Bnd lie^ down to pleasani dreams." 

On lhed4> succeeding Mr AdBms'dcaEh, when the two Houhes of Congrc^ met, the 
full altendanceofmembeis, ind b crowds iud]tor>, attested the deep desire felt b> aki 
to wilnes'f lhe pn>ceedirigs which would tike piBce in relalion lo the deithofonc who 
had tong occupied so high « place in the couRctlsot the Rej>ubtic. 
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.^soon as Che Houst of Rcf>rc^itntal]vcs ^i-as called Co order, I he Speaker, ^chc Hon_ 
Robert C_ Winlhrop of MBS^ichiisctls ) rtjsc ind in 4 FeeJing mBnncr Bddrci-^cd the 
Hottc Mn follows — 

[t hi.'f been thoughl FlI thil Ihe Chair should announce officially lo the Holec, iricvenl 
already kno^n to iKe menibeFs individually, and ^hich hi.'f filled ill our heads wilh 
sidTiesK. A h«it on lbs floor has been ^acaled, lo^ird ^hiebi all eyes have been 
accu.'flomed lo turn with nocominoii inleresL A ^oice has been hu.'fhed forever in this 
Hall, 1a ^hjch ill eais ha^e been won! to hsten wtiK profound reverence A venerable 
Form has Tided Tn^m our sight, around v^hich we hive duty clustered wilK an 
affectionate regard. A ninie hi.'f been stricken tTDin the rolL of the I iv i ng s titesmcu of our 
land, which has been a^'^ociHed, for more ihan half a cenlur> with iKe htghesi civil 
service, and Ihe toftie^l ctvil renown 

■On Monday, Ihc lis! instant, JOHN QUI^CY ADAM5 sunk in htsseat, in 
prcftencc of ie all, by i sudden illncMi. from which he never recovered, and he died, in 
the Sf>eiker's roi^m, at i quarter past so en o'clock last evening, wUh Che officers of the 
HoLCie ind the dekgalion of his own M ass ac huhel ts around him 

"Whatever id^anced age, long expenence, great Bbilil>, vast leiming, iccumulatcd 
public honoT^, aspotEes'f private Chirac ler, ind a ftnn religious fiith, could do, 1o render 
anyone in objec t of i n tci~es1 , respect and ^iruralion, I hey had done for thi*^ 
distinguished f>er»on, and inlerest rcspetl. and adnunUon are but feeble lenn'f lo 
express the feeltngs with which the members of this Hotde ind the people of the countr> 
have long regirded hiin. 

"After a life of eighty yeim, devoted from Us eariic^l maCunCy lo ihc public servfccc, 
he has a1 Icngihgone lo his rest He has been privi levied lo die at his posi Icj fall v^hile in 
the discharge of his duties to erpire bencith the roof of the cipitol. ind to have his tisl 
scene issociated forever in hislory. v^ith 1he birthdi> of thai tllustrious patriot, whose 
J lE^t discernmcm brought him fip^l inio the service of hiscounlry 
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"The cloRC of surh J lifc^ under such c ire unetinccs^ i": nol an cvcn[ for un mingled 

cmohoriK. Wccaririot flrid il in ourhcarU To regret^ ihat Kc has died as he Iib» died. hJc 
Kj mself cuuld havt iJc^]rcd noolhcr tnd- 'Thi^ i-^ lhc cul] of c*nh,' wtrc his Li'il woni, 
Liltcrcdon llicdi> on which ht fell But \^'c m]^Kt bIso btt^r Kim c;ic[Bim]ng. as he left 
US— ]ri a language KBrdLy less familiBr to h]rii thBn his nalivc longic— 'Hw^' i'j^ ^innhAiTTfr 

"]t i'i forothtPi lo !iijggc!i1 ^hBt hunuis shall be pBid lo his mcinory P^o acis of ouni 
arc iiccc'z>ary lo Kis fame But Jt may be due to ouniclvcs and lo the Lountr> that ihc 
HBtionaL schsl" of hi^rhBractcr andscrvLCK>sKoLild be filly commcmonlcd- " 

Mr Holmes of South Caiolini amsc ^nd addrc'fs^J I he House hu most eloquent 
Mrains- The folJov^jng arc extrBcU fiDm Kiseulog> — 

"The m]riglcd tonc^ of wjitdw, like the ^o]cc of miu> witeis, hive come unEo us 
from a 'fi'iler S ti te~\1 assac husel ts weeptng for her honored son_ The Stite ] have 1hc 
honor in p^n lo reprcicut one c endured^ -wiM% yours, a co mmon sufferi rig. baltled far i 
common c atde^ Brid rejoiced in a common Inumph Surely^ Iheri. tl is meet ihBt jr thi'f^ 
the dBy of your affliction we shi^uld mtngleour gnefc 

"When a greal man FbIK, 1hc nBtion mourns \^'hcn a pBtriarch ]s removed. Ihc people 
weep Ours my associBtcs is nocommtjn bereavement. The chain which Unked our 
heads -wi^h the Rifled spints of former t]nKS^ hi.'f been nidely snapped. The hpsfrom 
which flo^^'ed Iho'iC li>]n^ and glorious Iruths thai our falhers utiercd are closed in 
dealh! Vcs my friends Death has been amon^ us! He ha^i m^l enlered Ibte humble 
collage of some unknown^ ]^noE>Le pei.'finK he ha'f kni>cked audibly it I he palace ofi 
nBtion! Hjs Footstep has been heanJ jn the Hill oF Slale' He hi.'f cloven do'A'n hi'i vichm 
in Ihe mid'il of the t.ouncjL'f of a people' He hi.'f home in Inumph trom among you the 
gravesi, wisest^ mosi reverrnd head[ Ah' he has EBken him as a trophy who W4i± once 
chief over mBny Slales. adorned whth virtue^ Bnd teaming^ Bnd truth, he has borrte at his 
chariot-wheels a renowned one of Ehc earth 

"There was no incideni in the b]nh^ the Ihfe, Ihe death of Mr. .Adams^ not hnthmatel^ 
woven wklh Ihe history of 1 he land 
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Edth ]n the nighl of hiscDunlry^ [ribulation^ he heard Tht fiz^t munnup^ofdi^coritfiiT. he 
s*w I he fiPil efforts for deliverance Whtl'il yel a In tie child^ he listened ^'\ih eagemci^ lo 
the w hisfWPi of trecnJiim is 1hcy breathed Frt>m Ihe L]f>s oF hcrilmiw>t ]nspjred Bpo-^llc^: 
he caugh! Ihe fire thBt \^'as then kindled. hi!i eye beamed wuh the first ray, he v^Btehed 
the dBy spring fn^m on hj^h, iJid long before he deparled from earlh. il w*s grBciou^ly 
vouchsBfed unlo him 1a behold the effulgence oF herni>onlide glor^- -^ -^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

"lie d]sn^bed hiin'ieJf wjth digml> of the ^e^ilures of office, not Id re lire lo the 'fhide'^ 
of Quincy. but, ]n the malLirit> of hi^ inletlecl. lti 1he vigor of his Ehoughl. to leap ]nto 
thi'f Arena, Brid toeontLTiue. as he hBd be^un, 4 d]^CLple, br anient devolee it ihe temple 
ot his counlry^ freedom. Ho\^'_ in thi^depBrtincnt, he ministered to his couritry\ wanL^, 
we all know, and ha^e w]tne'fsed. liow often we have crowded inio thj1 a]sle, and 
ctustered in^und thai now ^Bcanl desk, to li'ilen to 1he counsels of w]sdoni. as Ihey fell 
from the lips ot 1he venerable sage we can bII remember, for]t was but ot yesterday. But 
what a changed How wondrous' how sudden' 'Tis t]ke b ^'ision of the night. That form 
which we beheld bij[ a few da>'f since, is now cold m dealh! 

"BiJl the lisl SBbbBth, Bnd m ihis hall, he woPihipped witholheis Mow hi'f sptnt 
mingles wi1h Ihe nt^bL" army of mart>Pi, bfuI the ju*it mBde perfetl. in 1he eternal 
ad;>ralionof Ihe l]V[ng God Wtth him "Ihis i'i the end of earlh " He sleep'f thesLeep IhBt 
knows no WBking. He ]s gone— and forever' The sun thBt w>hers in the morn of IhBt nent 
holy day, while it gilcfc the lort> dome of Ihe cipjtol. shall fat wilhsoft Bnd mellow light 
upon the (.onset tb ted spo1 benealh whose 1urf fonzver lie^ 1t»e P.\TR EOT FATHER and 
the PATRIOT S.\GE'" 



The following resoluhons were unanimoicly pissed b> the Hoiceof 
Rep reseni ativcs> — 

"Resolved, ThBt Ihis House hBS he aid wilh the deepe^l sens]bilil>, of the death tn this 
capitolof JOHWgUIWCY AD.\MS. i Member of the Houhe from ihc Stitc of 
M assac huhel ts 

"Resolved, Thai, bs a lestimony of respect for 1 he memory of Ihjs disUn^uistwd 
slatesman, iheofficcpi and membcra of the House wtll we*r the usuil bidge of 
mourning, ind Btlend Ihe furteril in thi'f hill on Siturday nc^t, it 1 2 o'clock. 
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'Resolved, ThflC B comm][lcc of thirty be a[>[)OEnl«J lo ^uprnnlcnd chc funeral 
solcmnhticf. 

'Resolved, TKa[ 1hc proceed] nf?i of thi^ HoiCiC in relatjon [o the dcalhof JOHN 
QUINCY ADAMS be communLcatcd to the ram]ly of the decca.sed b> the Clerk_ 

'Resolved, ThBt iKe se*t in thi'f hflll juht >4caled by iKe death of iKe late JOHN 
QUENCY ADAMS be untKcupjed for thirty d4>'f, bekI thBt ]t, lagetKerwuK the Kail, 
remi]n clothed ^i1bi iKc symbol ot mourning during thit lime 

'Resolved, That tbte Spesker appoinl one meTnbeFoflhL'f House from each SiBte and 
Territory, bs acomni][tee to escort Ihe rein b i ns of our ve rie rable friend, I he HonorBbIc 

JOHN QUENCY ADAMS- lo the place Lle^]Enaled by his frLend-^ tor his interment 

'Resolved, ThBt 1his Housl"_ as a turtb»cr mart of respcci For the memor> ot the 
deceased, do adjourn to Saturday ne^t, lbieda> at>t>oinled for I he funeral.' 

]n the Sen ale, afler a formal annuncianonoflhedcathof Mr Adams, in a mc^isagc 

from the House of Re prescnl atj ves, Mr D b v is, of M as.^ bc hideH*! _ arose Bnd delivered a 
feeling address, on Ihe Ljfe Bnd servicer of I he deceased patriot The following are 
extracts — 

"Mr President B> 1he recent affliction of my colleagiie, |Mr Webslcr,) a painful 
duty devolves upon me_ The message jus! delivered from 1he Hou-^e proves I hat 1he hand 
of God hBS been Bgam among us A grea1 and good man ha.'f gone From our ni]cfct. ]f. in 
speaking of JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, [ can give utierance to Che iBnguage of my own 
head. [ am confbdeni I shall meet "AiUh a respon^^e ri~om Ihe Senate. 

"He was bom in the then Province ot M assachusc! t^, while she was^iniljnp herself 
for the gceat revol u tion b r>' slrupgle ^hich wb*i then before her H]s parenlage js ti>o well 
known lo need even an B[lus]on. >et I may he pBrd^ned if I say, I hat hi^ fal her seemed 
boTTi to a]d in the establishment of our freeGo^ernmenl. and h]s mother ^a.'f a su]tBble 
companion and co-laborer of such i palnol. 
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TKccradfc hymre of chc child v-'cwr the !»ngs of liberty The poftcr and compclcncc of 

man for ^cl f-govcmmc nt were the topics which he mos1 frequently hcircl discussed by 
the -wi"^ incn of I Kc da> and the tnspLrBtion thus ciughl ^ave ronu and pre^'iure to his 
after Life Thu'f CBziy jmbu^ ^'Wh the love of free i nsl i lul bons^ educaled by hi!i fBther For 
the service of hi^ country, and e*rly led by WASHEWGTON lo l1^ aLlar, Kc ha^ stood 
before 1he ^^'orLd bs one of its emi rient 'ilate'^jnen He ha'f ore upi ed in I urn. almost e^ery 
placeof honor which the country could gi^e hiin, and for more thBn half arentijr>, has 
been Ihu.^ jdent]Fted wilh its history. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

"]1 i'i belteved to hBve been Ihc eamc^l wi^h of hs heart [o d]e, like ChachBm, in the 
midst of hjs liboPi. ]1 ^bs a sub lime Ihoughl. thBt where he had loiled in lhe house of lhe 
nBtion. En houisof lhed4> devoted lo tts^iervice. the stroke ot dealh should reich him 
and there sever the Ues of love Bnd [>alriot]sm v^hich bi^uEid him to earth. He fell tn h]E 
seat attacked by f>aral];sis, of which he had before been a "lubjccl Tode^icnbe the scene 
which ensued woutd be impo^i'iible. It was more than the "^ poni aneous giE>h of fee li ng 
whbch all SLizh events cbII forth, "u much to lhe honor of our nature. It was the 
ei press]on of re^ e rencc for hi'f moral worth, of admirBtionfor hisgrcBt ]ntel[ecEiJBl 
endowments, ^nd of veneration for hi'i 4ge and public service;;. All gathered round the 
sufferer, and the strong sy mpal hy and deep feeling which were manifested, "showed lha[ 
the bu'finesK of the Hoifte {which wi.'f ]rv^tanlly idjournedr was forgotten amid the 
d]stre^ising Bniiietics of the momeni He v^bs soon removed to the apartment of lhe 
SpcBker, where bte re mai ned surround^ by afflicted friends ttit the we4r> cLBy resigned 
iLs immortBl spmt. 'This is the end of eirth'" Bnef bul emphitic wonls They were 
among lhe tast ultered by the dy]ngChrLSI]an.' 

When Mr. Dbvis had concluded his remarks, Mr Benlon of M]ssoijrj, delivered j 
most be*iJtbfijl eulogy on lhe charBcterof Mr AdBms. He SBid:— 

"Mr President: The voice of his nalive Si ale has E>een heaid t hrough one of the 
S en atois of M Bss ac husel ts, announc]ng Ihc death of her aged and mo^t disti ngmshcd 
son. 
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The voice of tt»c other Senitar^ {Mr SVebsCcr_l [^ no! heard nor is hc^ prtscnce ^itcri A 
domestic CBl4jnjt> kru^'A'n lo u*^ bII. and fell by u*^ BLI-cunfines him 1a the chiinberor 
pn vale griefs while Ihc Scnale i'i oczu^ijzd ^ith I he ptibhc Tnamrc'flat]on'^ oJ a respect End 
SDfTDW wh]ch 1 rial]onal loss inspire;;, [ri the absence of Ehit SeniTor^ jnd as the member 
of thi'f body longcit here, it i-^ no1 unftltirigor unberomjn^ tn me lo *iect>nd Che moC]ori 
wbiLch bias bi^cri made forexlenJin^ 1 he last honors of the Senile 1o him who, forLii-ri^c 
yeais igo wis b member uf I his body, who, al the time of h]^ death, was among rhe 
oldest membePi ot the hJoLthe of Re present b tives . and who. pulUng the >eani of hi'f 
service together w*.^ the oldest of a[l the members of Ihe American Government 

"The cnlogEum of Mr. Adam.'f ]s made in ihe fictsof his life, which the Senator trom 
M as^ ac huhel ts jMr. Divi^J has so stFik]ngL> "Elated. thBt, from eirly mi n hood to 
octogeriariBn age. he hBS been con^lanlly ind moM hn^nn^rably employed in the public 
\CT\'i<.c For B period oF more 1han fiFty ycBi^ brt^m the timeof h]s First Bppoinlmeni as 
MiJuMer abroad under Washington to his last e[ecE]ori to 1he Holec orReprcsentiUvcs 
b> the people of hi^ nal]ve dislrict, he has been conslantly relained m 1he pubhc ^erv]ce. 
and thit, nol by the Favor of i Sovereign, orb> hcreditar> Ulle but by Ihe elections ind 
appoinlmenK of repubLjcin Government. This fict mBkes the eulogy oF the illustrjous 
deccBsed For v^hBt, excepl a ijn]onof ilL 1he quBli ties which ^.ommand the esteem Brid 
confideRce ot man, could hi>e ensured b pubtic service ^io long, by ippojntmerits free 
and popuLBr. and fn^ m so urces so vanoiTi and exalled^M mister many limcf b broad; 
member of th]s body member of the Hoide of Representatives, cabinet Mini'fler, 
President of the UnUed Stitc^; such has been 1he gBlix> of his splendid appoinlmenis 
And \^'hat but moril excellence the most perked— inleLleclual ability Ihe mo'fl emirient— 
fidelily Ihe most un\^' aven ng— service the mo'fl useful, couLd hBve commanded "fuch a 
succession of ippo]nlmerits so exilted, ind Fro m so un. cf ^^o viriow> and "^ eminent? 
Nothing les*^ could hBve commanded "fuch asenesor4ppo]nEment'f, and icconlirigly we 
see the union of all thc^e great qualities m hjm who has received them. 

"]n thi*^ Jon^ career of publbc service Mr. .Ad^ms wasdi'flinguished not only by 
fail hf 111 litem ion 1o all Ihe greit duties of his stations. buE to all Ihc ir less Bnd mim^r 
duties 
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He wa": nol the SbFj mini an galley, to be I lunc Kcd only oricxCrBordciiiry occB!i]oni but 
Kc v^B^ tht ready vessel . alw4>'f launched when the LluTie'f of h]s^1alion reqij]red ]t^ be 
the occa'fLDn gjeal or small As President as cibjnel Minister, as M]ms[er abioid, he 
eTam]ned all quesTkons Ihat came before him^ jnd e^amiried all in all iKeirparts^ in all 
the JTunutiae of the]rdelaLl^ i.'f ^^'eLl a'f in all Ihe v astne^s of I Keir comprehen'f io n. .^s 
SL'JiBtor and i.'f b member of I he House oF ReprcscntiU^cs the obscure eommt! tee-room 
wa'f i.'f jnucK the witne'Zi oF hi'f laborious jpplieatiori to I Ke drudgery of leg]slalion^ mi^ the 
Kb Lis ot the two Hoites were lo the ever ready speech, replete wUh knowledge, whjth 
instnicted ill hearers, ent]gKteiied all subjects, ind gave digml> and ornament lo debate. 

"In the ob'fervance of all iKe proprieCiesof hfe, Mr. Adams ^^'as a mo^l noble and 
impre'&i^e cxiinple. He cuhivited the m]nor a'f weLI mi^ iKegreaEer virtues Wherever his 
presence could give aid Bnd counle nance to "A^hal wbs useful ind honorable to man, I here 
he WBS En the exerc ises of I Ke sc hixiL and of iKe college— in 1he meriloriokfc meeUngsof 
tbte agrie ul turB I , inethimcil, Bnd commerciBl £±oc]el i cf— ] n altendance upon D]vtne 
woisKip— he gave 1b»e punctual altendance rBrely seen bul in those who are free from the 
we]ght of pubhc care'f 

"Punctual to oery duty, dealh found Kim Bt Ihe post of duty, and where else could il 
have found him. al any stigc of hk'f career, for Ehe ftf1y yeiniof h]s i El le>1 Fiou.'f pubhc life? 
Fiom the time of hi'f firM appointmeul by Wiiihiugton to h]s li.'fl eleclion by iKe people 
of Kis nalive town, where could dealh have found Kim bul al the po'fl of dut>? Al [hi1 
po^l. tn 1he ful I ness of ige lji tbtc rjpenc^isof re ntjw n, c ro wned wUh honois. surnj u ndcd 
b> bs family, h]s fneTid.'f, ind admirers, and in the ^ery presence of iKe nalional 
repre^ien1al]on, he has been gBthered to his falhers. Leaving behind h]m Ihe memory of 
public services which ire the history ot his counlTy for half a centuiy and the example 
of a life, public and pnvatc, \^'h]ch "fhoutd be ihc s1udy and the model of lhegencral]ons 
of hiscounlrymen." 

Al the conci usio n of M r. Benlon's addrcis, Ihe fallowing resol uhonfi, intiaduccd by 
Mr Davi^, were passed by ihe Scnitc:— 



IJ' 
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■Resolved, That the Senate Iib^ received with deep serei]b[lny Ehc message fiDm the 
Houst ot Repre^em allies annuLinc]nf Ehe dcBth ot the Hoji_ JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, a 
Representative firtm the State of MB^'^ichu^eLI'^. 

'Resolved, ThaC, ]n lokenofre'fpecE for the menmry of thedeceBKed. Ihe Senale will 
BEtend hi'f funeral at the hour apfioinled by iKe Hou.'fe of Repre'^utanves, 4ud wilt weBr 
the u.'fual badge ot muLirning fonhLrly days 

■Resolved, ThBt, bs a further mBrk t>f respect for! he memory" oflKedeceiiied. the 
SeTiBte do now adjuurn unUL Silurday ue^t, iKe lime appomled for the funeral.^ 

Prr'^idenE Polk is^iued a PioclamBtiou announci rig to iKe njtEOTi il'i bereaveinenl, and 

d] reeling 1he ^Uipe n-^jan of i 1 1 public tni*i] rwss for Ehe day_ The pubLjL officer were 
(.Lolhed in maurntng- Oiders were I'lSued from the War brcI MBvy Departments, d]recting 
thai al every mjLjtiTy and nav^l stitioTi on the dBy afler Ihe order "fhouFd be received, the 
honopf cii^lo mary to the 1 1 1 uh trio ii"! dead should be paid. 

AM 2 o'clock on SaCunJBy. the 2ft th of Februi ry _ the funeral toot place in 1hecBf>Hol_ 
[t was a "^lemn, jr imposing "icene. The HaLl of Repn^sent4li>cs wa^i hung iri^BbLe 
h B bil I me rits The portrBil^ ot Washington Bnd La Fayelte tbu: beauUFul stBtue of tbu: 
MLfceof History jn the cirof Time, Bnd the vacant chBirot the deceB-^ed. were wreathed 
incrBpe In 1he mj(^1, and the mo'fl LOFbpicuow>oraJL wa.'f lKecoft]nconlaLn]ng the 
reniajn*^ oJ the j LJ uM nous dead covered with it^ velvet pa LI. 
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The President of 1 he Unilcd Stitc^, Bnd Che Hcacfcof DcparlmenC^, 1b>i: Members of both 
HoiEiCS of Congres*! _ the JlkI^c*! of the Supreme Coud. the Foreign MiniMcis, Office is of 
the Army brcI MBvy. M e mbeis of ^ I ale Lcg]£j attires^ julI an immense coRcourse of the 
greal. the ^ise. and Ihc^HHJ^ were pre^enC to be'flow honor on bII th^t reTTiBcned of the 
Elatesinan^ iKe philosopher, and theChrislim. 

A dificoLirse wb^ delivered on the occiiiiori. by the Rev R. R. Gurie}'^ehBpl4]n lo the 
Houbc of Re p reseni at] ves^ from Job xi 17^ ] S— "And thine age !ihali beeleirer IhBR ihc 
nooTi-day^ 1 hou sKaLt h Ki ne forth. Ihou shilt be a'f iKe morning and lhou hKaLl be ^ectire^ 
bccjuse there b hope." The following arc cxUacIs from the sermon:— 

"] ri some c] re um'f I anc es , o ri some occ asioits^ we mo'fl rialurakly expres'f oijremo[]ona 
insfclencc and in teBF^ Whal voice ofm^ricaii Bdd to 1he i m[>ressi venes'f ind "solemnity 
of thi^i ^icerie?TKe presence and aspec! of I his vast B-^^embly, I he Chief Migistr*1e, 
Con Ji'iel Lors^ Judges^ Senilors. and Represent Bti^es of the natjon^di'ilingui'fhed officers 
of the army BntI the navy, BntI the honored .\ mb ass Bcfcrs from foreign powcis,— I hcic 
symbols and badges of a universal mourning, dBrkening thi^i hBll inio s>nipaEh> with our 
si^rrow. Leave no place for thequcflion, 'Know ye no1 thit 4 printe and i greal man ]s 
fa[len in [srBeL'^ Near to kc>. indeed, has come the invisible hand of the .Mmjghty— lhar 
hBod in whbch is the soul ofe^ery tiving lh]ng, ^nd the breath of aM mankind, in thi'f very 
Mb LI from yonder seat which he "» long occupied, in the midst of the re p reseni al] ve'f of 
ttH^ people, hBS il tike none full of > ears and honois, em] neni , for more than hBlf j 
cenlury. in ^ anous depirtmenis of the public service; who adorned e^ cry stalion, even 
the h]ghest, by h]s abilmes *nd >]rtijcs; and whose influence, powerful tn ]bf 
beneficence, i^ felt ]n m4n>, jf not jn all 1he Stiles of Ihe civ it] red world. ^ ^ ^ ^ « 

"Nol mo re cc rt B I nly is the body tn>]gDraled ind p]^sen'ed b> "fuit^ble food, by manly 
cxeir]ses by the \n^\ 4]r, IhBn are ttu: jntelLcLtuBl ^nd moraL faculties by the 

invest]gat]on and rcceplion of divine Iruth.'f, by hjb]^^ of obed]ence to 1he d]vine wilF b> 
c hccTf uL submiiiSLon to the order and discipline of Q]VLne P]~o^Jclsncc 
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Nor lc[ us cvcrdcslru'il Chr Father of our ^p]rH'i who hno^^'f perfectly bII the wanl^ of our 
riBturc. but rc^1 a'l^LircJ I hat h]SLumin4nLljTicnt'f in the "iicred ^cnpturc'f Brc rnUrcly in 
hBrmony ^'\\h the dctrccsof his piD>jdcncc_ brcI thai is to TcBr Eijm and keep His 
commaTidincnt'f i^ tbu: whuLc dut> |bc4.au^c the hi^hc^l duty^ and comprehending all 
o1her>|^su w]Ll tt prove the whole Bcid elernal happLncs'f ofnian Iflhe indi^^ioluble Bnd 
hBrmonLous conricclion between 1hc lav^^ ot rb turc _ of Prov idc nee Bnd the moral Lbw, be 
riot always obvious^ ]| ]s alwa>f> certain Over all Ibu: darkne^*^^ dj^ turbance^ . and e^]kor 
tb»e world chines revealed, more or Ici"^ cLearL> hkc the -serene Bnd (.heerfuL heavens, lbs 
immulabLe Law, bj ruling virtue howe^ e r obsc ure peniccuted, orforaBken, lo reward, 
duty, however humble or arduotci. to happine'^ Mence the declaratkou, thai all ihings 
!ihalL work logc ther fo r good to Ihem who Lo^e God, Bnd that all Ihings are thciis— the 
pBSI and tulure, Ihings temporal and spiritual, prospenly and BdveFsil> an^eK and 
pnncipBlities and pi^wers, and God him^ielr, in all iKe resounzcs of his wjsdom and all 
the eternity of his reign 

"How shone out, cIcbt as ihc noonday, >ct m]fd Bnd genlle as the mormng, even in 
age, ]n the LiFe and character of thBt great Bnd venerBbLe man, Brourid whose preckous, 
but, alas' inBiumate form we all pre'is in gratitude, BdmirBtion and lo^e. those h]gh 
Virtues denied From fa]th ]nGod and nurtured by his repealed truth. Ih]s bercBvcd 
Congre^^, Britl. [ ma> add, ihjs rial]on wjtne'i^e^- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ 

"Truly emblemBt]c of h]s moral inlegrily and sire rigth of c h arac te r would be the 
gjanile column from hi*^ UBtive hills, one Bnd enlire juht in il*^ pn^porlions. towering in 
M'i he]ght, immoveable ]n tis fou rid at]onh . and pointing to Heaven as the temple and 
throne of everiastLug Bulhority, I he final refuge, the imperi'fhable home oF all regenerated 
and faithful "^uk 

"Independence of mere humBn aulKoril> in ihc lEcof h]s rea.'^n, on bII subjects, wbs 
un]led w]th veneralion mo'ft "^jncL'nz and pn^found for the SBcred ^cnpture'f, bs a 
'iupernaturBl revelation from God _ 'whose preioga1i>e exlen±> not less lo Ihe reBson Ihan 
the will of man,' and from b daily peni'fal of Ihe Djvtne Word, and b constBnt and devout 
atlendance upon ihe pubhc worship of Ihe Sabbath, allhough d]ffenngonsome pojnks 
From common opinions hechen-ihed cnlBrged view^ of Christian communion, Bnd 
recognized in mosi, iJ not all the rcli^iouh dem^minBtionsof lh]scountr>, members of 
one and Ihe same fam]l> Bnd kingnJi^m ot Jesu^f Chri^l -^ -^ -^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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"Ah^i ttit "i^d and appilhnf nicnsordcBEh' 'The: is The end of cjith ' Approach! 
loveis of pIca'iLirc scckcPi it ter "a^ L'ulum^ BFip] ranis by p re- e jtij nencc lji 'flat]un^ and 

power, and influence imorig men^ 1a Tinic^ \cc the end ot hu in an di'il i nc1 ions ind eadKLy 
^realne^s^ Surely mBR wahketh in a v4]nhKDW^ surely mm in hi'f best est Bte ]s altogelKer 
VBnily How perHnenl to 1 his scene the ^oidsof JoE>~ 'He Leadelh princes away "^poded^ 
andovedhnjweth 1he ni]ght>. He remt^veth 4wa> the "speech of I he I rusty ^ ind laketh 
av^ay the u rideni tind] ng of iKe iged He disco verelKd^ep thmg'f oul of darhnc^^ ind 
bnn^elKout lo light I he shad[>w of deal hr How, ]rideed, ]s Ihe mighly Fallen, Bnd the 
head of the wise laid low! All flesh is grass— all the glory of mBR as the flower of the 
field And shilL Ihi^i vi.'fl congregation ^ioon be broughl lo the grave— ihal house 
appoinled forilL the h^irig'^ Hear, then, 1hc great announcement ot 1he ^onofGod 'T am 
the resurrection and ihe hfe and whosoever bclicvelh in mc_ though he were dead yet 
shiJL he Ljve, Bnd whosoever Ljveth bfuI beljcvelh m meshati never die_' Es il s1 range thai 
he who communed so much wilh the future as Ihe greBt "ftBtesiuBn to whivie virtues Bnd 
memory we now pa> 1 his sad, fjnaL solemn tribute of honor and afteclion, should in ihe 
la'ft conveisalion I ever hid wUh hun have CTpressed bolh regrel ind Bstoni'fhmerit it ihe 
indiftcrence imong too miriy of our put>l]c men [o 1he 1 ruths ind ordinances of our holy 
reL]^ion'^ ]'i it lo affec t our he b rff IhBt he has been permuted 1o fall in the midht ofus, lo 
arouse LC>from Ihjs insensibility, and cauhe us to pres'f lowinJ'f ihe gales of Ihe elernal 
chty of God ^ Let lei btess God for anolhergrcBt e^ampEe to "fhirie upon uh. thBt iriother 
slar {we humbly tni'ft^ is pLBntcd amid tbtc heavenly constellations loguEde us to 
elernit>[' 
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Ac the concfu^con of the CTCir]Kcsin ihccapHnl, i VBSt pirwci^ion. escorted by 
luilitBC^' LompBnic^, canvcyecl 1hc rcma]ns to I Kc Congrc^iSiom I buryi rig ground^ where 
it^y were to rciil untjl prcparilions forlKcir removal Co Qutncy ihould be completed. 

^SjlI ^i.'f iKe pomp lhal yesterday beheld^ 

As iv]lh the mourner's h^Brl 1hc Bnthem swelled. 

The nc h-pl Limed c B nupy _ the ^orgeouj> p^lk 

The sacred mirch^ ind SBble vested wall'— 

These were rio1 ritc^of ]nexprc^iSLVc show. 

But hallowed a'f ihe l>pes of reil woe! 

] I lu.^1 nous deceased' b NATION'S sigK^, 

A NATION'S HEART- went wjEh thi rie obsequies V 

The following leCter of thanks fiom Mrs AdBms_ addrr'^sed to chc Speaker, wjs laid 
before the House of Rcpre-^cntiti^es — 

"SIR: The resolutions jn honor of ni> dear dec CBsed hiciband, pi.'fsfd by the 

I Ll u*i1 nou.^ i-^sembly over whtch you preside _ and of whtch he Bt ihe moment of h]s death 
^i.'f a member, hive beeridLjL> communicaled 1o me. 

"Penetrated wilh grief at 1 ht'f di'sl res^] nf event of my life, motirning the loss of one 
who h^n been it once my example and my "support through ihe Inals of half a centur>, 

permi! me rieveil hetess to express ihroughyou my dec pest gri tttude for the signal 
manner ]n which 1he public re^aml hB's been >olLiritiriL> manifested by your hom^rBbte 
bod> and ihe coiwotatiori derived to me ind mine fnjm the reflccUon 1hal the uriweBried 
efforts of an old public "^ervBot have not even in this wortd proved withi^ut tbteir rewird 
in ihe gencroLi'f b p p rec ] al]on of I hem by his country. 

"W]th greal res pec 1. [ rematn sir. yourobedieni "^ervanl, 

'^LOUISA CATHARENE ADAMS." 
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On iKc rolLoiv]ng "ftcck, the Comm][tcc of one fiDm cacK Stale jnd Territory ]n chc 
Unton af>pobntcd by I he Hou-^c of Reprc^crHativc^ 1o C ake ch b rge of 1 be rcmain'i of tbc 
deceased cx-Prc^idenC and convey them to Quincy ft>r final inlcrmcnl, com mere, cd tbcir 
journey. It was a ncw^ yet i rieT [>reshi bt> tbrilhng and i mpos] ng spectacle. The dead body 
of "the Old Mm EtoquenK" surrounded and guaided by a son of each of the 5late^ and 
Territories of thjt Umon whch he had so targel> BS5]!ited ] ri consol id at] rig and 
sustBiniTig leBves the capitoL of the rialiori^ where for more Ehiri thirty ycBry he had Bctcd 
the mo^l conspicuous p^rt among 1he fBtbepf oflhe land^ lo rest ]ri the tomb of 3^1 
ance^lor^, amid the venerable !ih adcs oF Qu] ncy. How fiolemn lhe piogreri'f of "^ uch a 
procession It WB!i indeed, "the FuTierat March oflhe Dead'" Wherever]! passed [he 
people rose up and pBid lhe ulmos! mirbf of j^especl to 1he remains of one who had 
occupied so large a space tn lhe hi'flory of hiscounlry [n towns, in vilEagcs. m cil]es^ i.'f 
the moLirnful cortege swepi through, bu.^iriess w a^ slti pended, flags were d]splj>ed al 
hair mast, belbf were tolled, minute guns were fired, c]Vfcl and mjL]t4ry processions 
received 1he "tiered remains and WBtchedover them by mghl and by d4> and pi.'fsfd 
them on From State lo Stale 
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'WliBt B f>rogrK>s WIS ]E which the dead pBtriot iKlis niBcfc' From iKccBpHol of the 
riBtion. bencBth whose di^rnc, and wh]Lc al Kis po^ t of duty . ht wa'f seiz^Ll b> dcalK— 
wUhin ^igh1 iJma*it oflhal Mounl Vc rritj n w here repose the BJihesof him the Fithcrot 
h]s Country, who fiPil clist] ngu ishcd, erKouriged and employed 1hc e it trio rd i nar> 
capiccly of [he yuuthful Adi ms~ through cj tjcs thBt in his l]re Unie have grown up troni 
v]Hages— pissing at EBUimorc. alrTU>*it benealh the shBdow of 1hc monument which there 
tes[]nes of the ^alor of those ^ho fell forcounlry in iKe war of 1312— md ]n PKiLBdetphia 
hBLling 4Jid repo^in^ wiEh]n the hall where hjs ^reil filher John Adams, hid re4rless[> 
^lood for Independence, md where [ ndepe ridenc e v^b^ procLBimed~the deid passed on, 
everywhere followed b> 1he reverential gize *nd the moum]ng hcirt, till, reach]ng the 
greal metrofKjIis ot New York, where 1he s*me father hBd been sworn in and taken hs 
BCBl, as Ihc fiist Vice Preside m of 1he Uniled Stites. with George Washinglon for 
President' Thence away I he mirch v^bs resumed, ttll ]t reached old FBrieuil Hall— the 
cradle of American liberty, the Tilting tinal resi i ngp I ic e , while >ct unburicd, of the body 
of one tn whose hcBrt, Bt no moment ot litc.did 1he love of liberty, tmbibed or 
si rengihe ried tn thai KaH_ suffer iKe slighlcst abatement."^ 

Faneuil HilL wasclolhed in I he dirk draf>ery of mourmng, f]tling lo receive the body 
of o ne of the grc ates1 of I he in4n> noble simsof iKe venerabLe Bay St^te. Amid solemn 
d]rges *nd Bpproprnle ceremon]es, 1he chairman of 1 he Congressional CommUtee 
surrendered to « Com mil tec fn^m 1he LegislBture of M bss^l huhetts. the sacred remains 
the> hBd accom[>anied fiom Ihecapilol of the Uniled Stit«> — 



Kmg's Eulogy 
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"Throughout ihcjoLirricy," said the cha]rmaii "there have been d]spla>ccl manifestations 
of the hi^bKst adminUon End resf>ert fori he mcmar^' of your laic dE'flinguished TelLow- 
c til /en En Ihe iBr^entjes Ihrough whtch we expected 1o f>ass_ wc aiHic]patcd *iuch 
dc manstm ton^^ but iriever> v] hi age and hamlel. at the htimt>Les1 4.o1t4ge v^h]Lh we 
pBs^ed and from 1he laborepf ]ri Ihe fields iKesame pro Found rcs>pc4:t ^b*^ te'ft]fLcd by 
their uncovered head'f." 

The Comm] Itee of the Mi'a>achusetls Legi^ialure h4>]n^ thus rece]ved iKe body fiDm 
1 1": Congre'2>ional escod^ tn turn surrendered il to iKe keeping of ihe municipal antKo n I lcs 
of Boston- for bun al al QiJ]ncy_ This ceremony was performed by Mr BiKkjngham, 
chairman of the LcgbLativc Committee^ ]n thc^c impressjve ^onl^:~ 

"]n the name and behBtf of the Govern meni and People of 1 he Commonweal I h of 
M a'A arhusd fi^ whwie honored but humble servBnt ] Ihi'f day am^ ] consign lo your 
faithfuL keep]ng-Mr MayoMKe remains of JOHN QCJINCY ADAMS-bII that wk> 
mortal oflKal venerBble man^ whose age and whose virtues had rendered Kjm an object 
ot inlecbe inlerc^l and admiral ion 1o ht^eounlr^ and 1o Ihe world We place I he*ie *i acred 
remains in your possess]o n. to be convc>ed to 1heir apputnted hi^me—to "^Leep in the 
sepulchre and v^]th the dust of h]s Falher^." 

Mr Quinc> the Ma>or, in accepUng 1bte gu b nil i anshi p conferred upon h]m in behalf 
of the cily of Boslon_ rephed la Ihe folLowtng tenns:— 
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■There IS somcCh]npsLiblimc in the scene Thai suiroLind^ us An honored "^nof 
M assac hu'^l ts — nnc ^hu \i' as educ atcd by a "^ igrier of 1 he Dee I are tio ri of E ndcpc ridencc— 
onc v^ho heard I he thunder of Ihe grea1 stru^te for L]bcr1y onyoriLler htIL hBS after a life 
oJ unpBrallelcd uhefulTie^'f brcI FidelLly. fallen ]n the c4p]tol of the country he served. His 
rcmijns were escorted here b> delegate"^ frome^ery Slale in the Union The> have 
pB*isetl oversfKJti ever memorable in history. They hive everywhere been recetved VrUh 
funeral honors. Tbwy hBve reposed ]n Ihe hall of ]ncfcpendence_ The> now lie ]n I he 
cradle of liberty As b citizen ot M assac husel ts. I cannot bul acknowledge our sense of 
tbH^ honor p Bid lo her dislinguished son. Mourned hy « UBtion at itscapkloL atlended by 
tb»e representatives of mtllions 1o the grave, he has received a Iribute 1o his memory 
unequalled ami^ng men 

"These rejuBins now res1 in the cradle of hber1>_ It is 1heir lisl resting-place on Eheir 
jourriey home As 4 slalesman's, 'thts is 1o Chem the lisl oFeirth'" To-morrow they will be 
defK^sjtcd in ihe peaceful chuich-> ard of ihe vfcllige of his birth, there to be mourned, nol 
asslalesmen mourn for stalesmen, bul as frcends mourn for friends 

'hJe will be '^alhered 1o hts f^lheis'' And how great in iHjs cise is the s]gnificancc 
ot the expression? El is possible 1hal other men m4> be a1 tended as he will be to Ihe 
grave. Bul when aga]nshaLJ the tomb of a President of ihe liniled Stales open itsdoon^ 
to receive a son who has f tiled the sime off tec?" 



On ihe following day, the body, under the charge of the municipal officeis of BosKtn, 

W4S conveyed lo Quincy In the UnHari an church, m tb»e presence of oEd neighbois and 
friends, Ihe last funeral exercises were held and Ihe tast sad burial service was 
performed 

E> lhe side of ihe graves of his fatheis, ovepihidowed by aged Irees, which had 
sheltered his head in the dBysof boyhood in b pUin tomb prepared und^rhis own 

direction, and inscribed simply with his name, sleep Ihe ishes of JOHN QUI^'CY 
ADAMS 
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"Ltl no ^^cak diDps 
Be jiKcd for him The vtrg]ri tn her btoom 
Cutoff^ ihc jo>oii'f yuuth and darling chid, 
Tbi«tC Arc the tomb^i iKat cliim I he r^n^r tear 
And clcg]ac fiDiig'f Bui AdB^ll^ diE'f 
ForolKcr nntcs of gralulalion high, 
Thai ROW he wanders ihro" Iho^e cndLes'f worlds 
He here £±o ^'cti de^icncd; and^ wondering, Eilks 
And hymns iKeir Author with his glad com[>ceTy. 
ColumbiB^ boast' whrlKcr wliK angels thou 
Sitte-^l in dre ad di^icoupic orftllow b]4!st 
Who joy lo "^cc I he honor of I heir k] nd. 
Or wbtFlhcr^ iriDuntcd on chtnibic wing^ 
Thy swift c arccr ]R with iKc whrhngorbs, 
CompBring Ihings wjth Ibiings, in rapture losi, 
Andgntcful adoration for thai light 
So plenteous ray'd ]nto thy m]rid below 
Fiom Lighl hi m.'f el f— oh ' look w]th p][y down 
On humin kind^ j fraiL errorieouh race' 
Eiiall Ihe spirit of b downwaid world' 
O'er Ihy dejected country chief preside. 
And be her Genius CBlled? bter "^ I Lid]e^ ri]se, 
Coirecl KermBnneES- and ]nsp]re her youlh. 
For though depn^'d and sunk, sbu: broughl thee Torlh 
Andglones in thy niine She points thee oul 
To all her sons, md bjcb> thein eye thy star— 
Thy star, whtch_ followed steadfBslly, "fhall le*d 
To w]st1om_ virlLie, glory here and joy 
Unspeikable in worldii to come " 
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Wc irc LJi 1b»c m]d*i t of c ii trio rd I nar> cvtnls BnC]Sih-AmcricBn Civik/alion *ncl 
5 piii]^ K- AiFiE^ric B ri Socidy ha^c 4.omc inio loLJl'iLoji cacK in ]ts full^'^t riialurit>. Tttf 
armies of [he NodK have pcnrlratcd [he ch^pparcl^i it Palo Alto brcI RcsacB dt la Palmi- 
- parsed the Fo rtre^iSK> of M o Rtcrcy _ and rolEed back upon Ihc heart oFMex]co the 
LuiBV ailing Udc aF^tn^ng re!i]»1ance Tiom 1hc Tnounlain-'fidcof BuenB V]Ma. Marliil 
cotoni^il*^ arc enciinpcdon Ihe coi^lfi of CahFornki. wh]le S j ri J u b ri d'U Lloa hi.'f tallcn^ 
and the tnvidcrs have *i\^'cpl the gorge of Cerro Gordo— cimtd Ptrolc iritl Pucbli and 
planled Ihe banner of btirni ng st an> and c> e r- muLl i ply] ng stri pe^ on the to^^'cr^ oF the city 
ot the Aziccs 

The I Ki d ictK Co rigrcMi ayfiemble'f ]ri this canjunclurc and IhcdtbBte'f BrcsoFemn^ 
came'fl. and be'A'Lldcriiig. [ntemit^ p as^io ri. coibcicnc c . freedom^ 4Tid huniBnkly. all hive 
thtir adviKBte^i. 5 hall ne'A' Iobrs Bnd Levic'f be granted to pnv>crij1c stj LI fad her i war^io 
gloriouii'^ or^hilL it be abiridoncd'^ 



^Delt^ered before iKe Legislature of Mew York, b> Wm H Seward. 
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ShjIF wc be conic nt wclK Ehc KLimiliaTionortht foc'^or'^hall w^ complete his 
subj u^ B tio n'^ WouLlI thai Jicvtnty be magniiumous. or c^cr^_^ust'* WBy_ l^ iKc war ithflf 
jfcCit? Who provoked, jnd by whit unpirdonflblc of Fence. Eh]s d isastrou^ stn ft between 
t^o eminent Rcpubltcs, so scandalous 1u Democratic lnslitul]ons'^ Where shall we Iracc 
anew Ihc ever- adv anc ] rig li nc of our c mpire '^ Shall it be drawn on the "fhorc of Ihc Rio 
Gnnde.oron iKesummH of iKc Sicttb M adrc '^ or "^ hil t \1cxjdn [ridepcndencc be 
eTt]n^uishcd, and oureBglc ctose hjs adven! urate pmEon.^only when he loot^ off upon 
the wavc"^ 1hal separate u.^ tnjm Ehc Endics** Doc^ Frccdnmown and accept our prDfu^ie 
oblalions oF btocd, ordoe^ she rejecl Ihc SBcriticc'^ Will thc^tf co rique^ts exiend her 
domatn or wiLI they be iturped by c^cr-gra^ptng slavery'* Whal effecl will thi^ new- 
born ambiUon hBve upon ouryclvcs'^ Well ]l leave Lr> the virtue to continue the career of 
social progre'is'^ How "fhaU we govern Ehc conquered [>eiYple'^ Shall we ]ncorporate the]r 
mingled race^ withouiselves.or rule iKcm wilh the despolismof procoibukar power^ 
Can we preserve the^e remole and Ko^lilc pos-^es^ion.^ ]ri any way, wtlhout foTf e 1 1 1 ng our 
own blood- bough! hentBge of freedom'* 

Sleam and lightnjn^, which have become docile mcMtengeis, mBke lhe Amencan 

people h'lleneis to thi'f high debale, and ariAiety. and ]riterest, iritensL' bikI univep^aJ, 
absorb them all Suddenl> 1bte counctl i^ dissolved S]lerKe ]s in ihecapilol, and sorrow 
has thrown \i\ pall o>cr the land. 
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WHbC new c^'tnl is iKis'^ Has some CiDmwcIl cfo^icd 1hc l^gi^l alive chambcT3?or has 
SDinc Caesar. rclijrn]n^ fiom h]^ distiiH (.onquc^l^ passed thi! R ubico ri_ scl7_mI iKc 
purple, and Tallcn in Ihc Scnalc beneath Ibve ^^'okIs ot sclf-ippo]ritcLl ciccnUoncr^ ot his 
country's ^crigc^ncc^ No' nolKingor^lL tht'f. What mcanh. then, this abrupt arid FciTfuJ 
silence^ What unlooknl for calamity hjs quelled iKcdrbatcf ot tht Senate and calmed 
tbw CTcitcmcnt of the pcof>Lc'' An old man, ^^'hosc k^nguc ORCt jndccd w*.^ cloqucm, bul 
riow ihjoLigh a^c had well nigh lo'fl els cunning, has fallen ]rito I Kc swoon of deal K He 
wa'f nol an 4ctor]ri Ihc drami of conqucsl— nor had his feeble voice yet m]nglcd in iKc 
loft> argument— 

"A grc>-haircd s]rc, whose c>c inlcnt 
Was on the vtsconcd future bcnl " 

And now Kc hisdrramcd out at Fas1 the troubled drr a m of 1 1 fc. S]glis of unava]linggQcf 
ascend lo Hcavtn_ Pincgync Flucn! in Jong-*i1 it ltd praise, performs l1s ofFirc The army 
and the navy pay convenlional hunors. ^^'ith the pomp of naliunal woe, and then the 
heaise mo^e*i onw*n:l_ [t re*its appirtpriately, on ]t^ \^'ay, la the hall ^^'here independence 
wa.'f proclaimed and again under the d^ime "Adhere freedom wa^ born A1 length 1he tomb 
ot JOHN ADAMS opens lo reecivc a SON, who al-^o born a "lUbje^-l of a king had stood 
as a representative of his c mane i paled eounlr^', before principahue'^ and power?i, and had 
won by men I. and worn withoul repnoach, iKe honoisof iKe Republic. 
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FiT»m 1hal 'iccnc, ^i ] mf>r4!i»iij vc jn Use If, ancl imprc^^ivc brcaus^ ]l never before 
hB[>[>cncd aiKlcBFi never biappen a^ain. v^c have come up to 1biis plB4.e surn^ u nded v^Jth 
tbte decern draper> of publte mournLng, on b day }x\ ap^rt by JulturEly. to recile 1he 
Kjstory oriKec]tizen, wtv, vn the npcne'&of age, and fulcK^thoF honors, ha'f iKus 
descended 1a hff rai It ]sfil to do so, beciLfiC i1 I'i by stEh eiiercise'^ 1hal nat]OFK 
regenerBte the]r eBrly ^irtue'f jrid rene'A' [heir conslilul tons All natjons luuM perpetually 
rcnovale their virtue'f Bnd the]rconst]tuliunh.ar pensh. Ne^er wbs there more need lo 
rcnov ale ours thBR now, when we "leem lo be pi.'&Lng from the ^BFe old policy of peace 
and nHHlerBtiori inio aearecrof eonqne^l and niBrtjal renov^n. Never was [he duty of 
prcser^'in^ our free ]nMUution'i in all Iheirpunty, more obvious than il is nov^ when Ihcy 
KBve become beacon'^ to mank]rid m whal scenui lo be i generBl d]E'»lLitkon of the]r 
ancient 'iOC]aL systenL*^. 

The hi^tor>> of JOHN QUINCY ADAMS is one ihat opens no new Iruth in the 
ph]Losophy of vtrlLje; for [here i'i no undiscovered I ruth in thil philosophy. Bui il is a 
hjstor^' thBt sbtenis jnBrvellousconf]rm4lion on maxima which all mankind know, irid ycl 
are pn^ne to undervalue and forget. The ex b I led c hi rac 1er be Fo re us v^bs Formed b> 1he 
combinBtion of v i d ue, courage, BE^idiiil>, and modcfly under fBvorabte condilEons, wilK 
riBtive talent andgen]tEi and ilLustrBte^ iKe Iru1h. Ihat in morak bs ]n nalure, stmplie]ty is 
the chief etemenl oF the sublime 
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John Quinc> .Uanu: was roduiiBtc in his lineage; in iht period^ Brid in the place of 
Kjs rial]vt1y. in all Ihc c i re UEnsti fk^s uf cduc aE]on^ ]n the age bckI cuuntr> in which he 
li^cd^ in the ]ncidcnb^ mh well a.'f iKeocra^iioFKDf his public service; and in the period 
and manner or hi'f dca[h. Hr ^4}^ b descend Brit fTDm one of the Purttan planters of 
Massachusetts^ jnd a son of the most iritrcp]d actor in the RevoLulion of Independence. 
Qumcy. Ihe pliceofhis b]Flh is a plain, bounded on the we'fl by towering grBmIe hills^ 
andswepi w 1 1 KduT defenc c by ever> wind from Ihe ocean Eu "hjiI in ancienC times wis bs 
sienle mi^ ]tsclimite is always ngorouh 

Bom on 1he eleventh d4> of July. 1767. tn the hour of the agilaiioriof rebel hori^ and 
reared within "fighl ind "^und of gathering wir. Ihe eirltesl political idcBS he received 
were such i"^ John Adam'f I hen ultered~"We must fighl." "Sink orswtm— li^e or die— 
sun'i^e or pensh with m> country, ]s my unalterabEe delerminal]on " A mother rervcntl> 
p]otEi and eminenl m ]ntelLectijal gifts, di reeled with more Ihan mUerml issiduity ind 
solic][ijde ihe education of him who was to render he r own name immortal 
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Nc^crquilc divorced fmin home, yc^ Ewtcc, i rid for fong periods tn hih youtbi, 4 visHor in 
Buropc^ he cnjo>cd alw4>'f iKc p^rcnt^l di^icipLjnr of otic uf Ihc rutindrrs of the American 
Si ale. and often llicda]ly cori^cn>at]oriorFrankL]n and Jefferson, and combined travel in 
Fnnce^ 5p4]n^ England^ hJoLland^ DenmBrk^ Sweden^ ind Russlb. jnd even djplomBtic 
CTficricncc ^itti Ihc tnstruction'f of these hooL± of Pins, of the UnivcFMt> at Lc>dcn^ jnd 
ot Harvard Lrii]ven>it}' al Cambridge^ and all ibic?^ inf Luenccs^ fel I upon him al a pcnod 
when hjs country^ 1hen opening ihc way to humBR libert> Ihrough tnals of firr, fixed the 
allenl]onof mBnlzind 

The e^lat>L]shnienl of the Republic oflbic Lrn]lcd Staler of Amcnca^ ]e the mosl 
imporlBnt "^CLiUrevenl in iKe hk^lory of Ihc human rjce. It did not dfc'^nlangLe Ihc 
cc^nfLbcd theory of the angiri of Government, but cut Ihrough Ihc hi^nds of power 
e^Lstjn^ by pre^tc rj ptio n . al a blow^ and Ihusdireilly ind immediilely affecled the 
op]nLons And 1bte Bctjans of men ]ri every part of the civjlized "Aiurtd. [t 4n]mjted iKcm 
everywhere to seek freedom f rom dc^pol]c power Bnd anslutrBtic re^lrainl Whenever 
and wherever the> hBve since moved, cither b> peaceful BgilaE]arior by physic Bt torce, 
to meltorBte sj^temi of govemmc nt, whclher tn France 4t I Kc close of Ihc Lbs1 century, or 
afterward on the second subvcFscon of 1 he elder branch oflhe Bourtnns, or in the recent 
o>erthiow of Ihc cocbtilutjonal k]n^, or in TrclBnd. or in En^lind or in llal> or in 
Greece or tn 5ouEh AmencA, ^ hether 1 hey stEcceded or failed, there, in the tumuhor in 
the "flnre, wi.'f I Kc sp irit of the American Resolution. 
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"Tt gi^c an example ofj ^rca1 p^oplc^ iml merely cm anci p al] ng ihc nutcl^ c!i , but 
governing iKcmsclvc^ ^ithi^ut cUKcr^ manairh tocontroL^ or an in^tucrocy lo restrain 
thrm and i t demo n^il rated . for iKc fin\ time in tht h]btary oflKc worlds contrary Id the 
prcdirtioji^ ind thconcsof spcrulalivt phj losophy . thBt i grca1 nalion^ \^' hen duly 
prepared- iscBpabLe of !iclf-governmcnl by purely republican lil^Ij tu! loh^ " 

But Ihe estBblishmcrit of the Amenc^ri Repub[ic was Idd greal an achievement Id be 
made bII at Druze. It was adr^maornvegrjnd Bcl!i^ each Df which ftlted acDn.'fiderable 
period, Bnd cilLed upDR the 'ilage blIdi^ of peculiar powers and d]!itingijjshed virtiici 
Those acts were, colonfczaE]on. prepBral]on, resolution, organizal ion, consolidation. 

Two of the^e acts were closed before John Qui ncy .\dams was born The third, ihc 
revoLulion, ihesKorte^l of ihcm all, dizzies the conlemplalion by 1he rip]dtty and I he 
martial charBcler ofits incidenl"^ The fourth, the or^ani/alionof IheGovcrnmenl. by the 
splendors o^ genius clicUed, Bnd the ret]city oflhe new fonn ot govcrnmeni presented, 
sali^ffies the 'fupeTficia[ ]nquirer thai, when Ihe Consttlution had been adopled. nolh]ng 
remained lo perfect 1he greal achievement Bui other nal]ons have had successful 
revoLulions. and hBvesel up free constilutjony and have yet sunk Bgatn under 
reins ]^rateddesi>ol ism. TheCONSOLIDATEON oflhe American Republic— the 
crown]ng act— occupied forty >ears. reBching from 1789 lo ] S29. During thit penod, 
John Quirtc> .\dam^ pBrticipBted cont]niially in public affBirs. and ull]mately becBme 1he 
pnncipaL aclor. 
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The new Government ^i-as purtly an cspcnmcnt- In oppo'i]tiori to the f]Tcd hjb]['f of 
mankind^ ]E c^ilablisKcd suffrage praclicBLly umvep^iJ^ ind rc[>rfsf nl atjo ri so perfect lKa[ 
not one LcgffhBtivc Hou'fe only^ bul both Hou'^e'^; not Icgi'f I B[ivc officers onl> but iJL 
office r?i, CTCcuti^e. mtTiJ^lcriaL andoerijudLcul^ were L]]Fectl> or indircclly elected b> 
the people. The longci! te rm of! he senato rul Irii^l wi^ bul mt ycBri and Ihe shorlesl 
only Iwa, iruil even 1b»e lenure of the erecuti^e power v^bs only four > cars Thi"^ 
Government^ belrayingso much popular jealousy, was invcfled wilKonly s[>eeial and 
km] ted *iOvc reign ty The conducl of merely mLinLeif>al affBiis was distntujted within the 
Slater, among Governments even more popular I Kan Ihe federal structLire^ and w]thoul 
whoRC e^cr-renewed fiuppod thil structure muM fall. 

The Government iKus corvittluted.^o new.ho compleT and Brtific]al. v^B!i to be 
consohdBted in Ihe mid'fl of dLff]cultLeh at home^ ^nd of dBngeis abroad The 
cocbUlution had been adopledonly uponconvLctions ot ah^olutc rteccs^iJty^ Bnd w]lh 
ev ancient dj^po'fitLon.'f of compromL'fe. By nearly half of the people it was thought too 
feeble lo susCBin itself, and secure Ihe righl'i for v^ hit h govemme nts are kns[]tuled imong 
men By 4*^ many l1 was thought liBhLe to be (.onverled ]nto Bn over-shadowing 
de^polfc'fm^ more fonnidible and more odioLb than the monarchy v^h]4.h had been 
subverted. 



Hi 
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TKcst CO nfl ic [] Rg op I nio n.^ rc^'tjlcd themselves en Ie^c discoidiRce upon every importiot 
qucMcon of admi m!i tri1 con and were made iKe bi.'iis of parl]e^, which soon bct^amc 
jcBlotc> and i rrecoTic 1 1 abtc . and ultiinatcly irivetcrale^ jtilI even i ri fioine degree di'floy al. 

Tbi«ie domcfitbc feuds were aggrav^led b> pernicious tTifl uences f rom Europe In ibie 
pnjgress of wcslernc]VLli£Btiori_ the rial]ons of the e*nh had become siwial The new 
Republic couLl noT^ like 1 he Celestial Empire, or [hBt of Japan, confine H^elf wtlKin its 
own boundaries, and ci^ist without niUonal i riterco urie [l had enlered tbu: tBmily of 
riBtion^. Eu1 the [K>sjt]ori lI v^be 1o a'&ume^ Brid the advanla^es it was to be allowed to 
enjoy^ were yel to be ascertained and r]Med H*^ independcRce confessed lo beonl> b 
ctoublfuL eTpeririienI al Kome^ was nalurally iKou^ht ephemeral in Euiope. [ts example 
WA.'f om] EiD LIE , and iKe European PoweTS wfcllirigly belteved iKat ird]scoLjntenBm.ed and 
bBffled. ^mertca would "ojon relapse ]nto coloniBL ^ubjugBtion Such prejudices were 
k^unded in 1he filled habits of society. Not only the thirteen colon]es^ but the whole 
AmencBn hem]^phere^ hBd been governed b> European Si ales from iKe penodofits 
d]SiCovery. The ver> !ioil belonged lo the [rBn-s-Btl antic mon*rchs by dL«o>ery,orb> 
ccclesi B^tbc al g]fE. Dominion over] I Btl ached by divine ngh! to their person-^ and drew 
afler t1 obkigat]on] of tnal tenable alleg]ance upon those who becaEne ttu: jnKabitanLi ot 
tt»e new world. 
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The new world was irmlctd cl]vidrcl bcCwtc n d i ff c rcnE powcp;, but ihc syittm of 
go^crnmcnl wjs 1hc "fainc ll wi^i Bd mini'^lcrcd for the bcnFr]E ot the pBrcniBL SiBic alone 
Each power pTDh]E>Llcd jJL torcign IradL' with it^Colontc^, and ilL ]ntcrcaLiF^c bdv^ccn 
tbHMn andathcr [>LBrit4lbons^sLi[>phicd its Colonics with wKal thc> needed From abroBd. 
intcrdided 1hcir manur^cturc^ and nu^napohzcd Ihrir trBdc The previleTiccoflhis 
■^ystc m aver Ihc whale cantjncnl o\ -\mertca *nd tbw Bdjicenl isLBnds prevenled all 
cnlerpnze tn the colonte^i discounted ail improvement^ jnd retarded I Ke fcr prog ress to 
independence 

The Anienc*n Revo I ul ion sundered the^c bond^ only !iO Tar b!i thc> (.anfiJied [hirCeen 
ot the Ent]sh Colonies, and teFt I he remaining Brilish dominion"^, Bnd Che conlineni, fiDm 
Georg]a Bround Cape Horn to ihe r^orthem Ocean, under the SBnie thrBlnJi^m bs before. 
Even iKe United Stales had Btlamed only phystcal independence The moral influence'^ of 
the coloniBl system oppresjicd them "iliiJ Their IranJe their L*ws_ the i r « ]ere. e _ thL-ir 
Ihteriture, their sociil connection^;, their ecc Lesc B!i1 ic b [ re 1 41 tons, I he ir m b nners and I heir 
hBhil!i, were stEl[ coloniBh and I he ir 1 houghts coni i nuail y cl ung around Ihe ancient and 
majesttc Slale!i of the Eastern Continent. 

The Amencin RevoLulion, so h4ppiL> concluded here, bioke out in France 
simLjllaneousL> wi1h ihe beginning of WBshjnglon'^ Bdmbn]^tra1bon. 
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The French na[]on f>aH»«l in fiflccn >cars Tn^m ibsiilutc tlcspoU^in under Loul^ XV|. 
tbirau^h ilL 1bw: phBscs of democracy 1o a mjLjtBry tkspotiiim under NapoLcon BonipBrtc, 
and retained thn^ugh all thc^c changes^ only lwocharacten!itkC!i~ijnce4.'fing ferucity of 
FaLlion^ End incnzasing violence of aggre^!i]ori ag4]rvit foreign Stiles The scandal oflhc 
French RevoliilLon fet] back upon the LTnited Slates of -America, who v^ere re^aided as 
the f] rst di'f I Lirbeis of ihc ancienl 'foc]al !i>'flem The pnncipil European riiunarchs 
combined, under 1 he guidance oF England^ lo arrc^l the p rcsumptuous c b rec r of France 
and exi I rpi te democrBcy by iKesv^ord. Noerthele-^. Ihe rcpubJicBncBuse. bmv^ever 
od]ou> m Europe, was our nal]anai ciu.'fe. The "fympHhies of a large porlion of the 
AmericBR people could nol be wilKdrawn from Ihe French riaE]on. which aLw ays cl ai med, 
even when maishalled ]nto legion.'f under the Copfican conqueror^ lo be fighting tbte 
b all I e^ of freenJi^m; v^hile on the otbter'fide^ iKe c]tizens v^ho regaided mnc^valion i.'f 
woise Ihan l>ranny^con'fLdered England irid her 4lt]es a'f engaged i ri su.'f I b mi rig the cause 
of order, of government. andofsociet> ]tielf 

The I me already dn^n bel^een iKe .American people m regBrd Eo the]r organ]c law 

riBturBll> became Ihedivjdmg I me oF the popular^^ympithLes m IhegrcBt European 
conn]cl. ThLi*i deeply fijrrov^cd. thBt I me bccime "i greal gulf ftied." The Federal p*rty 
unconsciously became an English pBrty, BllKough i1 indignBoEly disowned the epithel, 
and the Republic in part> became a French pirt^, il though wtthequil sincerity it denied 
the gross impede hnieni 
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Each bcH]gtrcrit ^i-as Chu^ cnccmragcd to hope nomc a]d Trom the Unilcd Stites, tKroiigh 
tht cvcr-E^ApcLlcd IriLjmphor]^^ fncnds. while bolKcunccivcd cantc mp tuoici opinions of 
a people who from too eager interest ]ri a foreign fny _ suffered their own n^Uonil rights 
to be tnmpled upon wUh impun]ty b> 1hc contending Slales 

Waihin^ton set I he new mBchine of government in molion. He formed his cabinel of 
rctogni?ed leaders of the advepie parties HamiJton End Knox of the Federal parly were 
bBlBnted b> JeFfcPiiin ind Randolph of 1 he adverse pirly "Wi^hinglon look part wi1h 
nefclher^ bul held the bats nee between them wUh Ihe ^crupuLou.'f jusliec wh]ch marked his 
loft> nBturc " On 1he 25lhof -^pnl, 1793, he anm^unced the neutrfllity of the Uniled 
Slater between 1he bel[]^rents_ and hi"^ deci^iion. wjthi^ul winmn^ the resper t of e i the r, 
exuipented both EBch invaded our nation bL n^hts mi^re FLigrantly then before, and 
eTcused I he injLE>tice by I he pleaof nece'Ziary re tali 41 ion Bgain'fl lis Bdversary^ End each 
Found wihjng apologists tn asympalhi/jn^ faction ]nourown4.ountr>. 

Commerc]al and pat]t]C4l relaliocb were lo be e'ilat>L]shed bel^een Ihe Uniled Stite^ 
and the BuiopeBn Powers in thi*^ "^ e aso n of confl ie1 Mini^flers v^cre needed who could 
maEnlain and vind]C4te b broad ihe same impBrtiaL]ty pracli'ied by Washington al home. 
There wi.'f one ci1 i£en em] neni I y qualified for'fuch b tni'fl insixh b (.onjuncture P^eed I 
sjy th^t c]lizen wa'f ihe younger Adam.'f^ Bnd thit Wi.'ihingtan hid 1he "iigBcity Id 
d]scoverh]m'' 
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John QuEiicy .^d^nu: ^ucc^s^^ivcly CDinplclcd m]^'fion5: b[ The Hague and Jt Bcrlcn, in 
tht period fciiTcn'cii]rig b^l^ccn 1794 julI LSOI w]th "lUch advanlagc b nd h ucrc^i'f ^ 1hal in 
LS02 Kc ^I'as honored by his naE]vccommoriwcaLlh w]th b !ica1 as her reprc^cnlalivc in 
the Scnitc of the Untied Scutes The tnsults offered lo our country by the bellt^erenbi 
increB^ed in if^ravilEon bs the contesi between iKem became more violent Bnd 
convulsive France, in ] S04^ laid astde even the nime ^nd Forms of a Republic, and the 
fiist CO nsnl ^ dioppi rig the embLenb oF populBr power, placed the long-coveted d]adem 
upon hjs brow where Usjewe]"^ "^pirkled Bmon^ Ihe iBureK he had ^I'ori tn 1he conquest 
of It^ly Wjsh]rigton\ idmini^lralion hid pBssed awBy^ leaving the AmencBn people tn 
sullen discontent John AdBnvi had "fiEceeded. and hBd aloned by the los'f of po'A'er fo r 
the oftence he had gjven by cbuhjo^ a juht bul unavailtng "Aiarlo be dcclB^s^J B^ainM 
France. Jefterson wii at the head of Ihe Gove rnmenl, he thi^ught the belligerents might 
be reduced to Jorbearance by depriving 1hem of ourcommerciBL contribution.'f of 
supplie^^ and recommended Fiist BnembBrgo. and then non-i ntercourye Brita]n wbs an 
insulir and France a continent*] power The eff ec t^ of 1 hese measures ^I'ould therefore be 
more severe on iKe former than on the I alter, and^ ijnh4ppiL> the> were more i±ev ere on 
our own country IhBnoneilher ot the offenders 

16* 
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M K^achusf Its ^^B!^ the chief comnicrciaF 5la[c lti Ihr Uncon. She !iBW the niiriof hrr 
commerce ]rivolvcLl in iKc pohc y uf J ct Fcrso n . and rcganlcd 1 1 as an unworthy corKfssion 
to iKc LE>Lirpcr of 1 he French throne [n Ihj^ emergency John Qui nc> Adam.'f turricd his 
bock on \1 ass Bc hifictl^ . and iKrcv^ inio the upnsingscilc of tht Bdminislralion^ I he 
wc]gKt ofhj^ til^nl'^ and orhi'f already fm]ncnE fame. M i.'&arhii'f e1 ts in^trcElcd iKc 
rccw>anl to rccani He rcfusfd 1o ubcy^ and resigned hj^ pi ice. hJis change of pol]t]C4l 
[editions astounded the cuLjntr>^ and^ with the cus1umar> charity orpirti'firizeaL was 
atlnhutcd to venality i1 l^i no^ veen by l£i in iKe i]^ht reflected upon ]t b> 1he h4b]tiJ4l 
indcpenderKe unqnc^l toned pLiril> and lofty pjIrLolismofhis whole life; and Ihuiiseen^ 
conM t1 tilci only the hn\ marlLed one of ma n>' instances wKere]n he broke Ihe green 
^HbKS which party fastened upon Kim^ and mijntained 1he caiEteorh]SLUuntr> referring 
the care of his fime to God ^nd 1a ^n ]mpant4l |HV>terjt>. Like D ec i mus B ru tw>^ whom 
Juliw>Cae'f4r'^aluled Among his exec ut]oners v^Jth Ibu: ci^Llamalion ''Ef Iai^ fi^fF^^" John 
Qutncy Adams was not unfailKfLiL bul he could nol beobhged where Ke was not left 
frc*. 

Jeffen^ri relii^ in ISO?^ leaving to hi'f 'fucces'^or, the "^holastic ind peace- Loving 
Madison, tbu: perilous JegAcy of perplexed foreign relations, and embj tiered domestic 
feuds. 
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GrrBt BritJ]n now filled Tht measure ofcxa'^ptrBtionK^ b> ]ieolciitly ^iCBrchEiig Dur 
vcji-^clson the high ^itBS and impr«i'^]n^ inlo her marine all w Ko m !i Kc chose losiispccl 
of Kavtng been bom ]n bter bIIc^.i4iicc^ even iKou^h they had rerioLirKCLl n and had 
a^>Mjmed the relatjon^ of -\ ine nc an c] E]:ceii'f . War was there furc ]mmiricnt and inevitable 
Ruw>ia wa"^ 1hcn coming tor^inJ to 4 pos]tio nor commanding ]nnijence in Eun^pe, ind 
her youthJu] Empertjr Alexander had wt>n, by hih chivilroid bt*rin^, iKc respect of 
mankind. John Quincy Ad^mj; ^4}^ wfc'^ly scnl by the United SlaEcfi to e^itabli^K 
relation.^ of amily wjCh 1he great power of the North ind while he w*"^ 1hii*i engaged the 
fUmc^of Euiopean war^ which had been so long averted^ involved h]sown countFy. War 
wa'f declared against Grc^t Britain 

[t wa^jw>t. ] t was rietes'far>. Yet it was a war ih at d^red Gre al Britain 1o rc-i.'fsfrt her 
ancient '^Yvere]gnt>. [t was a war^ilh « powers hose wealth and credit ^ere practically 
I ne:^ hi ii'f 1 1 bic ^ 4 power whose nivy rcKle unchecked o^cr jJh the "leas, and who^e 
impregnable g arri'^ons enc i rcled I he globe 

Aga]n5t such i power the wir wi» waged by a nation that had no1 yel accumulated 
weallh no r est* bl ished credit^ nor even opened avenuci "lUitible for trin.'f porU n^ 
muintjanh of war thn^ugh itsexlended 1em tones— thil had only the germ of a navy^ an 
inconsiderable army^ and not one snb'fEaritiaL fortrc^ Yet such a war^ under such 
circumstances, was denounced as unnecessary and unjusl. though for no belter rea'oin 
than becju.'fe grealerconlumelies had been endured at lhe hind'f of France. Thu*^ a 
domestic feud^ ba^ed on the very queslionoflhe war UseLJ, en^rvited Ibve nil ion a I 
MrengCh, and encouraged tbu: might> adveisary. 
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The desperate valordisplj>ccl al Chippcwj and Lundy^ Ljnc_ al Fort Enc brcI 
Platl'^burgh^ and the bnlliBnt ^jclonfs ^'on incoiH^sEs belv^ccn single ^Kiph of WBFon Ihc 
occiJi and armed flccK on 1hc latt^, ^ i rid ic b ted the miLjtBry prow ess of 1 he U ruled 
Slates but bn^ught u^ no deci'fivc ^d^Britige \ siis[>fnstoii of the conflict in Europe 
Followed Napolciin\ djsB*ilrous invasion of Rus^Ib. ind Itf1 America Blonc opposed to 
hcrgrcBt Bdvcr^ary. Pciti: was ncccssBry, because Ihc niUonil crcdil v^b!i CTbiaustcd— 
because the forturtts of the \^'ar \^'cre inc lining a^a]n^1 kCi—and because I Kc opposi I lun lo 
It wa^ ripcnhiig ]nto disorgBnj/]ng LounciL^- Adams hBd prep Bred I he \^'ay by secLinng the 
mediBtion of Alexander. Thcn^ jn IhBt cnlicBl periods issue iB ted ^ith RkE>sell, Biyard^ 
the leimed and ver^Btile GalliUn^ Bnd the eloquent ind chtvilnc CLiy, he negotiited 
^Llh fiTTTiness "AiHh asMdutty^ ^^'ith pBtjencc. and withconsummHe Bbil][> adFf]n[live 
treBty ofpeace—a Irealy ofpeice "A^hLch. although l1 omiHed the causes uf I he wbt 
already obsolele^ saved andeslahlished andcouf]rmed in its whole integnty 1he 
independence of the Republic— a treity of peace thit yet endures^ and. we wjLJingly hope^ 
may endure forever 
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Aflcr ruFf]Ming j ^ub^^qucnt mi^'^coii b[ the Court of St Jamc":^ 1tic picir]citorcnlcrcd 

tf»c domc^Ur service t>f iKc couiHr>' as Sc(.rctar> ot Slate in the idmini^lralionof Jimcs 
Manrue; and 4t iKc cxp]raliunoriKat admLiu^triUon became PrcsidtiH oflKc Lrii]tcd 
Slates. He Btlaincd the Korioni of 1hc Republic at tbw age of f] fCy-^ic^ e ri_ en the fody-mnih 
yearot i ndcpe ruile rc e He wi^ ^Lx1h lji the "lUcccssjun^ jnd wUh him closed the line of 
Chjef M a^L'ilratcs -wt^ had rendered tu Iheir country some trkbule of tbiekr talenLi ]n civil 
or mililaFy service ]ri Ihe wirof ETidependcncc 

John Quinc> .^^niii^ on entering civeI hfe, had found iKe Republic un.'flabte He 
rehred in LS29, leaving it firmly eslabljsKed 1 1 W4i± iKus h]E happy fortune to preside at 
the compFetfcou of th^t ^ork of consoLidat]ori^ the begiuu]ng of which wai± I he end ot the 
I abors of W as hi nglon_ 

John Quinc> .^am.^ engaged jr ch]"^ grea' v^ork while >et in pnvite lifc_ in I793_ He 
showed to h]s Fellov^-cili/cns in 4 "^ene^ of c^^a>'s, I he inBbil]t> of the French people lo 
mahntairifree institLit]ons at 1hal tiriie^ and the consequ^nl necevsUy of American 
neutrality in the Europe^ ri ^ 4 r Thc^e publicalions aided Wi.'f hi rigton so much the more 
beciu'ic 1hey inlicipaled his o^ndeci'fion- ^danis suMaincd the same great cause v^heri 
he strcnglbtened the admhnistralionof Jeftcniori against the p rept^nderati rig influence of 
Great Brit^jn 
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Hi": dip lorn jTec ^cn'crc^ in Holland JTid Rus^iu ^ccurcd^ Bt a critical pcricnd, a rBvorabFc 
comidcriUon ]n the Courthof \ho\c cauntrjcs. which conduced to I he same end and h]s 
briLJum sucrc^^ in restoring peace to the country so !ioreL> prcs^L-d reliocd bwr tnjm her 
enemies. rcB^i'fured Ker^ jnd gBve lo sceptical Europe cone I w>hve proof Ihit her 
republican ] nh1 l1 u tio n'f "A^ere destined to endure. 

The idminislralionof JohnQuinc> .^im^i blends so fcntfcmBtely v^wh thit of Monroe^ 
]n which Ke was chief Mini'fleF^ lKal no dhviding line can be drawn belween iKem Adanu 
may be EBid^ wittioul derogat]an from the fBme of Monroe, to hive swayed iKe 
GoveTTiment dnnn^ hfc'f pre!i]denc> ind wi1h equBl Iruth, Monroe may be admitted to 

have com Lnued his admjnistrBtion thiough I hat ot Ki^ ^ncc elisor 

TKecDn.'»L]dalionoriKe Repubhc required 1hal Faction should be e t tj ng u isbted. 
Monroe began lKisdLrf]cul1 I ask caiJtioiisL>^ Bnd pursued i1 with good effect. John 
Quincy -\dBmscompleled ihe ichicvement ThedignH> and mode ral ion wKicK marked 
h]s accept B nee of the Kj^hcst Iruht which a free people could confer, beauli fully 
foreshadov^ed the magnanimity wilK which it was lo be discharged. He confessed 
h]mself deeply hensibte of Ihc cireumst^nces under whhcK il had been conferred:-- 
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AH my prcdccc^^ajm Jhc ^j]dl ha^c been honored with mBjontin>of chc electoral 
vo]cc^, ]n the pninBry colleger. It hi.'f been my fortune to be plBted, b> the Lljvisionsof 
■^cntLment prevailing amon^ our conn! ry men on thi'f occasion mcompetjtjon. friendly 
and hare^rabLe. v^Jth three oF my fel [ow-c itfczenh . all juslly enjuytng^ ]neni]nen1 degrees^ 
tht public Favar^ andcf wKo^e worth, tilenl^ and sen' ices, nuonr enterta]n^ a higher and 
more respectful sense iKan myself The riame^ of two of them were, ]n the fultilment of 
tbH^ pK)>]Sjansof the cunsUtutiori. pre^>enled to the ^ielectun oflhe Mouse of 
Re p rcseni aE]vci>_ in concurrerKe wt1h my o\^'n_ names closely a^ocLBted with I he glory 
of the riaE]ori_ and one of Ihem farther recomme ridcd by 4 larger m^jarHy of Ihe primary 
elecloFBl suffrages than mine In iKis state of tKm^. could my refusal to accepi Ihc trust 
thu*! delcgaled to me give an opportLinit> to iKe [>eople lo form and 1oexpre'a>, ^'\\h a 
nearer appro Bch lo urianimjty, Iheobjecl of the i r pre ference, I "should nol btesilate lo 
decline Ibu: BcceptanceoriKisem]rient chaise, and lo sijbni]t the decision of thiii 
mtjmenlous que-^Uon Bgam to iKetrdetermmBtiori 

It argued a noble con'K]ousnes'f of virtue to expres'f, on "^uch anocca^on, so 
LngeniHYUsL> tbte criu^tjons ot a^enerouh ambition 

He d]spla>ed the S4 me great quality no les*^ wbten he called to iKe post of chief 
MinjMer, ]n spile of clamon> of corruption Eieniy Clay, I hat one of ht^ late rivals who 
alone ami^ng his countrymen had ihe iaicnts and gcnerosily which the re^ponsibElithcs of 

ttte periiHl exBcled 

John Quinc> .^d^ms 'fignaL]zed his accession lo the post of dingeroujs ekvat]on by 
avow]ng the sentimenls concem]ng parlies b> which he wa'f inflex]t>l> governed 
throughout his Bdmin]stralion:~ 

Of ihe iwogreBt polilical ponies | he said] which have divided the opinions ind 
feeling of our country, ihe candid ^nd 1he jleI ^'lU now admit, IhBt both have 
contributed "splendid laLents. spotFes'f integnty, b relent patriotism and di'f mlercf led 
sicrfcfice'f, lo the foTTUBCion arul Bdministralion ot 1he Government and IhBt bo1h have 
required a liberBl indulgence for b p<)rtionof human jnfirni]t> Bnd enor. 
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The rcvolulionar> wjp; of Euiopt, commencing precisely Jt I he moment when the 
Government of 1he Untied Stiles fira1 went ]nto operation under 1 he con-^IHuUon ere i ted 
collisions of bentimenfi^ End oF ^y rii[>al h le'f ^ which kindled aJI 1he pis'iion'i iricl 
emhtttered the conflict of partie*^^ 1ilL 1he nil ion was involved in w^r. and iKe Umon wbs 
shaken to its centre. This t]me of ItibI embraced a penodof flve-inLl-twenty >ears, 
dunng wh]ch the pnhcy of tbw Union jn Us relBtiorL-i wUh Eurof>e consliliited 1he 
principal bB^]sof ourov^n politic b[ divisions^ ind Ibu: mo'fl ardtuuh part of action of 1 he 
Federal Government- Wilh the (.itastrophe in which the wira of the French Resolution 
tenninated^ Bnd ourov^n "subsequent peace withGreal Bnlatn, this baneful weed of pirty 
si rife wt^ uprooled From iKat time no difference of principle, connccled with tb»e 1b»eory 
of governmen1,or wilhour tnteicouiiie with foreign nil ions, hi"^ existed or been cil Led 
forth in force "sufficfcent 1o su'slam b ci^nlinued comb mil ion of parties, or gis en more 1han 
wholesome animation lo public sent]menl or Legislative debite. Our polit]4.4l creed, 
wUhout 4 dissenting vo]ce th^t cjn be heBrd. I'i iKbE the will of I he people is the source, 
and the happiness of 1 he people i^ the end_of ill legilimBCe governmen! uponeirth— iKbI 
ttH^ bcs1 security for the beneficence, and iKe be^l guaranly agijnsi the abuse of power, 
consists tn the freed[>m, Ihe purtty. and iKe frequency of popular elections. Thai the 
General Government ot the Union and iKesepirale Governments of 1 he StBtes, Bre bII 
sovereignlies of legitimate pov^en fellow servants of the SBme masters, uncontroHed 
wUhin 1heir rcspeclive spheres— untontrollBblc by cncioachmentsoneicholhcr If there 
KBve been I hose v^ho doubled wtwlher 4 confederaled represent b live democracy v^bs a 
government competent 1o the v^]se *nd ortlerly manage men1 of I Ke common concerns of 
a mighty nalion, iKose dnubts have been dispelled If lKere hBve been projecff of pBrtial 
confederacies lo be erected upon the ruins of the Union, they have been sc 41 te red lo the 
wbnd"!. ]f there have been dBngeroiCi altichmenis 1oone fonzign nation and inlipBthies 
againsi am^lher, I hey hive bee n e\ tj nguished. Ten yeBFSof peice Bt hi^mc and ibnnad 
have BS'fijaged the animo'fitiesof po[itical conlen[]on and blended ]nto hBrmony the most 
d]scordant elemenls of public opinion There "iiiU rem Bins one effort of magn4n]mhty, 
one s ac nf ice of prej ixJbce ind pBssion. to be made by the indLVjduak throughout iKe 
UBtion who hive tteretofnre followed 1he "itBndardh of poL]tical pady 
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It is thai of disc J rd I ng f ^ c ry rcmnanl of rincor agjiitst each other of cmbrBccng, as 
countrymen and rriciKt>. and of > jcid] nf [o lalcnK jrid virluc alone IhBt co rif i dc rice 
^hich. lh thni«> of conlcn[]on for prirKiple^ was bellowed only upon Eho'fc who bi^rc the 
bodge of pan> communiori 

During the admtii]str4lLOTi of John Qutncy Adams he was rcBlly Ehc Chief 
MagisUalc HesubmHted ricLlherhis reason nor hi'f corwience lo the control of any 
pBrtJsaricjbal. No mm wi.'f Bppo]nted toorf]cc inobcd]ence Id polilicaLdiclation, and nu 
fakthful pubhc "^ervBrit was proscribed The re'iuLl rewarded his m4gnBnLm]ty. Fiction 
ceiKcd to e;iist_ When South Carol En b_ a fev^ >ear> itterwaid^ assumed the very gn^und 
thai the ancient republican pBrty hid indtcaled as lawful andconKlilntconiL inLl cLBimed 
the rjght and po^er tosel aside withtn her own lLni]ts^ ic ts of Congren'f whtchshc 
pronounced void. becBUiC they CrBn'icended 1he Federal Buthority^ ^he called on the 
repub>Ljcin pBrt> Ihrou^hiL^ut Ibve Union ]n vain The dan^en^us heres> had been 
renounced forever. Since lKal time Ihere hBS been nosenous pnnject of b combinalion lo 
resist lhe I aw "^ of 1 he Union^ much Ic&of i con^pincy to "fubved Ihe Union it'feir 

WhBt Ihough the eLemenls of polHLcaL ^Infe remi]n'^ They are neccs^iiy for the life 
of free Slate*^. WhBt 1 ho ugh thenz sUJl Bre pirLie^ and the dm ind lurniiYLl of iKeir 
conte^l^ are cei.'f e le'&l y heard"^ TKey ire founded nowonquc^lionsof mere 
admbn]stratkDn^ or on the more ephemerBl qucflionsorpepranil menE. 
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Such pBn]cs arc dangcTDU'^ only En Thcdcchric^ nol m the ^igorof Republir";. Rome ^^b^ 
no longer fit For freedom, and nccnJccI b D]clator and 4 Sovereign, when Pompcy ind 
Caesar d]vided the LLU/ccb SVha1 though 1he Tna^nanimily of AdBnb v^b*^ rio1 
appree] a1cd, 4 rid Kis conlcmpor^nes preferred h]E militBF^ competitor in the "lUbsequeiH 
cLectJori'^ The ^^ordg^lheis none bul ripe TfulIs. and iKe mi^^M^sof Briy peopLe w]ll 
SL^metiines prefer them to 1he long malunng h^rve^t, whteK the slale^menof the livtng 
ge ner^l ton'f sov^ to be reaped by the]rscKec^'»r> For all I his Adam^ c^red not. He hBd 
CTtingui!ihcd iKc fictions whieh For fort> ycais hid endangered the Slale He had lefl on 
tbH^ reconisof hi'flory instructions and an example teaching ho^ fBctJon could be 
overthrown, md Kiscounlry might rc^iorl to 1hem when dBngersbtoutd recur. Forh]msclf 
Kc knew v^cll none knew betler. Ihat 

^Hc who t^icencfc to moun! ai n- tops shall find 

The loftie!i1 peBks mosl wrapl inc]ou±> and snow. 
He who SLirpi.'fses or "f ubducf mankcnd, 

Mic>t look down on lbte hite of those below 
Though high ahoi^ the "fun of glory ^tow. 

And f^r beiix^t7lh the eirth ind oceiri spread, 
RiXAitjJ him are ic> roc^ks. and ]olxJL> blow 

Contending tempests on hi'f nBked head. 
And ihus rew*nH the totls which to tbwirsummH^ led.' 

The federal aulhoriE> hBd so long been ractcou'fly oppo'fed thit the popular rcspcci 
for lis laws needed to be renewed The Stalcof Geoigia presented I he fit occasion. Stw^ 
insisted on expelling, forcibly, remninis oF [ndun tribes within her Ijmil"^ in virlue of b 
trcBty which WIS ]mpc ached tor trauJ, Bnd cime forrevi'iion before the Supreme Court 
and the Senale 
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The Prc'ficlcnl mc[ the cmcrgcRcy ^'\\h boldnr'^ *ncl dcci!i]on The dtmoTL'flra[]on ihus 
g]vcn thai ^ood Fan bi should be prac1is«J^ Bnc1 the Lb^ hive its WBy. nu milter buv^ 
unequal tbte JlIi^iUti^ p b rtie^ . U[)cr4l«l tBvorat>L> lov^Brcl rcstonrif the moral inflLicncc of 
tht Guvcmmerit. That influecK-e all huu^bi ^o mcl i mcf e Kecked, has reecnlly iRcrcBsed in 
slrcnglh^ untJ the fedtnl lulKorily is tiniveTi±jli> regarded as finals and liberty agun 
walk^ Lunfideritly hand in hand wilh law 

JohriQiJ]ncy Adams "to^ed [ifice Brid ensued ]t." He loved peace as a Chnstian^ 
becju^e wir wi^ it enmit> wUh the sp]rLl ind pretep!^ of a religjon whjch he held to be 
d]vtne \'i a statesman Bnd nn^]s1ra1e, he Lo>cd pc*ce, because war w*.^ not merety 
injunou^ to national f>rosperht}' ^ but because w he1 her succesfiful or ad^er^e. ht wbs 
subveraiveof Itberty. Democrae]es are [>rone to war, Bnd war consumes I hem He 
Favored, tKeretore. all iKe f>hLlanEhrop]c efforts of Che a^e toculti^Bte the sf>bnC of peace _ 
and Eooked forwBrd v^]th berievoEent hope to Ihe uLltmate instituhonofa General 
Congress of UBtions tor the Bdjustment of1b»eirconlnj>eniie^_ Eul he was no vision Bry 
and no enl h usi as t. hJe knew that as yel v^ar v^b*^ oFten ine^] table— I hat pusillBnimjt> 
provoked il. and thai national honor wai± national property of the highest value; because 
i[ was Ihe best UBttouBl defence 
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He BdmLHcd only defensive war—but ttr d]d nut narruv^ly deflric it Mc held J^^r Tu be i 
defensive v^Br. v^h]4.h was wa^ed tusuMairi v^ hit could not be surrendered or 
ret] nqu isbwd w H Ko u t eo mp rtj misi ng 1hc ]ndcpendcnce the jLi*it influence or even the 
proper dLgu]ty oflhe 5tBte Tbiuh he hid supported the ^bt v^Jth GreiT B rH ai ri~ thus fcu 
later > ears bie sifi ti] ned Preside rit Jacb^n in biis bold demunitntion Bgam'fl FrBRce^ 
when that power wantonly [efuhed lo perfonn 1hc "il] puLi tion'f it hid ni±dL' in i treBty of 
indeTTiu]t>; and iKu^ he yielded his support lo whit was thoughl a warlike measure of the 
prcfteni admETi]Elralion in the dipLoiuatJC eoTitruversy wilh GreBt BntiineoucernhTig the 
Territory of O regon. The hvmg Brid the dead hBve muluaL ngbif^^ Brid therefore il mcbt be 
added iKal KecDH'fidered the present war wilK Mex]co b*^ u nnec e^isary^ uujLbt^ Brid 
criJTunal [i]^ opinion on thi^i excittug quc^lion j^ amt^n^ Ihose on wh]ch he referred 
hj nisei F to 1hal Future age which hesooftericonstitulcd the umj>krc bel^ecri hkmself lud 
hj!^ conlemporaries 

Wi[h such princ]pLe^ on the "fubjecl of war^ he regaidcd the cs>tiblishmeu1 of i syslcm 
of nat]oriaE defence a^i i rieee^'far> poliey for con.'Kthdal i ng iKe Republic. He prosecuted, 
tbierefo rc^ on b lirge scale^ 1he work oF fort j t ic atjo ri. and defended igBtnst popular 
oppo^LtHjn 1he in'fliCution for thecullivaE]oriof military ^ic]encc, whjch hBS so recL"n1t> 
Vindicated thi1 eBrLy fBvor Ihiough ihe learnings valor, palnohsin and humiu]t> exKibitcd 
b> iL± pupils on Ihe ficlckof Mex]co. 
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But ■ft][h thai J c alouj>y of ihc mil Ltary spent whcrh nc^'cr fop^ikcs the wl^c republican 
slatciman, he coo periled ]ri reducing Ihc irmy to Ihc lowc^l sc ale com riicnsu rale ^'\lh iK 
riccc^isary cffiojenc> 

[t was a V4]n ijilI LlBn^eroLb delu'fiDii |lic saidl to bclhc^c lliBt in the present or any 
probflblc condLUon of the wortd arommercc !iO eTtcns]ve b*i oupi could cx]st ^^'ilhou! Ihc 
contiriuaL suppnd of a nuhtary man ne— I Ke only arm b> "A^hLcK ihc power of a 
confederacy oo LiLd be cstiniBtcd or felt by foreign niUon.'f^ jruJ the only htaiid]rig Force 
which could never be dangerou'f lo our own Itbcrties 

The enlargcmenl of our na^y, under the influence of Ehcie opinio rw is among Ihc 
riiea'^ure'f of nation bL consolidation we owe 1o him and the instil ution For navjl 
education we enjoy ^ h^ i recent re^iul t of h]!i eariy sugge^ilions 

But John Qui ncy Adams relied for national secunt> Bnd pe^ce mainly on an 
en[]gKtened and broad s>'flem of civil |>ulic>. He looked Ihrou^h the fuCure combinalions 
ot Slales and studied iKe accidents [o which the> were exposed^ 1hal he m]gKt 
KeasonBbLy re move c atdes of future conflict Hisgeniu.'f^ when e;ierc]Kcd tn thts lofty 
du1y^ played la U^ naE]ve element. He had coidiaLly appioved the mea'iure'f by which 
WasKinglon had secured the free navigBtJonof Ihc MjWii-^ippj He Bpp roved I he 
acquisition of Loui'^iBna^ Bllhough wUh Jeffenmn he insisted on a prelimin^Ty 
amendment of 1hc conMilution For thBt purjHW>e_ He hBd no nanr^w bigolr^', concerning 
tbh: ^n] to which the iitititutjon"^ ot our falhcrs should becontjned, Bnd no IocbI prejudice 
a^ain'fl the]r extension in any dLrect]on required by I he publ]csecuril>, if the extenston 
shi^uld be mBde with jicitice^ honor, and hum^nily. 
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The icqu[S[t[on of LouiscBna had only go en u^ addcTionjI Ccrntory. fruitful ]n new 
commerce^ tu be c^po^cd to dan^cis which rcmijn to bcuvenzomc. 5 pi] n still po^^c^isfd^ 
bc^]dt lhc I'fLBricI arCuba^ the Pcnin'fulB of I he FLondaii. and iKu*^ held iKc kc>'SDrilic 
M L'lSLSsi ppi. The real independence. Ihe cominercial and Ihe moril independence^ of the 
Untied SCBte^, remained to be eftccled al the cfo^c of the Europein wapi, Bnd of our own 
war^itbi England Our political independence had beenconf]rmed and I hat wa'f ill. 
John Quincy .^ims Bddressed himselT bs Secrelary of Slate, lo the ^ijbver3]orior what 
remuned ot the caLonia[ ^^'ftem He co mriienced by in BL£ipi4.]aif purcha^ic of the 
Flondaii^ whtchgave u'f jniportarit m aril i me advanlagcf on 1he Gulfof Mex]co^ while it 
conlimicdour Atlanl]c "^e a- bo aid unbiokcn from Ihe Bay of Fijnd> to iKe Sabtne 

The cver-id^BRcing AmencBn Revolution ^is Bt Ibu: "fime lime opening the wi> to 
complele disinlhralmeni ThL" SpBmsh- American Provinces revolted, and ^e>en new- 
Re pub lies, wjth conslilution^ nol w]dely differing from our own— Buenos Ay res, 
Gualamili Colombia, Mertco. Chili, CentrBl Amen4.i. and Peru—Suddenly claimed 
audience Bnd admi'^'iion ami^ng Ihe niUonsof iKe CBrlh. The people of those conn tries 
were btil doubl Fully prepared to mBinlain 1 heir conies t for ] ndepende nee, or to support 
republican i m±l i tutioib 
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Hut on ihc ochcrsidc Spa]n w b^ cncrvjttd BmH dcrlLn]nE! She applied to Ihc Haly League 
of Euru[>f for tht]r a]d. and 1tic mrw Republics Eppkcd ti^ 1bic Unilcd Staler far IKbE 
rccugnition ^ hie h could nut tBil lo ]m[>an strcnglh The qucstjon v^bs iuo m^ niouii. The 
ancient coloniBL "fystcin v^4» Bt "ilBke. All Euirtpc W4i± iritcrcfited ]ri ma]nt4jnLng it. The 
Hol> League held ELiru[>e tBfit bound lo ihc rockofdc^polism^ and ^crc al L]ber1y to 
engage the Untied Stiles in a \^'ar fonhesubveision of their independence, if they 
should dare toexlend Ihcir b id or pTDteetun to Ihc rebclhoiis Colonics jn South America. 

Such a \^'ar would be a war of the two conti rienb>— in umvcpiil war_ Who couFd 
foretell il*^ tenn]nal]on, or]tsdreBd results '^ B ut the eniancipaE]oriorSpanL'fh America 
wi^ necessary for our own laiger Trecdoiu- ind our own complete security ThBt freedom 
and EhBt secunE> required thi1 the riat]ons of Europe "should reLi;^ the]r^ra'fpon iKc 
Amenc BR Continent The question wi-i lon^ and Bn\LousL> debaled The Amencin 
people hciilBted to hi7.aid, tor spec uLBtivc advinlages the incisures oF independence 
already obtained Mom~oe ind .^ims wi]ted cilmly and rjrmL>. The inipiHsioned voice 
ot Henry Cliy ro*ie fiom 1hc ChBmberof Repre*ientative^ it ran^ Ihnjugh the cont]nenE 
Itkc [he notcf oflhe clinon, inspiring South America wt1h new resolution, and NodK 
America w]th the confidence iKecnhci I occasion demanded. 
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Thai noble apptfll was iiL^wcrcd. South Amcnca ^lood firm and ^'o^Ch AmcncB w B^i 
ready. Then it was IhBt JuhnQuinc> .^iirri with I hose pncrou^ jmpijls^:^ which the 
impiUcrit blood of his rc^olti[]o nary sire aiw4>'i proinpled^ Bnd ^]th 1hal cnt]ghtcricd 
sigacity which never in isapprchcndcd I he iritcrc!i1s of hi'f co u m r>\ nor mistook the time 
nor the me^ii'f lo secure theni.obCBined from [he admin istrBtiori and from Congre^'f 1hc 
acknowledgment of the independence oflhe young Amencm riatiuns To give dec L^^ive 
effect lo Ihis greal mcBnure. Monroe, tn LS23 Kolemnly declared to I he v^orld, I hat 
Thenceforth any al tempt by *ri> foreign power lo e^lBbLi'ih 1hc coloniBL system in Bny part 
ot thi'f coritinerit^ Blready emanckpated, would be re^i!i1ed ^n br aggrcision Bgainst tbte 
independence of [he United 5 1 ales. On ihe icce'&ion of .Adims to Ihe adminislrBtionof 
the Government^ 1he \b^^ American continen[4l possessions of Brazit "^eparaled 
them.'f e I ve'f from the cro^n of PorlLigal and became an i ndependeni Stale. AdBms 
impmved the^^ propilioLis and sublime events by negoHiUng Ireatiesof recipiT>cal 1rade 
whth Ihe youthtul nalions^ b nd . c one urn ng wilh Monroe, accep[ed. tn behatf of Ihe 
United S[4te'f^ their invUalion lo a General Congress of American Stales lo be held al 
Panama, lotemenl relBtJons of amity *mong themselves, ind to consider, if it should 
become necc^^iiy the proper means lo ref>el the apprehended tnterference of Ihe Holy 
League of Eun^pe 
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The last measure IraiftcenLlcd thr conHdcrKe of a farge and m>pertable pon]anof ibie 
Amcnciri peo[>Lc But ]ts muni cft«.l v^as nccnJed to secure ih\z stabilny of I he South 
American Republics Adams persevered, and_ in defending his course gave nolfcce Id the 
powers of E ujo pe , by iKis bold dec harat]un, Ihat the delerm] nation of the Uniled Elates 
wa^ inflexible — 



"]f 1 1 be Asked ^heltventiis meeting, and the priRciples wh]ch may be adjibtL'd and 
settled by i1, as rule'f ot intercourse between American nations, iriay no[ g]ve umbrage lo 
Europein powers, or offe nc e to Spain il is deemed « 'iufftcient answer th^t our 
attendance 4t Panama c^n g]ve no jtcit eaiEC of umbrage or off e nee to either and ihal the 
United State'f will stipulate nolKing Ihere, whkcKcin g]ve "fuch eauhe. Here the right of 
inquLr> in[o our purposes and measures mitht stop. The iioly League of Europe, lUelf, 
wa'i formed ^]thoul i nquin ng of the Ij ruled Stiles, ^^'Kether l1 would or would not give 
umbrage 1o I hem The fear of giving umbrage lo Che Holy League of Europe was urged 
as a moUve For denying to the AEnencin natjons the acknowledgment of 1 heir 
independence. TIh: Congrevs ind Hh: adminiMraliononhal day ronsuHed 1heir nghls and 
their duties, not their feaPi. The LTnjted Slates must sthJh, as hereto to re, take counsel fnjm 
their duties, rather thin their feais." 

Contrast, feMow-cil]zcns, thi'f dccFara[]onof JohnQu]ncy .\dams. President of I Ke 
United States in IS2^. wjth the pioclamation of neulrality, between the bclE]gerentsof 
Europe, made b> Washington in 1793, wtlh the querrulouscomplaintsof >ourMtn]stePi 
again'fl the French D] rectory and 1he Briti'ih Mini'ilTy at the close of the last century, and 
with [he acts of emb a rgo and m^n-i nterco u rie al the beginning of the preseni century, 
dc^tioying our own commerce to conquer foriiearance fiom the ]ntolerAnt European 
powers. 
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Ljirn from ch]^ conCrB'it, ihc epoch of the coFKolEdBtion of the Republic Thus in^lructcd 
clo honor to 1 he st b tcim b ri and mBgistnte b> whi^m^ tio1 roigdtirig the meed due 1u tit^ 
I LJ u*i triou^ compecPi, the ct>LoniaL 'i>^tcm wa*i overlhrtjwn Ihraughout ^pani*^}] America, 
and the independence of Ihe Lrii]ted Slales^4» com[>ketely ^rid ftiiBlly consummated. 

Tbie iritrepjd and un'A'ejried "flate^inan nuw directed Kis altentton to the remuBntsof 
1he colonfcBl system "flill pre'^rved in Ihe CiiiBdas and We^t Indies Greal En I am by 
pBrL]amcnt4r> meisure*^, had underinined our manufjc turen , and, re4.e]VLiig only our tb^ 
inateriils. repBid us wilh fabrics manufBclured from IbH^m ^hile "^he excluded us 

BUogelhcr fn^m 1b»e carrying trBde \^'ilK KercoloncBl po^iseiiwans John Qui ncy AdaFns 
"^ughl tocouulenct Ihis iujurLou.'f legist Btion by a revenue "fystein. which should re^itorc 
1he manuFacturing jnduslr^ of I Kc country, while he offered reciprocal trade mi^ m 
comprumi'ic. His admmjslralion ended during b benefic]al trial of thi^i >]fi:)rous policy 
Bu1 L1 tBAed loo severely the palnolism of some of I Kc StAte^, And was relfcnqujshcd by 
hjs succe«»oPi_ 

Indolence begets degenerac> and inimobil]t> js the Fust "^ I age of d]SKol u tkon. John 
Qumcy ^dBmsKoughl ncH merely to cansolidite tb»e Republic, bul to perpetuaCe il For 
1hts purpose he bent >iM effort"^. wi1h success, lo such a policy of fcrnemil impnnvement 
B^ would mere Bite iKe rACfclilicf ofcommunkcatjon and ]ntercounie between Ihe Stite'f, 
Bnd brtng ]nto being IhBt great internal tnde wh]ch must everconslilute the stn^ngcil 
bond of Federal union 
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WKcrtvcr a I ighlhou^it liB'i bctn crccttd, on our^rB-coj'il-onour lakcs^oron ourn^'cra— 

wherever b male t>r pier tias bcc n construe tccl or begun— w hero c r a channel oE>stnict«l 
b> shoBlsorsa^^'ycrs has been opened or begun lo be ope ncd— w he reve r a canal or 
rafclroad^ Bdapted to mtioTiBl us«>^ hi.'f been mide or projecled— the re iKe eng] rieepf of the 
Untied ^tBte'f^ dunn^ Ihc adm]nLstrBttoii of Jo Kri Q ui ric y Adams^ made e^ploritEon'f^ and 
opened I he Vruy for 4 ditj^enl pr(Jsi:(.ijE]ori of hi^ designs b> h is succ essoin This poltcy, 
apparcmt> so ^lupendous w*.^ conrietled ^'\\h a system of ft^iCBl economy so rigorous, 
thai the treasury augmenled ]tsstore'^, while 1he work orimprovemen! went on; Ihc 
public debt contracled lu pBFit w b r^ . disso I ved bwi>, and Ihe nalion flourished in 
unexampled pro^pent>_ John Qutncy AdBms HJm]nistered 1he Federal Government, 
while De W1EI CL]riton was presiding in Ihe Stile of New York, [t is refreshing I0 recaH 
the noble emulilion ot thc^e iLluhtrious be rier^c tois— in emij[Btiori thil shows how 
inseparable iiound philosophy is from I rue patriotism. 

[f [saEd Adams, in his ^nil annual me'isage I0 ihe Congress of the United Stitcf,! the 
powepf enumerBted may be effetlually brought jnto Bclion by lawf pn^moling ihe 
impiovemenl of agnc ulture commerce Bnd manufBctures. the culti>Btion and 
encourage meni of the mechanic ads, Bnd of Ihe eleganl arl!i, the Bdvanccment of 
Ihteriture, and the progress of the !iciences. ornamental and profound, I0 refrBin fTDm 
exeic]sinf ihem for ihe beneFil of the people would be to h]de in the earth the tileni 
commuted to our chaige. would be Ireachcr^' to the mosi SBcred oF trusts 
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Thcs[>[nt of improvcTTicnt ]^ abroad upon lhc iriLrtli. [t s[]muFBtc'f iKc hcBrts^ jnd ^ih^rpciK 
tht tocuUfcc^, not of our fc I Lo'A'-c i tiz^ ns aloric^ but ot the TiBtion.'f of Europe^ md ot tht]r 
riilcpi- Wh]lc dwelt] Rg w]th plci^ing SBti^fittJon ufKjn the -superior excellence of our 
PoIlIicbI i ruil 1 1 u tLons^ let u.'f m^l be unmindful thit libedy is po^er. thBt Ihc nalion bLc'^'fed 
WLlh [he Lirge^it por1]un of 1 1 berly _ mw>t ]ri [>roportiori to its numbeis be 1be mo^il 
po'A'eTful nalion upon earth and that the lenure of po'A'er b> man i^, in iKe monl 
purpo'fe^of h]sCrcalDr. upon condition 1tial il ^hBli be exerci'fed to end.'f of beneficence^ 
to improve ihe condition of him^elr, ind hi!i feilo^^' men_ WhjEe fore]gn nalions^ less 
blessed \^'ilh thil rrecck>m ^^'Kich js power thi ri o u r^e I vcf ^ Bre Bdvancirig w]th g]ganl]c 
'^Inde'f in the career of public improvement were we lo clumber ]n indolence^ or fold our 
armh and procla]m to tbe "Ai^^rLd 1hal we are p allied by Ihe w]ll of ouFcon'ftJtUL'm^. would 
It not be I0CISI away the b<j unties of PK^^]dencc and doom o Lime Ives I0 perpetual 
infenorHy'^ In iKecouPie of the year now drawing lo lis close, we hBve beheld, under the 
aLbpj4.es, Bnd al the expense of one StaleoflKis Un]ori. a new universily uriroldLng ii\ 
portals to iKesions of science, Bnd holding up the torch of Kuman impnnvemeni lo eyes 
tbial *ieet the lighE_^ We hi>c *icen, under the persevenn^ and enkghlened enterprise of 
another Slale, Ihe watera of our WesCern likes mingle wjth 1 hose of I he occ an If 
undcrtBkin^ t]ke ihese hi>e been accomplished in 1 he compass of a few yeBrs_ by ihe 
authi^ri ty of "f i ngle members of our confederBcy, can we, iKe represent* ti^e aulKoriMesof 
the whoFe Union, fall beh]nd our felEow sen'anis ]n Ihe exerctse ot the 1 rtci t com mi Ited to 
UK tor the benefit of our common "^vereign, b> the Bccompli'ihmerit of works importanl 
to Ihe whole * rid to which neilher ihe aulhtjnly ritjr the resources of anyone Stite can be 
adequate? 



"■ The (Jniveisily of V]rginiE 
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TKcdi'iJ^lrou^ career of mBriy of the Staler and iKc absofulc i riacl lan of ol Kcr?^. !i i nc c 
tht rc!ipoii'fLb]titi«i of inlcrna] Linpn^^cmcnl have been cast off by Ihc fcdcraF b uthi^ri tic^ , 
anddrvcloi)^ upon lKc StJtf'f^ "a^ lI Ko ut ol Kcr hourc cf of revenue than d]rec1 la^alion^ jrid 
^Llh noathcr n>L>t]vcs to "fUmuLBtc them than iKeiro^n local inleresff^ Bre « fill tug 
ct>mmcn1 ary on 1hc error of 1hal def>anure from [he policy of JohnQiJ]ncy Adam'f. ]f 
o1 her CO mrnenl v^cre ncce^t^ar^^ it would be fourul in iKe fict thai Slales have revised brcI 
amended the]r const] lulions^ so as lo b bridge tbte power of their Leg]!il al tires to pro'^cute 
the beneficeni enlerf>rt^e^ which the Federal Go^ernriienl has devolved upon them The 
Smithsomin [n^tllLlte, at the £±eat ofGavenimerit^ founded by the lLberaljt> ot a 
cosmopolkle^ i^ thai same ijniversit> so earrKslly recommended b> .^^ms for 1hc 
increase ind diffusion of knowledge among men. The CAploriUon of the gJobe, for 
piirpo^e'f ot geographical and piYl][]C4l knowledge. ^Kich has so recenlly been mide 
under the aulhont> of the Union and wjth ^uch nobJe results, was an enterf>rt7J 
concc]ved Bnd suggested b> 1he 'fimestBte'fmjn- The N^tcon^l ObservaloTy at the 
capital. v^h]ch is p]eicing Ihe region'f nearest to iKe Ihn^ne of the elernal .\ulhorof ihc 
un] verse is in cmanBtionoF the same comprehens]ve wfc'ulom. 

Such wi.'f the adminisUalionof John Qutncy .^ims. Surely ]l ca Ki bi ts enough done 

For duty ind For fame— if iKe incien! philosopher SBid Iruly, thai the duty of* ^latesman 
wa'f lo make the cUiJcrb happy^ lo make them hnn ]n po^er. rich fcn wcbIiH splendid in 
glor^^ ind emtnent in vidue, ind that such ic bii e^ e menLi were the grcalcst ind best of all 
works *mong men. 
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But [he mcj^urc of dul> wk^ iiq[ yd fulnlFcd. The Rcpublcc [houghl il no longer had 
Rctd ot 1hc ^crn'iccs of Adams and he bowed to its command Twa yc Br*i cLBf>scd, *nd 
la' iKc pricsl v^b^ ^ccn igBin beside the desfdcd iltir. and 4 bnghlcF^ purer, and nx^rc 

la^E]ng flBmc arose out of 1hc ciitingujshcd tmbcra_ 

"lie looked iriycapf. Eul in his ycais wcicsccn 
A youlhful vigor an lultimnal grccri " 

The Republic had been extended and consolidated; but humarisli^ery^ which had 
been irKorporated in il^ wbs ct tended and consolidited also^ ind was spreid] ng^ so as lo 
jmpjjr the ^trenglKonhe gre^t fabric on which the hii^pesorihe nalions v^ e re SL£>pe nded 
Slavery Iheretore mu*it be restriined, Bnd_ v^jChoul violence or Lnjuslicc, must be 
Bbolished. The difficult taskorremo^]nf l1 hid been po'flponed E>y ihc stite^men of Ihe 
Revolulion^ Brid had been delayed and foigi^lten b> the] r successors. There were now 
resolute hearts and willing Kancfc to underlakL' \i. but who wbs strong enough^ Bnd bold 
enough to leid'^ Who hid patjencc to bear with enlhusjasm IhBt overleaped ]ts mirk, and 
WLlh inloLc ranee thit defealed l1s own gene rotE> pLirposcs'* S live holders had power, nay. 
the nBtionBl power andstnnge to 'fi>, the> had lI w]th ihe niUon^ consent ind 
sympBthy. Who wis bold enough to pnjvohe them, and bring the cxecral]onof Ihc nition 
down upon h]s own head^ 
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Who ^ould do [his when cvtn BbolitEon]Rts chcmscfvc^, rendered implacBbIc by Che 
manLJcslaliunurihasc ^cntjrnejil^ of _fiist]ce and muderB tio ri. w]Ehoul which iKc mosC 
hiJJTiLine causf^ dc pending on a rh b nfic of pubJ tc o p i nio ri. ci ririot be condiE led safe I y 1o a 
prosperous end_ v^ert ready lo bclray Iheir own champion ]nto the hind.^ of the Bvcngcr'* 
Thai leader was fuund in the pcnio n of Jo Kn Q ui nc y AdBnti He took h]s seal in Ihc 
House of Re p r^sf nl at]ves tn LS3] , without assuinptbon oroslcniBtion ^boJilioni^fls 
placed bTi h]s hand pcthlions fur Ihe siippres'ftoii of slavery in ibic Districi of Columbia^ 
the seBt of 1hc tedcr*l aulKontJcs He offered them to 1b»e HatKe of Representatives, Bnd 
tbwy were rejetled wilh contumely and scorn SuddenL> 1b»e Bliim v^ent forlK, Ihat the 
aged irid venerable "fervBnt was retaliating upon h]s country b> instigBtirig a serv]le wir, 
thai such a war mu-^l be Bvoided eyen at IhecosI of sacriFic]np Ihe freedom of pelil]on 
and the freedom of debile, Bnd thit iF Che free Slate-^ would Jio1 conseni to mBke ihal 
^icrifjce. then 1b»e Union should be dissolved. This alarm hBd lis dcsjred effect The 
Hoide of R eprese nt4 ti^ c^ in 13^7, Bdopted b rule of dL'iC]pL]ne, eqmvalent 1o an acl, 
ordamirig th^l no pel 1 1 ion relalin^ lo sJaver> neariy or Femotel> should be read, debated 
or considered The Senate adopted a like edict. The St^te authorilies approved, ^taver^ 
wa'f nol le'&stiongly entnznched behind 1he bulwark of precedenis ]n Che couds of law 
than jn the Fixed habUs of thoughl and action anii^n^ Ihe pei^ple 
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The pcopit even in the free S[b[c^ dcROLinced the disc UH>[on of slavcr>. and sup p rested it 
b> LiriliwfuL force. John Quincy Adams stood unmoved am]d Ihc stonn. He kne^i" th^t 
the only danger ]ncident 1a [)oL]ticai refonn ^i.'f Ihe dinger of del ay tng ]t 1ao Long. The 
French Revotntton hsd made thi'f br axiom of political scieRce. ]f. indeed^ Ihe di'^ussion 
of slavery ^4}^ ^m hizaidi^us a'f ^^'as prelended^ it had bee ri deferred loo lon^ ilreidy. The 
advudlesofsLBvery hid cammitled a fBtfll error They had ibolished freedom of speech 
and freedom or pel tl ion lo save i ri o b riox]otci institul]on As ^ioon mi^ the pin]c "should 
subside, the people ^onlddemBnd the restore tEon ot those precLou'f rights, ind "A'ould 
■^rutinL7J \^'ilh feiriess f tde hty the ciuse for v^h]ch they hid been ^uppre^ed He offered 
petition afler pelil]on^ each bolder and more tmponunale EhBn the li.'fl He debated 
qiJcMLons. kindred lo those "A^hich were fortiidden^ wilh the firmne'^ ind fen'orof his 
RobJe nature. For afie 



Had not quenched Ihe open truch 
And fiery vehemence of >oiJth. 



5oon he gamed upon his adven^ines DislncI after df^lnd sen! champion.'f lo his side. 
Slates reconsidered, and resolved in his behilf. He "i^-w [he []de ^^'as turning, and ihen 
M rue tone bold blo'A'^ nol now for freedom of petition anddebBte, but 4 stroke of bold 
and relaUalin^ ^^'arfare 
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Eic offered b rc^oFution dec F Bring lha[ the folFowing BmendmcTitT^of [he constitulion of 
the Untied Stiles be "lUbmiHcd to the people uf the several Slate'f tor their 3dopl]on 

Fiom BRcl afler iKc faurth clBy ofJuly^ ] S42^ 1here shall be^ iKroughout the Unilcd 
Slate*!- NO HEREDETARY SLAVERY - hut on and Bfter thBt day every child bom within 
the Untied States shall be FREE 

With 1b»e ciiceplianof Ihe Tern lory of Flortd*_ IheresKaH, heTieefodh. never be 
admHted inio this Union any STATE the const]tulionur which shall tulcrale wilhjn the 
Si me 1he eiiistence of SLAVERY. 

In 1 S45_ the obnoiiioLt mfe oF the Einuse of Re p rescnl a[] ves \^'as Fe'X]nded. The 
freednm ot dehale iJid petj tio n w i^ re'ilored, Bnd thL" ii n lestr* i ned Biid irrepressible 
djsc uh-^io R of si a^ e ry by the press Bnd polihcal part]es beg*n_ For! he res1, Ihe work of 
cmancipalion 4b]dcs the acUon^ "AihetKer it be ^low orfast^of the morBl sense of the 
AmencBri people 1 1 depends not on the 7e4] ind tirinne'&onf> of the reformers, but on 
their w]sdoni and nxHJeratiori ai'm. Slo]cisni thil had no eharity forerrar^ ne^cr 
convened in> human sociel> to virtue; ChnstianUy^ iKbI remembers ttu: 1rue nBture of 
man^ hj^ encompa^'^d b iBrge porlEon ot the globe. Ho^^' long emanc]palion mBy be 
delayed^ i*^ among the things concealed tromour knowledge but m^l so 1he eedain rcsull. 
The penis of I Ke enteqtrizc arc il ready passed— lis d]fneiilE]es ha^e aEready been 
rerm^ved—'A' Eten it shall h^ve been accomplished il wilE be juslly regBrded as lEte last 
noble cFFort which rendered the Rcj>ubljc ] mjrerjsKablc 

J7' 
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Then I he mcnl of chc grcBt Bchccvcmcnt wiM br a-ft Brdcd to John Qui Rcy Adams. BmH 
b> none im^n: f ralcfutJy ihua by the coirnnuTi] tics on v^hom the institulionur slavery hus 
brough! Ihc cilamjt> ot prcirnturc Bnd (.ore>ijrii[>t]vcdccl]nc, jn the luid^t of free, 
v]^rou>, and ci^pBciding States. 

]f this great tran.'faetkDii eould be surpissfd iridramBtie sublimily. eT wbs surpBS'sed 
when 1hc ^imc impass]oncd Bdvocatcof humanbty appeared at 1hc Bgcof ^e^enly-four, 
-wi^h aJI 1bic glorious asboc fc b tio n.'f 1hal now clustered ufion hiin, al the bar of I Kc Supreme 
CourLoriKe LrTi]tcd Slales and pleaded without '^Ylic]tatioii or reward, iKecBLde of 
C]nque And thirly olher \trirBns who h^d been ^lolen b> a Spanish silver fn^m 1heir 
iiBtiveeoBSI. had "flBin 1he mBMer and cre^^' oflhe pirate vessel, floated mio the "Aialersof 
1hc Untied Stales, and tbtere been cfiimcd by the Pre'fident, m behBlf of 1he ButhortUes of 
Spajn He pleaded IhisyreBt cau^e \^'ith vuch happy effect thai the taptivcs weresel al 
Jibcrtv- Conve>ed by the Lhant> ot tb»c humBne lo thejr nalive shores thc> bore the 
pJcBsmg J nte I licence to Africa, 1hal justice was at EbsI claimmg its v^ay among c]veIi zed 
and C hri'f 1 1 an men ' 

The recti aL of heroic aclions Lo-^e^ its chief value, if we cannol discover tbw: principles 
in which the> were born The teiit ot John Qumcy .\dams from which he deduced I he 
duUcs ot c Hi /ens and of I Ke republic, was 1bie address oflhe ConlinenlaL Congress lo the 
people of the United S[Btes, on the occasion of the successful close of the American 
Rcvolul]on Hedwett oflen and emphalicBlly on the ^omls: 
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Lf I 1 1 be rrmcmbf red . [liBt it h^^ ever been [he pndc bikJ [he boa^t of Amcncj, thit 
the rj^hL^i for "Ai hbc K !ihc (.onlccKltd w^rc the nghL'f ofhuniBn nalurc. By iKc blc?i^]rigor 
the A uChor of 1 hose righ1*i_ thc> have prevailed over aLl appo^i] tjo ri_ and torm the bB'^]sof 
thtrteeri indeperulcnt 5lBte^. Nu inMancc has heretofore occurred. CK^rLin any in.'f lance bo 
expected he reifler to oc c u r. tn whtch the unadutterBted forms of republiL an government 
can pretend lo !io fBir BriopportunLly of ju'f 1 1 fybiig them.'^lves by their fruits in iKis view^ 
the cH]zerL^ of the Umled Stales are responsible for the greale*i1 Imsl ever confided to a 
political Jioctety- [f JUSTICE GOOD FAITH, HONOR GRATiTUDE, *nd all iKeolKer 
qualities^ hie henm^ble the ch^raclerof « nat]on and fulfil the ench of governmcnlT be 
the fnj][soroure!i1at>k]hhnienb>, iKecau^e of Liben> wfcll acquire a dignil> and lufitrc 
which i1 has ne^er yel enjo>ed_ and Bneximple welt be seC which c*nnot but hBve I he 
nio^1 favorable ]nflijence on Tnankind. [f. on Iheolherside ourGo^ernmenl^ shi^uld be 
UTiforlunaleL^ blotled wilh the reveise of thc^ caidinBL >]rtijes, the greal cauM^ which v^e 
have engaged lo vindicate ^][l be dishonored and be1ra>ed. ihe laM ind Fairest 
experimenl in f^vorof the nghlv ot huinan nalure will be turned agaiii'fl theni. and I heir 
palrDns jnd fnendii exposed to the liisuLls, and silenced by the vo tines of lyrann^ ind 
usurpitiDn. 

SenBtois ind RepresenlaEivesof ihe People of ihe Stale of New Yorl:: E had turned 

my steps iway trom your honored hilE'f, loFig since, as I thought forever ] come bact lo 
them by yoiircommBnd- to tulfil j higher duty and more honorable servjce thin ever 
before devolved upon me I repay >our ge neroic> confidence . by offenng to you this 
eTpos]tionof the duties of the ma^tslrate andof lhec]tizen. It is 1 he same ^hich John 
Quincy AdBms gave to the Congress ot the United ^tatcf, ]n htsorBtion on the dealhof 
James Madi^^^n. 
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It is the kc> to hi": Dwricxilccd charBcCcr. and ]t criabFcs u": lo mci.'furr the bcncHt?^ Kc 
ct>nfcrTcd upori his country IflKcn you 4sk whal rTU>t]vc en b bled him 1a riwi libavc 
p B Fl]«>^ ^crts combinB lions, prc-judicc^^ pissLon^i. inul scductjon.'^ [ answer th^t he "fcrvcd 
bscountr> not ^lone, orchicfL> because thai counlry wi.'f h]s o^n^ bnl berBLnc he knc^ 
licrdut]es ind hcrde^^nny^ jnd knew hcFCBU^c v^bs the c ause of hum b n nalurc. 

]f you enquire wK> Kc wb^ "^o ngorukc> in virtue b^ to be often IhougKt lUKlcre, I 
acb^cr It ^4}^ because hnniBri nalurc rcqiJ]Fed Ibu: L';^cn.]'^c arjuslicc. hanor^ jnd 
gratitude, by all ^'bo ^crc 4.lothcd ^Llh aiJllioril> to ict ]n Ihc name uF the Ajncrican 
pcapLc [f you Bsk why he seemed *iomct]me^, wUh apparent i ncon-^i-ile nc y, 1o Lerijil his 
c^haritLC^ tu Ihe distBnt ind 1he tmurc rather 1han lo Kisuv^n Izjndred ind Umcs [ repl>, il 
wa'f becauhf he KcLd thai the tenure ofhumin power isonconditton of il*^ being 
beneficcntEy eneir]*icd fori he common weffBre oflhe humBn rice_ SiKh men *re ufno 
country- They belong to mBnkind_ It we cannol rise lo this Ketghl of virlLje, we cannol 
hope to comprehend Ihe chBracterof John Quincy Ad ams^ or nnde r?i1 and Ihe homage 
pBid b> the American people lo his memory 

Need lI l>e "lajd thBt JohnQiJ]ncy Adams studied ju'f I ic e . honor ^nd grBlitude not by 
the false "ilandanlbof Ihe age, but b^ Iheirown true nature'^ 
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He general [jcd truth, and traced it ilv^jy^ ici ity source, iKe boso m of God. ThLCi in his 
defence of I he Amistid (.aplivc^ he begin w l1 h dcf] m ng j us1 ire in the language of 
Justiman, "Con'ilBct. et per[>elua vol u m as j u'f 5UUM cuiquc IrLbuErridi " liequoledDn I he 
S4 me occasion from the Dccharanonorindcpendcnce. not by ^4> of rheloncal 
embellishment, and not even ^i^ i vahd humin ord] nance, bul as a truth of naturr.of 
Lin]ver>ai application the memorable wordh. "We hi^id thcic tnilh'f to be "fclf-cvidcnt, 
thai all men arc created equal, and Ihat 1hey ireendo^^'ed by iKeirCrealor with certain 
inalienable rj^hts. ind 1hal amon^ Ihc^e rLghl*^ are life liberty, and the pup^uit of 
happincis " [n hi'f virid]C4tton of the nght of debate, he declared Ihat the priricEple ihal 
rehgiousoptnions were altogelher beyond the sphere of Legislative conlrol, was but one 
modincation of a more eTtcns]ve asiom which included the unbounded freedo m of I Ke 
prcs"^, and of speech, and of 1he communicatioriof thoughl in ilL it^ torms. He rested the 
inviolabilily of the right of pet]Eiori, not oncon.'flitulions. orchartcT^, which mighl be 
^ossed. abiogited or e^ p uriged, but in Ihc inherent right of every animate creature to 
pray to ]ts superior. 

The model by whbcK Ke formed hi^ character wt^ Cicen^. No! the living Ciceio, 
sometimes incon'fislent oflen irresolute, loo often seeming to 4ct a studied part and 
aEw ays c ove toiE> of applatcte. Bul Cicero, a'f he aimed to be, ^nd as Ke appears revealed 
in iho'fe immortal emanaE]onh of his gen] tn which have been 1he delight ind gujde ot 
intclkcl and virtie i n every succeed] ng 4ge 
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Like thr RoiTiBn, AcJBms w B^i Bn orator, buE KcdEd not Tjlf ]nCo the error of I Kc Roman, ]n 
pracl]CjlL> ^ b Lui rig cloquc re. e more ihan I he beneficence to which il should be devoted. 
Like Kim he ^i.'f b s talesman jrid magi'^lrate wonh> to be called "The "second founder of 
1hc Republic -"—like htm a leacKerof didaclic pluEosophy,of morak, bfuI even of Kisov^n 
pecul]ar Brt; and l]ke him bte niBde ill Icbcral Ie4m]n^ tnbut4r> to that noble art. v^h][e 
poetr> was Ihe iiLscpBrabLc compimonorhis gcmus kn iL± houn>of relaxation From the 
labors of I he fonim and of Ihe cap]tol 

Lite him he hived only ihe society of good men, b rid by his generous praise of such _ 
j[lL£i1ra1cd ihe Roman's bcauUfuL aphortsm, 1hal no oriecBn be erivjoifi o F food dee d'f, 
who hi.'f CO nf idence in his own ^jrtue Like Cicero he kept hjmselF unstained by social or 
domestic VEces. prese rved sere ni l> and cheerf uLnes'f ; chenshed habituil reference for ihe 
De]ty, BntI dwell cont]nuaHy, rmt on the myslic theology of the schtjols, but on the hopes 
ot a better life He t]ved in whal will be regBniled i.'f 1he virtuous age oF hiscounlry, 
while C]cero wii± ^unourHJed by an overwhelming defenerac>. He had ihe light of 
Chrjs1bBnil> for his guide, ind ifi sublime molivcf js ]ncitements lo virliie: while C]cctd 
hadonL> 1he confused instructions ot the Grecian schools. arHJ "f^w noEh]ngcert4]nFy 
Btlainable but prciem applaifie ind tuture fame, [n moral courage, EhereFore, he excelled 
h]s model arHJ nvaEled Cito 
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But Calo WIS a ^'isinnjry. who ] reacted upon h]s rcghl [o ac[ afways w][houl reference to 
tht corid 1 1 ion of in B nki ikI^ b*^ Kcshuuld hBvc ictcd in P[ato\ imaginary' Republic. .\dirTUi 
slood in iKis respect mjd^iy bcfAiccn the impracticable stoic ind the 1ao flexible 
aciLlcmLcun. He had no occasion lo say. as iKc Grecian orator dcd thai tf he had 
!K)metiriies acted coritriTy to him^elr he had never jctecl conErBry to 1he Republtc. bul he 
mighl justly have "i^id^ 4^ the nibble Rumin did^ "I hive rendered lo my counlry all I he 
freal ^er^'tces which she \^'as witling lo receive al my hands^ ind ] have never hi rbo red & 
thought corKemirif her ihat wi.'f nol divine " 

More forlunale IhBn Cicero, \^'Ko Fell i vicUm of cl>iL wan* ^^'hich he could not ivert 
.^dam.'f was pennitled lo linger on the eirth, unlil the genenUonsof iKat future age For 
whom he had lived and lo whom Ke hid a[>[>eBled from iKecondemnalton of 
contemporaries cime up before iKe c uri ai ri w hie h had shul out his sight, Brid pronounced 
o^er him. as he was sinking inio the grave, their judgment of BpprovaL Bnd henedjclion. 

TKedi^lingui'fhed charictensticsof Kis life were BENEFICENT LABOR ind 
FERSOWAL CONTENTMENT- He never ^ughE VrCBllh. hut devoted himself Co the 
service oF minkmd Vet, b> 1b»e prBcUce oF fru^alilj and melhod. he secured ihe 
enjoyment of dealing fodh continually no httntedchartlie'f, and died in iJJJuence. 
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He never hol]ci ted place or prctcrment^ ind IibcI nu parLtzan co mb i ni1 kOTu: or even 
conE»er1 toiw; yet he received honurs wh]ch eluded 1hc covelou^ g^B^p oF thuse who 
Formed pirtie^ re^i-arded fnends iJid pro^icnbed criemies>^ ind he filled a longer penodof 
VBned and di^ilj n^Liished service 1han e>er fell lo the lo[ of any oChercitkzen in every 
Ma^e ot this progress he wasCOfcTENT tie WBA^conLenl to be presLdcnt^ mini^ler^ 
ref>reseiH ative, ur c 1 1] ZEn_ 

^Irichcn in ihe mLd'fl of thi'f service^ ]n the very 4ct ofnsin^ to debate, he fell into the 
armsof con^icnpt taChera of the Republic. A long lei hargy supervened and oppressed his 
scFL^e^- Nalure rilLjed iKe wasting poweis, on I he verge of the grave for a ^er>' brief 
period- Em U wbe long enough for Kim_ The rekjndted eye "showed iKal the re-collected 
mind wastleir 4.4]m^ and vigorous His weep] rig ram]t>. and hi"^ "knowing compeepi 
were there Hesur^-eyed the ^icene jnd knew at once its Talal impud He had lefl no duty 
unperformed tw hBd no v^]sK uru: ati^f]ed, no ambition unBtlamed. no regrel_ no sorrow, 
no fear, no remoise. He could nul shBteolTlhe dewsofdcBth I hat gathered on hi*^ bn^w 
He could nul pierce the I Kick "fh^dc^ thai rose up before him. Eu1 he knew 1hal eternily 
la> close b> the "^ hore^ of 1 ime He krww thBt his Redeemer ljved_ Eloquence, even tn 
thai hour, inspired him with hi'f ancient sublimily of utierince. "THIS." SBid the dying 
man- "THIS IS THE END OF EARTH." He paused For a momenl. and 1hen added, "I 
AM CONTENT" 
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Angcl^i might -^cW drew B!i]dc ihccurlain.'f of tht "fkics to look down on such aRcrnc~B 
"^cnr 1hal appruT ltti b ted even 1u that "x c ric of uni p pro ac h^blc "lUbLjcnity^ nol to be 

r«.4JLed v^Jthuut revere rcc whcn^ in mDrtil igori>, ONB wfK>sf>ake as never mm spahc^ 
said, -IT IS FIWISHED^- 

Onl> two years jfter the b]rth of John Quincy .\djms there appcBred on br i^fBnd m 
tbte Medi teTTariean "leB. 4 human spin t ne^ly born, endowed ^i1h equBl genius^ wilKout 
tbH^ re^uliting qija[ities of ju^^nce and benevolence which .^d^m^ po'Ztes^ed m Bn 
cmine Rt degree. A like career opened to bolh— born Like Adam*i_ a "lUbjc^.! of a k]ng— ihe 
chfcid of more gemil skie^^ I eke Kim^ became m earl> life a pBtriot ^nd b citizen of b new 
andgreit Republic. Like Adims he lent hifi service ti^ 1he StBte ]n precocLou'f youlh and 
in i1^ hour uf need, and won l1^ confide Rce. Bnl unlike .\danb he could nut ^4]t 1 he dull 
dcLBv-^ ot slaw and Lb bo nous, hut sure advincemcn! He sought power b> 1he hBS1y road 
thai Leact thiough fiekds of carnage and he becime^ like .^ims a "lUpreme migi^ trite a 
Con^ut. But I here were other Consuls. He v^bs no1 conleni He thni^t them aside, and was 
Consul alone CoEisular power wi^ loo short He toughl new baltles. and wasCoEisul for 
life But power, coEifes*icdl> dcrtved Fnjm the peiiple, mu'ft be exercised inobed]encc Id 
their w]ll. and mu'ft be resigned ti^ lKem Bgam, Bt leisl in death. He was not cunterit He 
desolalcd Europe afresh, "subvened the Republic, bmprjjioned Ehe palrnrch who presided 
o^er RoEne's comprehensive See, andobhged h]m lo pour on his head Ihc sacrrd olE that 
made 1he peT3ons of ki ng'f divine, and Iheirnght lo reign indefeasible 



402 EULOGY. 

He wa": jriEmpcTDr But he ebw aroLirid Kim a molhcr^ birtlKcr?^ and '^['^Icn^. nol ennobled^ 
wtiQbc humble St Etc reminded him. and lhe world thai he was bom b pIrbcEari. irid Ke 

had no he]r to wajt ]m[>aliejit for iKc iinpcrLBl ero^n iieseouigcd the cadK aga]ri. and 
again fortune smiled on himevcn in h]s wild CAtr^vagancc He bellowed kingdoEns jnd 
principaL]t]es upon hi'i kinnlrcd— put Bwjy the devoted wife of his >oiJlhfuL dBy*^ and 
anL^thcr. a d^ughlerot Hi p'f buigh\ jni[>eriaL Kou'^c joyfully icccpted hjs pn^ud aLJiinLe. 
Offspring gladdened his 4iix]OLis ^igKt; a diadem was piBccd on ils ]nranl brow^ Bnd tt 
received the hom age of pn nc cf ^ even in lU cradle Now he wi.'f indeed a monarch— a 
leg] li male monBrch— b monairK by divine appointment— Ihe fip^l of an e nd I c^ succesiiiDn 
of monairhs. But Ihcre were olher monairhs who heldswi> in ibie eanh. He wii± not 
content He would re]gn with hi!i kindred alone Hegilhered new andgrcBtcr anr]es— 
from hi'f own 1 4 nd~f rom su bj ugiled lands HecBlled fodK the young and bri^e— one 
From every" household— J njm the P>'renees to Zu>derZee— fmm JurB to 1he oce*n_ He 
marshalled 1hem ]nto long and mBjCilit. column.'f^ jnd wen1 fodK to seize 1hal uni venial 
dojninion which seemed almost within hjs grasp Bli[ BmbiTion had tempted fortune too 
far The nations of the eadK resisted, repelled, purs ued^ surrounded h]m The j>ageanl 
wi^ ended The cnjwn fell from Kis pre^umpluous head. 
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The ^I'lfc who had wedded him en his pndc, forwoh hEm when the hoLir of fear came 
upon Kjm. hJt'f ch][d was r^^jsKcd fium hih E]ght. Hfc'f kinsmcri were degruJed to lheir 
fiist eslalc, iJid he wb*i fkj longer E mptior, nnr Consul norGcncraJ, nt>r e^eri a cHi/cn 
but an exile and a prchoner on a lonely i'fland^ in tbte ni]ctt of the wild Aclanlic. 
Dc'^ontenl al tended Kim 1here The wa>waid niBn Trelted out i few Long >ean>orhL'f >et 
LinbTDkeri manhood^ looking off Bt 1bie earliest dBwn Brid in eventng's lalest IwikghK 
towBrd*^ that dtst B rit world that KadonL> jLCit elijded hiv grBsp Hi^ head corroded. Death 
came, not nnlooked for though it came even then unwelcome. He wis stretched on his 
bed w]thiri the Fort which constLluted h]s prihori A few fast and faithful fnends stood 
around^ with ttte guBrds who rejoiced ihal the hour of relief from long and weansome 
watching W4S it hind. .^ hts strength wasted aw By. delirium sttrred li[> Ihc t>Fa]ri from its 
lonf and ]nf lorious ]nactt^]ly. The pigcBnt of ambition returned He wbs aga]n a 
Lienlenam. a General aConsuL br Emperor of France He filled a^ain the thione of 
ChBrlemagne. His kindred pressed aiound h]m igBin^ re-tn^ested wUh the [lompoiis 
pageinlr^ of ioyilt>. The diughter of 1 he long li rie of ki rigs again s1ood proudly by his 
side^ ind the sunny fice of hjs child shone out from beneath I he diadem I hat encircled lis 
flowing locks The maishals of the Empire 4wa]ted his command 
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The Icgtonsof ihcotd guBrd were in the field _ their scarred fjces rejuvcnaled^ *ncl their 
rankii. thinned in many b^uJes^ replenished. Rus'^iB^ PriiS'fia^ AlisUlb. Denmark and 
Englind gathered iKeir mighly hosts to give him baltLe Once more he mounted h]s 
I mp at ll" n 1 4:h B r^er, Bnd rushed forlh toeonque-^t He ^^-aved h]s sword aloft, Bnd cried 
"TETIi D'ARMEE-" Tbw feverish ^]sion broke— the mucterj" v^bs ended. The silver cord 
^a'f loosed, and the wamor fell bach upon h]s bed i I ifeFes'f corpse Tli[S WAS THE 
EWD OF EARTH THE CORSICA^ WAS NOT CONTENT. 

STATESMEN AND CIT[ZEN3[ the conlrast suggests its own ]mpres'five morBl. 



THE END 



